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NEWTON RETIREMENT BOARD MEETING
Tuesday, June 24, 2025 $:00 a.m.
Location: Newton City Hall, Room 211

PRESENT: Chairman Thomas Lopez, Anthony Logalbo, Kelly Byrne, Lisa Maloney, Esq., Barbara O'Brien, Scentia

Saintcyr, and Assistant City Solicitor/Retirement Board Counsel Jaclyn Zawada

NOT PRESENT:Stephen Curley

VOTED: Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 4-0, to approve Joseph Ratta's application for accidental
disahility retirement pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 32, Section 7.

VOTED: Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 4-0, to approve Joseph Ciccone's application for accidental
disability retirement pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 32, Section 7.

RECORD: Record in minutes Chairman Lopez announced that New Agenda ltem #3 (Noelle Costa — June 17, 2025
email request for settlement in regards to interest rate used in buyback calcuiation) and Pending Agenda
item #6 (Pending Appeais-Noelle Costa and Fallon/Goethals/Vanaman/Whittum) will be discussed in
Executive Session.

VOTED: Record in minutes the Beard voted, by a vote of 4-0, to approve the regular session minutes of the meeting
held May 27, 2025,

VOTED: Record in minutes the Board voted, by vote of 4-0, to approve the monthly financial reporting for month
ending April 2025 (trial balance, related journals, MMDT/Eastern bank statements, MMDT/Eastern Bank
reconciliations, asset allocation, expense budget to actual comparison and cash flow forecast) as prepared
by Director O'Brien.

RECORD:; Record in minutes Director O'Brien reported that twe candidates, incumbent Kelly Byrne and retired member,
Douglas Bartley, submitted nomination papers for the 2™ elected board member position,

VOTED: Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 4-0, {o approve the acceptance of the following new
members:

 First Na  Department _ Position

Couitney 1 04/07/25 Newton Housing Executive Assistant
McCray Stephen 1 04/21/25 Newton Housing Dir of Finance
George Sarah 1 04/28/25 Schoot Teacher Aide

Dir of Community Prog &
Berger Linda 1 05/05/25 Recreation ___Recreation
Brody Samantha 1 05/05/25 School Teacher Aide
Williams | Marquis 1 0b/05/25 Public Works Water Syst Maint
Erazo Cristal 1 05/12/25 School Teacher Aide
Norcross | Linda 1 05/12/25 School School Custodian
Easiman | Skyla 1 05/19/25 School Executive Assistant
Data Analyst & Educ Pipeline
Tin Jessica 1 05/06/25 Scheol Spec
VOTED: Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 4-C, to approve the 3% salary increases effective July 1,

2025, as presented by Director O'Brien, for Deputy Director Scentia Saintcyr and Administrative Assistant

Deirdre Walsh.
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Record in mintites the Board voted, by a vote of 4-0, to approve the following application(s) for
superannuation and termination retirement pursuant fo G.L. ¢. 32, §5 and §10. Retirement Board staff has
verified that the necessary paperwork is in order and has determined all applicants(s) to be eligible for such
benefits:

Member Position Dept. Date of Retirement
Joseph Mulvey Chief Information Officer |Information Technology 08-30-2025
Maria Galvagno Teacher Alde School 086-30-2025
Catherine Mahar Teacher Aide School 06-30-2025

Record i minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 4-0, to approve the following expense warrants, as
amended:

Warrant # 14-25 06-25-25 |2™ Quarter 2025 Staff Salary Expense $72,210.45
Warrant # 15-25 06-25-25 |06-30-2025 Contributory pension payroll $4,171,696.77
Warrant # 16-25 06-25-25 |Administrative expense/member account disbursements $397,837.56
Warrant # C05-25 08-25-256 |Federa! Tax $4.207.54

Record in minutes Director O'Brien reported that Scott Perella is on track with submitting a payment each
month as agreed upon in his 5-year repayment plan and that the repayment will be complete by May 2029. No
action taken by the Board.

Record in minutes that the discussion relating to the handling of the City’s appropriation due to the Board on

8/1/2025 remains tabled until the 7/29/25 meeting. No action was taken by the Board.

Record in minutes that the following items will remain tabled pending resolution of all litigation: Issuance of

the refund, with no interest, of the elected official service credit purchase to Ms. Zaleznik and

consideration of Ms. Zaleznik's request to waive the repayment of funds owed to the System pursuant to

M.G.L. c. 32, 5.20(5){c}3). No action was taken by the Board.

Record in minutes that the drafting of the Time Off Policy section of the Employee Handbcok is ongoing; no

action was taken by the Board.

Record in minutes that there was discussion relating to Newton Retirement Board's 6/4/25 email response to

Alexander Shordone, accountant for retiree, Thomas McCarthy. Mr. Sbordone indicates that he will amend

the tax filing and will update the Board.

Record in minutes that the Board acknowledged that the re-payment agreements for Michael Abbruzzese,

James McCarthy, and Thomas McCarthy, to collect the 2023 post-retirement excess earnings will be

amended once retirement staff confims the 2023 salary figures are recalculated as a result of the Newton

Patrolman's Contract settlement.

Record in minutes that, at 9.19 a.m., the Board voted, by a roft call vote of 4-0, to enter Executive Session,

pursuant to G.L. ¢. 30A, s. 21{a)(3) to discuss litigation strategy regarding Noeile Costa’s request for

settlement in regards to the interest rate used in her buyback calculation and the pending appeals filed by

Noelle Costa, Kimberly Vanaman, Paula Fallon, Elizabeth Whittum, and Edith Goethals,

Record in minutes that at 9:42 am,, the Board reconvened in open session and Chairman Lopez announced

the following actions taken by the Board In Executive Session:;

» |nresponse to Noelle Costa's request, the Board acknowledged that it has no discretion to depart from
the reguirements of G.L. ¢.32 s.3, specifically that they must charge actuarial assumed interest instead of
buyback interest on the redeposit of the refund that Ms. Costa previously received.

* Voted 4-0 to offer an instailment plan up to 8 years to Noslle Costa if she were to decide to redeposit the
refund she previously received, advise her that she is eligible fo roll over funds from her 457 plan to
offset the cost of the service purchase, and to provide her with retirement estimates showing the
difference in benefits should she redeposit her funds or not.

+ \Voted 4-0 not to appeal DALA’s decision in the matters involving Kimberly Vanaman, Paula Fatllon,
Elizabsth Whittum, and Edith Goethals.
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Record in minutes that Board Counsel provided the following pending appeal updates:
s DALA denied Timothy Goodale's appeal.

+  DALA confirmed that all filings were received and that Jeremy Wilson's appeal is ready to be
adjudicated.

Record in minutes the Board decided it would revisit the issue of insufficient storage space in City Hall and
whether or not to scan the member files located in storage, taking into consideration the additicnal cost and
the Municipal Records Retention Schedule.

Upon motion duly made and seconded it wa;y}@ted v a vote of 4-0, to adjourn at 9:55 a.m.
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Regular Session Documents

06/24/2025 agenda

B/2772025 draft regular session minutes

871712025 email request from Noelle Costa for settlement in regards to interest rate used in buyback
calculation

April 2025 Financial Packet

Newton Retiremént System Membership Register as of

5/28/2025 Memo from Director O'Brien regarding 7/1/2025 staff pay increases

Newton Retirement System June 2025 Expense Warrant

6/4/2025 Newton Retirement Board email response to Alexander Sbordone

6/16/2025 Email from Ex-Officio Board member Curley regarding post-retirement earnings

. 6/13/2025 DALA decision regarding Kimberly Vanaman, Paula Fallon, Elizabeth Whittum, and Edith

Goethals
6/11/2025 Mema from Director O'Brien regarding PTG Scanning Project update

PERAC Pension News #68
PERAC Memo #15, 2025 Violent Act Injury Disability-Updated Forms



