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Mitigation Plan
Large Light Green circles - Trees (5)
Smaller green circles - shrubs (30)
Not shown - Pennsylvania sedge plugs to fill in gaps (50) 

Note: Install additional plants off of pre-approved planting list, Planting locations not definitive 





 



 



Prior Approved Plant List 
 
#  Botanical Name  Common Name  Size  Notes 
4  Acer rubrum  Red Maple  2 1/2"-3"cal.  B&B 
2  Carya ovata  Shagbark Hickory  2 1/2"-3"cal.  B&B 
 
4  Betula nigra  River Birch  12'-14' HT.  B&B, multi-stem 3 min. at 2" cal/ea. 
3  Betula papyrifera  Paper Birch  12'-14' HT.  B&B, multi-stem 3 min. at 1 1/2" cal/ea. 
3  Cercis canadensis  Red Bud  10'-12' HT.  B&B, multi-stem 3 min. at 1 1/2" cal/ea. 
5  Cornus sericea  Red Osier Dogwood  3 Gallon  Hand planting only 
1  Cornus florida  White Dogwood  2 1/2"-3"cal.  B&B, at pool patio 
 
10  Clethra alnifolia  Summersweet  3 Gallon  Hand planting only 
1  Fagus grandifolia  American Beech  3 1/2"-4" cal.  B&B 
8  Hyrdangea quercifolia  Oakleaf Hydrangea  7 Gallon 
10  Ilex glabra  Inkberry  3 Gallon  Hand planting only 
11  Ilex opaca  American Holly  6'-8' HT.  B&B, Hand planting only 
5  Kalmia latifolia  Mountain Laurel  42"-48" HT.  B&B, No Substitutions 
2 Liquidambar styraciflua Sweet Gum  2 1/2"-3"cal.  B&B 
5  Malus domestica var.  Dom Fruiting Apple  2" Caliper  B&B, Honeycrisp, McIntosh, Pink Lady, Gr 
5  Myrica pennsylvanica  Bayberry  7 Gallon 
7  Ribes americanum  Am. Red/Blk Currant  5 Gallon  Mix varieties per availability 
12  Rubus idaeus var. strigosus  Am. Red Raspberry  5 Gallon 
9  Picea glauca  White Spruce  8'-10' HT.  B&B 
3  Thuja occidentalis  Eastern Arborvitae  7'-8' HT.  B&B - at Sports Court fence 
15  Thuja occidentalis  Eastern Arborvitae  8'-10' HT.  B&B - hand planted 
17  Vaccinium corymbosum Highbush Blueberry  5 Gallon 
3  Viburnum plicatum  Doublefile Viburnum  3'-4' HT. 
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Conservation Commission 
MINUTES 

June 26, 2025 
 

Location:  Zoom 
The meeting opened at:  7:00 pm with Dan Green presiding.  
Members Present:  Jeff Zabel, Bob Jampol, Sean Macamaux (Alternate) 
Members Absent:  Leigh Gilligan, Kathy Cade, Susan Lunin 
Staff present:  Jennifer Steel, Ellen Menounos 
Members of the Public:  Not recorded due to the remote nature of meeting 

ADMINISTRATION. To create a quorum of four, Dan Green designated alternate member, Sean 
Macamaux, to act. 

WETLANDS DECISIONS 
1) 48 River Ave – Notice of Intent – Tear down one-family home; construct two-family home 

– DEP # 239-1005 
Documents in packets. Site plans (highlighted) 
Additional documents presented at the meeting. Site photos 
Site: 48 River Ave 
Owners: Jack Foster / Allyson Poole-Foster 
Applicant: Mariana Dagatti, MGD+ 
Representative: John Rockwood 
Project Purpose: Renovate house from a one-family house to a two-family house 
Existing Conditions: House with driveway and typical site features; entire site is in RFA to 

Charles River, with 655 sf flood zone at low elevations near the river 
Project Summary:   

• Demolish existing one-family home and all site features 
• Remove Tree #1, 42” white pine 
• Remove Tree #6, 18” Norway spruce 
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• Construct a larger building (two-family home) with site features (increasing degraded 
area by 1,334.5 sf), install stormwater infiltration systems, and install a permanent, 
bounded 3,000 sf mitigation planting area near the Charles River. 

• No changes in grade are proposed within BLSF. 
• The two removed conifers will require 102” replacement per the Tree Ordinance. 
• Stormwater improvements are not required by wetland regulations but are required 

to satisfy Newton Stormwater Ordinance; 3 infiltration systems are proposed. 
• Mitigation plantings consist of 6 native deciduous saplings, 28 native conifer saplings, 

and 52 native shrubs. 
Approved Plans 

• Topographic Site Plan Newton, MA … #48 River Ave. Prepared by VTP Associates; 
signed and stamped by Joe Porter PLS and Marc Belsin PE; dated June 2, 2025 
o Sheet 1 of 1..........Existing Conditions 
o Sheet 1 of 3..........Proposed Conditions 
o Sheet 2 of 3..........Proposed Conditions (details)   
o Sheet 3 of 3..........Proposed Conditions (details) 

• Planting Schematic for Mitigation Planting Area, 48 River Ave Newton, Prepared by 
EcoTec, Inc. June 6, 2025. 

Jurisdiction and Performance Standards 
• Buffer Zone 

• Riverfront Area 

• Bordering Land Subject to Flooding (BLSF) 
Presentation (Staff) and Discussion   

• Staff reviewed the site plan, planting plan, and site photos.  
• Staff noted that all staff comments had been addressed in revised plans.  

o There will be no additional window wells, exterior stairs, patios, or decks  
o Fencing was added to the plans outside the BLSF. A row of arborvitae was added 

within BLSF. 
o Grading was added to the plans 
o Detailed notes about root protection are in the arborist’s plan 
o The sickly yew within the proposed mitigation planting area will be removed and 

the proposed canopy tree saplings have been spread more evenly throughout 
the mitigation area. 

Vote to close the hearing and issue and Order of Conditions approving the project with site-
specific special conditions. [Motion: Jampol, Second: Macamaux, Roll Call Vote: 4:0:0] 

2) 275 Islington Road – Informal Discussion – Request to remove a hazard tree 
Documents in packets. Site plan, photos 
Additional documents presented at the meeting. None 
Site: 48 River Ave 
Owner: Bill Hock  
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Project Purpose: Remove a hazardous 45” Norway maple in lawn that is close to the house. 
Jurisdiction: Riverfront Area 
Project Summary:   

• Cut 45” Norway maple, grind stump and grub roots 
• Remove overgrown foundation planting yew 
• Plant native shrubs and perennials 

Presentation (staff) and Discussion 
• Staff noted that their authority to approve hazard tree removal obligates an owner 

to a proscribed level of mitigation planting. In this case: for cutting a tree greater 
than 24” dbh, 3 native saplings and 6 native shrubs would have to be planted. 

• Bill Hoch was opposed to such a demanding replanting requirement but was 
committed to planting native species that would support native pollinators, so he 
opted to bring the question to the full Commission.  

Consensus. 
• Commissioners agreed that 1 native understory tree and 3 native shrubs would be 

sufficient mitigation for the loss of the invasive Norway maple. Hoch agreed to create 
such a plan, to be reviewed and approved by staff, with tree species such as 
Serviceberry or Magnolia and shrub species such as American Filbert, Black 
Huckleberry, and Black Chokeberry.  

• Hoch was given permission to cut the hazard tree immediately and is obligated to 
replant within 6 months.  

OTHER DECISIONS  

3) Minutes to be approved   
• Documents in packets. Draft 6/5/2025 minutes reviewed by Jeff Zabel. 
• Vote to approve the 6/5/2025 minutes. [Motion: Macamaux, Second: Jampol, Roll 

Call Vote: 4:0:0] 
• Volunteer. Macamaux volunteered to review the 6/26/2025 minutes.  

UPDATES AND DISCUSSION  
• Staff shared the Charles River Report Card, noting that the stretch of the river that 

bounds Newton to the west scored A and A-.  

PUBLIC COMMENT. None 

ADJOURNMENT.  Vote to adjourn at 7:50. [Motion: Zabel; Second: Cade; Roll-Call Vote: 4:0:0] 
 

The location of this meeting is wheelchair accessible and reasonable accommodations will be 
provided to persons with disabilities requiring assistance. If you need a reasonable 
accommodation, please contact the city of Newton’s ADA/Sec.504 Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at 
least two business days in advance of the meeting: jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. 
For Telecommunications Relay Service, please dial 711 or call City Hall’s TTY/TDD line at 617-
796-1089. 

mailto:jlojek@newtonma.gov
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