Zoning & Planning Committee Agenda

City of Newton
In City Council

Tuesday, August 5, 2025

8:00 pm

The Zoning and Planning Committee will hold this meeting as a virtual meeting

on Tuesday, August 5, 2025 at 8:00 PM that the public may access virtually via

Zoom. To attend this meeting via Zoom use this link: https://newtonma-

gov.zoom.us/j/81728447197 or call 1-646-558-8656 and use the following
kMeeting ID: 817 2844 7197. J

Items Scheduled for Discussion:

#206-25 Appointment of Tom Gloria to the BERDO Advisory Commission
HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Tom Gloria, 35 Bracebridge Rd, Newton
Centre to the BERDO Advisory Commission for a term of office to expire one year
following adoption of the BERDO regulations. (60 Days: 09/12/2025)

#207-25 Appointment of Deb Crossley to the BERDO Advisory Commission
HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Deb Crossley 26 Circuit Ave, Newton, to the
BERDO Advisory Commission for a term of office to expire one year following the
adoption of the BERDO regulations. (60 Days: 09/12/2025)

#208-25 Appointment of Peter Barrer to the BERDO Advisory Commission
HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Peter Barrer, 60 Endicott St, Newton as a
member of the BERDO Advisory Commission for a term of office to expire one
year following adoption of the BERDO Regulations. (60 Days: 09/12/2025)

#209-25 Appointment of Kristen Avila to the BERDO Advisory Commission
HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Kristen Avila to the BERDO Advisory
Commission for a term of office to expire one year following adoption of the
BERDO regulations. (60 Days: 09/12/2025)

The location of this meeting is accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided to persons
with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please contact the city
of Newton’s ADA Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance of the meeting:
ifairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-1089. For the
Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711.
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#215-25 Appointment of Sean Macamaux to the Conservation Commission
HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Sean Macamaux, 25 Groveland Street,
Auburndale as a member of the Conservation Commission for a term of office
set to expire on September 2, 2028. (60 Days: 09/12/2025)

#210-25 Appointment of James Miller to the Auburndale Historic District Commission
HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing James Miller, 85C Seminary Avenue, Apt.
341, Auburndale as a member of the Auburndale Historic District Commission for
a term of office set to expire on September 2, 2028. (60 Days: 09/12/2025)

#212-25 Appointment of Travis Salters to the Newton Historical Commission
HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Travis Salters, 36 Freeman Street,
Auburndale as a member of the Newton Historical Commission for a term of
office set to expire on September 2, 2028. (60 Days: 09/12/2025)

Respectfully Submitted,
R. Lisle Baker, Chair
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Fax

(617) 796-1113

City of Newton, Massachusetts TDD/TTY
Office of the Mayot il

Ruthanne Fuller

rfuller@newtonma.gov
Mayor

July 7, 2025
Honorable City Council
Newton City Hall
1000 Commonwealth Avenue
Newton Centre, MA 02459

Honorable City Councilors,

The Building Emissions Reduction and Disclosure Ordinance (BERDO) establishes an Advisory
Commission to advise and make recommendations to the BERDO Administrator regarding the
establishment of the BERDO regulations. The ordinance requires four members to be appointed to this
Commission by the President of the City Council, four by the Mayor, and one by the Newton Energy
Commission.

I am pleased to appoint the following members, each of whose resumes is attached:
e Tom Gloria
e Deb Crossley
e Peter Barrer
e Kristen Avila

This is a group of individuals with extraordinary experience ranging from commercial real estate,
engineering, and greenhouse gas emissions reductions to compliance with Boston’s BERDO. These
appointments complement City Council President Laredo’s appointments who have expertise in the real
estate, affordable housing, energy, data analysis and management areas.

Below is a summary of their experience:

Tom Gloria. Dr. Gloria holds a Ph.D. and M.S. in Civil and Environmental Engineering from Tufts
University and a B.Sc. in Electrical and Computer Science Engineering from the University of
Connecticut.

Dr. Gloria has served on Newton's Design Review Committee for over a decade, including the past few
years as Co-Chair. He is extremely knowledgeable in building design, construction, and operation. Dr.
Gloria’s professional background and experience have resulted in knowledge of how Newton's BERDO
will apply to properties of all types. With his wealth of knowledge and passion for all things
sustainable, Dr. Gloria understands the need for balancing advancements in sustainability efforts with
practical applications, and is a skilled consensus builder.
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Dr. Gloria is Managing Director of IE Consultants. He has more than 30 years of experience in
sustainability management consulting and information technology engineering design. His work
encompasses product innovation; environmental life cycle assessment and life cycle management;
greenhouse gas emissions inventories; and energy efficiency feasibility analysis. He is a Life Cycle
Assessment Certified Professional and a member of the Board of Directors of the American Center for
Life Cycle Assessment.

Deb Crossley. Ms. Crossley is a registered architect in Massachusetts, with a B.S. in environmental
design from the University of Massachusetts and a BArch from the Boston Architectural College.

For many years, Ms. Crossley has provided architectural services for both housing and small
commercial projects. Her experience includes work on public housing projects, office facilities, public
and private housing developments, and corporate headquarters. She has been an instructor at Roxbury
Community College on building science and weatherization techniques.

In addition to serving as a Newton City Councilor at large from 2010 through 2023, Ms. Crossley has
served on the Newton Fair Housing Committee of the Citizen’s Housing and Planning Association, the
Newton High Performance Building Coalition, the Newton Energy Commission (formerly the Newton
Citizen’s Commission on Energy), and has been the recipient of numerous public service awards.

Peter Barrer. Mr. Barrer is an engineer with a B.S. in Engineering Physics from Cornell and an M.S.
from Cornell in Environmental Systems Engineering.

Mr. Barrer has an extraordinary record of public service in Newton, including as a member of the
Design Review Committee for the last 20 years, including as Co-chair; a member of the Mayor’s
Advisory Committee on Renewable Resources; a board member of the Newton Conservators; and a
board member of the Newton Community Farm, including as Board President.

Mr. Barrer’s professional experience is equally impressive, as President and founder of Demand
Management Institute, and Project Manager of R.G. Vanderweil Engineers. In this latter position, Mr.
Barrer was responsible for approximately 40 HVAC design and energy study projects, totaling
approximately three million square feet in a wide variety of facilities, including hospital, offices,
schools, and laboratories.

Mr. Barrer’s experience in the hospital/medical sector is noteworthy. He served as Vice President of
Engineering for Hospital Efficiency Corp. (later called HEC Energy), an ESCO that designed, financed,
and installed energy efficiency improvements at hospitals. He trained and supervised a staff of
approximately 20 engineers who implemented the HVAC and other engineering work in hospitals and
other institutional buildings in Massachusetts and around the country. As an HVAC Engineer and later
HVAC Department head at a Boston engineering firm, his work included design of new hospital
buildings in New England. His project work in this sector included Cambridge Hospital, Rutland
Hospital, Arbour Hospital, Harvard Medical School, and Dartmouth Medical School.

Kristen Avila has extensive experience in the commercial real estate sector, both in Newton and in
Boston. For more than a decade Ms. Avila has been the Senior Portfolio Manager for Northland
Investment Corporation, overseeing the operation and management of all Northland Commercial
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properties in Massachusetts. In that position, she completes mandated annual energy reporting,
including for BERDO in Boston and the Massachusetts Department of Energy Resources Large
Building Energy program.

Among other positions, she has served as Regional Property Manager at KGI Properties, as well as
Property Manager at the Wilder Companies, both in Boston.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter as these appointments are subject to City Council
approval.

Sincerely,

—
Ruthanne Fuller
Mayor

1000 Commonwealth Avenue Newton, Massachusetts 02459
Www.newtonma.gov
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Thomas P. Gloria, Ph.D.

Newton, Massachusetts

OBJECTIVE

Advance the knowledge and application of sustainable practices in industry, government and academia.

DESCRIPTION

Sustainability professional experienced in environmental, human health, economics and social aspects of
sustainability. Trusted advisor to businesses, government agencies and non-governmental organizations.
Educator, lecturer, author and advisor to future sustainability leaders.

EXPERIENCE

Industrial Ecology Consultants LLC, Managing Director Apr 2007 - present
Viridium.ai, Advisor May 2023 — present
Harvard University, Faculty of Arts and Sciences, Program Director, Sustainability

and Global Development Practice Aug 2015 — Jun 2021
Bainbridge Graduate Institute, Faculty/Lecturer Sep 2007 — Dec 2010
eQuilibrium Solutions Corporation, Chief Knowledge Officer May 2007 — Apr 2009
PE Americas/Five Winds International (now Sphera), Manager Dec 2004 — Apr 2007
Arthur D. Little / ICF Consulting, Senior Project Manager Dec 2001 — Nov 2004
Tufts Institute for the Environment, Visiting Scholar Jul 2000 — Nov 2001
Tufts University, Doctoral Candidate/Graduate Student Aug 1993 — Jun 2000
Telecommunications Industry, Design Engineer Jul 1985 — Jun 1993
EDUCATION

Tufts University

PhD Civil Engineering: Environmental Engineering Program, Jun 2000

Dissertation: An Approach to Dynamic Environmental Life Cycle Assessment by Evaluating Structural Economic
Sequences.

Tufts University
MS Civil Engineering: Environmental Studies, Nov 1994

University of Connecticut
BS Electrical Engineering and Computer Science Engineering, Jun 1985
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