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Date:  January 23, 2025 

Place/Time: Zoom, at 7:00 PM 

Attending: Doug Cornelius, Chair   John Rice, Vice Chair 

Mark Armstrong, Member  Harvey Schorr, Member 

Katie Kubie, Member   Scott Friedman, Alternate        

David Lewis, Staff     

The meeting was called to order via Zoom at 7:00 p.m. with Doug Cornelius serving as Chair. Voting 
permanent members were John Rice, Mark Armstrong, Harvey Schorr, and Katie Kubie. Alternate 
member Scott Friedman was designated to vote as not all voting members were present. David Lewis 
acted as Zoom host and the meeting was digitally recorded on the Zoom device. 

1. 1615 Beacon Street – Local Landmark Review 

Request for Local Landmark Review 

Staff Reported that this is a landmarked ca. 1750 farmhouse with several additions. This is an 
application for a new sign on the property.   

Sachiko Isihara was present to represent the application. Staff shared the plans for the sign using the 
share screen function. Ms. Isihara described the project. 

Mr. Cornelius commented that he thought the proposed sign looked nice. Mr. Rice said that he 
thought the sign was great and that Ms. Isihara had done a great job with the property. 

There was no public comment 

Mr. Rice made a motion to issue a certificate of appropriateness for the sign. Mr. Schorr seconded 
the motion.  

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on January 23rd, 2025, the Newton Historical 
Commission, by vote of 4-0:  



RESOLVED to issue a certificate of appropriateness for the proposed sign. 

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained/Recused: 
JR   
SF   
HS   
DC   

  

 Mr. Armstrong and Ms. Kubie arrived after this item.  

2. 58 Selwyn Road – Request for Demolition 

Request for Partial Demolition  

Staff Reported that this is a partial demolition application for a 1953 ranch style house in an 
inventoried neighborhood. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved and 
approves of the proposed addition.  

Shawn Doung was present to represent the application. Mr. Cornelius explained the partial 
demolition process. The applicant opted to allow for a preferably preserved vote. 

Mr. Schorr made a motion to find the property preferably preserved. Mr. Friedman seconded the 
motion. 

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on January 23rd, 2025, the Newton Historical 
Commission, by vote of 6-0:  

RESOLVED to find the property preferably preserved. 

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained/Recused: 
JR   
KK   
MA   
SF   
HS   
DC   

 

Staff shared plans of the proposed partial demolition using the share screen function. Mr. Cornelius 
asked how many other houses on the street had been added on to. Mr. Doung commented that 6 other 
houses have. Mr. Schorr commented that the window above the front entryway did not appear to be 
aligned with the entrance, and that the windows in the dormers on the roof seemed out of proportion. 
Mr. Doung commented that the design could be revised to bring it into proportion better. Mr. Cornelius 
and Mr. Armstrong agreed with Mr. Schorr.  

Scott Aquilina commented that he agreed with the commissioners and that the drawings should be 
updated. Mr. Aquilina also commented that the windows on the first and second floors could be aligned 
better. Mr. Schorr agreed regarding the window alignment, and pointed out windows on the rear 



elevation specifically.  MaryLee Belleville commented that she was unsure if the design fit in the context 
of the neighborhood.  

Mr. Schorr made a motion to waive the demolition delay and approve the plans subject to final 
review and approval by staff. Mr. Friedman seconded the motion.  

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on January 23rd, 2025, the Newton Historical 
Commission, by vote of 6-0:  

RESOLVED to waive the demolition delay and approve the plans subject to final review and approval 
by staff.  

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained/Recused: 
JR   
KK   
SF   
MA   
HS   
DC   

 

3. 140 Dartmouth Street – Request for Demolition 

Request for Partial Demolition of House and Total Demolition of Garage 

Staff Reported that this is a 1940 Colonial Revival Style house in a well-preserved, inventoried 
neighborhood. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved, and approves of the 
proposed addition.  

Dustin Nolan, project architect, was present to represent the application. Mr. Cornelius explained the 
partial demolition process. The applicant opted to allow for a preferably preserved vote. 

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on January 23rd, 2025, the Newton Historical 
Commission, by vote of 6-0:  

RESOLVED to find the property preferably preserved. 

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained/Recused: 
JR   
KK   
MA   
SF   
HS   
DC   

 

Mr. Nolan gave a presentation using the share screen function, showing existing plans of the house 
and the proposed addition while he described the project and explained the design choices.  

Mr. Schorr commented that he thought the house was very nice and that he liked the proposed 
addition design.   



There was no public comment.  

Mr. Armstrong agreed with Mr. Schorr that the design was good and thoughtful architecturally.  

Mr. Armstrong made a motion to waive the demolition delay and approve the plans as drawn. Mr. 
Schorr seconded the motion.  

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on January 23rd, 2025, the Newton Historical 
Commission, by vote of 6-0:  

RESOLVED to waive the demolition delay and approve the plans as proposed.  

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained/Recused: 
JR   
KK   
MA   
SF   
HS   
DC   

 

4. 18 Pershing Road – Request for Demolition 

Request for Partial Demolition 

Staff Reported that this is a well-preserved 1940 Cape style house. Staff recommends finding the 
property preferably preserved, and approves of the proposed addition. 

Ross Barney was present to represent the application. Mr. Cornelius explained the partial demolition 
process. The applicant opted to allow for a preferably preserved vote. 

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on January 23rd, 2025, the Newton Historical 
Commission, by vote of 6-0:  

RESOLVED to find the property preferably preserved. 

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained/Recused: 
JR   
KK   
MA   
SF   
HS   
DC   

 

Staff presented the plans using the share screen function, while Mr. Barney explained the proposed 
project. Mr. Cornelius asked for clarification about the set back of the garage. Mr. Armstrong 
commented that he thought the roof of the new addition was too tall. Mr. Schorr commented that 
adding a third window to the façade of the addition could help tie the addition in with the original 
house better. Mr. Friedman agreed with Mr. Schorr. Mr. Barney commented that adding a third 
window should be fine. The commission voted unanimously to find the garage not preferably 



preserved. The commission suggested edits to the proposed design, but did not vote on the partial 
demolition plans.  

5. 17 Fernwood Road – Request for Demolition 

Request for Total Demolition of House and Garage 

Staff Reported that this is a 1936 Dutch Colonial in a well-preserved neighborhood. Staff 
recommends finding the property preferably preserved.  

No one was present to represent the application. Staff showed photos of the house using the share 
screen function.  

Tricia Papa commented that she would find the property preferably preserved, and thought that 
there were lots of possibilities with the existing property. Councilor Malakie commented that she 
agreed that the property should be preferably preserved. Brenda Pring commented that she was an 
abutter of the property and that she believed the property should be preserved. Christine Carey 
commented that she thought this was a great old house that should be preserved. Jerry Melnick 
commented that this house is larger than others in the neighborhood, and that there would be 
possibilities for partial demolition. Rob Greenly commented that the property should be preferably 
preserved.  

Mr. Friedman commented that he thought the house could be preserved and added on to.  

Mr. Friedman made a motion to find the property preferably preserved. Ms. Kubie seconded the 
motion.  

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on January 23rd, 2025, the Newton Historical 
Commission, by vote of 6-0:  

RESOLVED to find the property preferably preserved. 

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained/Recused: 
JR   
KK   
MA   
SF   
HS   
DC   

 

6. 420 Lowell Avenue – Request for Demolition 

Request for Total Demolition 

Staff Reported that this is a 1949 Garrison Colonial in a well-preserved, inventoried neighborhood. 
Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved.  

Robert LeBlanc, Ward Schiffman, and Laurance Lee were present to represent the application. Mr. 
Lee gave a presentation using the share screen function while Mr. Schiffman spoke described the 



reasons he believed the property should not be found preferably preserved. The presentation 
showed photos of the home and pointed out architectural details.  

Mr. Cornelius clarified the scope of the vote this evening. Steven Kornstein commented that he 
believed the property should be found preferably preserved, and suggested a partial demolition 
instead of a total demolition.  

Mr. Schorr made a motion to find the property preferably preserved. Mr. Friedman seconded the 
motion.  

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on January 23rd, 2025, the Newton Historical 
Commission, by vote of 3-3:  

RESOLVED to find the property preferably preserved. The motion failed, and demolition was not 
delayed.  

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained/Recused: 
JR KK  
HS MA  
DC SF  

 

7. 308 Prince Street – Request for Demolition 

Request for Total Demolition  

Staff Reported that this is a 1916 Colonial Revival style house in a well-preserved, inventoried 
neighborhood. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved.  

Chris Utano was present to represent the application. Mr. Utano described the reasoning for wanting 
to the demolish the property and why it should not be found preferably preserved.  

Mr. Cornelius commented that he was surprised the house was slated for demolition. Mr. Cornelius 
commented that over a dozen abutters wrote letters in support of finding the property preferably 
preserved.  

Robin Blatt commented that she thought the property was a gateway to the neighborhood and that 
she would be in favor of renovation instead of demolition for this property. Scott Aquilina 
commented that he thought that this house was in good condition and that he believed it should be 
preferably preserved. Councilor Wright commented that the property should be preserved and 
agreed it was a gateway to the neighborhood. Councilor Malakie commented that she agreed that 
the property was worth preserving and that the issues brought up by the applicant could be 
repaired. Bruce Yankner commented that he agreed that the house was a gateway to the 
neighborhood, and as such this home was more architecturally important than others on the street. 
Councilor Kelley commented that she agreed with those who spoke previously, that the property 
should be preserved. Joyce Van Dyke commented that she agreed with others who spoke, and that 
the house should be found preferably preserved. Mary Gaynor commented that she is an abutter of 
the property, and that she would not like to see the property demolished.  

Mr. Rice made a motion to find the property preferably preserved. Ms. Kubie seconded the motion.  



At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on January 23rd, 2025, the Newton Historical 
Commission, by vote of 4-2:  

RESOLVED to find the property preferably preserved. 

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained/Recused: 
JR MA  
KK SF  
HS   
DC   

 

8. 10-12 Frances Street – Request for Demolition 

Request for Total Demolition 

Staff Reported that this is a ca. 1900 American Foursquare style house in a relatively well-preserved 
neighborhood. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved.  

Abbas Amiri was present to represent the application. Mr. Amiri commented that he did not see any 
significance to this property or those nearby, and noted that there were a variety of styles of houses 
in the neighborhood.  

Mr. Cornelius commented that he was unsure about the significance of this property. Mr. Friedman 
agreed.  

There was no public comment.  

Mr. Friedman made a motion to find the property preferably preserved. Mr. Schorr seconded the 
motion.  

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on January 23rd, 2025, the Newton Historical 
Commission, by vote of 2-3:  

RESOLVED to find the property preferably preserved. The motion failed, and demolition is not 
delayed.  

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained/Recused: 
HS JR  
DC KK  
 SF  

 

9. 5 Morseland Avenue – Request for Demolition Waiver 

Request for Waiver of Demolition Delay 

Staff Reported that this is a 1950 Colonial Revival on a well-preserved street. 

Terry Morris was present to represent the application. Mr. Morris gave a presentation using the 
share screen function, showing the plans for new construction and describing the proposed design.  



Mr. Cornelius commented that he did not think the property had a lot of architectural detail. Staff 
showed the rendering using the share screen function. Mr. Armstrong questioned why the design 
was so flat.  

MaryLee Belleville commented that she agreed with the commissioners and thought that the house 
looked like a box.  

Mr. Schorr commented that the design needed a rework, with some design thought to make it fit in 
with the neighborhood better. Mr. Amiri commented that neighbors were in favor of the design.  

Mr. Armstrong made a motion to waive the demolition delay and approve the plans as drawn. Mr. 
Schorr seconded the motion.  

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on January 23rd, 2025, the Newton Historical 
Commission, by vote of 0-5-1  

RESOLVED to waive the demolition delay and approve the plans as drawn. 

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained/Recused: 
 JR SF 
 KK  
 MA  
 HS  
 DC  

 

10. 17 Warren Avenue – Request for Demolition Waiver 

Request for Waiver of Demolition Delay 

Staff Reported that this is an inventoried, ca. 1890 Italianate house.  

Alex Kogan was present to represent the application. Mr. Kogan gave a presentation using the share 
screen function, showing the proposed plans for new construction and describing the rationale and 
inspiration for the design.  

Mr. Cornelius commented that he appreciated the design inspiration but did not like it for this 
property. Mr. Schorr thought the design was interesting but that it did not work in the surrounding 
neighborhood, suggesting that the house was overly monumental and imposing. Mr. Friedman 
commented that he did not think it fit the context. Ms. Kubie agreed that the design was not in 
context for the neighborhood, and that it does not mitigate the loss of the existing building.  

Mr. Cornelius commented that a letter in opposition to the design was submitted to the commission. 
MaryLee Belleville commented that she did not like the design and that it was not contextually 
appropriate. Patrick Farmer commented that he was an abutter on Warren Ave, and read a letter 
written by himself and other abutters in opposition to the design. Leslie Wissing commented that 
she was an abutter of the property and was also in opposition to the design as proposed. Jennifer 
Berardino-Fucci suggested a farmers porch instead of the column on the front of the house. 
Councilor Malakie commented that she was concerned about trees on the property. Sarah Nalven 
commented that the proposed house was very out of scale for the street, in part due to the narrow 



nature of the street. Daniel Page commented that he did not think the design fit in with the 
neighborhood.  

Mr. Cornelius commented that he agreed that the columns did not fit in with the neighborhood, and 
recommended removing them and bringing the front façade down.  

Mr. Schorr made a motion to waive the demolition delay and approve the plans as drawn. Mr. 
Friedman seconded the motion.  

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on January 23rd, 2025, the Newton Historical 
Commission, by vote of 0-6:  

RESOLVED to waive the demolition delay and approve the plans as drawn. 

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained/Recused: 
 JR  
 KK  
 MA  
 SF  
 HS  
 DC  

 
11. 208 Chapel Street – Request for Demolition Waiver 

Request for Waiver of Demolition Delay 

Staff Reported that this is an inventoried, ca. 1869 Classical Revival style house.  

Omar Youssef was present to represent the application. Mr. Youssef presented the updated plans 
using the share screen function and described the changes made to the design since the previous 
meeting.  

Janet Sterman commented that she wondered how this design fit in with other properties in the 
area. Mr. Cornelius commented that he thought the design was good but was unsure how it fit. Terry 
Sauro commented that she was unsure how the house would fit with neighborhood context. 
MaryLee Belleville commented that she didn’t think the design seemed contextual.  

Mr. Armstrong made a motion to waive the demolition delay and approve the plans as drawn. Mr. 
Friedman seconded the motion.  

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on January 23rd, 2025, the Newton Historical 
Commission, by vote of 4-2:  

RESOLVED to waive the demolition delay and approve the plans as drawn.  

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained/Recused: 
JR KK  
MA DC  
SF   
HS   

 



12. 20 Renee Terrace – Request for Demolition Waiver 

Request for Demolition Waiver 

Staff Reported that this is a 1962 split-level house 

Laurance Lee and Kevin Remillard were present to represent the application. Mr. Remillard gave a 
presentation using the share screen function, showing the proposed design for new construction and 
describing the design rationale.  

Mr. Cornelius commented that he liked the design overall. Mr. Friedman agreed with Mr. Cornelius. 

Councilor Kelley commented that she thought the design was nice, but suggested bringing the 
garage door back slightly. MaryLee Belleville commented that she liked the design. 

Mr. Schorr commented that he did not like the use of stone for the porch pillar. Mr. Remillard 
commented that he would be willing to change the material of that post.  

Mr. Schorr made a motion to waive the demolition delay and approve the plans as drawn. Mr. 
Friedman seconded the motion.  

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on January 23rd, 2025, the Newton Historical 
Commission, by vote of 6-0:  

RESOLVED to waive the demolition delay and approve the plans as drawn. 

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained/Recused: 
JR   
KK   
MA   
SF   
HS   
DC   

 
13. 81 Avalon Road – Request for Demolition Waiver 

Request for Waiver of Demolition Delay 

Staff Reported that this is a 1915 Dutch Colonial in a well-preserved, inventoried neighborhood.  

Kevin Remillard was present to represent the application. Mr. Remillard gave a presentation using 
the share screen function, showing photos of the existing house and neighborhood, before showing 
the proposed design. 

Mr. Schorr commented that the gambrel approach was the better design. 

MaryLee Belleville commented that she liked the gambrel approached design.  

Mr. Cornelius suggested the applicant return to a future meeting with an updated design.  

Administrative Discussion:  

a) Approval of minutes from the December 19th, 2024 meeting 



Minutes from the December 19th, 2024 hearing were unanimously approved by those in attendance at 
the hearing. 

 

The meeting was adjourned by unanimous vote.  

Respectfully,  

, NHC  

 


