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STAFF MEMORANDUM- REVISED 
 

Meeting Date:  July 23rd , 2025 
     

DATE:  July 14, 2025 
 

TO:   Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission    
   

FROM:   Kimberly Crocker, Senior Preservation Planner 
     

SUBJECT:  Additional Review Information 
 

 
The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Chestnut Hill Historic District 
Commission (Chestnut Hill HDC) with information about the significance of the properties being 
reviewed and the application process, which may be useful in the review and decision-making process 
of Chestnut Hill HDC. Additional information may be presented at the meeting that the Chestnut Hill 
HDC can take into consideration when discussing a Local Historic District Review application. 

 
 

Dear Chestnut Hill HDC Members, 

The following is additional information for the review of the Local Historic District Review applications. 
 
137 Suffolk Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: This significant property is one of the oldest in Newton and is individually listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places. The circa 1700 First Period Georgian house was probably built by the 
Honorable Ebenezer Stone who was a prominent member of the community. The property remained in the 
Stone family until the property was sold in 1817 to farmer John Kingsbury. The house was moved to its present 
location circa 1904 by tenant Charles H. Burrage to save it from demolition. 
 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness to replace electric box. The 
new will be slightly larger, but located in the same area. The generator is not part of this application since it is 
not visible from a public way therefore not within the commission’s purview. The applicant also requests input 
on an Electrical Vehicle (EV) outlet.  

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 

Application: https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/880935  

Compiled file 
Assessors database map  
Photos of building  
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Photos of installation site 
Example photos  
 
MHC Form B 

 

274 256 Chestnut Hill Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 

Notes: The commission has full jurisdiction over demolition and new structures. Commission can only 
make non-binding recommendations for changes to existing structures UNLESS changes would be 
visible from a public way.  

Exterior features of properties located on Nos. 147 through 256 Chestnut Hill Road that are only 
visible from a private way are subject to limited review per Newton Ordinance Sec. 22-42(c). The 
commission has authority to regulate exterior features of these properties that are visible from a 
public way per Newton Ordinance Sec. 22-42(e) 

The side and rear of the building are visible from Middlesex Road across the field of Brimmer & May 
School. The remainder of the building is not visible from a public way. 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: In 1822 Captain Joseph Lee left Salem, MA to leave his seafaring work for that of a 
farmer. He bought the central portion of Chestnut Hill in 1822 from Henry Hovey. Joseph Lee’s grandniece 
married Leverett Saltonstall, who came into ownership of the property upon which 256 Chestnut Hill Road was 
constructed along with other ancillary structures. The largest of those ancillary structures includes the building 
in this application, which appears on early maps following the construction of the main house. It is a side gambrel 
structure with a gabled entrance. The rear extension features a gable-on-hip roof.   

APPLICATION PROCESS: The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness to strip the roof. A new ice 
and shield barrier to be applied six feet from the roofline up. Synthetic paper will be applied above the ice and 
water shield to cover the remaining exposed wood. The roof will be re-shingled. Also included in the application 
is the installation of aluminum drip edge along eaves, aluminum rake, copper gutter, composite soffit and fascia 
board, select new downspouts, and primed cedar clapboards.  

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Application: https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/878018  

Compiled File  
Assessors database map 
Inspection docs. 
Scope of work 
MHC Form B 

 
381 Hammond Street – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The house features half timbering in the Tudor Revival Style with woof shingle cladding. 
The three-bay façade is irregular and has a partially hipped roof open long porch projecting beyond the gable 
end main block. While date of construction is not entirely clear, Engineering water and sewer hook up records 
provides evidence for c. 1895. The earliest documentation of occupation was also in the 1890s with Catherine 
and Jane Motley, who eventually relocated to Lawrence Road in 1902. It is believed that this is when the church 
is passed along to the Church of Our Savior, soon to be the Church of the Redeemer when they relocated to 
Lawrence Road. The later directories from 1905 show a minister living at the address.  

Note: 381 Hammond Street is a scenic route. The ordinance for fences along scenic roads reads as follows, “In 
order to maintain the character of all designated scenic roads, no stockade fences or other fences with solid 
sections or panels excepting stone fences shall be permitted bordering or parallel to the front lot line along a 
designated scenic road. Notwithstanding the height regulations set out in subsections (d) and (e) above, no 
fence bordering or parallel to a front lot line along a designated scenic road may exceed four (4) feet in height 
above the natural grade.” The applicant has been made aware of this and there is a pathway through the 
Urban Design Commission.   

https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/878018
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APPLICATION PROCESS: The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness for a fence replacement. 
This is a continuation from the previous meeting. The current fence is open in nature and four feet tall at the 
side yards, which transitions at the intersection with the street to a six feet stockade fence. The proposal is to 
replace the entire fence, which is rotting, with a four-foot solid fence with a two-foot lattice topper. The fence 
along Hammond Street will be set back an additional two feet from the street, as required by the fence 
ordinance.  

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Application: https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/875643     

Compiled 381 Hammond Street 
Assessors database map  
Photos of existing fence 
Product and materials specifications 
MHC Form B 

 
 
Administrative discussion 

Holistic Study of Curbing on Reservoir Ave 

See Supplemental Materials 

June 2025 meeting minutes 

https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/875643

