
Programs & Services Committee Report 
 

City of Newton 
In City Council  

 
Wednesday, June 4, 2025 

 
Present: Councilors Krintzman (Chair), Humphrey, Micley, and Farrell 
 
Absent: Councilor Lobovits, Malakie, Oliver, and Baker 
 
City Staff: Library Director Jillo Mercurio and City Solicitor Ali Guiliani  
 
All agendas and reports, both past and present can be found at the following link: Programs & 
Services Committee | City of Newton, MA (newtonma.gov) 
 
For more information regarding this meeting, a video recording can be found at the following 
link: Programs and Services Committee - June 4, 2025 
 

Referred to Finance and Programs & Services Committees 
#106-25 Appropriation of $75,000 for Community Health Assessment and Community 

Health Improvement Plan 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend 
seventy-five thousand dollars ($75,000) from June 30, 2024 Certified Free Cash to 
allow the Health & Human Services Department to do a Community Health 
Assessment and prepare a Community Health Improvement Plan for the City. 
Programs & Services Held 6-0-2 (Councilors Baker and Humphrey Abstaining) 
on 05-07-25 
Finance Approved 3-2-2 (Councilors Grossman and Malakie Opposed) 
(Councilors Gentile and Bixby Abstaining) on 05-27-25 

Action:  Programs & Services Voted No Action Necessary 4-0 
 
Note:  The Administration sent the attached letter requesting the withdrawal of this 
item. Councilor Micley motioned to vote no action necessary which passed 4-0.  
 

Referred to Finance and Programs & Services Committees 
#122-25 Appropriation of $150,000 for Library data wiring 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate one hundred 
fifty thousand dollars ($150,000) from June 30, 2024 Certified Free Cash to add 
to and update the Newton Free Library's data wiring to improve connectivity, 
data security and transmission speed in heavily used patron and staff areas. 

https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-committees/programs-services-committee
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-committees/programs-services-committee
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ZM7cYPRJH0&list=PLqJiDbsvfNjWrNbMO43imvzNSUJfdURqQ
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Programs & Services Held 6-0-2 (Councilors Baker and Humphrey Abstaining) 
on 05-08-25  
Finance Held 6-0-1 (Councilor Humphrey Abstaining) on 05-08-25 
Finance Approved 7-0 on 05-27-25 

Action:  Programs & Services Approved 4-0 
 
Note:  Library Director Jill Mercurio joined the committee to discuss this item. Ms. 
Mercurio explained this funding will help the library update the current data wiring that has not 
been updated since the building was built in 1991. She noted this money will help the library 
upgrade the technology in three meeting rooms and 11 study rooms to support hybrid 
meetings. Additionally, she said this funding would allow the library to add some security 
cameras and door locking systems.  
 
A councilor asked if there were already security cameras in place at the library and Ms. 
Mercurio said there were some but not in all places that would be advantageous, such as on 
the front plaza. The same councilor asked if Cat 7 wires were the most up-to-date technology 
and Ms. Mercurio confirmed they were.  
 
Councilor Micley motioned to approve which passed 4-0.   
 

Referred to Programs & Services and Finance Committees 
#170-25 Authorization to transfer $150,000 for legal services 
 HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer one hundred fifty 

thousand dollars ($150,000) from Acct# 0110851-511001, Legal – Full Time 
Salaries, to Acct # 0110851-530900, Legal – Legal Services to utilize outside legal 
firms to assist in various City needs.  

Action:  Programs & Services Approved 4-0 
 
Note:  City Solicitor Ali Giuliani joined the committee to discuss this item. She explained 
there is currently a vacancy in the Law Department for an Assistant City Solicitor handling labor 
relations. While that position has remained vacant, the Law Department has engaged outside 
counsel. This transfer of funds would pay for those services.  
 
Councilor Micley motioned to approve which passed 4-0.  
 
#153-25 Reappointment of Andria Tieman-Michney as a Newton Library Trustee 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR reappointing Andria Tieman-Michney, 9 Elmwood Park, 
Newton, as a Newton Library Trustee for a term of office set to expire on June 
30, 2030. (60 Days: July 18, 2025) 

Action:  Programs & Services Approved 4-0 
 
Note:  The Chair read the item into the record. Citing no objections, councilors voted 4-
0 on a motion to approve from Councilor Micley.  
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#148-25 Reappointment of Shawn Fitzgibbons to the Licensing Board 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR reappointing Shawn Fitzgibbons, 300 Homer Street, 
Newton, as a member of the Licensing Board for a term of office set to expire on 
June 2, 2031. (60 Days: July 18, 2025) 

Action:  Programs & Services Approved 4-0 
 
Note:  The Chair read the item into the record. Citing no objections, councilors voted 4-
0 on a motion to approve from Councilor Micley.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:15 pm.  
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Josh Krintzman, Chair 



Ruthanne Fuller 
Mayor 

Honorable City Council 
Newton City Hall 

City of Newton, Massachusetts 
Office of the Mayor 

1000 Commonwealth A venue 
Newton Centre, MA 02459 

Dear Honorable Councilors: 

T elephone 
(617) 796-1100 

Fax 
(617) 796-1113 

'lDD/TIY 
(61 7) 796-1089 

Email 
rfuller@ newtonma.gov 

June 4, 2025 

While we see a strong need for and many benefits from a Community Health Assessment and a 
Community Health Improvement Plan, based on feedback from Councilors we respectfully request the 
withdrawal of docket item # 106-25 requesting $75 ,000 from June 30, 2024 Certified Free Cash for the 
Health & Human Services Department for a Community Health Assessment and a Community Health 
Improvement Plan. 

Sincerely, 

Ruthanne Fuller, Mayor 

1000 Commonwealth Avenue N ewton, M assachusetts 02459 

,vvAv.ne,vtomna.gov 

#106-25
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