Public Safety & Transportation Committee Report

City of Newton
In City Council

Wednesday, May 7, 2025

Present: Councilors Grossman (Chair), Downs, Lucas, Block, Bixby, Greenberg, Lipof and Wright

City Staff: Captain Daniel Devine, Newton Police Department, David Koses, Transportation
Coordinator

All agendas and reports, both past and present, can be found at the following link:
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-
committees/public-safety-transportation-committee

For more information regarding this meeting, a video recording can be found at the
following link: May 7, 2025 Public Safety & Transportation Committee

#365-24 Discussion and possible ordinance change on residential parking
programs and fee structures
COUNCILORS DOWNS, GROSSMAN, LEARY, FARRELL, OLIVER, DANBERG,
LIPOF AND LOBOVITS requesting a discussion and possible ordinance
change on residential parking programs and fee structures and whether
these need adjustment.
Public Safety & Transportation Held 7-0 on 10/09/24
Public Safety & Transportation Held 7-0, Councilor Lipof not voting on

03/05/25
Action: Public Safety & Transportation Held 8-0
Note: The Chair introduced item #365-24 and noted as a Committee they have had

discussions before on this item. The Chair would like to get a sense of the Committee on how
the members would like to proceed with the item. The Chair introduced Councilor Downs to
give a review on research gathered on this item.

Councilor Downs noted she has talked to the Law Department, and the Council can
easily update the residential permit pricing, and the Committee has to decide how much
the permit will be and how many you get.

The Chair asked the Committee if they would like to proceed working on the item, or
wait for a proposal from the Mayor’s office.


https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-committees/public-safety-transportation-committee
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-committees/public-safety-transportation-committee
https://youtu.be/OZm8fWbW3Ao?si=3Xydt_iUd8fp_Wyq
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Councilors noted that ultimately this is the responsibility of the City Council and feel
they can move forward.

Traffic Coordinator David Koses noted that a majority of residents do not pay for parking
stickers. Residents come in and get the two free transferable placards meant for visitors.
He noted an option may be to charge $25 for one guest pass or $50 for two guest
passes. Under this option if you buy a resident pass for $S25 you could get a visitor pass
for free, or pay S50 total to get a second visitor pass. Also a resident could pay $50 for
two resident passes and get up two visitor passes for free.

A Councilor noted that it takes personnel to administer this system and enforce it. This
Councilor expressed it should not be the case that there has been a decision to have
permits be paid for and then have most people getting them for free.

A Councilor noted that residential permits are needed in high-demand parking areas,
and expressed a preference for parking there to come with cost as residents are using a
valuable public asset. This Councilor also expressed that whether taxpayers pay for a
permit or not, taxpayers are all paying for the time to administer the system. This
Councilor also feels the cost of the program should not be more than what it costs to
run.

A Councilor asked when the time limit on parking on the street happens in these areas.

A Councilor noted the time limit is only during the day. There is no restriction on
overnight parking because of the winter overnight parking ban.

A Councilor asked if the hours of daytime parking are different from neighborhood to
neighborhood.

Mr. Koses noted that it depends on the neighborhood.
A Councilor asked if the neighborhoods are regularly checked for parking enforcement.

Captain Devine noted that enforcement is largely complaint driven, but the parking
enforcement officers do focus on metered enforcement or areas that have a high
number of violations.

Several Councilors expressed a preference for each sticker to cost $25, as right now
residents will get a guest pass and use that so that they do not have to pay for the
sticker. A preference was noted to make it $25 across the board for each item whether
it is a sticker (resident) or guest pass. It was noted each parking spot has value.
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A Councilor noted that if passes/stickers are $25 across the board the largest amount a
resident would pay is $100.

A few Councilors noted an inclination to do something a little less expensive, and
supported Mr. Koses’s proposal.

A Councilor asked if residents could get 3 residential stickers.

Captain Devine noted that residents are allowed 2 residential stickers and 2 guest
passes. He noted if you run some kind of health practice, a person is eligible for a third
guest pass.

A Councilor asked for a sense of how many residents in these areas have access to off-
street parking.

A Councilor noted most residents have a place off street to park their car. This Councilor
noted that some people want to still park on the street because their front door opens
on the street, and that might be the door without stairs or it could be the one with the
least amount of parking. They also might have visitors and only have spots for one or
two cars.

A Councilor noted that construction vehicles can get short-term permits.

Captain Devine noted that residents who are having work done for a month or two
months can pay $10 per vehicle/ per month to get a contractor pass. If the work is only
going to be a couple of days, they let the parking enforcement office know about the
vehicle that will be on the street.

A Councilor asked if there was a special pass for home health care aides for overnight
parking in the winter.

Captain Devine noted that there was no special pass for home health aids. He noted
they did work with the Disability Commission for around 10 special passes given out last

year.

Councilors expressed a desire to make it easier or accessible to get the passes, either by
an online system or through the mail.

Captain Devine noted some companies don’t want to come in and run an online system
because of the amount of free passes given out.

A Councilor asked what the percentage is of individuals coming in asking for all 4 passes.
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Captain Devine noted that 70% come in for 2 guest passes, 20% come in for one sticker
and 2 guest passes, and 10% come in for 2 stickers and 2 guest passes.

A Councilor asked for the number of people that came in for guest passes.

Captain Devine noted that they gave out 92 contractor passes, 800 guest passes and 162
stickers.

A Councilor asked what is the fine for parking without a sticker or visitor pass.
A Councilor noted the fine is $15 per violation.

The Committee discussed taking a straw vote on the attached options for parking
permits.

The Chair noted that she would docket an item based on the straw vote and questioned
if it should come from the Committee or individuals.

A Councilor noted wanting to allow Councilors to sign on individually.
Option A received 2 votes in support (Councilors Downs and Greenberg)

Option B received 6 votes in support (Councilors Bixby, Block, Grossman, Lipof, Lucas,
and Wright)

Councilor Downs motioned to hold which passed unanimously.

#364-24 Discussion and possible ordinance change on the categories and levels
of parking fines
COUNCILORS DOWNS, GROSSMAN, FARRELL, LUCAS, LOBOVITS, OLIVER,
DANBERG AND LIPOF requesting a discussion and possible ordinance
change on the categories and levels of parking fines and whether these
need adjustment.
Public Safety & Transportation Held 7-0 on 10/09/24
Public Safety & Transportation Held 7-0, Councilor Lipof not voting on

03/05/25
Action: Public Safety & Transportation Held 8-0
Note: The Chair introduced item #364-24 and noted as a Committee they have had

discussions previously on this item. The Chair would like to get a sense of the Committee on
how they would like to proceed with the item. The Chair introduced Councilor Downs to give a
review on research gathered on this item.
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Councilor Downs noted she has talked to the Law Department, and the Council can increase the

parking fines to a maximum of $25 except for accessible spaces and curb ramps. She noted that

state law dictates bus stop parking violations should be $100, which would make them

consistent with other municipalities, and what the MBTA puts on their signs. Parking in a bike

lane can be up to S50 according to state law. Councilor Downs noted the administration would

like to talk with various departments and come back to the Committee with a proposal. She

noted there are three items on the ticket that PCOs don’t use. One is a safety zone which needs

to be defined. The second is angle parking which the law department thinks we can get rid of.

The third line is parking within a service zone, which the law department is doing some research
on.

The Chair asked the Committee if they would like to proceed working on the item, or wait for a
proposal from the Mayor’s office. The Chair noted a feeling they could move forward knowing
there is a cap on the fees. Councilors noted that ultimately this is the responsibility of the City
Council and feel they can move forward.

A Councilor asked why is there a cap of $25.

Councilor Downs stated that Mass General Law Chapter 90 Section 20 sets a $25 statutory limit
on fines for parking violations. She noted the previous exemptions which were passed through
individual laws. She noted that we are out of compliance with blocking a bus stop as it is

supposed to be a $100 fine.

The Chair noted other municipalities that are over the cap may not know the law exist or are
just not in compliance.

A Councilor asked about how Boston has a higher parking fine.
Councilor Downs noted that Boston gets exempted from things that apply to rest of the state.

The Chair noted that some communities like Brookline have fines that increase during Red Sox
games.

Councilor Downs noted this may have been done through a home rule petition, and this might
have been approved due to it having to do with parking management. Through the Municipal
Modernization Act it allows for parking management such as fines related to the parking
meters.

Councilors noted support for moving ahead as a Committee.

A Councilor noted the possibility of going to the State Legislature to ask for a home rule petition
if the Committee would like to go higher on some of these fines.



Public Safety & Transportation Committee Report
Wednesday, May 7, 2025
page 6
The Chair noted the will of the Committee is to proceed. The Chair noted she and Councilor
Downs would introduce another item asking for an ordinance change, which will be referred to
both the Finance Committee and the Public Safety and Transportation Committee.

Captain Devine noted fines have not been raised in a while and they would support a raise in
the fines.

Councilor Downs motioned to hold which passed unanimously.

#201-24 Requesting a policy discussion, review, and possible action related to
parking
on-street and in municipal lots
COUNCILORS GROSSMAN, DOWNS AND LAREDO requesting a
discussion and review of parking policy related to on-street
parking and parking in municipal lots, including possible action on
related ordinances and permit programs.
Public Safety & Transportation Held 8-0 on 04/17/24
Public Safety & Transportation Held 7-0 on 06/05/24, Councilor
Greenberg not voting
Public Safety & Transportation Held 6-0 on 08/07/24
Public Safety & Transportation Held 6-0 on 09/18/24, Councilor Lipof

not voting
Action: Public Safety & Transportation Held 7-0 (Councilor Lipof not voting)
Note: The Chair noted taking up this item to get a direction forward from the

Committee. The Chair noted that they do not have many resources other than their own
individual efforts to move forward.

Mr. Koses noted that the overnight winter parking ban is on the ballot. If passed he could
envision individuals requesting their specific streets be looked at for various request for bans by
the Traffic Council. He noted it could be positive to get direction from the Committee.

A Councilor noted if there is no change to the overnight parking ban, there are some people
who don’t have off-street parking and live too far from a municipal lot. These people are
looking for some kind of solution. On the other hand, if the parking ban gets lifted, there are
guestions about what City Council and Traffic Council will do to handle that. This Councilor
would like the Committee do work to prepare for the possibility of the ban being lifted, and
come up with questions and thoughts in preparation of this.

A Councilor noted wanting to continue to help the public understand the different aspects of
parking in the city.
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Councilors noted the law department has informed them that the Council could create either
parking bans along certain streets or even reinstitute the entire overnight parking ban, if the
overnight parking ban get lifted in the election.

A Councilor noted a feeling that there is not much for the Committee to do until the Committee
knows if the parking ban is lifted or not. The Committee then can look at issues as they come up
if the ban is lifted.

Councilors noted a desire to come up with a solution for those individuals that do not have off
street parking and live too far from a municipal lot.

A Councilor noted a desire in the future to look at possibly creating some kind of overnight
parking permit if the ban is not lifted.

The Chair noted that there is no specific department or thought partner to assist with gathering
information on this item. The Chair noted a desire to have the item available as a vehicle to
discuss the item if issues come up that need to be addressed. The Chair asked the Committee
when they would like this item on the agenda again, and if they had a preference on who to
invite to the meeting to discuss the item. The Chair noted the following options: option A is to
leave it on the docket as a possibility, option B is to have the Committee select who they would
like to invite to a meeting for discussion, and option C is to put possible solutions to our parking
challenges on the table for debate and take a straw vote on them.

A Councilor noted a preference to keep the item on the agenda and send invites out to talk
about various topics.

A Councilor noted a preference to discuss what to do for individuals that do not have off-street
parking during the winter parking ban, and live too far away from the municipal lots.

A Councilor noted hesitation to bring individuals in from the administration as they have not
been supportive of past efforts to create a pass for overnight parking and there will be a new
administration next year.

A Councilor expressed a preference to hold the item.

Councilor Downs motioned to hold which passed 7-0-1 (Councilor Lipof not voting)

The Committee adjourned at 9:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Becky Grossman, Chair



Current: $25 per sticker and/or 2 free visitor permits per household

Number of

Resident

Number of Free Visitor Permits

Option A: 1 free visitor permit for each $25 sticker purchased

Number of

Stickers

Option B: Charge $25 for each sticker and $25 for each visitor permit

E Number of Visitor Permits Purchased Num.herof Number of Visitor Permits Purchased
Resident Resident
Stickers Stickers
Purchased 0 1 2 Purchased 0 ! 2 Purchased 0 1 2
0 30 $0 30 0 $0 $25 $50 0 $0 $25 $50
1 $25 $25 $25 1 $25 $25 $50 1 $25 $50 $75
2 $50 $50 $50 2 $50 $50 $50 2 $50 $75 $100




