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CITY OF NEWTON, MASSACHUSETTS

Newton Historical Commission
*Staff Memo*

Meeting Date: July 24, 2025
Location: Zoom
Time: 7:00 PM

This meeting will be a virtual meeting that will take place via Zoom. To view
and participate click https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/85269616796 or
+16465588656,,85269616796#

1. 132-136 Adams Street (Columbus Hall)
Local Landmark Nomination—Vote to Accept Nomination
See Supplemental Materials

Description: This is a ca. 1925 Commercial Block designed by James
Cardarelli for original owner Amato E. Pescosolido. The two-story building
has elements of the Classical Revival design style. This building has been
nominated to be a Newton Local Landmark. As this is step one of the
process, at the June 26" meeting, the NHC will vote only on whether to
accept the nomination and conduct further study. No official designation
will take place at this initial meeting.

2. 67 Meadowbrook Road
Total Demolition of House
View Application Here

Summary: This is a 1950 Garrison Colonial style house in an inventoried
neighborhood with mixed historic context. Staff welcomes discussion of
the historical significance of this property.

Description: This is a 1950 Garrison Colonial style house, built by Charles
D. Train. Train was a longtime builder in Newton, who built many homes
in Newton Centre, Waban, and West Newton. This two-story home is
typical of the Garrison Colonial style, with a side-gabled roof, brick
chimney, and symmetrical front facade, and also features an attached
garage on the left side of the house. An addition was built on the right
rear of the house in 1967, and a greenhouse was added on the left rear of
the house in 1973. This property is inventoried on MACRIS as part of the
Oakhill Village Residential Historic Area, a subdivision of primarily Colonial
Revival, Tudor Revival, Dutch Colonial, Cape, and Garrison Colonial style
houses built between the 1920s and 1950s. Historic Context in this
neighborhood is mixed, with a blend of original homes and new
construction.

Staff Recommendation: Staff welcomes discussion of this house in an
inventoried subdivision, that has already seen some demolition.


https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/85269616796
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/863838
http://www.newtonma.gov/

3. 25 Kenyon Street
Total Demolition of House
View Application Here

Summary: This is a 1921 Vernacular Colonial Revival style house in a neighborhood that
retains a sense of historic context. Staff recommends finding the property preferably
preserved.

Description: This vernacular Colonial Revival was constructed in 1921 by owner, architect,
and builder Simon A. Barkhous, alternatively spelled as “Barkhouse” in later documents. The
wood frame building features a gambrel roof with a central chimney. The portico features a
traditional pediment with a fan detail underneath. The door is flacked by four-lite sidelites
with bottom panels. The neighborhood is intact and well-preserved.

Staff Recommendation: The house is well-preserved with slight modifications made
overtime by the original owner. The neighborhood retains a good sense of historic context.
Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved.

4. 3 Wauwinet Road

Total Demolition of House
View Application Here

Summary: This is a 1926 Dutch Colonial style house in a well-preserved, inventoried
neighborhood. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved.

Description: This is a 1926 Dutch Colonial style house built by G.A. Mortensen. The two-story
house features a side-gabled roof with a brick chimney. There is a second roofline hanging
over the first floor of the house that is side-gabled on the left side of the house, where it
follows a one-room bump out, and hipped on the right side of the house. The house also
features an enclosed entryway with a gabled roof, and two small, shed dormers on the front
and back of the left-side bump-out. This property is inventoried on MACRIS as part of the
Wauwinet Road — Prince Estate residential historic area, a development of homes built in the
1920s and 1930s in various Colonial Revival styles. The neighborhood retains a good sense of
historic context, with primarily original homes remaining.

Staff Recommendation: This is a well-preserved house in a well-preserved, inventoried
neighborhood. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved.
5. 40 Cypress Street

Total Demolition of House
View Application Here

Summary: This is a c. 1886 Stick style Victorian which is intact and in a well-preserved area.
Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved. Staff would welcome the
exploration of possibilities in the MRT area that result in the retention of the historic
building.

Description: This is a c. 1886 Stick Victorian with an asymmetric plan featuring a falred
hipped roof with lower cross gables and hipped dormers. The porch features many hallmarks
of the Stick Victorian style including curving supports, turned columns, and patterned railing.


https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/880813%22%EF%B7%9FHYPERLINK%20%22https:/newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/875486
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/871434
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/875396

The house features a box-bay window, which emerges diagonally form the main mass. The
building has been enclosed in vinyl siding and decorative roof materials were replaced with
asphalt. The small additions and dormers were primarily added in the 1920s.

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved.
The lot is in a Multi-Residence Transit (MRT) area meaning that subdivision, additions, and
additional buildings on a lot is encouraged. Staff would welcome exploration of MRT
possibilities where the existing building remains either in place or relocated on the lot to
accommodate an additional building or addition to the existing structure. Staff would also
welcome plans for partial demolition.

55 Esty Farm Road

Total Demolition of House
View Application Here

Summary: This is a 1958 Contemporary style house in an inventoried neighborhood. Staff
recommends finding the property preferably preserved.

Description: This is a 1958 Contemporary style home built by Sunny Lane Homes, Inc. And
designed by architect Ralph I. Williams. Williams designed a number of homes in the Boston
area, primarily in Brookline and Newton. The split-level house features an asymmetrical
front-gabled roofline, that peaks on the right side of the front facade and extends further
down on the left side. There is a built-in garage on the right side of the front facade, with a
room above that projects forward from the rest of the facade. There is a large addition on
the rear of the home, that was constructed in 1986. This property is inventoried on MACRIS,
as part of the Esty Farm Road-June Lane area, a neighborhood of similar Contemporary split-
level houses, built between 1956 and 1959. While there has been some new construction,
the neighborhood retains a good sense of historic context.

Staff Recommendation: This is a well-preserved Contemporary style house in an inventoried
neighborhood that retains a sense of historic context. Staff recommends finding the property
preferably preserved.

34 Westminster Road

Total Demolition of House
View Application Here

Summary: This is a 1926 Garrison Revival style home which is well-preserved and in an intact
and well-preserved neighborhood. Staff recommends finding the property preferably
preserved.

Description: This is a 1926 Garrison revival style home, which gained popularity into the
1930s. It was designed and constructed by Nathan Stiles of Brighton. It is a two-story
structure with a second story overhang in the front. Below the overhang, there are two
decorative wood pendants which were a typical feature of this architectural style. The
pendants are often found in a pineapple, strawberry, or acorn shape for this style of home.
The side gable house features a symmetric facade with a center chimney and entry. The
neighborhood is intact and features other revival styles constructed around the same time as
34 Westminster Road.


https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/879831
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/881205

Staff Recommendation: This is a well-preserved house in a well-preserved neighborhood.
Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved. Any new construction should
retain the scale of the surrounding neighborhood.

60 Brookside Avenue

Total Demolition of House
View Application Here

Summary: This is an inventoried, ca. 1888 Queen Anne style house in a neighborhood with
good historic context. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved.

Description: This is a ca. 1888 Queen Anne style house, originally owned by Thomas
Emerson. Emerson served as superintendent of schools in Newton in the 1890s. The two-
and-a-half story house features a cross-gabled roof, with a brick chimney and dormers on the
left and right sides of the roof. A veranda wraps around the front and right side of the house.
A two-story ell extends from the rear of the home, with a further one-story bump out
extending from that. This property is individually inventoried on MACRIS, as are several other
houses on the street. Overall, the neighborhood retains a good sense of historic context,
with other original Victorian-era houses remaining.

Staff Recommendation: This is an inventoried, ca. 1888 house in a neighborhood with other
inventoried houses built in a similar time period and architectural style. Staff recommends
finding the property preferably preserved.

20 Willow Street

Total Demolition of House
View Application Here

Summary: This is a c. 1874 Italianate residence which is well preserved despite alterations. It
is in a wall-preserved neighborhood. Staff recommends finding the property preferably
preserved. Staff would welcome the exploration of possibilities in the MRT area that result in
the retention of the historic building.

Description: This is a c. 1874 Italianate residence with asymmetrical massing. What was
historically a piazza, was modified into sunrooms in 1927. The sunroom addition is
differentiated by the lack of dentil detail along the cornice, as well as the flat roof. The
building is individually inventoried and remains well-preserved. The neighborhood is also
well-preserved.

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved.

The lot is in a Multi-Residence Transit (MRT) area meaning that subdivision, additions, and
additional buildings on a lot is encouraged. Staff would welcome exploration of MRT
possibilities where the existing building remains, and an additional building is constructed, or
an addition is made to the existing structure. Staff would also welcome plans for partial
demolition.


https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/878175
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/879283

10. 14 Fuller Avenue

Total Demolition of House
View Application Here

Summary: This is a 1958 Contemporary style house in a recently inventoried neighborhood.
Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved.

Description: This is a 1958 Contemporary style house built by Creative Builders and designed
by architect Ralph I. Williams. Williams designed many homes in the Boston-area, primarily
in Brookline and Newton, and designed other Contemporary style houses in Newton in the
Esty Farm Road — June Lane area. The house features an asymmetrical front-gabled roofline,
that peaks on the right side of the front facade and extends further down on the left side.
There is a carport on the left side of the house, and the house also features unique shutters
with a double square pattern. This property was recently inventoried as part of the Harding
Street-Hazelhurst Avenue Area, through the City’s FY25 Survey and Planning Grant project,
partially funded by the Massachusetts Historical Commission. The area is a subdivision of
Contemporary style houses, and retains a good sense of historic context, with primarily
original homes remaining.

Staff Recommendation: This is a well-preserved house in a recently inventoried subdivision.
Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved.
11. 351 Langley Road

Total Demolition of House
View Application Here

Summary: This is a 1942 Colonial Revival style home built by the Tornabene Brothers who
constructed several other houses and based their business on Langley Road. The house is
well-preserved. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved.

Description: Built in 1942, 351 Langley Road is a simplified Colonial Revival style home, but
by the Tornabene Brothers. The Tornabene Brothers were masons and contractors who were
prolific throughout Newton, works included small and large projects. One of their more
notable works was an addition to the original New Free Public Library at 414 Centre Street in
1952. While 351 Langley is not inventoried, the Tornabene Brothers do have two properties
inventoried which are the same style and time-- 88 and 96 Temple Street. Other houses
along Langley Street built by the Tornabene Brothers are 323-325 (1941), 329-331 (1941),
and 335 (1953-demo 2021). The house has three bays and two stories. It is symmetric in
design, with a side gable roof and wide side chimneys. The door is centered on the front
facade. The door surround is typical of the Colonial Revival style- a broken ogee pediment
with an entablature, transom window, and pilasters. 351 Langley is a remaining building of
the impact of the Tornabene Brothers on Langley and Newton as a whole.

Staff Recommendation: This is a well-preserved residence in a neighborhood impacted by
the Tornabene Brothers masonry and contracting influence. With three remaining buildings,
staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved.


https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/879451
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/880662

12.

13.

337 Highland Avenue

Partial Demolition of House
View Application Here

Summary: This is a 1936 Georgian Revival style house in a well-preserved, mostly inventoried
neighborhood. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved, and generally
approves of the proposed addition.

Description: This is a 1936 Georgian Revival style house built by William Gray. The two-story
house features a hipped roof, with two hipped dormers and two brick chimneys. There is a
one-story bump out on the left side of the house, and a one and a half story ell that includes
an attached garage on the right side. This property is not individually inventoried on MACRIS,
however, many properties in the surrounding neighborhood are, and the area retains a good
sense of historic context with primarily original homes remaining. This is an application for
partial demolition, and the applicant seeks to demolish portions of the left and right
elevations to construct an addition.

Staff Recommendation: This is a well-preserved house in a well-preserved, mostly
inventoried neighborhood. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved, and
generally approves of the proposed addition.

859 Beacon Street

Partial Demolition of House
View Application Here

Summary: This is a c. 1874 vernacular ltalianate style house in a well-preserved
neighborhood. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved. Additionally,
staff recommends moving the addition in alignment with the rear ell to decrease the garage
proximity to the front facade and preserve more of the original structure. Finally, staff
recommends carrying the bracket detail throughout.

Description: This c. 1874 vernacular Italianate style house was first owned by George P.
Clark, a ship captain and broker in Boston, before becoming a rental property, and again
returning to single ownership in the hands of a bookkeeper working in Boston. The 2 % story
house features a main entrance on its east facade covered by the porch. Along the cornice
are scrolled brackets, typical of the Italianate style. This house was individually inventoried
which states “This house is a good example of a villa Italianate.” (NWT.2870). The applicants
propose removing the existing entry and building a 2 % addition set back of the main mass.
Additionally, adding an addition to the rear ell, extending it beyond the forward addition into
what is currently the driveway. Both additions are proposed to feature garages.

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved.
Additionally, staff recommends considering extending from the ell, leaving the front porch
and entry to the house as is. This will push the garage away from the front facade, allowing
the original part of the house to stand out. Staff would like to see the bracket detail carried
throughout the additions.


https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/880704
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/881433

14.

15

16.

50 Tarleton Road

Partial Demolition of House
View Application Here

Summary: This is a 1950 Colonial Revival style house in a well preserved neighborhood. Staff
recommends finding the property preferably preserved, and welcomes discussion of the
proposed addition.

Description: This is a 1950 Colonial Revival style house built by E.C. Davis for owner John
Babcock. The two-story house features a hipped roof with a brick chimney, and an enclosed
front entryway. The house also features a screened-in porch on the right side, and unique
shutters with a pine tree pattern on them. This property is not inventoried on MACRIS,
however several houses on Tarleton Road are, and the neighborhood retains a good sense of
historic context. This is an application for partial demolition, and the applicant seeks to
demolish portions of the rear elevation in order to construct an addition.

Staff Recommendation: This is a well-preserved house in a well-preserved neighborhood.
Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved. Staff welcomes discussion of
the proposed addition, although generally does not approve of the addition being larger and
taller than the main block of the original house.

. 42 Lindbergh Avenue

Waiver of Demolition Delay
View Application Here
View Original Application Here

Summary: This is a 1935 Garrison Colonial style house in a well-preserved neighborhood
with many similar homes.

Description: This is a 1935 Garrison Colonial style house built by Roy MaclLaggen. The two-
story house features a side-gabled roof with a brick chimney on the left side. There is a
covered entryway on the front of the house, and a one-story bump out on the rear of the
building. According to ISD records, the rear addition was originally a screened in porch, and
was enclosed in 1968. The property is not individually inventoried on MACRIS, nor are any
others on Lindbergh Avenue. The neighborhood does retain a good sense of historic context
however, with primarily original homes, many of which are similar Garrison Colonials,
remaining.

790 Watertown Street

Amendment to previously approved wavier design
View Application Here

Summary: This is a 1911 Dutch Colonial house designed by a noted architect

Description: This Dutch Colonial style home was built in 1911 for William G. Harley by
architect Ernest Boyden and builder Hans Tange. Boyden was a known architect in the
Boston area, who designed over 60 buildings that are inventoried on MACRIS, including 37 in
the state of Massachusetts that are listed on the National Register. Boyden designed many
residential buildings in Boston’s Back Bay neighborhood, and is well known for a series of


https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/865702
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/875504
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/856645
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/881673

water works buildings he designed throughout the state. This two-story house features a
gambrel roof, two brick chimneys, a sun room on the right side of the house, and a covered
entryway. This application is to amend a previously approved waiver design.

17. 268 Prince Street

Waiver of Demolition Delay
View Application Here
View Original Application Here.

Summary: This is a ca. 1907 Dutch Colonial style house, in an inventoried neighborhood that
retains a good sense of historic context.

Description: This is a ca. 1907 Dutch Colonial style house that appears to have been
originally owned by Agnes M. Ruhe. The two story house features a gambrel roof, with two
gambrel dormers and one eyebrow dormer on the front elevation. The house has two brick
chimneys and a porch that wraps from the front to the right side of the house. There is a
two-story ell that extends to the rear of the house on the right side of the rear elevation.
This property is individually inventoried on MACRIS, and is also included in two inventoried
historic areas, the Howland Development area and the Wauwinet Road — Prince Estate area.
The neighborhood retains a good sense of historic context, with many original Dutch
Colonial, Colonial Revival, and Tudor Revival style homes built at the beginning of the 20th
Century.

18. 73 Clearwater Road

Waiver of Demolition Delay
View Application Here
View Original Application Here

Summary: This is a 1948 Cape style house.

Description: This is a 1948 Cape style house, built by developer Alice M. Doxey, and designed
by architect A. Parent. The one-and-a-half story, three-bay-wide-by-two-bay-deep house
features an end gabled roof, with a centrally-located brick chimney, and a covered entryway.
This property is inventoried on MACRIS as part of the Barbara Park — Crehore Estate
residential area, a subdivision of primarily Cape and Colonial Revival style houses built
between 1925 and the late 1950s. Current neighborhood context is mixed, with some
original Cape and Colonial houses as well as some new construction.

Administrative ltems
19. Approval of Minutes

20. Adjournment

The location of this meeting is wheelchair accessible and reasonable accommodations will
be provided to persons with disabilities requiring assistance. If you need a reasonable
accommodation, please contact the city of Newton’s ADA/Sec.504 Coordinator, Jini
Fairley, at least two business days in advance of the meeting: jfairley@newtonma.gov or
(617) 796-1253. For Telecommunications Relay Service, please dial 711 or call City Hall’s
TTY/TDD line at 617-796-1089.



https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/881298
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/861604
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/856419
mailto:jlojek@newtonma.gov

