
   
The location of this meeting is accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided to persons 
with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please contact the city 
of Newton’s ADA Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance of the meeting: 
jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796‐1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617‐796‐1089. For the 
Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711.  
 

 
 

Real Property Reuse Committee Agenda 
  

City of Newton  
In City Council  

  
Thursday, June 12, 2025 

 
The Real Property Reuse Committee will hold this meeting as a virtual meeting 
on Thursday, June 12, 2025, at 7:30 pm which the public may access virtually via 
Zoom. To attend this meeting using Zoom use this link: https://newtonma-
gov.zoom.us/j/81683526616  , or call 1-646-558-8656 and use the following 
Meeting ID: 816 8352 6616 
 
 
Item Scheduled for Discussion: 
 

#36-24  Reuse of parcel of land on Grove and Hancock Street 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT submitting on November 3, 
2023 a letter stating that the 36,356 sq. ft. City owned parcel of land known 
as 169 Grove Street and 136 Hancock Street, should be made available for 
sale or lease, pursuant to the City of Newton Ordinances Section 2-7. 
Real Property Reuse Held 7-0, Public Hearing set for 03/28/2024 on 1/25/24 
Real Property Reuse Held 7-0 (Councilor Lipof not voting), Public Hearing 
Continued on  03/28/2024 

   Motion to give the JAPG a 90- day extension on 01/16/25  
   Real Property Reuse Held 7-0 on 01/16/25   
 

 
 

Respectfully submitted,  

Vicki Danberg, Chair   

https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/81683526616
https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/81683526616
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Execu�ve Summary 

The Walker Center Joint Advisory Planning Group (JAPG) was recommended by the Real Property 
Reuse Commitee of the Newton City Council in June 2024. The JAPG’s charge was to determine 
alterna�ve uses for the exis�ng structures on the site, located on approximately 26,000 sq. �. of 
land. The remaining 10,000 sq. �. that the site contains will be reserved for future school 
expansion purposes. Nine members were appointed by Mayor Ruthanne Fuller and City Council 
President Marc Laredo by early August 2024, and the group started mee�ng shortly therea�er.  

There are four units in three housing structures on the site that were formally part of the Walker 
Center for Ecumenical Exchange. The Harding complex, built in 1847 and located at 161-163 Grove 
St., the Hume house, built as an addi�on in 1926 to the Harding complex and located at 165 Grove 
St., and the Howard house, built in 1927 and located at 136 Hancock St.1  

The Walker Center JAPG met from August 2024 through March 2025 to discuss poten�al uses for 
the site. With the help of the Weston & Sampson consul�ng team, who were hired by the City 
with the use of the Execu�ve Office of Housing and Livable Communi�es’ Housing Choice Grant 
Program to conduct a feasibility analysis for housing on the site, the group looked at five different 
housing scenarios. Addi�onally, members felt strongly that the site was vital to the future 
expansion of Williams Elementary School, providing more open space to re-work the fields, 
playgrounds, and parking should the school need to expand or be rebuilt in the future.  

With the help of City staff, and a�er consulta�on with members of the School Commitee, Newton 
Public Schools, Newton Housing Partnership, Newton Housing Authority, and Auburndale Historic 
District Commission, the Walker Center JAPG recommends the following: the Harding complex, 
located at 161-163 Grove St. be preserved and converted into either housing with an affordable 
component or congregate housing, with a modest addi�on created at the back to address 
accessibility concerns, and that the Howard and Hume houses, located at 136 Hancock St. and 
165 Grove St. respec�vely, be demolished to create more flexibility for expanding Williams 
Elementary School in the future.  

Though the seven members present at their March 13, 2025, mee�ng voted for this as their 
preferred op�on, the members felt strongly that giving an alterna�ve op�on was necessary. As 
an alterna�ve op�on, the Walker Center JAPG recommends the Harding and Hume houses are 
preserved and used as housing with an affordable component or congregate housing, and that 
the Howard house be demolished to create more open space and flexibility for expanding 
Williams Elementary School in the future. The JAPG recommends further study of congregate 
housing, as more par�cularly described on page [11]. 

These recommendations were voted on by 6 out of 6 members of the Walker Center JAPG at their 
meeting on April 10, 2025.  

 
1 MACRIS database results for 136 Hancock St. “Howard house,” 161-163 Grove St. “Harding house,” and 165 Grove 
St. “Hume house.” 
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Introduc�on 

On November 15, 2021, the City Council voted to approve Docket Item #392-21, authorizing the 
Mayor to acquire a por�on of the former Walker Center of Ecumenical Exchange located directly 
adjacent to the Williams Elementary School. When the City purchased the property with 
American Resue Plan Act (ARPA) funds, it was specified in the Council Order that the site be used 
for educa�on and affordable housing purposes. The site is approximately 36,000 square feet and 
includes two structures, known as the Howard House, at 136 Hancock Street, and the Harding 
Complex, which includes the Hume House, at 161-165 Grove Street. 

Public Buildings Commissioner Josh Morse declared the buildings and a small por�on of the 
surrounding land on the site as a surplus available for use by another City department. 
Approximately 10,000 square feet of land will remain in the custody of the Public Buildings 
Department, however, for future school expansion purposes.  

Under City Ordinance, all maters related to the disposi�on of City owned real property are 
referred to the Real Property Reuse Commitee (Reuse Commitee). In June 2024, the Reuse 
Commitee made an “ini�al determina�on” to make the Howard, Hume, and Harding Houses on 
the site available for sale or lease. This ini�al determina�on then triggered the crea�on of the 
ci�zen-led, nine-member Joint Advisory Planning Group (JAPG). 

The JAPG is a ci�zen-led, volunteer group comprised of nine members, five appointed by the 
President of the City Council and four appointed by the Mayor. As stated in the City’s Ordinance, 
Sec�on 2-7, Disposi�on of Interest in city owned real property, “It shall be the responsibility of 
the JAPG to work with the Department of Planning and Development to iden�fy alterna�ves for 
the future use of the subject property, including possible con�nued municipal use.” The JAPG has 
finalized its recommenda�on in this report. The Reuse Commitee will consider the JAPG’s final 
report before making its own recommenda�on to the City Council on how the City should 
proceed. 

The JAPG was established and first met in August 2024. City ordinance provides the JAPG with a 
180-day period to submit its final recommenda�on to the Reuse Commitee. The JAPG held
regular public mee�ngs from its start date through January 2025 to discuss the future use of the
Walker Center site based on the group’s exper�se, research, presenta�ons by stakeholders, and
informa�on provided by the staff. In January 2025, the Walker Center JAPG members discussed
the need for further conversa�ons with various stakeholders, including the Newton Housing
Partnership, Newton Housing Authority, Newton Public Schools (NPS), Newton School
Commitee, Department of Parks, Recrea�on & Culture, and the Parks and Recrea�on Commitee.
A 90-day extension was granted by the Reuse Commitee Chair, Councilor Vicki Danberg. A�er
this point, members conducted their own one-on-one conversa�ons with the various groups
men�oned above.

As further detailed in this report, the JAPG’s considera�on of affordable housing as a feasible use 
was informed by the analysis of Weston & Sampson, Urban Focus, and CICADA, a consul�ng team 
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hired though the Massachusets Execu�ve Office of Housing and Livable Communi�es’ Housing 
Choice Grant Program.  

Staff Presenta�ons 

Josh Morse, Commissioner of Public Buildings 

Public Buildings Commissioner Josh Morse presented informa�on regarding Williams Elementary 
School at the JAPG’s first mee�ng on August 27, 2024. Commissioner Morse explained that the 
school was built in the 1950s on approximately 135,000 square feet of land, though the school 
itself occupies approximately 42,000 square feet. Enrollment reached its peak in 1969 at three 
hundred seventy-five students and enrollment today is approximately two hundred students.  

Commissioner Morse explained that all the City’s capital planning projects require approval by 
the Massachusets School Building Authority (MSBA) and the City currently has six middle and 
elementary school projects underway, the last of which will be completed in 2034. Commissioner 
Morse explained that Williams Elementary School is low on the list of project priori�es in Newton 
at the moment, adding that the earliest the design work could begin may be the mid-to-late 
2040s, and possibly as late as the 2050s. 

Barbara Kurze, Senior Preserva�on Planner 

Barbara Kurze, Newton’s Senior Preserva�on Planner, gave a presenta�on at the JAPG’s 
September 19, 2024, mee�ng regarding local historic districts and what it means to be part of 
one. Ms. Kurze explained that the Auburndale Historic District was established in 2005 and 
included over 300 proper�es, including the Walker Center and its adjacent homes. The historic 
district commissions look at each individual property’s own merits to protect and preserve the 
dis�nc�ve characteris�cs of the property within the context of the neighborhood. To do so, the 
historic district commissions tend to encourage compa�ble design with the projects they review. 
Ms. Kurze noted that historic district commissions have approved addi�ons in the past and that 
total demoli�on is almost never approved.  

Josh Morse, Commissioner of Public Buildings 

On March 13th, 2025, Commissioner Josh Morse presented to the Walker Center JAPG an 
execu�ve summary of five op�ons that were discussed by members since the incep�on of the 
group the previous summer. The following five op�ons were presented:  

1. Howard house demolished/Harding and Hume houses preserved and/or added to (7
units)

2. Howard, Hume, and Harding houses preserved and/or added to (11 units)
3. Howard and Hume houses demolished/Harding house preserved and/or added to (5

units)
4. Howard and Hume houses demolished/Harding house preserved and/or added to (7

units)
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5. Full demoli�on of the Howard, Hume, and Harding houses 

Commissioner Morse summarized each scenario and provided an approximate amount of 
housing units would be created and excess land would be transferred to Newton Public Schools 
(NPS).  

Walker Center Site Informa�on 

 

The Harding, Hume, and Howard houses that are the subject of the JAPG’s review were formally 
part of the Walker Center for Ecumenical Exchange, and before this was known as the Walker 
Home for Missionary Children. Eliza Walker founded the Walker Home for Missionary Children in 
the late nineteenth century, a�er her husband passed away, and housed children of missionaries 
while they served in other countries. The main property at 144 Hancock Street, as well as the 
Harding, Hume, and Howard houses, con�nued to be used this way un�l 1989, when the name 
was changed to the Walker Center for Ecumenical Exchange and the purpose became “to create 
an interna�onal, ecumenical study center2.”  

 
2 htps://www.walkerctr.org/history.html  
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The Harding complex and Hume house, located at 161-165 Grove Street, was built in 1847 by 
Reverend Sewell Harding, Eliza Walker’s father3. Its’ architecture is described in the property 
inventory form found in the Massachusets Cultural Resource Informa�on System (MACRIS) as: 

The house at 161-163 Grove Street, built c. 1847, is a distinctive example of Italianate 
domestic architecture in the village of Auburndale and the city of Newton. It retains 
decorative features from the period of construction, including bracketed roof-edge 
entablatures, ornamental window frames, porches with intact paneled pillars and arched 
bracing, and wood clapboard siding. The building is associated with the earliest phase of 
suburban development in Auburndale and with important local figures. The property is 
listed individually on the National Register and as part of the Lasell Neighborhood Historic 
District; it also is contained in the Auburndale local historic district. 

Currently, there are three exis�ng housing units at the Harding complex. 

Figure 1: 161 Grove St. “Harding Complex” 

Figure 3: 163 & 165 Grove St. "Harding House" and "Hume House"

3 161-163 Grove St. Inventory Form Updated June 2013 

Figure 2: 163 Grove St. “Harding Complex” with the connecting hallway to 
“Hume House” 
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The Howard house, a single-family home located at 136 Hancock Street, was purchased by Eliza 
Walker in 1893 with plans to expand the Walker Center to missionaries on furlough. Its’ 
architecture is described in the MACRIS property inventory form as a two story, side-gabled 
Colonial Revival with a slate roof.4 

 

Figures 4 & 5: 136 Hancock St. "Howard House" 

The Walker Center eventually closed its doors in 2019, and the adjacent buildings and land were 
sold to the City of Newton for $2.45 million for future school expansion and affordable housing 
uses. The en�re site is located within the Auburndale Local Historic District and any changes made 
to the exterior of the three homes subject to the JAPG’s review will need to be approved by the 
Auburndale Historic District Commission.  

Consulta�on  

At their January 9, 2025, mee�ng, the members of the Walker Center JAPG voted in favor of 
extending their charge with the City’s Real Property Reuse Commitee for another 90 days to 
consult with specific groups on the alterna�ve uses of the site. Members felt they knew what the 
poten�al opportunity and challenges for housing on the site were but did not have a good idea 
for other alterna�ves. It was discussed that members would break into smaller groups to consult 
with Newton Public Schools, the School Commitee, Newton Housing Partnership, Newton 
Housing Authority, Department of Parks, Recrea�on & Culture, and the Auburndale Historic 
District Commission to make these determina�ons.  

Newton Public Schools and the School Commitee 

 
4 136 Hancock St. Inventory Form, Updated Sept. 2001 
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Walker Center JAPG members Abigail Glovsky and Rose Day met with Chris Brezski, Newton 
School Commitee Chair, and Rajeev Parlikar, Newton School Commitee member, ahead of the 
JAPG mee�ng held on February 6, 2025. At their February mee�ng, Ms. Glovsky reported back, 
sta�ng that the following were the opinions of the two members they spoke with, not the en�rety 
of the School Commitee.  

Ms. Glovsky reported that, though there was no strong interest in the houses themselves due to 
their age, upkeep costs, and accessibility issues, there was strong interest in the land they sit on. 
Williams Elementary School currently has significant layout issues, where children are required 
to walk through a parking lot to get to the fields and play structures. The parking lot itself does 
not contain enough parking for the elementary school staff, either. If the houses on the adjacent 
Walker Center site were able to be demolished, it would provide much more flexibility when the 
renova�on or rebuilding of Williams Elementary School happens in the future. Mr. Brezski and 
Mr. Parlikar noted that a decision would be made on the future of Williams Elementary School 
likely within the next five to fi�een years. This means that any poten�al long-term lease at the 
Walker Center property would not be possible if future expansion and rebuilding at Williams 
Elementary were to be taken seriously.5  

Ms. Glovsky noted further that Mr. Parlikar offered the idea of the buildings on the Walker Center 
site being used for programming for students with special needs aging out of Newton Public 
Schools, or a poten�al incubator space for local nonprofits.  

Newton Housing Partnership and Newton Housing Authority 

Vice Chair David Hedison emailed a request to the Newton Housing Partnership (NHP) on January 
13, 2025, for discussion at their January 28 mee�ng. In addi�on to Vice Chair Hedison, members 
David Boronkay, Julie Shea, and Rose Day of the JAPG atended the Newton Housing Partnership’s 
January 28 mee�ng, where the NHP’s dra� response was discussed and voted on. David Rockwell 
and Ann Houston of the NHP noted that there were several challenges in developing such a small 
site, par�cularly given the historic nature of the house. Mr. Rockwell and Ms. Houston also noted 
the challenges in obtaining historic tax credits, echoing the concerns noted by Vice Chair Hedison 
during several JAPG mee�ngs.  Mr. Rockwell and Ms. Houston suggested either suppor�ve 
housing in a smaller se�ng or linking the site to other proper�es for a larger, scatered site 
development opportunity.6 The NHP provided a writen report for the Walker Center JAPG to 
review, atached as Atachment J.  

At their February 6, 2025, mee�ng, Vice Chair Hedison reported back on his conversa�ons with 
the Newton Housing Authority (NHA) as well. Vice Chair Hedison reported that while the NHA 
may be willing to consider project-based vouchers for the site, they did not seem interested 

 
5 See Walker Center JAPG February 6 mee�ng summary and Abigail Glovsky’s mee�ng summary for further context. 
6 Mee�ng summary from Newton Housing Partnership’s January 28, 2025 mee�ng.  
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overall in such a small site. He noted that, given the size, the actual development of the site would 
be quite difficult for the NHA to take on.  

Department of Parks, Recrea�on & Culture 

Walker Center JAPG members Rose Day and Abigail Glovsky met with Commissioners Nicole 
Banks of the Department of Parks, Recrea�on & Culture and Commissioner Morse of Public 
Buildings on February 3, 2025, ahead of their February 6 JAPG mee�ng. Ms. Day reported that 
there are irriga�on issues with the fields and that, although the playground structures mee�ng 
ADA requirements, they are lacking in accessible play structures for the children that atend the 
Reflec�ons program at Williams Elementary School. It was noted that addi�onal green space was 
needed in the community.7  

Auburndale Historic District Commission 

Walker Center JAPG members Tom Gagen and Abigail Glovsky presented very briefly to the AHDC 
at their regular March 11, 2025, mee�ng. Mr. Gagen gave a summary of what the JAPG had 
discussed so far and asked the commission to consider the predicament the JAPG members have 
found themselves in given the need for addi�onal land at Williams Elementary School. A�er 
seeing images of the Howard, Hume, and Harding houses, the members of the AHDC said that 
demoli�on was unlikely for the structures on this site, considering their overall look and age.8   

Community Input 

The Walker Center JAPG received twenty-six messages in total from sixteen community members 
and one message from the Williams Neighborhood Group.9 Many of these messages expressed 
concern about increased traffic on Hancock Street with both the Civico Development plans for 
sixteen units on the formerly shared parcel previously owned by the Walker Center for 
Ecumenical Exchange and the poten�al Riverside development a short way down the road from 
the site. Many expressed deep concerns about the challenges facing Williams Elementary School, 
its students, and its staff and enumerated how the buildings and land at the site subject to the 
JAPG’s review could alleviate some of those pressures.  

Alterna�ves for the Future Use of Property 

The Walker Center JAPG members considered a variety of uses for the buildings on the site, 
including housing, addi�onal educa�onal space, open and/or green space, field expansion, and 
community space.  

Housing  

 
7 See Walker Center JAPG February 6 mee�ng summary and Rose Day’s mee�ng summary for further context. 
8 See Auburndale Historic District Commission’s mee�ng March 11, 2025 mee�ng minutes. 
9 All messages received can be read in Appendix O. 
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Some members were interested in seeing enough units fit on-site or combining this site with 
another to make the project financially feasible and open the poten�al housing project up to state 
and federal funding op�ons. Several members expressed concerns about traffic on Hancock 
Street with the addi�on of several units of housing and wanted to ensure that the number of 
units on the site made sense for the site and the neighborhood.  

With the assistance of the Weston & Sampson consul�ng team, the JAPG looked at various site 
plans. Currently, there are 3 units on-site in the Harding complex and Hume house. With 
moderate rehabilita�on, a total of 5 units could be created within the current structures. With a 
small addi�on added to the back of the building, where there is currently a hallway connec�ng 
the Harding Complex to the Hume House, 7 total units could be created on this part of the 
property. The consul�ng team es�mates there would be a total of 5 two bedrooms and 2 three 
bedrooms. The JAPG looked at different housing scenarios at Howard house as well. Currently, 
this is a single-family home. With a moderately sized addi�on to the back of the building, the 
consul�ng team es�mated that 4 two-bedroom units could be built, two units in the exis�ng 
structure, and two units created by the addi�on. In any scenario, a maximum of approximately 
11 family units could be created. Many JAPG members noted that, at such a few number of units, 
financing the project would be challenging, relying heavily on City resources. 

Members also raised the possibility of using either the en�re site or the Howard house alone for 
congregate housing with suppor�ve services. There are various popula�ons that could be served, 
including young adults who aged out of the foster care system, adults with au�sm or other special 
needs, immigrants, formerly homeless individuals, homeless veterans, or other popula�ons in 
need of housing enhanced with suppor�ve services.  Such a use would have different (and 
possibly less) parking needs and would be more amenable to a short-term arrangement (e.g., a 
50-year lease) to preserve the possibility of using the en�re site for future educa�onal use
consistent with the �me frame presented by Commissioner Morse. This possibility was not
explored by the Weston & Sampson consul�ng team and would require further study.

The members of the JAPG noted that parking would always be an issue on the site. The only access 
point for the buildings is through the exis�ng driveway adjacent to Howard house on Hancock 
Street. A driveway and parking lot would need to be created behind the buildings to hold at least 
one parking space per unit of housing, at most 11 parking spaces.  

The Weston & Sampson consul�ng team also put together a site plan to show what a driveway 
and parking lot off Grove Street would look like, no�ng they would not recommend this as it 
would increase costs and may not be approved by the Auburndale Historic District Commission 
given the need to remove and replace a four-foot retaining wall. Members noted that crea�ng a 
new driveway would likely require the crosswalk on Grove Street to be moved and would be too 
close to Williams Elementary School, and that the only viable op�on for site access is through the 
exis�ng driveway on Hancock Street. It was also noted that a traffic study exploring the traffic 
impact of different uses would be helpful. 
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As men�oned earlier, the JAPG members received twenty-six messages from sixteen neighbors 
and community members, as well as one message from the Williams Neighborhood Group, 
expressing concerns about traffic and parking, especially in light of the addi�on of 16 housing 
units by Civico Development on the adjacent parcel.  

Educa�onal 

Given the significant layout issues and overall lack of space at Williams Elementary School, some 
members felt strongly that the en�re site be given to NPS. Members noted that, though 
enrollment is currently low, it may increase if the Riverside development is built and that giving 
away the land and buildings will significantly reduce their flexibility to expand the school in the 
future.  

Members suggested that there is poten�al for all three of the homes to be converted and used 
as conference rooms, flex space, or office spaces as the Williams Elementary School staff and 
children o�en struggle to find private places to meet. A couple of members recommended that 
the site may be used to beter accommodate the needs of the children with disabili�es who 
atend the Reflec�ons Program. Some members suggested that, though there may not be 
immediate use for the property, universal pre-kindergarten may be on the horizon for Newton. 
With addi�onal space, this new need could be accommodated at Williams. Members noted that 
more conversa�ons and research would be needed to pursue these op�ons as the Weston & 
Sampson consul�ng team was limited in their scope by the Housing Choice Grant the City received 
from the Execu�ve Office of Housing and Livable Communi�es. In addi�on, some members noted 
what Commissioner Morse had said about the many years it might take before the school 
department could begin renova�ons of these buildings. 

In January 2025, Abigail Glovsky and Rose Day of the Walker Center JAPG met with members of 
the Newton School Commitee to discuss their interest and poten�al uses of the site. Ms. Glovsky 
reported back that members of the School Commitee were interested in the land the houses sit 
on but not the houses themselves. These same members noted that, in the next five to fi�een 
years, there would be a decision made on the future of Williams Elementary School and whether 
it would be renovated or rebuilt en�rely. At that point, NPS and the School Commitee may have 
a beter idea of what the land could be used for. They noted this would mean a fi�y-to-sixty-year 
lease on the property would not be possible, par�cularly if expansion and rebuilding were to be 
taken seriously.10  

Nearly all of the twenty-six messages from the sixteen neighbors and Williams Community Group 
voiced strong support for the land and space under the JAPG’s considera�on to be used for 
educa�onal purposes.  

Field Expansion and/or Community Space 

10 See mee�ng summary from February 6, 2025, for full report from A. Glovsky. 
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Many JAPG members were interested in the idea of demolishing the Howard house to expand the 
adjacent field. This would create more space and flexibility to move the parking lot or playground 
at Williams Elementary School in the future as well. Commissioner Morse had advised members 
that this project may be decades away.  

As demoli�on is rarely approved by the local historic districts, members also explored the 
poten�al of a community space at the Howard House. Members noted that, as with the case of 
housing, parking and traffic would con�nue to be a concern. Like with educa�onal uses, members 
felt this op�on should be explored more thoroughly by the City Council. 

Recommenda�on 

The Walker Center JAPG members want to make clear that the report provided by the Weston & 
Sampson consul�ng team does not reflect the thoughts and opinions of the JAPG. The JAPG 
members note the following: 

• Williams Elementary School has both short-term and long-term needs that need to be
addressed by Newton Public Schools and the School Commitee, including but not limited
to parking, safety, open space, mee�ng space, office space, flex space, accessibility,
programming, reasonable accommoda�ons of the student body, equity with the other
elementary schools in Newton, and expansion needs with the poten�al growth of the
student body. One member noted a strong preference for these uses condi�onal upon the
School Commitee proposing a plan for short term uses while longer term decisions are
some �me away.

• Any affordable housing project would need to be part of a scatered site development to
increase the financial feasibility of the project. The op�on of congregate housing also
needs further independent examina�on.

• Finally, all of the JAPG’s recommenda�ons are dependent on review and approval by the
Auburndale Historic District Commission.

A�er Commissioner Morse’s presenta�on of the execu�ve summary and with seven Walker 
Center JAPG members in atendance, the following are the op�ons recommended by the JAPG 
for considera�on of the Real Property Reuse Commitee of the Newton City Council:  

Op�on 1: Keep Harding complex and add a modest addi�on to the back for a future housing 
project, demolish Howard and Hume houses. 

Support for this op�on was unanimous of the seven members present at their mee�ng on March 
13, 2025. All felt strongly that this was the best op�on as it preserves the oldest structure on the 
site for housing and provides as much flexibility as is possible for Williams Elementary School. 
More open space may poten�ally give Williams Elementary School the ability to expand the fields 
and rearrange the parking and play structures on the site.  
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Members were suppor�ve of either an affordable housing component to a poten�al housing 
project on the site, or that the housing project should be in partnership with a nonprofit who 
provides congregate housing op�ons. Members were reluctant to recommend any unit counts 
for the poten�al housing project on this site as they did not see this op�on laid out by the Weston 
& Sampson consul�ng team. Members also noted that the open space may allow for more 
parking for any poten�al housing units on the site. 

Op�on 2: Keep Harding and Hume houses for a future housing project, demolish Howard house. 

Though none of the seven members present at their March 13, 2025, mee�ng voted for this as 
their preferred op�on, all members s�ll felt that this was a viable, alterna�ve op�on to the first 
proposed. In this scenario, demolishing only the Howard house s�ll creates more open space that 
increases the flexibility for Williams Elementary School to expand in the future. Members thought 
this op�on allows for housing on the site with either an affordable housing component or a 
congregate housing op�on.  
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Appendix 

A. City Council Order 
B. Real Property Reuse Ordinance & Materials
C. Staff Presentations
D. Josh Morse Execu�ve Summary
E. MACRIS Inventory Forms
F. Weston & Sampson Consulting Team's Presenta�ons
G. Newton Housing Partnership Meeting Summary & Report
H. Rose Day's Parks, Recrea�on & Culture Mee�ng Summary
I. Auburndale Historic District Commission 3/11/25 Mee�ng 

Summary
J. Walker Center JAPG Mee�ng Agendas
K. Walker Center JAPG Mee�ng Summaries
L. Public Comments   
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JAPG Recommendations – Both Options:
• These recommendations do not include the 10,000 sf. of land 

allocated to the William School for future use

• Additional open space created by the demolition of existing 
structures is recommended to be used to give the Williams 
Elementary School  flexibility for its future expansion needs

• The JAPG was supportive of an affordable housing component 
or a congregate housing option for the remaining buildings on 
the site but did not recommend any unit counts at this time



























































































































































































https://newtonma.mapgeo.io/datasets/properties/43031%200016?fullscreentrue
















https://eeaonline.eea.state.ma.us/portal#!/wastesite/3-0023201
https://eeaonline.eea.state.ma.us/portal#!/wastesite/3-0037496
https://eeaonline.eea.state.ma.us/portal#!/wastesite/3-0015144










SpencerJ
Line

SpencerJ
Line





SpencerJ
Line

SpencerJ
Line













SpencerJ
Text Box
Walker Center, 169 Grove St, Newton






































































































































































































7470335.11

1955

= 500'





7470335.11

1938

= 500'





Appendix H:

City Directories
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Thank you for your business. 
Please contact EDR at  1-800-352-0050 

with any questions or comments.

Disclaimer - Copyright and Trademark Notice

This Report contains certain information obtained from a variety of public and other sources reasonably available to 

Environmental Data Resources, LLC.  It cannot be concluded from this Report that coverage information for the target and 

surrounding properties does not exist from other sources.  This Report is provided on an “AS IS”, “AS AVAILABLE” basis.   NO 

WARRANTY EXPRESS OR IMPLIED IS MADE WHATSOEVER IN CONNECTION WITH THIS REPORT. ENVIRONMENTAL DATA 

RESOURCES, LLC AND ITS SUBSIDIARIES, AFFILIATES AND THIRD PARTY SUPPLIERS DISCLAIM ALL WARRANTIES, OF 

ANY KIND OR NATURE, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, ARISING OUT OF OR RELATED TO THIS REPORT OR ANY OF THE DATA AND 

INFORMATION PROVIDED IN THIS REPORT, INCLUDING WITHOUT LIMITATION, ANY WARRANTIES REGARDING 

ACCURACY, QUALITY, CORRECTNESS, COMPLETENESS, COMPREHENSIVENESS, SUITABILITY, MERCHANTABILITY, 

FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE, TITLE, NON-INFRINGEMENT, MISAPPROPRIATION, OR OTHERWISE. ALL RISK IS 

ASSUMED BY THE USER.  IN NO EVENT SHALL ENVIRONMENTAL DATA RESOURCES, LLC OR ITS SUBSIDIARIES, 

AFFILIATES OR THIRD PARTY SUPPLIERS BE LIABLE TO ANYONE FOR ANY DIRECT, INCIDENTAL, INDIRECT, SPECIAL, 

CONSEQUENTIAL OR OTHER DAMAGES OF ANY TYPE OR KIND (INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO LOSS OF PROFITS, 

LOSS OF USE, OR LOSS OF DATA), ARISING OUT OF OR IN ANY WAY CONNECTED WITH THIS REPORT OR ANY OF THE 

DATA AND INFORMATION PROVIDED IN THIS REPORT. Any analyses, estimates, ratings, environmental risk levels, or risk 

codes provided in this Report are provided for illustrative purposes only, and are not intended to provide, nor should they   be 

interpreted as providing any facts regarding, or prediction or forecast of, any environmental risk for any property.  Only   an 

assessment performed by a qualif ied environmental professional can provide findings, opinions or conclusions regarding the 

environmental risk or conditions in, on or at any property.

Copyright 2023 by Environmental Data Resources, LLC. All rights reserved. Reproduction in any media or format, in whole or in 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

DESCRIPTION

Environmental Data Resources, Inc.’s (EDR) City Directory Report is a screening tool designed to assist 
environmental professionals in evaluating potential liability on a target property resulting f rom past 
activities.EDR’s City Directory Report includes a search of  available business directory data at 
approximately f ive year intervals.

RECORD SOURCES

The EDR City Directory Report accesses a variety of  business directory sources, including Haines, InfoUSA, 
Po lk,Cole, Bresser, and Stewart. Listings marked as EDR Digital Archive access Cole and InfoUSA records. 
The various directory sources enhance and complement each other to provide a more thorough and 
accurate report.

EDR is l icensed to reproduce certain City Directory works by the copyright holders of  those works. The 
purchaser of  this EDR City Directory Report may include it in report(s) delivered to a customer.

RESEARCH SUMMARY

The following research sources were consulted in the preparation of  this report. A check mark indicates 
where information was identif ied in the source and provided in this report.

Year Target Street Cross Street Source

2020 þ þ EDR Digital Archive

2017 þ þ Cole Information

2014 þ þ Cole Information

2010 þ þ Cole Information

2005 þ þ Cole Information

2000 þ þ Cole Information

1995 ¨ ¨ Cole Information

1992 ¨ ¨ Cole Information

1989 ¨ ¨ Cole Criss-Cross Directory

1984 ¨ ¨ Cole Criss-Cross Directory

1975 ¨ ¨ Cole Criss-Cross Directory

1970 ¨ ¨ Cole Criss-Cross Directory

7470335- 5 Page 1



FINDINGS

TARGET PROPERTY STREET

169 Grove Street
Auburndale, MA   02466     

Year CD Image Source

GROVE ST

2020 pg A2 EDR Digital Archive

2017 pg A7 Cole Information

2014 pg A9 Cole Information

2010 pg A12 Cole Information

2005 pg A15 Cole Information

2000 pg A18 Cole Information

1995 - Cole Information Street not listed in Source

1992 - Cole Information Street not listed in Source

1989 - Cole Criss-Cross Directory Street not listed in Source

1984 - Cole Criss-Cross Directory Street not listed in Source

1975 - Cole Criss-Cross Directory Street not listed in Source

1970 - Cole Criss-Cross Directory Street not listed in Source

7470335- 5 Page 2



FINDINGS

CROSS STREETS

Year CD Image Source

HANCOCK ST

2020 pg. A5 EDR Digital Archive

2017 pg. A8 Cole Information

2014 pg. A11 Cole Information

2010 pg. A14 Cole Information

2005 pg. A17 Cole Information

2000 pg. A20 Cole Information

1995 - Cole Information Street not listed in Source

1992 - Cole Information Street not listed in Source

1989 - Cole Criss-Cross Directory Street not listed in Source

1984 - Cole Criss-Cross Directory Street not listed in Source

1975 - Cole Criss-Cross Directory Street not listed in Source

1970 - Cole Criss-Cross Directory Street not listed in Source

7470335- 5 Page 3



City Directory Images



-

GROVE ST

EDR Digital Archive

7470335.5   Page: A2

SourceTarget Street Cross Street

2020

6 Andrew MacIsaac
Galina Lefkowitz

12 Henry Hang-Chan
Lei Zhu
Mona Chan

16 Alyson Lee
Henry Chan
Mona Lee-Chan

29 Abigail Oshins
Alison Kur
Jeremy Oshins
Michael Oshins
Zachary Oshins

35 Cheryl Walden
Joan McLaurin
Kemani Walden
Kia Walden
Raymond Walden

36 Mary Torchia
42 Carol Pina

Gregory Pina
Vincent Pina

49 Brian Runyon
Caitlin Grant
Elizabeth Keller
John Dawson
Kathleen Lowney
Lillian Helton
Mark Paris
Melissa Gallagher
Mimy Wang
Susan Grover
Xing Chen

50 Emily Palmer
Kristin Palmer
Olga de Armas
Sara Cummings

52 Francis Smith
Jared Delaneysmith
Kathleen Smith
Maureen MacNeil
Ryan MacNeil
Terrance MacNeil

59 Laraine Swett
Robert Swett

60 Joshua Markette
Shimrit Markette

65 Mei Han
66 Emily Visco

Italo Visco



(Cont'd)

-

GROVE ST

EDR Digital Archive

7470335.5   Page: A3

SourceTarget Street Cross Street

2020

66 Lisa Visco
Zachary Visco

73 Benjamin Alfred
Lynn Goldsmith

74 Michael Alexander
81 Karen Maloney

Robert Bruno
84 Alexander Sass

Ellen Golub
Fran Golub
Jonathan Golub-Sass
Steven Sass
Zoya Sass

86 Phyllis Cahaly
89 Chad Maguire

Joseph Maguire
Kathryn Maguire

94 Laurie Moran
Richard Moran

107 Jeanne Lukanich
Judy Yee

109 Gilbert MacAbuag
Jeffrey Yong
Jonathan Yong
Judy Yee
Judy Yong
Krystal Tam
Peter Yong

113 Erika Wadman
Sally Wadman
Sonja Wadman

141 NEWTON PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT
WILLIAMS AFTER SCHOOL CLUB
WILLIAMS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
WILLIAMS INDUSTRIES INC

152 Linda Culmone
160 Christopher Rogers

Ellen Norton
John Norton
Susan Keirstead

162 Ellen Norton
165 Ann Cary

Kuarongshi Jamir
Limesenla Jamir
Salong Jamir

171 WALKER CENTER
176 Laura Holberger

Robert Winnicki
191 Amanda Kretschmar

Erik Kretschmar



(Cont'd)

-

GROVE ST

EDR Digital Archive

7470335.5   Page: A4

SourceTarget Street Cross Street

2020

192 Amy Goldstein
Eliza Colpak
Samantha Colpak

197 Megan Mack
Trevor Mack

204 Aaron Trachtman
Hannah Trachtman
Joel Trachtman
Lauren Trachtman
Sam Trachtman

205 Stephen Taft
211 Jennifer Dovey

Michael Dovey
215 Aliki Collins

Claire Collins
John Collins
Theophilos Collins
Voula Collins

221 Shuangxi Wang
222 Kim Smith
225 Hanu Karshala

Jacob Pokari
228 Ceire Nevins

David Nevins
Stanley Declan

232 John Henebury
Sharon Granese

233 Dana Dornbusch
Walter Piescik

236 Jennifer Chan
Kin Chan
Siu Chan-Ng
Taeyeon Cho
Wing Chan

238 Leigh Mesiti
242 Amy Holcomb

J Holcomb
John Holcomb
Matthew Holcomb
Stephen Holcomb

245 Marjorie Berman



-

HANCOCK ST

EDR Digital Archive

7470335.5   Page: A5

SourceTarget Street Cross Street

2020

14 Eric Albert
24 David Levy

Elizabeth Levy
Roberta Gringorten

25 Jack Vermette
Normand Vermette
Valerie Vermette

28 Amy Linsenmayer
Catherine Linsenmayer
Thomas Linsenmayer

30 K Curran
Kathleen Curran
Marni Csanka

32 Benjamin Whitman
Jeanine Cowen
Jill Devilder
Zachary Whitman

33 David Kayserman
Lauren Kayserman

37 Noam Bonshtein
Orly Bonshtein

41 Elizabeth Moynihan
Michael Moynihan

47 Barbara Mason
Carolyn Blanks
Nathaniel Blanks
Robert Blanks

51 John Zakrzewski
Mary Freeman
Sara Zakrzewski

57 Jonathan White
Sarah White

61 John Heiss
64 SYMBIOSIS LEARNING CTR

UNITED PARISH OF AUBURNDALE
67 Bryan Welch

Erika Welch
80 Prita Subramanian
86 Christine Lacey

Michael Lacey
90 Brenda Walker

Quentin Homan
93 Adrienne Levi

Marc Rottman
99 Dana Fraktman

H Reynolds
103 Andrew Smyth

Maureen Kelley
Paul Dilustro

105 Andrew Smyth



(Cont'd)

-

HANCOCK ST

EDR Digital Archive

7470335.5   Page: A6

SourceTarget Street Cross Street

2020

105 Maureen Kelley
107 Andrew Melough
113 Chung Hsu

Joseph Hsu
Lynda Hsu
Maureen Hsu
PEKIN DUCK SUPPLY CORP
PHOENIX & DRAGON FOODS CORP

119 Erin Giesser
John Giesser

136 Chanel Lobdell
Jennifer Bloesch
Sara Holland

138 Dilworth India
Jaclyn Finn
Pexun Wang

139 Brian Goeselt
Hannah Goeseit
Nancy Goeselt

144 Along Jamir
Amelita Cajiuat
Andrea Rocha
Andrew Belfield
Asen Jamir
Banl Chung
Charles Martin
David Burnett
Edina Farkas
Gerilyn Burnett
Harijanto Tjahjono
India Dilworth
Jane Walsh
Jennifer Connor
Jong Hong
Joshua Whitler
Laurel Marshall
Loris Rockette
Rachel Blanton
Rongshi Jamir
Tali Jamir
WALKER CENTER-ECUMENICAL EXCH

147 David Musen
Fernanda Musen
Philip Musen

153 Abigail Kuhn



-

GROVE ST

Cole Information

7470335.5   Page: A7

SourceTarget Street Cross Street

2017

89 COMMITTEE NWW
141 AUBURNDALE LOCKMAN

CITY OF NEWTON
WILLIAMS AFTER SCHOOL CLUB

275 ATRIUS HEALTH
BOOSTER
CITIGATE BROAD STREET
CURASPAN HEALTH GROUP
DELUXE AUTO DETAILING
MCKESSON
MCKESSON HEALTH SOLUTIONS
PACIFIC LIFE NEW ENGLAND REGIONAL LI
PINNACLE EXTERIORS INC
PYWL ATTORNEYS AT LAW
QUESTEX MEDIA
QUESTEX MEDIA SERVICES
REBECCAS CAFE INC
REGUS BUSINESS CENTRES
ROCKET SOFTWARE
SEASONS HOSPICE PALLATIVE CARE
SHECHTMAN HALPERIN SAVAGE
SILICON VALLEY BANK
SIX INC
STARBUCKS COFFEE
STARTBUCKS CORP
UNICCO SERVICE COMPANY
WORLDWINNER INC
YACOBAIN GROUP
YACOBIAN GROUP
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