City Council Reports Docket

May 20: Land Use Page 122
May 27: Finance 7:00PM, Hybrid

May 28: Joint Zoning & Planning and Public Facilities To be reported on
June 2: Public Facilities and Public Safety & Monday, June 2, 2025

Transportation

2. View a live stream on NewTV’s Youtube channel at:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQvNeCJkA3PftuLLvfAh3cQ

City of Newton
In City Council Items to be Acted Upon

" The location of this meeting is accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided to
persons with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please
contact the city of Newton’s ADA Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance of
the meeting: jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-
1089. For the Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711.


https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQvNeCJkA3PftuLLvfAh3cQ
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Referred to Land Use Committee
05/20/2025

Present: Present: Councilors Kelley (Chair), Block, Downs, Farrell, Laredo, Leary, and Lucas; Absent:

Councilor Lobovits; Also Present: Councilor Malakie and Oliver

#142-25

#143-25

#144-25

#145-25

Request to exceed FAR and to allow parking in the front setback and within five
feet of the street at 65 Clark Street

RMR DEVELOPMENT LLC petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL to
relocate a driveway from Clark Street to Cloverdale Road, placing parking within the
front setback and within five feet from Cloverdale Road and to construct a 2.5 story
rear addition exceeding FAR at 65 Clark Street, Ward 6, Newton Centre, on land
known as Section 52 Block 28 Lot 12, containing approximately 8,641 sq. ft. of land in
a district zoned MULTI RESIDENCE 1. Ref: Sec. 7.3.3,3.2.3, 3.2.11, 5.1.7.A, 5.1.13 of
Chapter 30 of the City of Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017.

Land Use Held 7-0

Request to allow a non-accessory surface parking lot and associated dimensional
waivers relative to surface parking lots at 56 Chapel Street

ALAN SCHLESINGER, TRUSTEE OF CHAPEL 56 REALTY TRUST petition for SPECIAL
PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL to construct a 19-stall surface parking lot to serve the
tenants of 49-55 Chapel Street at 56 Chapel Street, Ward 1, Newton, on land known
as Section 11 Block 06 Lot 49, containing approximately 9,480 sq. ft. of land in a
district zoned MULTI RESIDENCE 1. Ref: Sec. 7.3.3,5.1.6.C, 5.1.13,5.1.8.B.2, 5.1.9.A,
5.1.10.A of Chapter 30 of the City of Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017.

Land Use Held 6-0 (Councilor Downs Not Voting)

Request to amend Special Permit #315-22 and to allow an oversized secondary sign
at 1210-1230 Washington Street

DIV WASHINGTON LLC petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL to amend
Special Permit #315-22 to allow an oversized wall sign on the rear fagade at 1210-
1230 Washington Street, Ward 3, West Newton, on land known as Section 31 Block
04 Lot 13, containing approximately 79,093 sq. ft. of land in a district zoned
BUSINESS1. Ref: Sec. 7.3.3, 5.2.13.A, 5.2.13.B of Chapter 30 of the City of Newton
Rev Zoning Ord, 2017.

Land Use Approved 5-0 (Councilors Downs Not Voting and Councilor Laredo

recused)

Request to exceed FAR, to extend the nonconforming side and front setbacks and
to waive one parking stall at 270 Derby Street

OP REAL ESTATE LLC petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL to raze the
existing dwelling and construct a new two-story single-family dwelling, exceeding the
maximum FAR and extending the nonconforming side and front setbacks at 270
Derby Street, Ward 4, West Newton, on land known as Section 44 Block 11 Lot 02,



#341-24

#476-24

#477-24
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containing approximately 4,435 sq. ft. of land in a district zoned SINGLE RESIDENCE
3. Ref: Sec. 7.3.3,3.1.3,3.1.9, 7.8.2.C.2, 5.1.4, 5.1.13 of Chapter 30 of the City of
Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017.

Land Use Held 7-0

Request to extend a nonconforming two-family dwelling use, to extend the
nonconforming front setback and to allow a three-story structure at 52-54 Hatfield
Road

JAMES AND ANA MORSE petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL to
construct a detached garage and make various modifications to the two family
dwelling including enclosing the rear porches, constructing a covered front porch,
and raising the roof as well as the construction of dormers, further extending the
nonconforming use and front setback, and resulting in a three-story structure at 52-
54 Hatfield Road, Ward 3, West Newton, on land known as Section 34 Block 16 Lot
45, containing approximately 7,051 sq. ft. of land in a district zoned SINGLE
RESIDENCE 3. Ref: Sec. 7.3.3, 3.4.1, 7.8.2.C.2, 3.2.3 of Chapter 30 of the City of
Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017.

Land Use Held 7-0 on 09/17/2024

Land Use Held 8-0 on 12/17/2024

Land Use Approved 5-0-2 (Councilors Lucas, Block Abstained)

Request to allow a retaining wall exceeding 4 feet in height at 52 Kingston Road
ANDREW GORDON petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL to construct a
retaining wall exceeding four feet in height at 52 Kingston Road, Ward 6, Newton
Highlands, on land known as Section 54 Block 21 Lot 04, containing approximately
11,352 sq. ft. of land in a district zoned SINGLE RESIDENCE 2 Ref: Sec. 7.3.3, 5.4.2.B
of the City of Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017.

Land Use Held 8-0 on 12/10/2024

Land Use Approved 6-0-1 (Councilor Kelley Abstained)

Request to allow a retaining wall exceeding 4 feet in height at 166 Plymouth Road
ANDREW GORDON petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL to construct a
retaining wall exceeding four feet in height at 166 Plymouth Road, Ward 6, Newton
Highlands, on land known as Section 54 Block 21 Lot 03, containing approximately
8,548 sq. ft. of land in a district zoned SINGLE RESIDENCE 2 Ref: Sec. 7.3.3, 5.4.2.B of
the City of Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017.

Land Use Held 8-0 on 12/10/2024

Land Use Approved 6-0-1 (Councilor Kelley Abstained)

Referred to Zoning & Planning Committee
05/28/2025
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Present: Present: Councilors Baker (Chair), Oliver, Albright, Krintzman, Getz, Kalis and Danberg;
absent: Wright; also present: Councilors Malakie, Greenberg, Block, Downs, Humphrey, Kelley,

Leary, and Gentile

#236-24

#322-24

#63-24

Referred to Zoning & Planning and Public Facilities Committees
Discussion on Climate resiliency to hear updates and plans

COUNCILORS MICLEY, ALBRIGHT, LUCAS, GROSSMAN, LAREDO, WRIGHT, KALIS,
FARRELL, HUMPHREY, MALAKIE, LOBOVITS, and LIPOF requesting a discussion with
appropriate city staff including the Department of Public Works and Planning, to

learn about steps Newton has taken and is planning to take to ensure our city is
resilient to meet the present and growing challenges and threats of climate change
including but not limited to increasing flooding, heat waves, and more frequent and
severe storms. The discussion should include steps taken as a follow up to Newton's
2018 Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment and Action Plan.

Zoning & Planning Held 7-0 on 05/28/2025

Public Facilities Held 7-0 on 05/28/2025

Discussion regarding residential use of electricity

COUNCILORS DOWNS, OLIVER, LAREDO, FARRELL, GETZ, AND LOBOVITS requesting a
discussion regarding residential use of electricity. Discussion should include a review
of factors influencing our preparedness to continue moving away from fossil fuels to
electricity. This should begin to create a sense of what residents can do now, steps
that are needed to meet Newton CAP (Climate Action Plan) commitments as well as
the opportunities and challenges that the city and residents need to consider next.
Zoning & Planning Held 7-0

Referred to Zoning & Planning and Public Facilities Committees
Requesting an update on the status of implementing the Climate Action Plan
COUNCILOR ALBRIGHT requesting an update from the Sustainability Team and
appropriate staff on the status of implementing Climate Action Plan measures,

expanding municipal energy efficiency and renewable energy programs as follows:
Newton Power Choice participation rates, municipal power purchasing contracts for
gas and electricity; Solar Power Purchase Agreement including operational and PV
installations under construction, municipal energy consumption (DOER report) Green
Communities grant funded efficiency projects to date, Energy Coach/ "4 our Future"
program and zoning ordinances both to increase building energy
efficiency/renewables in the private sector and foster sustainable development
patterns.

Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 05/28/2024

Zoning & Planning Held 7-0 on 05/28/2025

Public Facilities Held 7-0 on 05/28/2025
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Referred to Public Facilities Committee
05/28/2025

Present: Present: Councilors Albright (Chair), Getz, Kelley, Kalis, Gentile, Leary, and Danberg; absent:
Laredo; also present: Councilors Malakie, Greenberg, Block, Downs, Humphrey, Baker, Oliver, and
Krintzman

Referred to Public Facilities and Zoning & Planning Committees
#236-24 Discussion on Climate resiliency to hear updates and plans

COUNCILORS MICLEY, ALBRIGHT, LUCAS, GROSSMAN, LAREDO, WRIGHT, KALIS,

FARRELL, HUMPHREY, MALAKIE, LOBOVITS, and LIPOF requesting a discussion with

appropriate city staff including the Department of Public Works and Planning, to

learn about steps Newton has taken and is planning to take to ensure our city is
resilient to meet the present and growing challenges and threats of climate change
including but not limited to increasing flooding, heat waves, and more frequent and
severe storms. The discussion should include steps taken as a follow up to Newton's
2018 Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment and Action Plan.

Public Facilities Held 7-0 on 05/28/2025

Zoning & Planning Held 7-0 on 05/28/2025

Referred to Public Facilities and Zoning & Planning Committees
#63-24 Requesting an update on the status of implementing the Climate Action Plan

COUNCILOR ALBRIGHT requesting an update from the Sustainability Team and

appropriate staff on the status of implementing Climate Action Plan measures,

expanding municipal energy efficiency and renewable energy programs as follows:
Newton Power Choice participation rates, municipal power purchasing contracts for
gas and electricity; Solar Power Purchase Agreement including operational and PV
installations under construction, municipal energy consumption (DOER report) Green
Communities grant funded efficiency projects to date, Energy Coach/ "4 our Future"
program and zoning ordinances both to increase building energy
efficiency/renewables in the private sector and foster sustainable development
patterns.

Public Facilities Held 7-0 on 05/28/2025

Zoning & Planning Held 7-0 on 05/28/2025
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Referred to Finance Committee
05/27/2025

Present: Councilors Gentile (Chair), Malakie, Greenberg, Bixby, Lipof, Humphrey, and Grossman;

absent: Councilor Micley; also present: Councilor Farrell;

#101-25

#102-25

#104-25

#105-25

Referred to Programs & Services and Finance Committees
Authorization to transfer and expend $76,975 for temporary school nursing staff

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer and expend seventy-
six thousand nine-hundred seventy-five dollars ($76,975) from Acct# 0150103-
511001, Clinical Health - Full-time Salaries, to Acct# 0150103-531300, Clinical Health
- Temp Staffing for temporary school nursing staff.

Programs & Services Approved 8-0 on 05/07/2025

Finance Approved 7-0

Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees
Appropriation of $250,000 for the Police Headquarters Improvements

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend the
sum of two hundred fifty thousand dollars ($250,000) from June 30, 2024 Certified
Free Cash for Police Headquarters Interior Paint, Finishes, and Improvements

project.

Public Facilities Held 7-0 on 05/14/2025
Finance Approved 7-0

Public Facilities to Vote on 06/02/2025

Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees
Appropriation of $4,500,000 to support the City's Transportation Network

Improvement Program

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting a total of four million five hundred thousand
dollars ($4,500,000) to support the City's Transportation Network Improvement
Program with three million dollars (53,000,000) appropriated from June 30, 2024
Certified Free Cash, and one million five hundred thousand dollars ($1,500,000)
transferred from snow and ice reserves within the Comptroller's budget.

Public Facilities Held 7-0 on 05/14/2025
Finance Approved 7-0

Public Facilities to Vote on 06/02/2025

Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees
Appropriation of $75,000 for the Newton Centre Tree Lighting project

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend
seventy-five thousand dollars ($75,000) from June 30, 2024 Certified Free Cash to
the Newton Centre Tree Lighting project.
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Public Facilities Held 7-0 on 05/14/2025
Finance Approved 6-1 (Councilor Malakie Opposed)

Public Facilities to Vote on 06/02/2025

Referred to Programs & Services and Finance Committees
Appropriation of $75,000 for Community Health Assessment and Community Health
Improvement Plan

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend
seventy-five thousand dollars ($75,000) from June 30, 2024 Certified Free Cash to
allow the Health & Human Services Department to do a Community Health
Assessment and prepare a Community Health Improvement Plan for the City.
Programs & Services Held 6-0-2 (Councilors Baker and Humphrey Abstaining) on
05/07/2025

Finance Approved 3-2-2 (Councilors Grossman and Malakie Opposed) (Councilors
Gentile and Bixby Abstaining)

Programs & Services to vote on 06/04/2025

Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees
Appropriation of $150,000 for City Hall Boiler Condensate Tank

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate one hundred fifty
thousand dollars ($150,000) from the FY25 Budget Reserve for the City Hall Boiler
Condensate Take Replacement project.

Public Facilities Held 7-0 on 05/14/2025

Finance Approved 7-0

Public Facilities to Vote on 06/02/2025

Referred to Public Safety & Transportation and Finance Committees

Appropriation of $90,000 for a new plow truck for the Newton Fire Department

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate ninety thousand
dollars (590,000) from June 30, 2024 Certified Free Cash to fund the purchase of a
new plow truck for the Newton Fire Department.

Public Safety & Transportation to vote on 06/02/2025

Finance Approved 7-0

Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees
Appropriation of $160,000 for City Hall Elevator Modernization project

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate one hundred sixty
thousand dollars (5160,000) from the FY25 Budget Reserve for the City Hall Elevator
Modernization project.

Public Facilities Approved 7-0 on 05/14/2025

Finance Approved 7-0

Appropriation of $40,000 to repair the fountain located within the traffic island at
the Chestnut St and Highland St intersection



#117-25

#118-25

#119-25
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Reports Docket, Monday, June 2, 2025

Continued
Page 129

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate forty thousand
dollars (540,000) to repair the fountain located within the traffic island at the
Chestnut St and Highland St intersection.

Finance Held 7-1 (Councilor Micley Opposed) on 05/12/2025

Finance Approved as Amended Adding "June 30, 2024 Certified Free Cash" 7-0

Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees
Appropriation of $43,100 for Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate forty-three
thousand one hundred dollars (543,100) from June 30, 2024 Certified Free Cash to
purchase and install Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons (RRFBs) at prioritized

crosswalk locations throughout the City.
Public Facilities Held 7-0 on 05/14/2025
Finance Approved 7-0

Public Facilities to Vote on 06/02/2025

Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees
Appropriation of $100,000 for the Rumford Avenue Resource Recovery Center

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate one hundred
thousand dollars ($100,000) from June 30, 2024 Certified Free Cash to purchase and
install a second trailer at the Rumford Avenue Resource Recovery Center.

Public Facilities Held 7-0 on 05/14/2025

Finance Approved 7-0

Public Facilities to Vote on 06/02/2025

Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees
Appropriation of $100,000 for Inspectional Services HVAC Improvements

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate one hundred
thousand dollars ($100,000) from FY25 Budget Reserve for the Inspectional Services

HVAC Improvements project on the second floor of City Hall.
Public Facilities Held 7-0 on 05/14/2025

Finance Approved 6-0-1 (Councilor Grossman Abstained)
Public Facilities to Vote on 06/02/2025

Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees
Appropriation of $150,000 for Fire Station #1/#2 Living Quarters Improvements
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate one hundred fifty
thousand dollars (5150,000) from June 30, 2024 Certified Free Cash for the Fire
Station #1/#2 - Living Quarters Improvements project.

Public Facilities Approved 7-0 on 05/14/2025

Finance Approved 7-0
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Appropriation of $50,000 for Jeannete West Recreation Center restroom
improvements

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate fifty thousand
dollars (550,000) from June 30, 2024 Certified Free Cash for the Jeannete West
Recreation Center Restroom Improvement project.

Finance Held 6-2 (Councilors Humphrey, Micley Opposed) on 05/12/2025
Finance Approved 7-0

Referred to Programs & Services and Finance Committees
Appropriation of $150,000 for Library data wiring

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate one hundred fifty
thousand dollars ($150,000) from June 30, 2024 Certified Free Cash to add to and
update the Newton Free Library's data wiring to improve connectivity, data security

and transmission speed in heavily used patron and staff areas.

Programs & Services Held 6-0-2 (Councilors Baker and Humphrey Abstained) on
05/08/2025
Finance Held 6-0-1 (Councilor Humphrey Abstained) on 05/08/2025

Finance Approved 7-0

Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees

Appropriation of $2,525,000 for priority school facility projects

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate the sum of two
million five hundred twenty-five thousand dollars ($2,525,000) from June 30, 2024
Certified Free Cash for the purpose of completing a list of priority school facility
projects throughout the district.

Public Facilities Held 6-0 on 04/30/2025

Public Facilities Held 7-0 on 05/14/2025

Finance Approved 7-0 as Amended Changing “$2,525,000” to “$1,425,000”,
Changing “two million five hundred twenty-five thousand dollars ($2,525,000)” to
“one million four hundred twenty-five thousand dollars ($1,425,000)” and Adding
“These funds shall be placed in an account under the control of the Public Buildings

Department.”
Public Facilities to Vote on 06/02/2025

Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees

Appropriation of $1,100,000 for one-time school facility projects typically funded
out of the Newton Public School charter maintenance account

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate the sum of one
million one hundred thousand dollars ($1,100,000) from June 30, 2024 Certified Free
Cash for the purpose of completing specified school facility projects typically funded

out of the Newton Public School charter maintenance account. These funds shall be
placed in an account under the control of the Public Buildings Department.

Finance Approved 7-0

Public Facilities to Vote on 06/02/2025
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Appointment of Rajeev Parlikar to the Horace Cousens Industrial Fund

HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Rajeev Parlikar, 252 Pearl Street, Newton as a
trustee of the Horace Cousens Industrial Fund for a term of office set to expire on
June 1, 2028 (60 Days: 07/19/2025).

Finance Approved 7-0

Accept and expend the sum of $25,000 to upgrade and develop the exhibits at
Historic Newton

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend the sum of
twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000) from an FY25 State budget earmark to
upgrade and develop the exhibits at Historic Newton.

Finance Approved 7-0

Appropriate and expend the sum of $50,000 for sidewalk construction

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend the
sum of fifty thousand dollars ($50,000) from the Trio land use special permit
mitigation fund, from Acct# 5560R114-590001, Washington Place TRIO mitigation, to
Acct# 01C40129-586001, Lowell Ave Sidewalk Construction, for use by the DPW
Streets Division for sidewalk construction.

Finance Approved 7-0

Expend the sum of $10,000 for a settlement

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to expend the sum of ten
thousand dollars ($10,000) from Legal Claims & Settlements, for the full and final
settlement of Elizabeth Marino v. City of Newton.

Finance Approved 7-0

Accept and expend a grant of $423,052.50 for part of the Local Bottleneck
Reduction Program

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend a grant of
four hundred twenty-three thousand fifty-two dollars and fifty cents ($423,052.50),
from the Massachusetts Department of Transportation, as part of the Local
Bottleneck Reduction Program.

Finance Approved 7-0

Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees
Appropriation of $225,576 for prevailing wage rate adjustment

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend the
sum of two-hundred twenty-five thousand five-hundred seventy-six dollars
(5225,576) from Acct# 0001-3240, June 30, 2024 Certified Free Cash to Acct#
0140133-529200, Sustainable Materials - Solid Waste to fully fund the prevailing
wage rate adjustment under the City's current contract with Waste Management.
Public Facilities Approved 7-0 on 05/14/2025

Finance Approved 7-0
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Accept and expend a grant of $13,500 from the National Environmental Health
Association

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend a grant of
thirteen-thousand five-hundred dollars ($13,500) from the National Environmental
Health Association (NEHA) to improve the City's conformance with the US Food and
Drug Administration's Voluntary National Retail Food Program Standards.

Finance Approved 7-0




