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STAFF MEMORANDUM 
 

Meeting Date:  June 26, 2025 
     
DATE:  June 20, 2025 
 
TO:   Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission    
   
FROM:   Kimberly Crocker, Senior Preservation Planner 
     
SUBJECT:  Additional Review Information 
 

 
The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Chestnut Hill Historic District 
Commission (Chestnut Hill HDC) with information about the significance of the properties being 
reviewed and the application process, which may be useful in the review and decision-making process 
of Chestnut Hill HDC. Additional information may be presented at the meeting that the Chestnut Hill 
HDC can take into consideration when discussing a Local Historic District Review application. 
 
 
Dear Chestnut Hill HDC Members, 

The following is additional information for the review of the Local Historic District Review applications. 
 
Note: The first two applications are related to the repaving effort on Reservoir Avenue. Notification 
was mailed to the neighborhood properties offering enrollment into the curb betterment program. 
These applications have to be reviewed by the Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission. Due to an 
error made when notifying the property owners of the process, their application consist of three to 
four photos. A presentation will be provided by the Department of Public Works on the curbing itself. 
This is a one-time presentation by DPW due to the circumstances. Discussion of each property will 
proceed as usual, and each property will receive a vote. 
 
In speaking with Barbara Kurze, former Senior Preservation Planner, staff were made aware of 
precedents. In summary, concrete curbing to granite is typically allowed for upgrading; partial 
curbing (which does not extend the full lot) is typically allowed to be extended; new curbing which 
would alleviate a site complication (i.e. flooding) is typically allowed; isolated curbing (where 
abutters and those directly across the street) do not have curbs is typically not allowed. As always, 
the Commission is not bound by the previous decisions and can make decisions based on the specific 
conditions of each property and context to fulfill their directive of ensuring changes are design 
compatible.    
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6 Reservoir Avenue – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: This Ranch style house was constructed in 1959 at the corner of Reservoir Avenue 
and Beacon Street. The cross gabled roof features a low, rectangular chimney on the gable end. The main 
entrance and body of the house are set back of the prominent garage. Most notable is the unique five segment 
bow window with two sidelights on the front elevation. 
 
APPLICATION PROCESS: The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness upgrade curb service. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Application: https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/870687  
Photos of property and abutters. 
MHC Form B 
 

53 Reservoir Avenue – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: Development on Reservoir Avenue, named for the Chestnut Hill Reservoir, began in 
the early teens. 19, 87, and 92 Reservoir Avenue were built in 1911, 1912, and 1915. The rest of the houses on 
the west side were built in the 1920s, including the circa 1927 Craftsman style house whose first residents were 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Hallahan. Mr. Hallahan worked in insurance. The opposite side of Reservoir Avenue was 
developed from the late 1930s onwards. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness to install new curbs where 
none currently exist. The neighbors on each side do not have curbs, but the abutter directly across the street 
does have concrete curbs.  

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Application: https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/871450   
Photos of property and abutters 
MHC Form B 
 
6 Reservoir Avenue – Certificates of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: This Ranch style house was constructed in 1959 at the corner of Reservoir Avenue and 
Beacon Street. The cross gabled roof features a low, rectangular chimney on the gable end. The main entrance 
and body of the house are set back of the prominent garage. Most notable is the unique five segment bow 
window with two sidelights on the front elevation.  

APPLICATION PROCESS: The applicant is proposing the replacement of the front bow window with fiberglass 
casement bow design, painted white. Additionally, replace the sunroom windows (milled aluminum frames) on 
the rear, visible from Beacon Street, with fiberglass sliding windows. Exterior trim will be PVC. Finally, the 
aluminum door is proposed to be replaced with white fiberglass with a single glass pane.  

Note: This case is continued from the previous hearing due to insufficient information to render a decision. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Application: https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/867648   
Compiled 6 Reservoir Avenue 
Assessors database map  
Summary of work 
Photos of windows for replacement 
Specifications of replacements  
MHC Form B 
 
381 Hammond Street – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The house features half timbering in the Tudor Revival Style with woof shingle cladding. 
The three-bay façade is irregular and has a partially hipped roof open long porch projecting beyond the gable 

https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/870687
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/871450
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/867648
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end main block. While date of construction is not entirely clear, Engineering water and sewer hook up records 
provides evidence for c. 1895. The earliest documentation of occupation was also in the 1890s with Catherine 
and Jane Motley, who eventually relocated to Lawrence Road in 1902. It is believed that this is when the church 
is passed along to the Church of Out Savior, soon to be the Church of the Redeemer when they relocated to 
Lawrence Road. The later directories from 1905 show a minister living at the address.  

APPLICATION PROCESS: The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness for a fence replacement. 
The current fence is open in nature and four feet tall at the side yards, which transitions at the intersection with 
the street to a six feet stockade fence. The proposal is to replace the entire fence, which is rotting, with a six 
foot cedar straight top fence. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Application: https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/875643     
Compiled 381 Hammond Street 
Assessors database map  
Photos of existing fence 
Product and materials specifications 
MHC Form B 
 
32 Clovelly Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The house was built in 1989.  

APPLICATION PROCESS: The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness for a fence in the side yard 
to fence in the back yard for a dog. Along the side and rear property line is an existing chain-link fence. The 
proposal is to install a four-foot aluminum fence in the side yard, connecting to the existing chain-link fence.  The 
fence to the left side of the house will extend in front of the main mass and run along Clovelly Road to the lot 
line where it will turn to meet the existing chain-link fence. The proposed aluminum fence is open in nature and 
will be screened with plantings following installation. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 

Application: https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/868590  
Compiled 32 Clovelly Road 
Assessors database map  
Photos of existing fence 
Proposed location photos 
Proposal site map 
Product and materials specifications 
MHC Form B 
 
15 Lawrence Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: 15 Lawrence Road is listed in the National Register’s Old Chestnut Hill Historic District, 
and in the Kingsbury-Woodman area form. The portico was built after 1905, and appears in the earliest aerial 
view available from 1938.    

APPLICATION PROCESS: The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness to demolish the tennis 
portico.  

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 

Application: https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/868579   
Compiled 15 Lawrence Road 
Assessors database map  
Photos of existing building 
Proposed location photos 
Proposal write up 
MHC Form B 
 

https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/875643
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/868590
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/868579
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Administrative discussion 

Minutes: The April and May 2025 draft minutes are ready for review. 
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