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When an average grade calculation is required, it shall be taken from the original grade of the 

property according to the City Newton Zoning Ordinances (Chapter 30 Section 1.5.4 Height 

(e)(f)) Any new building, addition, or accessory buildings (except for a shed up to 120 Sq. Ft.) 

shall be overlaid on an existing site plan showing the existing house, and the original grade lines 

only. 

 The requirements for that plan are as follows: 

• The 1st-floor elevation  

• Mid-point of the basement (from the basement floor to the underside of the 1st-floor joists)  

• Building height 

• Average grade plane detail with calculations for the proposed building without any 

proposed grade lines or proposed retaining walls on this plan 

• A Professional Land Surveyor must sign and seal the original grade site plan 

All other Zoning and Engineering requirements needed for zoning approval on a separate plan 

are as follows: 

• Proposed grade changes 

• Retaining wall locations and heights 

• Zoning table (setbacks existing & proposed open space & lot coverages, frontage, lot 

determination) 

• Net impervious Sq. Ft. added 

• Drainage plans  

• Driveway entrance 

• A proposed average grade is only required when the proposed average grade is lower than 

the average grade taken from the original grade. 

 


