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STAFF MEMORANDUM 
 

Meeting Date:  May 15, 2025 
     

DATE:  May 9, 2025 
 

TO:   Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission    
   

FROM:   Kimberly Crocker, Senior Preservation Planner 
     

SUBJECT:  Additional Review Information 
 

 
The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Chestnut Hill Historic District 
Commission (Chestnut Hill HDC) with information about the significance of the properties being 
reviewed and the application process, which may be useful in the review and decision-making process 
of Chestnut Hill HDC. Additional information may be presented at the meeting that the Chestnut Hill 
HDC can take into consideration when discussing a Local Historic District Review application. 

 
 

Dear Chestnut Hill HDC Members, 

The following is additional information for the review of the Local Historic District Review applications. 
 
14 Lawrence Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1899 Colonial Revival was built for Franklin and Ruth Williams; Franklin Wiliams 
worked in the cotton goods business in Boston. The architecture firm was Chapman and Frazier, and the 
builder was John Campbell. 
 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The applicants are requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness to replace a fence 
separating the driveway between 14 and 8 Lawrence Road. The previous fence was significantly damaged during 
waterline replacement and boxwood bushes are currently separating the fence. The proposed fence is cedar 
begins at the mailbox at 42” which transitions up to 54”. The fence is 54” for 5 sections. The sixth section features 
the addition of lattice in addition to the 54” fence to achieve a six-foot-high fence between the houses.  

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Application: https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/868011 

Compiled 14 Lawrence Road 
Assessors database map 
Photos of previous fence and existing vegetation 
Plot plans 
Fence design 
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Fence example from neighborhood 
MHC Form B 

 

258 Hammond Street – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: This house is one of the earliest surviving examples of the country villa in Chestnut Hill. 
It was designed by Simon Stone, the gifted son of neighbor, Ebenezer Stone. A professor with Dr. Oliver Wendell 
Holmes at Harvard Medical School, Dr. Slade was an ardent naturalist and president of the Newton Horticultural 
Society. The completed mansion remained in the Slade family until the death of Dr. Slade’s widow in 1922. 
Shortly afterwards, the house was purchased by Chandler Hovey, a descendent of one of the area’s first settlers. 
The Hovey family continued to live there until the house was sold to Boston College in 1970. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The applicant is proposing reconstruction of four brick chimneys on the main mass of 
Hovey House, closely following what existed before deconstruction. In 2023, an emergency CONA was issued for 
the temporary deconstruction and removal of chimneys due to failure and risk to safety. The chimneys were 
partially deconstructed.  

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Application: https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/867064  

Compiled 258 Hammond Street 
Assessors database map  
2023 Emergency CONA 
Photos of full chimneys 
Present site photos from staff 
Detail photos of chimneys 
Summary of work 
Bid Plan Set 
Project Manual 
Sample photos  
MHC Form B 
 

61 Gate House Road – Certificates of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1905 Colonial Revival was built on farmland that belonged to Isaac Kingsbury. The 
original address appears to have been 22 Reservoir Avenue; the original lot extended to both sides of Firth Road 
(now Nancy Road) with the west property line bordered by Reservoir Avenue and the east property line bordered 
by Norfolk Road (now Gate House Road.) William and Isabella Firth lived in the house by 1907; William was the 
president of a firm in the Post Office Building in Boston. The 1910 U.S. Federal Census shows that William and 
Isabella Firth lived in the house with their daughter Pauline and three English servants, Emma Wright, Margaret 
Fraser and Sarah A. Atkinson. William’s occupation is listed as a machinery importer. 

FIRST APPLICATION: The applicant is requesting to replace the metal stairs which lead from the driveway, with 
Stanstead granite steps, featuring a galvanized steel handrail, and bluestone landing. This alteration will be 
screened from public view by landscaping. On the north side of the property, the applicants are proposing two 
stone puddingstone retaining walls, and a bluestone patio. The patio would feature a stone gas fire pit and a 
masonry built-in grill. The goal is to have the new masonry stone units match the existing stones. The applicant 
is also proposing masonry steps from the driveway to the garage. Visibility of the steps from a public way is 
limited due to existing concrete retaining walls and topography. They are also requesting to install two masonry 
pillars with Bluestone caps at the entrance of the driveway, which will feature an address plaque. Additionally, 
they wish to install a cedar tongue and groove privacy fence along the northeast property line extending as far 
as the abutters fence does. Other proposed work includes repairing and restoring the stone wall under the rear 
deck, converting a lattice panel to an entrance from the basement and adding a stone step into the yard from 
basement.  

Note: The Commission visited the site to review project 4/30/2025.  

FIRST APPLICATION MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Application: https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/862824 

https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/867064
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/862824
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Compiled 61 Gate House Road 
Assessors database map  
Site Grading 
Existing Conditions photos 
Plot Plan 
Updated Landscaping Plan 
Proposed detail and section sheets 
Material information and specifications 
Photos of proposed materials 
MHC Form B 

 
SECOND APPLICATION: The conversion of the garage was previously approved by the Chestnut Hill Historic 
District Commission on August 15, 2024. The applicants are seeking to revise the approved plans to incorporate 
a second means of egress to comply with the building department. One proposal is the installation of a door in 
the dormer and stairs to meet grade, facing Nancy Road. The stairs are proposed as wood painted white, while 
the railing is metal to decrease footprint, painted black.   

Note: The Commission visited the site to review project 4/30/2025.  

SECOND APPLICATION MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Application: https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/862879 

Compiled 61 Gate House Road 
Assessors database map  
Updated Site Plan 
Existing Condition photos 
Detail photos 
Revised Proposal Elevations 
Revised Proposal Renderings 
Railing Materials 
Lighting option 
Doors and hardware information 
MHC Form B 

 
6 Reservoir Avenue – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: This Ranch style house was constructed in 1959 at the corner of Reservoir Avenue and 
Beacon Street. The cross gabled roof features a low, rectangular chimney on the gable end. The main entrance 
and body of the house are set back of the prominent garage. Most notable is the unique five segment bow 
window with two sidelights on the front elevation.  

APPLICATION PROCESS: The applicant is proposing the replacement of the front bow window with fiberglass 
casement bow design, painted white. Additionally, replace the sunroom windows (milled aluminum frames) on 
the rear, visible from Beacon Street, with fiberglass sliding windows. Exterior trim will be PVC. Finally, the 
aluminum door is proposed to be replaced with white fiberglass with a single glass pane.  

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Application: https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/867648  

Compiled 6 Reservoir Avenue 
Assessors database map  
Summary of work 
Photos of windows for replacement 
Specifications of replacements  
MHC Form B 

 
Administrative discussion 

Minutes: The April 2025 draft minutes are ready for review. 

https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/862879
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/867648

