Real Property Reuse Committee Report

City of Newton
In City Council

Thursday, June 12, 2025

Present: Councilors Danberg (Chair), Lucas, Getz, Gentile, Malakie, Oliver and Lipof

Absent: Councilor Laredo

Also Present: Councilor Block

City staff Present: Senior Assistant City Solicitor Andrew Lee, Director of Planning & Development

Barney Heath, and Director of Housing and Community Development Lara Kritzer

All Real Property Reuse Committee agendas and reports, both past and present, can be found at the
following link: https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-ad-hoc-
committees/real-property-reuse-committee

For more information regarding this meeting, a video recording can be found at the following link:
https://www.youtube.com/@newtvgovernment

#36-24 Reuse of parcel of land on Grove and Hancock Street
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT submitting on November 3, 2023 a
letter stating that the 36,356 sq. ft. City owned parcel of land known as 169
Grove Street and 136 Hancock Street, should be made available for sale or
lease, pursuant to the City of Newton Ordinances Section 2-7.
Real Property Reuse Held 7-0, Public Hearing set for 03/28/2024 on 1/25/24
Real Property Reuse Held 7-0 (Councilor Lipof not voting), Public Hearing Continued
on 03/28/2024
Motion to give the JAPG a 90- day extension on 01/16/25
Real Property Reuse Held 7-0 on 01/16/25

Action: Real Property Reuse Approved waiving the requirement that the public
hearing be held within 60 days of the submission of the JAPG report and to
set the public hearing in September 7-0

Note: Chair Danberg introduced members of the committee and members of city
staff, including Barney Heath, Director of Planning and Development, Senior Assistant City
Solicitor Andrew Lee and Lara Kritzer, Director of Housing and Community Development. The


https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-ad-hoc-committees/real-property-reuse-committee
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-ad-hoc-committees/real-property-reuse-committee
https://www.youtube.com/@newtvgovernment

Real Property Reuse Committee Report
Thursday, June 12, 2025

Committee was also joined by the Vice- Chair of the JAPG, David Hedison to go over the
attached report from the JAPG.

Chair Danberg noted that she would be looking for a motion to waive the requirement that
the public hearing be held within 60 days of the submission of the JAPG report and to set the
public hearing in September, so that the committee has time to review the documentation
and so that there is not a need to schedule the public hearing during the summer months.

Mr. Heath gave a brief history of the JAPG and what work has been done year to date. Ms.
Kritzer shared the attached presentation regarding the JAPG's role in reviewing the options
for the site. The two recommendations are keeping the Harding complex and demolishing
the Hume and Howard houses or keeping the Harding and Hume houses and demolishing the
Howard house. The recommendation does not include the 10,000 sq. ft set aside for the
Williams School. Mr. Hendison explained that challenges they have faced include funding and
historic preservation. He also noted that they have met with the Auburndale Historic
Commission regarding the project.

Atty. Lee gave the attached presentation on the process. It was noted that after the public
hearing, the City Council would vote if they want to lease the property, sale is not an option
in this case because the property was bought with ARPA funding.

Councilor Lipof motioned to waive the requirement that the public hearing be held within 60
days of the submission of the JAPG report and to set the public hearing in September which
was approved 7 to 0.

The Committee adjourned at 8:20 pm

Respectfully submitted,
Vicki Danberg, Chair
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WALKER CENTER
JAPG FINAL REPORT

Real Property ReUse Committee

June 12, 2025




Background

The City purchased Lots A and B in
November 2021 using ARPA Funds

The Council Order specifies that the site
be used for education and affordable
housing purposes

10,000 sf. of the purchased site is set
aside for use by the Williams
Elementary School, located to the
North of Lots A and B

Lots 1, 2 and 3 have been purchased by
a private developer and are part of a
separate development project

The site is located in the Auburndale
Local Historic District and includes
three existing buildings
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Howard House, 136 Hancock Street
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Hume House, Grove Street

,,:.. »_'ﬁvllﬁfy% .
O A

W/IM
A, T




.
D
Q
S
)
V)
Q
>
O
S
O
LN
o)
i
—i
o)
—i
X
P
Q.
&
O
O
o]0)
=
e
S
(qV)
L




JAPG Process and Timeline

« June 2024 - Real Property ReUse Committee’s initial determination triggers the
creation of the nine member Joint Advisory Planning Group (JAPG)

« August 2024 — JAPG stablished and holds its first public meeting to discuss potential
future ideas for the Walker Center Site

« August 2024 — January 2025 — JAPG meets regular to review options for the site

 January 2025 - JAPG requests a 90-day extension of their review period to discuss
ideas for the site with City Departments and Committees

« March 13, 2025 — JAPG meets to discuss potential recommendations and report
process

 April 10, 2025 — JAPG votes to recommend two options for the site

« June 12, 2025 — Final Report of the JAPG is submitted to the Real Property ReUse
Committee for review




JAPG Recommendations — Option 1:

Keep the Harding Complex and add a modest addition to the back
for a future housing project, demolish the Howard and Hume
Houses B e - " s ¥




JAPG Recommendations — Option 2:

Keep the Harding and Hume Houses for a future housing project,
demolish the Howard House




JAPG Recommendations — Both Options:

» These recommendations do not include the 10,000 sf. of land
allocated to the William School for future use

- Additional open space created by the demolition of existing
structures is recommended to be used to give the Williams
Elementary School flexibility for its future expansion needs

- The JAPG was supportive of an affordable housing component
or a congregate housing option for the remaining buildings on
the site but did not recommend any unit counts at this time
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REAL PROPERTY REUSE
PROCESS

CITY OF NEWTON — 169 GROVE STREET
JUNE 12, 2025

Process

January 25, 2024 — First Real Property
Reuse meeting

March 28, 2024 — optional Public
hearing held

June 12, 2024 — non-binding initial
determination

May 12, 2024 — JAPG Report
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Joint Advisory Planning Group submits report

‘ Real Property Reuse Committee must hold a public hearing |

Committee makes its recommendation to the full City Council

City Council votes on recommendation to the Mayor

Public Hearing

The Real Property Reuse Committee must hold the
public hearing not less than thirty (30) days nor
more than sixty (60) days from the date of
submission of the JAPG Report.

The purpose of the hearing is to hear the views of
the public and all interested parties with regard to
the future use of the property.
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Waliving Reuse Requirements

Any requirements of the Real
Property Reuse Ordinance (Sec. 2-7)
not required by statute or charter

may be waived by a 2/3 vote of the
City Council.

REUSE COMMITTEE
RECOMMENDATION

The last step for the Reuse Committee after the close of the public
hearing is to vote on a recommendation to the full City Council.

The Reuse committee shall take into account the effect of the proposal
on the neighborhood and on the city as a whole and determine that its
recommendation is consistent with the goals and policies of the
Comprehensive Plan for the city

**Recommend that the property be sold or leased
«»Set minimum sale price

“»*Specific use characteristics of the property

“*Recommend that the property be retained by the City
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FULL CITY COUNCIL VOTE

Within 60 days of the Reuse Committee’s recommendation, the full City
Council is required to vote on a resolution to the Mayor for the
disposition and future use of the property.

++2/3r vote required.

**Resolution may authorize the Mayor to lease all or a portion of the
property and set minimum financial terms.

The Mayor then takes appropriate action based on the Council’s
recommendation

Summary of Potential Actions
*Set the public hearing date

°If the Real Property Reuse Committee wishes to
schedule the public hearing more than 60 days
from the date of the submission of the JAPG
Report, the Committee must vote to recommend
that the requirement be waived and the City
Council must vote to approve the recommendation
by a 2/3 vote.
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