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Finance Committee Members Present: Councilors Gentile (Chair), Humphrey, Malakie, 
Greenberg, Grossman, Bixby and Micley 
 
Programs & Services Committee Members Present: Councilors Krintzman (Chair), Humphrey, 
Oliver, Micley, Lobovits, Farrell, Malakie and Baker   
 
Also Present: Councilors Lucas, Albright and Getz 
 
Absent: Councilor Lipof 
 
City staff present: Superintendent Anna Nolin, Assistant Superintendent Liam Hurley, Chief 
Operating Officer Jonathan Yeo, Chief Financial Officer Maureen Lemieux, Financial Planning & 
Analysis Manager Perry Rosenfield, Financial Analyst Trevor Goehring, Director of Community 
Engagement & Inclusion Hattie Kerwin Derrick, Library Director Jill Mercurio, Deputy Comptroller 
Stela Zaloshnja, and Senior Financial Analyst Endrit Poreci 
 
All agendas and reports, both past and present can be found at the following link: Programs & 
Services Committee | City of Newton, MA (newtonma.gov) 
 
For more information regarding this meeting, a video recording can be found at the following 
link: Joint Finance and Programs & Services Committees - May 8, 2025 
 

Referred to Finance and Programs & Services Committees 
#114-25 Appropriation of $1,170,612 to reduce one-time Newton Public Schools 

expenditures 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate a sum of one 
million one hundred seventy thousand six hundred twelve dollars ($1,170,612) 
from June 30, 2024 Certified Free Cash to a non-lapsing account to reduce one-
time expenditures for Newton Public Schools.  

Action: Programs & Services Approved 8-0 
 Finance Approved 7-0 
 
Note:  Chief Financial Officer Maureen Lemieux joined the committee to discuss the 
item. She explained that this funding is intended to take one-time items out of the 

https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-committees/programs-services-committee
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-committees/programs-services-committee
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WmKNhvkDGh8&list=PLqJiDbsvfNjWrNbMO43imvzNSUJfdURqQ
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superintendent’s proposed budget to lower the budget gap between the Mayor’s and the 
School Committee’s budgets from about 3.3 million dollars to 2.2 million dollars.  
 
A councilor asked Dr. Nolin and Chair Brezski if this Free Cash item would close the gap and 
Chair Brezski answered that the line items in this docket item that are presently in the NPS 
operating budget for FY26 would close the gap by $945,612. He advocated that these items stay 
in the operating budget and that the Free Cash funding would be part of the budget.  
 
A councilor asked if a motion could be made to amend the item to have the funds go into an 
account to be specified that is the equivalent of the school budget rather than a non-lapsing 
account. Programs & Services Committee Chair Josh Krintzman and Finance Committee Chair 
Lenny Gentile said that could not happen. Councilor Baker said that a resolution could be made 
but the Mayor has the power to appropriate and the Council does not have independent 
authority to make an appropriation.  
 
A councilor asked where the $945,612 came from and why it was not 1.17 million dollars like 
the docket item stated. Chair Brezski explained that there are two line items included in the 
appropriation that were not included in the NPS operating budget. They were a $25,000 
transportation efficiency consultant line item and a $200,000 professional development line 
item. The same councilor asked if the Committees should approve $945,612 instead but Chair 
Brezski said he would support the full 1.17-million-dollar appropriation. However, he pointed 
out that the $945,612 would be the amount that would help to bridge the gap.  
 
A councilor asked for further clarification on why the two line items were included in the 
appropriation but not in the NPS operating budget and Dr. Nolin explained that the consultant 
is a one-time cost and the professional development was a grant that they anticipated to be 
cut. Ms. Lemieux said that the Administration had asked for a list of one-time expenditures in 
the budget to try to reduce the gap.  
 
In the Programs and Services Committee, councilors voted unanimously on a motion to approve 
from Councilor Oliver.  
 
In the Finance Committee, councilors voted unanimously on a motion to approve from 
Councilor Grossman.  
 
  Referred to Finance and Programs & Services Committees 
#122-25 Appropriation of $150,000 for Library data wiring  

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate one hundred 
fifty thousand dollars ($150,000) from June 30, 2024 Certified Free Cash to add 
to and update the Newton Free Library’s data wiring to improve connectivity, 
data security and transmission speed in heavily used patron and staff areas.   

Action: Programs & Services Held 6-0-2 (Councilors Humphrey and Baker Abstaining) 
 Finance Held 6-0-1 (Councilor Humphrey Abstaining)  
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Note:  Library Director Jill Mercurio joined the committee to discuss the item. She 
shared that the current library building was built in 1991 and while they have added data wiring 
over the years, there are still a lot of spaces still running on original Cat 3 wiring. This project 
will add 78 new lines in the building and allow for improved connectivity in the meeting and 
study rooms.  
 
A councilor asked for the time sensitivity of the project and Ms. Mercurio said that the funding 
is based on Free Cash at the end of the year, but they will wait to launch the project until the 
funding is available.  
 
A councilor expressed support for the item.  
 
In the Finance Committee, councilors voted 6-0-1 on a motion to hold from Councilor Grossman 
with Councilor Humphrey abstaining.  
 
In the Programs and Services Committee, councilors voted 6-0-2 on a motion to hold from 
Councilor Oliver with Councilors Humphrey and Baker abstaining.  
 
Chair’s Note: Budget report will be available at a later date.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:00pm.  
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Josh Krintzman, Chair 
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