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CITY OF NEWTON, MASSACHUSETTS

Newton Historical Commission
*Staff Memo*

Meeting Date: May 22", 2025
Location: Zoom
Time: 7:00 PM

This meeting will be a virtual meeting that will take place via Zoom. To view
and participate click https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/89580659980 or
+13092053325,,89580659980#

1. 45 Kenilworth Street
Total Demolition of House

View Application Here

Summary: This is a 1925 vernacular Victorian house in a well-preserved
neighborhood. Staff recommends finding the property preferably
preserved.

Description: This is a 1925 vernacular Victorian house designed by
architect E. M. Parsons and Company, and built by Semple and Clarke.
The wood frame house features an integrated two car garage at the rear.
The house sports a cross-gable roof and a side primary entrance. The
house is well preserved as evidence by the matching footprint and
absence of permits. The only permit is for the construction of a hen house
in the rear corner of the property built in 1929.

Staff Recommendation: This is a well-preserved house in a well-
preserved eclectic neighborhood. Staff recommends finding the property
preferably preserved.

Proposed Finding, if Preferably Preserved: Staff would welcome plans for
a proposed partial demolition. Any new construction should retain the
scale of the neighborhood.

2. 28 Keefe Avenue

Total Demolition of House

View Application Here

Summary: This is a well-preserved American Four-Square style residence
constructed in 1926 in a well-preserved neighborhood. Staff recommends
finding the property preferably preserved.

Description: This single-family residence was constructed 1926 by
architect John Edward Titus and builder Joseph Ferri. Titus has
inventoried buildings in Brookline, It is a vernacular American Four-
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Square- also called the American Box- house featuring horizontal lines, hipped roofs, an off-
center front entry, and a central hipped dormer. The neighborhood exhibits a good level of
preservation, with several other buildings built by Titus including 18 and 32 Keefe.

Staff Recommendation: This is a well-preserved house in a well-preserved neighborhood.
Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved.

Proposed Finding, if Preferably Preserved: Staff would welcome plans for a proposed partial
demolition. Any new construction should retain the scale of the neighborhood.

126 Russell Road West
Total Demolition of House

View Application Here

Summary: This is a well-preserved Cape Cod style residence constructed in 1946 in a well-
preserved neighborhood exhibiting consistent building typology. Staff recommends finding
the property preferably preserved.

Description: This 1 % story Cape Cod style residence built in 1946 by Theodore Silvester.
Theodore Silvester alongside Arthur Silvestri developed the area of Russell Road, Sylvester
Road, a couple of houses on Cherry Street between 1946- 1949. The house is a center entry
side gable house with two wings on each side. The wide chimney is on the left side of the
main mass. The house is well-preserved in a well-preserved Postwar neighborhood with
consistent building styles.

Staff Recommendation: This is a well-preserved house in a well-preserved neighborhood.
Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved.

Proposed Finding, if Preferably Preserved: Staff would welcome plans for a proposed
partial demolition. Any new construction should retain the scale of the neighborhood.

22-24 Mechanic Street
Total Demolition of House

View Application Here

Summary: This is a ca. 1895 Workers Cottage in a well-preserved neighborhood. Staff
recommends finding the property preferably preserved.

Description: This is a ca. 1895 vernacular Worker’s Cottage. The property was built on
subdivided land previously owned by Frank J. Wetherell, and historic maps show that the
house appeared to have been originally owned by a Thomas Gahan. The one-and-a-half story
house has elements of Cape style design, featuring a side-gabled roof with large, shed
dormers on both the front and rear of the house. The house appears to be split in half for
two units, with two front entryways and an identical arrangement of windows on the front
and left of the front facade. The property is not inventoried on MACRIS, however it is located
just across the street from the boundaries of the Newton Upper Falls Local Historic District.
As such, the neighborhood retains a good sense of historic context, even though there have
been a few newly constructed homes nearby.
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Staff Recommendation: This is a well-preserved workers cottage on a street with good
historic context. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved.

Proposed Finding, if Preferably Preserved: Staff would welcome plans for a proposed partial
demolition. Any new construction should retain the scale of the neighborhood.

14-16 Irving Street

Total Demolition of House and Garage

House: View Application Here

Garage: View Application Here

Summary: This is a ca. 1880 vernacular Colonial Revival style house in a neighborhood that
retains a good sense of historic context. Staff recommends finding the property preferably
preserved.

Description: This is a ca. 1880 vernacular Colonial Revival style house. Historic maps show
that the house was built on land owned by W. H. Ireland, and was one of the first two houses
built on Irving Street. The two-story house features a side-gabled roof and brick chimney.
There is a one-and-a-half-story ell, also with a gabled roof, that extends from the rear
elevation towards the back of the property, and further one-story bump outs extending from
both the right and left of that ell. There is a hipped roof porch that extends over both front
entry doors, and two decks on the rear of the house. This property is not inventoried on
MACRIS, however the property next door is inventoried and it is located down the street
from the borders of the Commonwealth Avenue National Register Historic District. There is
some new construction in the area, however the neighborhood retains a good sense of
historic context overall.

Staff Recommendation: This is a well-preserved, ca. 1880 house that was one of the first
built on a well-preserved street. Staff recommends finding the property preferably
preserved.

Proposed Finding, if Preferably Preserved: Staff would welcome plans for a proposed partial
demolition. Any new construction should retain the scale of the neighborhood.

51 Davis Avenue

Total Demolition of House and Shed

House: View Application Here

Shed: View Application Here

Summary: This is a 1914 Victorian eclectic style house in a well-preserved neighborhood.
Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved.

Description: This is a 1914 Victorian eclectic style house, constructed by builders Loomer &
Allen on land owned by A.C. Furbush. The two-and-a-half story house features a front-gabled
roof, with a brick chimney and a gabled dormer on the right side of the roof. There is a two-
story, one-bay, gable roofed ell that extends from the left side of the rear elevation, and a
one story, flat-roofed bump-out extending from the right side of the rear elevation. The
house also features a hipped-roof, full-width front porch, and a one-story bay window on the
left elevation. This property is not inventoried on MACRIS, nor are any others on Davis Ave,
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however the neighborhood retains a good sense of historic context, with predominately
original homes remaining.

Staff Recommendation: This is a well-preserved house in a neighborhood that retains a good
sense of historic context. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved.

Proposed Finding, if Preferably Preserved: Staff would welcome plans for a proposed partial
demolition. Any new construction should retain the scale of the neighborhood.

20 Salisbury Road
Full Demolition of House and Garage

House: View Application Here

Garage: View Application Here

Summary: This Colonial Revival two-family dwelling was constructed in 1924 and is an intact
and well-preserved structure within the inventoried neighborhood. The garage was designed
by the same architect/builder team in 1925. Staff recommends finding the property
preferably preserved.

Description: This residence was constructed in 1924, and the garage was constructed in
1925, by architect John R. Elander and builders Elander Bros, who constructed a number of
buildings across the Metropolitan Boston area. The three-bay, two-family structure is built in
the Colonial Revival style featuring doric columns, a hipped dormer and roof. The
neighborhood has undergone much redevelopment, and this building is part of a remaining
qguad of original houses.

Staff Recommendation: This is a well-preserved house in an inventoried neighborhood. Staff
recommends finding the property preferably preserved.

Proposed Finding, if Preferably Preserved: Staff would welcome plans for a proposed partial
demolition. Any new construction should retain the scale of the neighborhood.

. 48 Erie Avenue

Partial Demolition of House and Total Demolition of Garage

House: View Application Here

Garage: View Application Here

Summary: This is a National-Register listed ca. 1893 house. Staff recommends finding the
property preferably preserved, and approves of the proposed addition.

Description: 48 Erie Ave, identified as the Margaret Wade house, is a ca. 1893 Shingle style
house. This property was originally owned by Wade, who also had 34-36 Erie Ave and 52 Erie
Ave built as speculative real estate investments. The two-and-a-half story house features a
flared hipped roof, with dormers on all sides and a brick chimney. There is a gabled roof
covering the front entry, and several bay windows on various elevations of the house. The
accompanying garage was constructed in 1917, and is a relatively simple garage structure
with two large barn doors and a hipped roof. This property was listed on the National
Register in 1986 as part of the Newton Highlands Historic District. This application seeks to
totally demolish the garage and partially demolish the house. Portions of the rear elevation


https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/865978
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/866012
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/861704
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/861698

10.

will be demolished to construct an addition to the house.

Staff Recommendation: This is a well preserved, National Register-listed house. Staff
recommends finding the property preferably preserved, and approves of the proposed
demolition.

Proposed Finding, if Preferably Preserved: Staff would welcome plans for a proposed partial
demolition. Any new construction should retain the scale of the neighborhood.

13 St. James Street

Partial Demolition of House

View Application Here

Summary: This is a ¢.1917 carriage house on the property of an inventoried residence. Staff
recommends finding the property preferably preserved and welcomes discussion on the
proposed design in regard to retaining historical references.

Description: The Carriage House was built ¢.1917 and features a hayloft and side entry. In
1927, a building permit was submitted to alter the garage from one to two doors. The house
and area are inventoried, but the carriage house is not. This is an application for partial
demolition, and the applicant is seeking to alter the structure into a residence.

Staff Recommendation: This is a preserved carriage house from c. 1917. Staff recommends
finding the property preferably preserved and welcomes discussion on proposed design.
Particularly on how to retain some of the key features (i.e. the hayloft openings) to retain
historic reference.

320 Tremont Street

Partial Demolition of House

View Application Here

Summary: This is a 1928 Colonial Revival house in a neighborhood with a good sense of
historic context. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved, and approves
of the proposed addition.

Description: This is a 1928 Colonial Revival style house originally owned by Elizibeth T. Finn
and designed by architect Harry M. Ramsay. Ramsay designed many homes in Newton and
other Boston suburbs in the early-to-mid 20th Century, 193 of which are inventoried on
MACRIS (60 of those are in Newton). The two-story house features a side-gabled roof and a
brick chimney. There is a one-story bump out on the right side that is original to the house.
This property is not inventoried on MACRIS, however many properties on Tremont Street are
inventoried, and the Farlow and Kenrick Parks National Register Historic District is located
nearby. This is an application for partial demolition, and the applicant is seeking to demolish
portions of the right side and rear of the structure to construct a two-story addition.

Staff Recommendation: This is a well-preserved 1928 home in a neighborhood with good
historic context. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved, and approves
of the proposed addition.
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30 Glendale Road
Partial Demolition of House

View Application Here

Summary: This is a well-preserved 1933 cross-hipped Ranch style home in a well-preserved
neighborhood. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved and approves of
the proposed addition.

Description: This residence was constructed in 1933 by architect Arland Dirlan and builder
A.F. Ellsworth. Dirlan is best known for his work on churches throughout the Commonwealth
through his firm Dirlan & Co. This cross-hipped Ranch features a wide side chimney and an
integrated garage at the bottom of the hill. This is an application for partial demolition, and
the applicant is seeking to remove the roof to accommodate a second level with a new gable
roof.

Staff Recommendation: This is a well-preserved 1933 home in a well-preserved
neighborhood. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved and approves of
the proposed addition.

5 Bound Brook Road

Waiver for Partial Demolition of House

View Application Here

Summary: This is a 1950 Cape style house in a well-preserved neighborhood. Staff
recommends finding the property preferably preserved and generally approves of the
proposed partial demolition.

Description: This is a 1950 Cape style house built by developer Frank M. Carder. This house is
a typical Cape-style design, one-and-a-half stories tall, with a side-gabled roof and brick
chimney. The house features two gabled dormers on the front side of the house, and a shed
dormer on the rear of the house. There is an attached two-car garage with a front-gabled
roof on the left side of the house. This property is not inventoried on MACRIS, nor are any
others on Bound Brook Road, however the neighborhood retains a good sense of historic
context, with primarily original homes remaining. The commission has already found this
property preferably preserved, so this vote will just be to waive the demolition delay based
on the updated plans for partial demolition.

. 34 West Street

Waiver of Demolition Delay

View Application Here

View Original Application Here

Summary: This is an inventoried, ca. 1869 vernacular Colonial Revival style house in a well-
preserved neighborhood with many inventoried houses.

Description: This is a ca. 1869 vernacular Colonial Revival style house, originally owned by
factory worker Henry Casey. The two-story house features a side-gabled roof over the main
block, with a brick chimney, and a covered main entryway on the front fagade. There is a
two-story ell that extends the full width of the house from the rear of the home, and an
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additional one-bay-wide, two-story bump out extending from the rear of that. The ells both
have gabled roofs as well. This property is individually inventoried on MACRIS, as are many
other properties on West Street and the surrounding neighborhood. Overall, this
neighborhood retains a good sense of historic context, with many original homes of a similar
era and style remaining.

14. 5 Keller Path
Waiver of Demolition Delay

View Application Here

View Original Application Here

Summary: This is a 1948 Postwar Traditional ranch style house in Oak Hill Park.

Description: This is a 1948 Postwar Traditional ranch style house built by the Kelly
Corporation. This house is typical of the style of Oak Hill Park, a one-story house with side-
gabled roof and brick chimney. A breezeway and garage were added to the house in 1949. In
1958, a small addition to the breezeway was constructed, and in 1971 the breezeway was
enclosed. The home is located in Oak Hill Park, the largest mid-20th century development of
single-family homes in the City of Newton, originally built as a community of affordable
housing for World War Il veterans. The neighborhood has seen considerable new
construction over the past few decades; however, many original houses do remain. The
house is inventoried on MACRIS as part of the Oak Hill Park residential area.

Administrative Items
15. Approval of Minutes

16. Adjournment

The location of this meeting is wheelchair accessible and reasonable accommodations will
be provided to persons with disabilities requiring assistance. If you need a reasonable
accommodation, please contact the city of Newton’s ADA/Sec.504 Coordinator, Jini
Fairley, at least two business days in advance of the meeting: jfairley@newtonma.gov or
(617) 796-1253. For Telecommunications Relay Service, please dial 711 or call City Hall’s
TTY/TDD line at 617-796-1089.
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