
ENGINEERING 
A DIVISION OF THE NEWTON DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS (DPW) 

newtonma.gov/government/public-works/engineering 

HOURS 

City Hall Engineering Office: 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM 

Field Personnel Hours: 7:00 AM to 3:00 PM  

Site Plan Review 

Engineering reviews site plans for private development, including: 

1. new homes 

2. additions  

3. retaining walls 

4. new drainage 

5. relocating utility connections 

6. expansions of impervious area (such as patios, roofs, pools, and driveways) 

7. any grade alterations 

8. modifying curb cuts, and more.  

All site plans should be submitted through an online application, accessible through our website. Plans are reviewed in the order received. Engineering 

does not conduct reviews over the counter. To speak with your reviewer, please schedule an appointment. Walk-in appointments are not preferred and 

cannot always be honored. Before filing any plans with Engineering check with the Inspectional Services Department (ISD) for any requirements. 

 

Construction Permits and Inspections 

Engineering Construction permits for installations and repairs of:  

 water and sewer services, 

 cut and capping of old utility services 

 installation of on-site drainage systems 

 installation of new sidewalk and curbing 

 trenching, test pits, and borings 

 repaving driveways, among other work. 

Engineering Construction Permits should be submitted online. If applicable, please include an Engineering-approved site plan. 

When you apply, please ensure you have: 

 $1 million general liability insurance policy 

 $20,000 surety bond with the City of Newton  

To request an Inspection for an Engineering Construction Permit:  

Please call your Engineering Inspector, between 7:00 am and 3:00 pm, Monday through Friday: 

Projects north of Commonwealth Avenue: Chris Fadden – 617-869-0124 

Projects south of Commonwealth Avenue: Cleber DeAlmeida – 617-799-2555 

 

Ordinance B-42 

Engineering enforces Ordinance B-42 for new construction and substantial renovations. If the Inspectional Services Department (ISD) has informed you 

that your project is subject to Ordinance B-42, please speak with Engineering. Engineering can provide a memo outlining the requirements of the  

ordinance (new water service, sewer service, sidewalk, and curbing) and connect you with an Engineering inspector to determine compliance.  

HOW WE CAN HELP YOU 
 

Curb Betterments 

Submit a Curb Betterment application on our webpage to request new granite curbing for your property. The curb betterment program is a cost-sharing 

program; homeowners are required to pay for 50% of the cost of the curbing. Please note that there is a very significant backlog due to the COVID-19  

pandemic. Please be aware that his application is solely for new curbing. Requests for curb/sidewalk repairs and requests for new sidewalks should be 

submitted as a 311 request through the Customer Service desk. Finally, the curb betterment program cannot be used to satisfy Ordinance B-42, a Special 

Permit, or the requirements of any other private construction project. 

 

Address Changes 

The Engineering Division assigns and changes addresses. To request an address change or assignment, please submit an Address Modification Request 

application on our webpage. Once your application is approved and a new address is agreed upon, the Engineering Division will issue an address change 

certification letter that will be sent to relevant City Departments and other relevant parties, such as 911, USPS, National Grid, Eversource, Verizon, etc. 

Please note that not all address change requests can be honored. Addresses need to fit within the numbering of the street and comply with City standards. 

 

Research 

The Engineering Division maintains extensive records, including water/sewer tie cards, street layouts, sewer & drain profiles, subdivision plans, field book 

notes, and more. Water and sewer tie cards can be provided at the Engineering counter. All other requests for records should be submitted as an official 

public records request. A request can be submitted through our online portal – newtonma.nextrequest.com. Please do not email individual staff members 

to request documents. The portal is the appropriate place to request documents. 

 

Plot Plans 

The Engineering Division does not have an accurate plot plan for every property in Newton. The Engineering Division does have subdivision plans for when 

lots were originally created. This may or may not be the plan referenced in your deed. Lots change over time, which would not be included in the original 

subdivision plan. The Engineering Division can provide you with the subdivision plans for your property in our records, but we recommend that you check 

your deed for a referenced plan number. If you bring the plan number referenced in your deed to our counter, we can check if that plan is in our records. 

Please be advised that the City of Newton does not have jurisdiction over property line disputes. Property line disputes are a private matter. We recommend 

that you consult a private surveyor and/or a land-use attorney to address a property line dispute. 

 

ANR & Subdivision Plan Filing 

The City Engineer or his designee is responsible for signing off on all ANR & Subdivision plans on behalf of the Board of Survey. ANR & Subdivision plans 

must be submitted on NewGov for review. A fee will be calculated based on the specific plan details. Once the review is complete, two mylar copies will be 

requested to be signed: the Engineering Division will keep one copy; the other shall be recorded at the Middlesex South Registry of Deeds. 

 

Flooding 

If you have flooding on your property that you allege is caused by stormwater runoff from a private abutter, please file a Request for Zoning Enforcement 

(RZE) with the Inspectional Services Department (ISD), on the second floor of City Hall. Depending on the circumstances of the flooding, the City of Newton 

may be able to intervene under the City’s Zoning Code and Stormwater Ordinance. Whether the City can intervene or has jurisdiction over the matter will 

be determined by an investigation, but that investigation cannot begin until an RZE is filed. 
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