Zoning & Planning Committee Agenda

City of Newton
In City Council

Wednesday, July 9, 2025

7:00 pm
Room 204

The Zoning and Planning Committee will hold this meeting as a hybrid meeting
on Wednesday, July 9, 2025 at 7:00 PM that the public may access in-person or
virtually via Zoom. To attend this meeting via Zoom use this link:
https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/82918582353 or call 1-646-558-8656 and use
Qhe following Meeting ID: 829 1858 2353.

)

Items Scheduled for Discussion:

#80-25 Requesting discussion on the current state of Newton’s commercial office
space
COUNCILORS LUCAS, OLIVER, WRIGHT, MALAKIE, GETZ, LAREDO, KALIS,
LOBOVITS, and FARRELL requesting a discussion with the Director of Planning &
Development and the Economic Development Director focused on, but not
limited to, new commercial office leases signed within the past three years, the
current commercial office space that is available to lease, office tenants that
have left Newton or have downsized, and strategies to recruit new commercial
office tenants to Newton.

#295-24 Discussion on Parking in Village Centers

COUNCILORS ALBRIGHT, LAREDO, OLIVER, GETZ, FARRELL, LUCAS, GREENBERG,
KELLEY, HUMPHREY, MALAKIE, DOWNS, LOBOVITS, KRINTZMAN, AND MICLEY
requestng a discussion on the parking needs in our commercial village centers
with the Planning Director, the Commissioner of Public Works, and appropriate
sta from both departments. This discussion should focus on (a) the perceived
parking needs in our commercial village centers; (b) a review of past parking
studies in Newton's commercial village centers, subsequent implementaton

e orts, and the results of those e orts; (c) parking studies in neighboring cites

The location of this meeting is accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided to persons
with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please contact the city
of Newton’s ADA Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance of the meeting:
jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-1089. For the
Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711.
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Chair’s Note:
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or towns to provide appropriate parking in commercial village or town centers,
and d) best practces in parking provision as defined by parking professionals.

Request for discussion and possible amendments to remove or reduce parking
minimums for commercial uses in commercial centers

COUNCILORS ALBRIGHT, DANBERG, KRINTZMAN, AND LEARY requesting
discussion and possible amendments to Newton's zoning ordinance to remove or
reduce the parking minimums for first-floor commercial uses in commercial
centers.

Discussion and possible ordinance amendment to remove the minimum
parking requirement from the multi residence transit (MRT) zone

COUNCILORS KRINTZMAN, BIXBY, KALIS, ALBRIGHT, DOWNS, LIPOF, AND FARRELL
requestng discussion and possible ordinance amendment to remove the
minimum parking requirement in the MRT zone adopted as part of the Village
Center Overlay District work. The discussion should include an analysis of the
benefits and detriments of the minimum parking requirement, including
compliance with state guidance.

Items #44-24 and 45-24 will not be substantively discussed at this meeting. The
Chair intends only to request to set a public hearing for these items.
Requesting re-evaluation and possible amendments to Inclusionary Zoning
Ordinance

COUNCILORS DANBERG, ALBRIGHT, KALIS, WRIGHT, OLIVER, MALAKIE, LIPOF,
AND LUCAS requestng a discussion with the Planning and Development
Department and the Newton Housing Partnership about the City's Inclusionary
Zoning Ordinance and possible amendments to the ordinance to include 4-6
units, including raising the requirements for the number of a ordable units in
large developments.

Discussion and Possible Amendment to Inclusionary Zoning Ordinance to
include Training

COUNCILORS DANBERG, BIXBY, MALAKIE, DOWNS, AND WRIGHT requestng
discussion and possible amendment to require that developers and property
managers provide training for their employees regarding bias toward residents of
the IZ units and how to mitgate this bias.

Respectfully Submitted,
R. Lisle Baker, Chair
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commercial uses in commercial centers.! Below, staff lay out a spectrum of options to achieve the goals
(assist small business, make streets safer, support climate action, etc.) set forth in this docket item from
most to least comprehensive.

Work To-Date

Over the last few years, the City Council has supported minor to major zoning amendments and special
permit requests related to parking requirements. These include:

e No minimum parking requirements for commercial uses in the Village Center Overlay District
(VCOD) and minimal requirements for residential uses. This has thus far made it easier for
several local restaurants to expand seating or more quickly commence operations.

e A new zoning use for breweries and other craft beverages with minimal parking requirements

e An updated zoning use for “Business Incubator” and “Place of Amusement” with minimal
parking requirements

e The removal of parking requirements for outdoor dining

e A multi-site blanket parking waiver for Piccadilly Square in Newton Centre

e Regular special permit waivers for new commercial uses in existing buildings
Possible Zoning Interventions

The following zoning interventions laid out below are for the City Council’s consideration. Each
intervention is kept to a broad overview. Based on which intervention(s) receive Councilor support, staff
will provide further analysis and specific amendments at a future Zoning and Planning (ZAP) meeting.

Option 1 — Remove all parking requirements of non-residential uses

o Makes it easier for small/local businesses looking to locate in Newton or for existing
business to expand or change as needed

o Allows for better site design and financial feasibility of new development

o Less parking required/provided can lead to the use of alternate modes of
transportation that are more sustainable

o Private businesses know their parking needs better than local government

Option 2 — Remove/exempt parking requirements for non-residential uses within specific zoning districts
(i.e. BU1/2, MU4, etc.)

o Seeoptionl

o More targeted to certain geographies (i.e. village centers) and not others (i.e. Needham
Street) that are more car dependent

Option 3 — Remove/exempt parking requirements for all ground floor non-residential uses

e Seeoptionl

! “Parking Mandates Map.” Parking Reform Network, parkingreform.org/resources/mandates-map/. Accessed 4 Feb.
2025.
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