
Memorial Playground at Oak Hill Park:
Beginning Improvements
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589 letters to 
abutters in Oak 
Hill Park 
neighborhood



What We’ve Heard

1. Ensure equitable access to facilities
2. Clarify school/park relationship
3. Provide spaces for multiple age groups
4. Improve quality of field
5. Off-Leash dog space
6. Replace play equipment
7. Diversify recreational offerings 

$225k budget
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• 3.0 acres overall
• Open lawn/sports field (~2 acres)
• Playground (~0.5 acres)
• Tennis courts (~0.3 acres)

• Perimeter tree plantings
 
•Centrally-located in residential 
neighborhood w/connections to 
multiple pedestrian paths

• Abutting Solomon Schechter Day 
School 

Existing Park 
Usage
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More About “Phasing”

Different contractors 
+
Different vendors 
+
Different lead times for 
manufacturing & shipping 
=
Different timelines for court, 
fencing, and playground work



• One regulation tennis 
court: 120’ x 60’

• Two half-court 
basketball courts: 56’ x 
40’

• Perimeter fence 
partially removed to 
increase connectivity

tennis

bball

school use

fence

Proposed Court 
and Fence Layout



Proposed Court 
and Fence Layout

• Total quoted cost: $97k

• Reduced from $113k in 
previous versions—less 
fencing and fewer gates.

• In ongoing conversations 
with Solomon Schechter 
to maintain security, 
clarify uses.
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Proposed Playground

1. Main play area 
replacement

2. Swings: replace belts and 
edging, replenish 
woodchips

3. Community fundraising for 
additional play equipment?
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Main Structure 
Replacement

Main structure replacement 

a. Two Tower with Bridge 
(replacement/upgrade to 
“Lhotse w/roof”) (~$35k)

b. Garden Seesaw  (~$7k)

Expected Installation Cost: 
~$80-$85k

a.

b.

a.
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Main structure area 
replacement 
Two Tower with Bridge & Garden 
Seesaw: ~$85k

New Belts on Swings: ~$4k

tennis

bballfence

swings

main 
play

play 2?

path

Tennis and half-court basketball 
courts: ~$70k

Partial perimeter fence: ~$27k

Subtotal = $186k
Contingency: ~$37k

Estimated Total: $223k



• Local resident-led campaign

• 0.42 acres (larger than Cabot, 
smaller than Walker dog parks)

• Remaining field space greater 
than three times off-leash area

• Farthest area from school and 
playground—contains location 
of old baseball backstop

Off-Leash Area Proposal



• New playground equipment

• Fix court surfacing

• Add basketball hoops

• More open access to court

• New off-leash dog area

• Preserve field space

Summary Proposals



Memorial Playground 
at Oak Hill Park

Parks & Open Space Office
Luis Perez Demorizi lpdemorizi@newtonma.gov
Ahron Lerman alerman@newtonma.gov

General Parks: parks@newtonma.gov 
     617-796-1500

mailto:lpdemorizi@newtonma.gov
mailto:alerman@newtonma.gov
mailto:parks@newtonma.gov
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