
 
CITY OF NEWTON, MASSACHUSETTS 

                                        Urban Design Commission 
 

 

Preserving the Past    Planning for the Future 

 

 MEETING MINUTES 
 
A meeting of the City of Newton Urban Design Commission (UDC) was held virtually on 

Wednesday, June 11, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom 
https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/84875846699 

The Chair, Michael Kaufman, called the meeting to order at 7:04 P.M.  

I. Roll Call  
Those present were Michael Kaufman (Chair) and Jim Doolin (Vice Chair). Shubee 
Sikka, Urban Designer was also present. 

II.   Regular Agenda 
Sign Permits 
1. 43-53  Lincoln Street – The Agency 
Applicant: Bobby Murphy 
Proposed Signs: 

 One wall mounted split principal sign, internally illuminated, with 
approximately 36 sq. ft. of sign area on the southern building façade 
facing Lincoln Street. 

 One perpendicular split principal sign, non-illuminated, with 
approximately 4 sq. ft. of sign area on the southern building façade 
perpendicular to Lincoln Street. 

 One wall mounted secondary sign, internally illuminated, with 
approximately 2 sq. ft. of sign area on the southern building façade facing 
Lincoln Street. 

 
Presentation and Discussion:  
There was discussion about the location of the secondary sign and the blade sign. 
Applicant showed the exact location of the blade sign on the photo. On the 
recommendation of UDC, applicant also agreed to remove the secondary sign and 
propose a window sign that would cover less than 25% of the window area.  
 
Staff requested the applicant to provide the clearance height from the bottom of 
the blade sign to the sidewalk. Applicant notified staff by email that the clearance 
distance from the sidewalk to the bottom of the perpendicular sign is 110 inches.  
 
MOTION: Mr. Kaufman made a motion to approve both split principal signs at 
43-53 Lincoln Street.  Mr. Doolin seconded the motion. All the members present 
voted, with a 2-0 vote, Michael Kaufman and Jim Doolin in favor and none 
opposed. The Commission did not recommend approval of the secondary sign.  

    

 
 
 
 
 

Ruthanne Fuller, 
Mayor 

 
 

Barney Heath, 
Director 

Planning & Development 
  

 
Shubee Sikka, 

Urban Designer 
Planning & Development 

 
 

Members 
           Michael Kaufman, Chair 

Jim Doolin, Vice Chair 
John Downie 

Robert Linsky 
 William Winkler 

Visda Saeyan 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1000 Commonwealth Ave. 
Newton, MA 02459 

T 617/796-1120 
F 617/796-1142 

 
www.newtonma.gov 

https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/84875846699


 
Newton Urban Design Commission 

 Page 2 of 2 

 

 
2. 131-181 Needham Street – Trader Joe’s 
Applicant: Heather Dudko 
Proposed Signs: 

1. One wall mounted principal sign, internally illuminated, with approximately 64 sq. ft. 
of sign area on the northeastern building façade facing the middle parking lot (sign 
A1). 

2. One wall mounted principal sign, internally illuminated, with approximately 64 sq. ft. 
of sign area on the northwestern building façade facing the rear parking lot (sign A2). 

3. One blade secondary sign, internally illuminated, with approximately 6 sq. ft. of sign 
area on the northeastern building façade facing the middle parking lot (sign B). 

4. One entrance arbor, tenant sign, internally illuminated, with approximately 8 sq. ft. of 
sign area on the arbor facing Needham Street (sign C). 

5. One directional sign, internally illuminated, with approximately 3 sq. ft. of sign area on 
the southwestern building façade facing the side driveway (sign D).  

 
Presentation and Discussion:  
Staff shared her screen with the proposal and Commission reviewed all the proposed signs.  

 
MOTION: Mr. Kaufman made a motion to approve the proposed signs at 131-181 Needham 
Street.  Mr. Doolin seconded the motion. All the members present voted, with a 2-0 vote, 
Michael Kaufman and Jim Doolin in favor and none opposed. 
 

Fence Appeals 
1. 9 Forest Street – Fence Appeal 

Staff updated the Commission that the Inspectional Services Department (ISD) has informed her 
that the request for zoning enforcement concerning the fence exceeding 6 feet in height at 9 
Forest Street has been closed. City of Newton Engineering Department has approved the 
stormwater management plan associated with the construction of retaining walls. The 6-foot 
fence in question was installed atop these approved retaining walls. The fence height is no longer 
in violation. Applicant has withdrawn the fence appeal. 

 
III.   Old/New Business 
1. Approval of Minutes 

Staff informed the Commission that she was not able to finish the minutes and will have them 
available for the next meeting.  

 
IV.   ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. Kaufman made a motion to adjourn the meeting and there was general agreement among 
the members.  

The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted by Shubee Sikka 

Approved on July 9, 2025. 


