
  
The location of this meeting is accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided to persons 
with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please contact the city 
of Newton’s ADA Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance of the meeting: 
jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-1089. For the 
Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711. 

Zoning & Planning Committee Agenda 
 

City of Newton 
In City Council 

 

Monday, August 11, 2025 
 
 

7:00 pm  
Room 204 
 
The Zoning and Planning Committee will hold this meeting as a hybrid meeting 
on Monday, August 11, 2025 at 7:00 PM that the public may access in-person or 
virtually via Zoom. To attend this meeting via Zoom use this link: 
https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/88182926424 or call 1-646-558-8656 and use 
the following Meeting ID: 881 8292 6424. 
 

 

Items Scheduled for Discussion: 
 
#211-25 Appointment of Scott Friedman to the Newton Historical Commission 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Scott Friedman, 62 Hinckley Road, Waban 
as a member of the Newton Historical Commission for a term of office set to 
expire on September 2, 2028. (60 Days: 09/12/2025) 

 
Chair’s Note: The Chair will ask for the Committee to vote to amend the language of the docket 
item 212-25 from ‘member’ to ‘alternate member’.  
 
#212-25 Appointment of Travis Salters to the Newton Historical Commission 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Travis Salters, 36 Freeman Street, 
Auburndale as a member of the Newton Historical Commission for a term of 
office set to expire on September 2, 2028. (60 Days: 09/12/2025) 
Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 08/05/2025 

 
Chair’s Note: Item #375-24 will not be substantively discussed. The Chair intends to ask the 
Committee to vote to set a public hearing for September 25th, 2025.   
 
#375-24 Reques�ng discussion and possible amendments to Chapter 30 Zoning to allow 

certain rou�ne residen�al altera�ons by right 

mailto:jfairley@newtonma.gov
https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/88182926424
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COUNCILORS KELLEY AND LIPOF reques�ng discussion and possible amendments 
to Chapter 30 Zoning to allow certain rou�ne residen�al altera�ons by right to 
streamline City processes for Newton property owners. 
Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 as Amended Adding Councilor Lobovits as a Co-
Docketer on 03/10/2025  
Zoning & Planning Held 7-0 on 06/09/2025 
Zoning & Planning to Vote to Set Public Hearing on September 25th on 
08/11/2025 
 

Chair’s Note: Items #21-24, 24-24, 76-24, 86-24, and 232-24 will not be substantively discussed 
at this meeting. The Chair intends to ask the Committee to vote No Action Necessary on the 
following items. 
   
#21-24 Discussion concerning ZAP Committee workplan for the new term 

COUNCILORS BAKER AND OLIVER requesting a discussion with Zoning and 
Planning Committee concerning the work plan of the ZAP Committee for the 
new 2024-2025 term. 
Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 01/08/2024 
Zoning & Planning Held 6-0 on 02/15/2024 

 
#24-24 Request for discussion and possible ordinance amendments relative to aiding 

small businesses impacted by development 
COUNCILORS ALBRIGHT AND KELLEY request the Planning Department with the 
assistance of the Economic Development Commission, research and develop 
mechanisms including ordinance changes or other means to assist local 
businesses impacted by development similar to the Somerville work. The goal of 
this docket item will be to help small commercial/retail/independent and locally-
owned businesses remain in Newton as development occurs.  
Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 01/08/2024 

  Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 01/22/2024 
  Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 03/25/2024 
  Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 05/13/2024 
 
#76-24 Discussion and possible ordinance amendment to deal with grade changes 

created during construction causing stormwater runoff on neighboring 
properties 
COUNCILORS ALBRIGHT, LEARY, LIPOF, AND WRIGHT requesting a discussion 
with the Planning Department to address concerns relative to the trend of 
significantly raising grade elevations on lots, using retaining walls, terracing and 
other means to add soil to conceal a raised basement, which can lead to new 
buildings that are significantly taller than nearby existing houses in the area and 
cause denuding of wooded areas and increase stormwater runoff. This 
discussion may result in an ordinance change to Chapter 30 section 5.4.2 which 
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would require a special permit or other means of city review of all retaining walls 
over 4 feet on a site.  
Zoning & Planning Held 7-0 on 02/15/2024 
Zoning & Planning Held 7-0 on 03/11/2024 
Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 05/13/2024  

 
#86-24 Request for a pre-budget planning discussion 

COUNCILORS BAKER, OLIVER, MALAKIE, GETZ, FARRELL, LOBOVITS, WRIGHT, 
AND BLOCK requesting a preliminary discussion with the Planning Department, 
Inspectional Services Department and CPA Program Manager to prepare for the 
Committee’s FY25 Budget Review of these Departments and Programs. 
Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 02/26/2024 
  

#232-24 Requesting discussion regarding NewGov 
ZONING & PLANNING COMMITTEE requesting a discussion with the Inspectional 
Services and Planning Departments regarding how the public and staff access 
NewGov. This discussion would include a live demonstration of the system. 
Zoning & Planning Held 7-0 on 06/27/2024  

 
Chair’s Note: Items 83-24,  231-24, and 52-25 will not be substantively discussed at this meeting. 
The Chair intends to ask the Committee to vote No Action Necessary on the following items and 
recommends the docketers refile them in the next term.  
 
#83-24 Discuss and Implement Key Metrics & Reporting Process 

COUNCILORS OLIVER, WRIGHT, GETZ, LAREDO, FARRELL, KALIS, ALBRIGHT, AND 
MICLEY requesting discussion and implementation of a public reporting process 
for key metrics relevant to the Planning Department. The discussion should 
include the topics to address, which metrics to include, where, and how often 
they should be reported. We would expect that our discussion will lead to a list 
of topics and metrics that need to be prioritized based on existing data 
availability as well as staff time.  
Zoning & Planning Held 7-0 on 02/15/2024  

 
#231-24 Requesting discussion regarding community engagement process for large 

projects 
ZONING & PLANNING COMMITTEE AND COUNCILOR KELLEY requesting a 
discussion with the Planning Department, Law Department, Chair of the Land 
Use Committee, and Chair of the Zoning Board of Appeals regarding the process 
for community engagement for large developments. 
Zoning & Planning Held 6-0 on 06/27/2024 
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#52-25  Requesting discussion and possible ordinance amendments regarding raised 

beds in the setback 
COUNCILORS ALBRIGHT AND DANBERG requesting a discussion and possible 
amendments to Chapter 30, Zoning to exempt raised beds from the definition of 
a structure and allow them to be placed within the setback. 
Zoning & Planning Held 7-0 on 05/12/2025   

 
Chair’s Note: Item #322-24 will not be substantively discussed. The Chair intends to ask the 
Committee to vote No Action Necessary on this item as there is a similar active item in the Public 
Facilities Committee.  
 
#322-24 Discussion regarding residential use of electricity 

COUNCILORS DOWNS, OLIVER, LAREDO, FARRELL, GETZ, AND LOBOVITS 
requesting a discussion regarding residential use of electricity. Discussion should 
include a review of factors influencing our preparedness to continue moving away 
from fossil fuels to electricity. This should begin to create a sense of what residents 
can do now, steps that are needed to meet Newton CAP (Climate Action Plan) 
commitments as well as the opportunities and challenges that the city and 
residents need to consider next. 
Zoning & Planning Held 7-0 on 05/28/2025 
 

Respectfully Submitted,  
R. Lisle Baker, Chair 



211-25



211-25



211-25



211-25



212-25



212-25



212-25


	City of Newton
	In City Council



