Programs & Services Committee Report

City of Newton
In City Council

Wednesday, July 16, 2025
Present: Councilors Krintzman (Chair), Malakie, Lobovits, and Oliver
Absent: Councilors Baker, Humphrey, Farrell, and Micley
City Staff: Commissioner of Parks, Recreation and Culture Nicole Banks

All agendas and reports, both past and present can be found at the following link: Programs &
Services Committee | City of Newton, MA (newtonma.gov)

For more information regarding this meeting, a video recording can be found at the following
link: Programs and Services Committee - July 16, 2025

#204-25 Appointment of Patrick Dober to the Newton Housing Authority
HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Patrick Dober, 82 Oxford Road, Newton
Centre as a member of the Newton Housing Authority for a term of office set to
expire on September 2, 2030. (60 Days: 09/12/2025)

Action: Programs & Services Approved 4-0

Note: Mr. Dober noted his professional background in affordable housing and his
desire to serve his community. He mentioned that he was a previous member of the Housing
Authority from 2004 to 2009.

Councilors thanked Mr. Dober for his willingness to serve.

A councilor asked Mr. Dober what the main challenges are of creating affordable housing in
Newton and what are the challenges of maintaining it. Mr. Dober explained some of the
challenges include high construction and land costs, fewer public subsidies, and finding
buildable land. He shared that the key to maintaining affordable housing for the Housing
Authority is running a strong agency with a well supervised staff and a responsible board.

A councilor asked why the terms were different lengths for the appointment and
reappointment to the Housing Authority. Chair Krintzman said the Clerk’s Office would look into

it and respond to the committee.

Councilor Lobovits motioned to approve which passed 4-0.


https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-committees/programs-services-committee
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-committees/programs-services-committee
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oS5ZlkejlKQ&list=PLqJiDbsvfNjWrNbMO43imvzNSUJfdURqQ

#201-25

Action:

Note:
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Appointment of Robert King to the Parks and Recreation Commission
HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Robert King, 173 Crafts Street, Unit #2,
Newton as a Ward 1 member of the Parks and Recreation Commission for a term
of office set to expire on February 20, 2026. (60 Days: 09/12/2025)
Programs & Services Approved 4-0

Mr. King noted his professional background at the Massachusetts Department of

Conservation and Recreation (DCR) in operations.

A councilor asked how Mr. King would react to situations where DCR and the City conflict. Mr.
King explained that he would recuse himself in those situations. The same councilor asked
Commissioner of Parks, Recreation and Culture Nicole Banks if Mr. King’s term would only be
six months long. Commissioner Banks explained that Mr. King was filling a vacant position so
this would be to fulfill the remainder of that term and then she would expect to reappoint him.

Councilor Oliver motioned to approve which passed 4-0.

#203-25

Action:

Note:

Reappointment of Vincent O’Donnell to the Newton Housing Authority

HER HONOR THE MAYOR reappointing Vincent O'Donnell, 10 Leighton Road,
Auburndale as a member of the Newton Housing Authority for a term of office set
to expire on August 16, 2029. (60 Days: 09/12/2025)

Programs & Services Approved 4-0

The Chair read item #203-25 into the record. Citing no questions, Councilor

Oliver motioned to approve which passed 4-0.

#202-25

Action:

Note:

Reappointment of Christopher Murphy to the Institutional Biotechnology
Committee

HER HONOR THE MAYOR reappointing Christopher Murphy, 104 Cherry Street,
Newton as a member of the Institutional Biotechnology Committee for a term of
office set to expire on April 1, 2028. (60 Days: 09/12/2025)

Programs & Services Approved 4-0

The Chair read item #202-25 into the record. Citing no questions, Councilor

Lobovits motioned to approve which passed 4-0.

The meeting adjourned at 7:30 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,
Josh Krintzman, Chair
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