Programs & Services Committee Report

City of Newton
In City Council

Wednesday, June 18, 2025

Present: Councilors Krintzman (Chair), Humphrey, Micley, Farrell, Oliver, Malakie, and Lobovits
Absent: Councilor Baker

Also Present: Councilor Greenberg

City Staff: Commissioner of Parks, Recreation and Culture Nicole Banks

All agendas and reports, both past and present can be found at the following link: Programs &
Services Committee | City of Newton, MA (hewtonma.gov)

For more information regarding this meeting, a video recording can be found at the following
link: Programs & Services Committee - June 18, 2025

#140-25 Resolution to Recognize City Council Support for State Legislation for In-School
CPR Training
COUNCILORS FARRELL, LUCAS, GREENBERG, MALAKIE, LOBOVITS, AND MICLEY
requesting a resolution to recognize support for legislation currently in the State
Legislature which would ensure all high school students across Massachusetts
would learn CPR and the use of AEDs before graduation.

Action: Programs & Services Approved 4-0-2 (Councilors Krintzman and Oliver
Abstaining) (Councilor Lobovits Not Voting)

Note: Councilor Farrell introduced the item to the committee and noted that he was
contacted by a Newton North student looking for support for a resolution from the City to go to
the Massachusetts legislature in support of five bills to require CPR training in high schools.
Other students also reached out to Councilors Oliver and Greenberg. Councilor Greenberg
noted strong support for the resolution.

A councilor asked how much time a CPR class would take out of the high school curriculum and
if anyone had reached out to the School Committee or NPS leadership.

The Chair opened the floor for public comment.

Nayan Sapers, a co-founder of the CPR Ambassador program and Harvard University student,
noted that Massachusetts remains only one of nine states without a mandate for CPR
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instruction in schools. He explained that the bills propose incorporating a 30—45 minute CPR
and AED session into existing school assemblies or health/physical education classes. The
classes would require each classroom to have an inflatable mannequin set, which costs around
$725, but the mannequins can last over a decade, and two of the bills would establish grant
programs that would ensure all schools, regardless of budget, can participate. Mr. Sapers
explained that a City Council resolution would send a message to the Legislature that local
communities care about this issue and he shared that Boston, Cambridge, Somerville, Brockton,
Taunton, and Lowell have passed the same resolution Newton is considering.

A councilor asked if there was a timeline and Mr. Sapers said the five bills are currently in the
Joint Committee on Education and they are slated for a hearing on July 21%. He also said ideally
the mandate would be in place by the 2026-27 school year.

Councilors expressed support for the resolution.

A councilor noted that the school budget is in rough shape and expressed hesitancy to put
more mandates on the school department. Mr. Sapers noted that Newton North already
currently teaches all students hands only CPR and Newton South had taught CPR pre-pandemic.
He also said he would be willing to talk to School Committee members.

Councilor Humphrey motioned to approve which passed 4-0-2 with Councilors Krintzman and
Oliver abstaining.

#184-25 Appointment of Morgan Maeder to the Biosafety Committee
PRESIDENT LAREDO appointing Morgan Maeder, 872 Chestnut Street, Waban, to
the Biosafety Committee for a term to expire on July 16, 2028. (60 Days:

08/15/2025)
Action: Programs & Services Approved 6-0 (Councilor Lobovits Not Voting)
Note: Morgan Maeder joined the committee to discuss this item. She explained that

she has worked at several biotech startups and served in biosafety related roles at those
startups.

Councilors expressed support for her appointment.

Councilor Humphrey motioned to approve which passed unanimously.

#373-24 Requesting a discussion with Parks, Recreation and Culture about restroom
facilities at city fields
COUNCILORS KRINTZMAN, LUCAS, FARRELL, LOBOVITS, DOWNS, HUMPHREY,
LAREDO, AND BIXBY requesting a discussion with the Parks, Recreation and
Culture Department about the restroom facilities, or lack thereof, at our city
parks. The discussion should include information about what restroom facilities
are currently available, and which fields lack any restroom options. The
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discussion should also include an estimate for what resources would be
necessary to upgrade those options at fields across the city.
Programs & Services Held 7-0 (Councilor Farrell Not Voting) on 11/20/2024
Action: Programs & Services Held 6-0 (Councilor Lobovits Not Voting)

Note: Commissioner of Parks, Recreation and Culture Nicole Banks joined the
committee to discuss the item. Chair Krintzman explained that the Committee had a
preliminary discussion on the lack of restroom facilities at a number of fields and noted that
Commissioner Banks would offer an update to the City’s efforts.

Commissioner Banks shared that groups that utilize the fields for sports have been happy with
the current setup of portable toilets. She explained that these fields have been prioritized
because there are full day activities happening there. She also explained that aquatic spaces
and areas that gather large crowds like the Cove and the Newton Centre Playground were
prioritized too. She noted that the Department does receive requests from the public for
additional facilities at parks, playgrounds, and courts but the Department does not currently
have the funding for that. She said that they had requested some additional funds during this
year’s budget season, but they did not receive the full requested amount. Commissioner Banks
gave an example of the Crystal Lake portable unit has been in place for a year now and in the
height of the summer season, gets cleaned five times a week. For the season (Memorial Day to
Labor Day), this unit costs about $6,000. She estimated 50 locations with regular cleaning and
in use for nine months would cost about $300,000.

A councilor asked if school and community center buildings are available for the public to use
and Commissioner Banks said it depends. She said if the Department is running programming
out of those buildings or during the school year, then they are available. The same councilor
asked if the Commissioner knew the number of fields that do not have facilities and
Commissioner Banks said she would follow up with that number. Commissioner Banks said the
school athletic directors have committed to keeping portable units at the high schools from
mid-August to mid-June during their sports seasons.

A councilor expressed support for more facilities and noted that it is a public health concern not
to have access to bathrooms.

Commissioner Banks also mentioned that the Department receives complaints about the
placement of portable units.

A councilor asked if there are bathrooms at the schools that could be accessible to the public
but closed off from the rest of the school outside of school hours.

A councilor suggested investigating more permanent alternatives to portable units like high-
tech self-cleaning structures. The same councilor also suggested the Department add restroom
access to the park description on the City’s website.
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Councilors expressed frustration that more detailed information was not made available to the
Committee.

Chair Krintzman asked for a follow up conversation with specific costs and inventory of
available facilities in approximately one month.

Councilor Krintzman motioned to hold which passed unanimously.
The meeting adjourned at 7:55 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,
Josh Krintzman, Chair
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