Zoning & Planning Committee Agenda

City of Newton
In City Council

Monday, May 12, 2025

7:00 pm
Room 204

~

The Zoning and Planning Committee will hold this meeting as a hybrid meeting

on Monday, May 12, 2025 at 7:00 PM that the public may access in-person or

virtually via Zoom. To attend this meeting via Zoom use this link:

https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/86752166563 or call 1-646-558-8656 and use
Qhe following Meeting ID: 867 5216 6563. -

Item Scheduled for Discussion:

#28-25 Request for addition of maximum residential facade build out ratio to Chapter
30, Zoning
ZONING & PLANNING COMMITTEE requesting addition of a maximum residential
facade build out ratio to Chapter 30, Zoning to aid in new development being
contextual to the surrounding neighborhood.
Zoning & Planning Held 6-0 on 02/26/2025
Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 03/24/2025
Zoning & Planning Held 7-0 on 04/14/2025

#85-24 Request for discussion and possible amendments to enhance the preservation
of existing homes.
COUNCILORS BAKER, OLIVER, MALAKIE, KALIS, GETZ, LUCAS, LOBOVITS, AND
WRIGHT requesting a discussion and possible amendments to Chapter 30 Zoning
or other City Ordinances to enhance the preservation of existing homes over
their replacement by larger and more expensive structures.
Zoning & Planning Held on 02/15/24, 03/11/24, 04/08/24, 05/13/24, 07/22/24,
09/09/24,10/10/24, 10/28/24
Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 11/14/2024
Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 12/19/2024
Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 01/27/2025
Zoning & Planning Held 6-0 (Councilor Kalis Not Voting) on 02/26/2025

The location of this meeting is accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided to persons
with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please contact the city
of Newton’s ADA Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance of the meeting:
ifairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-1089. For the
Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711.
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Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 03/24/2025
Zoning & Planning Held 7-0 on 04/14/2025

Amend the setbacks in the MR zones to encourage preservation of existing
buildings

COUNCILORS ALBRIGHT, DANBERG, KRINTZMAN, AND LEARY seeking a discussion
with the Planning Department to consider ordinance amendments that would
revise the metrics in the multi-residence (MR1, MR2 and MR3) zones, to regulate
the size of new buildings better, enable a wider range of housing options close to
public transit, and better incentivize preservation and renovation of existing
housing stock.

Zoning & Planning Held on 02/15/2024, 03/11/2024, 04/08/2024, 05/13/2024,
07/22/2024, 09/09/2024

Zoning & Planning Held 7-0 on 10/10/2024

Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 10/28/2024

Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 11/14/2024

Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 12/19/2024

Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 01/27/2025

Zoning & Planning Held 6-0 (Councilor Kalis Not Voting) on 02/26/2025

Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 03/24/2025

Zoning & Planning Held 7-0 on 04/14/2025

Aligning zoning to proposed use in new development

COUNCILORS OLIVER, WRIGHT, LUCAS, MALAKIE, KALIS, FARRELL, GREENBERG,
GETZ, AND LOBOVITS requesting discussion and possible zoning ordinance
changes to align zoning to the proposed use for by right or special permit
projects for new build or major renovations. The goal would be to further
improve consistency in lot utilization (e.g., setbacks, open space) and structure
(e.g., massing, height, FAR) within a neighborhood.

Zoning & Planning Held 7-0 on 10/10/2024

Requesting discussion and possible ordinance amendments regarding raised
beds in the setback

COUNCILORS ALBRIGHT AND DANBERG requesting a discussion and possible
amendments to Chapter 30, Zoning to exempt raised beds from the definition of
a structure and allow them to be placed within the setback.

Respectfully Submitted,
R. Lisle Baker, Chair
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Introduction to Discussion on
Residential Uses in Non-Residential
Z_ones

Newton Planning Department
Zoning and Planning Committee Presentation, May 12th
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Why has this item been raised?

Residential Redevelopment
through Special Permit

Concern around contextual development

o Dimensions allowed by special permit

By Right Commercial Redevelopment

Concern around contextual uses

o Business uses on residential streets




Where in the City
are there existing
residential uses in

Non-residential
Zones?

Legend

1-3 Unit Resi in Non SR-
- MR Districts

| Property Boundaries

1 Newton City Boundary
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Possible Criteria for Rezoning

Parcels in which non-residential zoning appears to be out of alignment with current
context and use

e Primarily fronting smaller scale residential streets




Possible Criteria for Maintaining Zoning ~ *

Parcels in which the residential use appears to be out of alignment with current
context and zoning

e Primarily fronting larger scale commercial, industrial or mixed-use streets
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Options for addressing concerns:

Altering special permit allowances for the
dimensions of residential redevelopment
in non-residential zones

A0

Allows for commercial or multifamily
redevelopment in the future




Current Zoning Dimensional Allowance

FAR

MR1

0.48
*for 10,00 SF lot

MR2

0.53-0.43
*for 10,00 SF lot

BU1

1.00 (2 stories) -
1.50 (3 stories)

#302-24

1.00 (2 stories) -
2.00 (4 stories)

Front Setback

40°

40’

Average

Average (up to 3 stories)
Lesser of /2 bldg ht or
Average” (4 stories)

Side Setback

Y2 bldg ht or equal to
abutting side yard setback;
abutting residential district:
greater of 72 bldg ht or 15’

Same as BU1

Rear Setback

30°

25’

0’;
Abutting residential district:
Greater of 2 bldg ht or 15’

Same as BU1

Max Height

36’ (pitched
roof)

36’ (pitched
roof)

24’ (by right)
36’ (special permit)

24’ (by right)
48’ (special permit)
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Discussion
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Memo

To: Zoning and Planning Committee
From: Susan Albright
Re: Raised Beds — Docket item # 52-25

Raised beds are considered structures and therefore not allowed in the front setback. As |
understand it — ISD does not drive around the city looking for raised beds — rather this is a
complaint driven issue. Again, as | understand it even a raised bed of 12 inches Is not allowed
in the setback. After discussing this with Commissioner Ciccariello we decided | would look for
examples for what other cities and towns have allowed regarding raised beds as a way to begin
the conversation on this docket item.

There are three documents attached:
1. Fairfax County
2. Minneapolis
3. Seattle

When looking at these documents - particularly Minneapolis (a very long chart) search on the
words “raised bed” to find out the requirements. | have other examples but time controls my

ability to get them out today.

Looking forward to the discussion.
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FAIRFAXCOUNTY

VIRGIMIA

CONTACT INFORMATION: Our offices are open 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday
through Friday.

703-324-1314 ) )
Q TTY 711 9 ordadmin@fairfaxcounty.gov

Leslie Johnson
Zoning Administrator

@ 12055 Government Center Pkwy.
Fairfax, VA 22035

Jo

Front Yard Gardens - FAQs

Click on a question below to expand.

1. What is the difference between a garden and landscaping? x

Gardening is defined by the Zoning Ordinance as: “An area of cultivated ground
or a structure such as a planter box, pot, or raised bed, devoted in whole or in
part to the growing of herbs, fruits, or vegetables for consumption.”

Landscaping is defined by the Zoning Ordinance as: “The improvement of a lot
with grass, shrubs, trees, other vegetation, and ornamental features.
Landscaping may include pedestrian walks, flowerbeds, ornamental objects
such as fountains, statues, trellises, and other similar natural and artificial
features.”

2. How large can a front yard garden be and are front yard gardens subject to
setback requirements?

https://www fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/zoning/front-yard-gardens/faqs#:~:text=Structures related to gardening such,A of the Zoning Ordinance 1/4


tel:703-324-1314
mailto:ordadmin@fairfaxcounty.gov
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=12055%20Government%20Center%20Pkwy.%20Fairfax%2C%20VA%2022035
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=12055%20Government%20Center%20Pkwy.%20Fairfax%2C%20VA%2022035
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Pursuant to subsection 4102.7.A of the Zoning Ordinance, gardens located in a
front yard, may not exceed a maximum area of 100 square feet and be located
no closer than 15 feet to any front lot line or street line. Please see Figure 4102.4 of
the Zoning Ordinance, for an illustrative example of these regulations.

Gardens that exceed 100 square feet are prohibited in any portion of the front
yard on lots containing less than 36,000 square feet. On lots larger than 36,000
square feet, gardens that exceed 100 square feet may be located outside the
required front yard setback

3. How are front yard gardens permitted on a corner lot? x

On lots with multiple front yards, 100 square feet of garden area is allowed in
each front yard setback. However, there may be no more than 100 square feet of
garden area in any one front yard setback, and the gardens must meet the 15-
foot setback requirement. See Figure 4102.4 of the Zoning Ordinance

4. Are structures related to gardening permitted in a front yard, and if so, how
tall can these structures be? What type of structures are considered garden x
structures?

Structures related to gardening such as raised planter boxes, raised beds, and
pots, which are no taller than four feet are permitted in the front yard, but must
meet the 15-foot setback requirement from a front lot line. All other structures in
the front yard or front yard setback must meet the provisions of subsection
4102.7.A of the Zoning Ordinance

5. Are gardens located in a side or rear yard limited in size? 3

Gardens located in a side or rear yard (as defined by the Zoning Ordinance) of
any residentially zoned single-family lot, are permitted without size or location
restriction. Please note that structures related to gardening, in the side or rear
yard, may be subject to applicable setback regulations.

https://www fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/zoning/front-yard-gardens/faqs#:~:text=Structures related to gardening such,A of the Zoning Ordinance 2/4


https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/fairfaxcounty-va/doc-viewer.aspx#secid-2871
https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/fairfaxcounty-va/media/images/figure%204102_4.png
https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/fairfaxcounty-va/media/images/figure%204102_4.png
https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/fairfaxcounty-va/doc-viewer.aspx#secid-2871
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6. Is composting permitted in a front yard? 3

Composting is not permitted in any front yard, pursuant to subsection 4102.7.A of
the Zoning Ordinance.

https://www fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/zoning/front-yard-gardens/faqs#:~:text=Structures related to gardening such,A of the Zoning Ordinance 3/4


https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/fairfaxcounty-va/doc-viewer.aspx#secid-2871
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/topics/languagetranslation
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicaffairs/awards
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/topics/sitefeedback
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/topics/copyright-privacy
tel:703-324-7329
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/topics/events-meetings
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/cableconsumer/channel-16/fairfax-county-government-television
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/topics/alerts-and-emails
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/alerts
https://fairfaxcountyemergency.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fairfaxcounty/
https://twitter.com/@fairfaxcounty
https://instagram.com/fairfaxcounty
https://www.youtube.com/fairfaxcountygov
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/topics/mobile
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https://www fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/zoning/front-yard-gardens/faqs#:~:text=Structures related to gardening such,A of the Zoning Ordinance 4/4
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City of Minneapolis
CPED Planning Division
505 4" Avenue S, #320
Minneapolis, MN 55415
612-673-3000

o

o

City of Lakes

PERMITTED OBSTRUCTIONS IN REQUIRED YARDS

540.890. Obstructions in required yards.

(a)

(b)

(c)

In general. All required yards shall remain open and unobstructed from ground level to the sky, except as
otherwise provided below.

Permitted obstructions. Accessory uses and structures and projections of the principal structure may be
located in a required yard only as indicated by a "P" for permitted in Table 540-22, Permitted Obstructions in
Required Yards.

Nonresidential uses. Notwithstanding Table 540-22 Permitted Obstructions in Required Yards, required
interior side yards for nonresidential uses shall remain unobstructed from the ground level to the sky, except
that fencing and retaining walls shall be allowed. Where a rear yard abuts a required side yard, such rear yard
shall remain unobstructed from the ground level to the sky, except that fencing shall be allowed.

(d) Additional limitations. In no case shall any permitted obstruction be located closer than one (1) foot from the

(e)

(f)

property line, except for driveways, walkways, fences, detached accessory buildings, the storage of firewood
and containers for the removal of household refuse, subject to the provisions of this section.

Interior side yards for detached buildings accessory to dwellings. The interior side yard requirement for a
detached accessory building may be reduced to one (1) foot when the entire accessory building is located in
the rear forty (40) feet or rear twenty (20) percent of the lot, whichever is greater, provided that the accessory
building shall be located not less than ten (10) feet from any habitable portion of a principal structure on the
adjoining lot. Where vehicle access doors face the interior side lot line, no reduction of the required yard is
permitted on the side with the vehicle access doors. Further, the required side yard for a detached accessory
building may be eliminated where adjoining property owners construct detached garages sharing a common
wall and which are located in the rear forty (40) feet. Where the interior side yard is reduced, eaves, including
gutters, shall not be less than six (6) inches from the property line, except where a common wall is allowed.

Rear yards for detached buildings accessory to dwellings. The rear yard requirement for a detached accessory
building may be reduced to one (1) foot, except where vehicle access doors face the rear lot line, in which
case no reduction of the required yard is permitted. Further, where a rear yard abuts a required side yard no
reduction of the required yard is permitted unless the entire accessory building is located in the rear forty (40)
feet or rear twenty (20) percent of the lot, whichever is greater, and is located behind the rear wall of the
principal structure on the adjacent property to the rear. The required yard along such adjacent property may
be eliminated where adjoining property owners construct detached garages sharing a common wall and which
are located in the rear forty (40) feet of both properties. Where the rear yard is reduced, eaves, including
gutters, shall not be less than six (6) inches from the property line, except where a common wall is allowed.

(g8) Accessory buildings on reverse corner lots. An accessory building shall be no closer to the side lot line adjacent

to the street than a distance equal to two-thirds (34) of the depth of the required front yard specified in the
yard requirements table of the district of the adjacent property to the rear. Further, an accessory building
shall not be located within five (5) feet of a rear lot line that coincides with the side lot line of a property in an
urban neighborhood or residential mixed-use district. However, where the entire accessory building is located
in the rear forty (40) feet or rear twenty (20) percent of the lot, whichever is greater, and is located not less
than ten (10) feet from any habitable portion of a principal dwelling on the adjacent property, only one (1)
foot shall be required along such adjacent property line, except as otherwise prohibited by this zoning
ordinance. Further, the required yard along such adjacent property may be eliminated where adjoining

Revised 11/08/23 Page 1 of 6



#52-25
City of Minneapolis

property owners construct detached garages sharing a common wall and which are located in the rear forty
(40) feet.

(h) Interior side yards for driveways accessory to dwellings. The yard requirement for a driveway may be
eliminated where adjoining property owners share a common driveway.

(i) Rear yards. For purposes of Table 540-22 Permitted Obstructions in Required Yards, a rear yard abutting a
required side yard shall be considered an interior side yard and shall be subject to the permitted obstructions
regulations for such interior side yard.

Table 540-22 Permitted Obstructions in Required Yards

Front or Interior Rear
Type of Obstruction Forner side Yard Yard
Side Yard

Accessible entrance landing not exceeding thirty-six (36)
square feet in area and not more than the height of the
level of the first floor or four (4) feet above the average
level of the adjoining natural grade whichever is less, P P P
and handrails not more than three (3) feet in height and
not more than fifty (50) percent opaque, not including
permanently roofed porches

Accessible ramp or lift not exceeding four (4) feet in
width leading to an entrance landing and handrails not
more than three (3) feet in height and not more than
fifty (50) percent opaque

Accessory buildings, subject to the provisions of Chapter
545, Article lll, Accessory Uses and Structures and P P
section 540.890 (e), (f), and (g)

Air conditioning window units projecting not more than
eighteen (18) inches into the required yard

Air conditioning systems, heating, ventilating, and
filtering equipment, not to exceed five (5) feet in height.
Such equipment shall not be located closer than two (2)
feet from an interior side property line. Such equipment P P
may project into a corner side yard, provided such
equipment is located no closer than three (3) feet from
the corner side lot line

Arbors, or other growing support structures that are not
a fence, trellis or pergola, not exceeding twenty (20)
square feet in area, including eaves, and not more than
eight (8) feet in height. Both the sides and the roof must
be at least fifty (50) percent open, or, if latticework is
used, shall be less than sixty (60) percent opaque. Such
structures shall not be constructed of electrically
charged wire, razor wire, chain link, chicken wire,
railroad ties, utility poles, plywood or any other similar
materials

Revised 11/17/23 Page 2 of 6
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City of Minneapolis
Front or Interior Rear
Type of Obstruction Forner side Yard Yard
Side Yard
Awnings and canopies, projecting not more than two p p p

and one-half (2}%) feet into front or side yards
Balconies, decks and ground level patios not exceeding
fifty (50) square feet in area and projecting not more
than five (5) feet into the required yard of a single-,
two-, or three-family dwelling. Ground-level patios up
to one hundred (100) square feet, constructed of
decorative concrete, pavers or stone, may extend more P P
than four (4) feet into the required front yard of a
single-, two-, or three-family dwelling provided the
patio is located not less than ten (10) feet from a public
sidewalk and shall be designed in a manner that would
prevent the patio from being used for off-street parking
Balconies, decks and ground level patios not exceeding
fifty (50) square feet in area and projecting not more
than five (5) feet into the required yard of a multiple-
family dwelling with four (4) or more units. In an
interior side yard, such balcony, deck, or ground level
patio may project no closer than ten (10) feet from the
interior side lot line, meaning an interior side yard
obstruction is permitted only on a building where the
required interior side yard is greater than ten (10) feet.
Ground-level patios up to one hundred (100) square
feet, constructed of decorative concrete, pavers or
stone, may extend more than four (4) feet into the
required front yard provided the patio is located not
less than ten (10) feet from a public sidewalk and shall
be designed in a manner that would prevent the patio
from being used for off-street parking

Bay windows not exceeding fifty (50) square feet in area
and projecting not more than five (5) feet into the
required yard provided the bay shall not serve as an
extension of the finished floor

Bicycle racks installed to the manufacturer's
specifications, including the minimum recommended
distance from other structures and shall permit the
locking of the bicycle frame and one (1) wheel to the
rack and support a bicycle in a stable position without P P
damage to the wheels, frame or components. Except for
Institutional and Public Uses, no more than eight (8)
bicycle parking spaces may be located in each required
yard

Chimneys projecting not more than two (2) feet into the
required yard

Revised 11/17/23 Page 3 of 6
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City of Minneapolis
Front or Interior Rear
Type of Obstruction Forner side Yard Yard
Side Yard

Compost containers, subject to the provisions of
Chapter 244, Housing Maintenance Code, and not P
closer than twenty (20) feet from any adjacent dwelling
Containers for the removal of household refuse, subject
to the provisions of Chapter 244, Housing Maintenance
Code. In a required interior side yard, such containers
shall be located in the rear forty (40) feet or rear twenty P P
(20) percent of the lot, whichever is greater, and shall
be located a minimum of ten (10) feet from the
habitable portion of any dwelling on the adjoining lot
Driveways, subject to the provisions of section 540.890
(h) and section 555.510

Electrical transformers in a rear yard adjacent to a
public alley. To qualify as a permitted obstruction, such
transformers shall cover a maximum of twenty (20)
percent of the area of the required rear yard

Eaves, including gutters, projecting not more than three
(3) feet from the building in the required front, rear or
corner side yard and not more than two (2) feet from
the building in the required interior side yard

Fences including trellises, subject to Chapter 550, Article
X, Fences

Flagpoles, subject to section 550.100 P P P
Lighting fixtures and lampposts, subject to section
550.100

Lockers for package deliveries shall not exceed thirty-
two (32) square feet and five (5) feet in height. Where
lockers occupy more than twelve (12) square feet, the
lockers shall be screened from adjacent streets and P
properties with screening that is at least sixty (60)
percent opaque and shall be at least as tall as the locker
it is intended to screen

Open porches, projecting not more than eight (8) feet
from the building. The porch shall be covered and may
extend the width of the dwelling, provided it shall be no
closer than three (3) feet from an interior side lot line,
or five (5) feet from the front lot line, or corner side lot
line. The porch shall not be enclosed with windows,
screens, or walls, but may include handrails not more
than three (3) feet in height and not more than fifty (50)
percent opaque. The finish of the porch shall match the
finish of the dwelling or the trim on the dwelling. For
the purpose of this section, raw or unfinished lumber
shall not be permitted on an open porch

Revised 11/17/23 Page 4 of 6
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City of Minneapolis

Type of Obstruction

Front or
Corner
Side Yard

Interior
Side Yard

Rear
Yard

Parking areas, subject to the provisions of section
540.890 (e), (f) and (g), section 550.510, and Chapter
545, Article Ill, Accessory Uses and Structures

Pergolas, subject to the provisions of Chapter 545,
Article VIII, Accessory Uses and Structures, and section
540.890 (e), (f) and (g). In a front or corner side yard
pergolas shall not exceed twenty (20) square feet in
area, including eaves, and not more than eight (8) feet
in height

Public park accessory functions, including but not
limited to athletic fields and courts, backstops,
playgrounds, pool facilities, benches, bleachers, and
skateboard parks. Buildings shall not be allowed as a
permitted obstruction

Rain barrels and cisterns accessory to single-, two-, or
three-family dwellings shall be limited to a maximum
height of four (4) feet and a maximum width of two and
one-half (2.5) feet. Rain barrels and cisterns accessory
to multiple-family dwellings of five (5) units or more and
nonresidential uses shall be limited to a maximum
height of six (6) feet and a maximum width of three (3)
feet. No more than two (2) rain barrels or cisterns may
be located in each required yard

Raised planting beds, not exceeding three (3) feet in
height. In a front or corner side yard raised planting
beds shall not be closer than five (5) feet to a front or
corner side property line. Raised planting beds shall be
constructed of wood, brick, masonry, landscape
timbers, metal, ceramic, or synthetic lumber and shall
be compatible with the principal structure and adjacent
residential properties. Raised planting beds constructed
of wood shall be structurally sound and free of rot. In
addition, prefabricated raised planting beds shall be
permitted. Raised planting beds shall not be
constructed of wire, chicken wire, rope, cable, railroad
ties, utility poles, tires, plumbing fixtures or any other
similar materials

Recreational playground equipment, except for
nonresidential uses

Retaining walls, where natural grade is retained

Retaining walls, in the front yard only, not retaining
natural grade where proposed grade is increased to
match the top of the existing slope or up to three (3)
feet in height above natural grade, whichever is less.

Revised 11/17/23

Page 5 of 6
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City of Minneapolis
Front or Interior Rear
Type of Obstruction Forner side Yard Yard
Side Yard
Signs, subject to the provisions of Chapter 560, Signs P

Stairs not exceeding four (4) feet in width and entrance
landings not exceeding sixteen (16) square feet in area
provided such structures are not more than the height
of the level of the first floor or four (4) feet above the
average level of the adjoining natural grade whichever
is less, and handrails for such stairs not more than three
(3) feet in height and not more than fifty (50) percent P P P
opaque. In a front or corner side yard, stairs shall not
exceed eight (8) feet in width and entrance landings
shall not exceed thirty-six (36) square feet in area. Stairs
for Institutional and Civic Uses shall not exceed twelve
(12) feet in width and entrance landings shall not
exceed ninety-six (96) square feet

Storage of firewood, subject to the provisions of
Chapter 228, Firewood Storage

Utility meters projecting not more than two (2) feet into
the required yard

Vestibules not exceeding seventy-five (75) square feet
in area and projecting not more than seven (7) feet P
from the building

Wall assemblies added to a residential structure existing
on the effective date of this ordinance for the purpose
of achieving a high degree of energy efficiency and
which do not result in increased internal floor area.
Such a wall assemblies shall not be located closer than
three (3) feet from an interior side property line.
Walkways, not exceeding four (4) feet in interior side
and rear yards. Walkways, not exceeding six (6) feet in
width in front and corner side yards. Walkways for
institutional and public uses shall not exceed twelve
(12) feet in width in front and corner side yards.
Walkways shall be at ground level. Except for public
recreational walkways and bicycle trails, walkways in
required yards shall not be constructed of asphalt
Window wells not exceeding sixteen (16) square feet in
area. Such window wells shall be located at least three
(3) feet apart and shall not be located closer than two
(2) feet from an interior side property line. Not more
than three (3) window wells shall be allowed to project
closer than five (5) feet to each interior side lot line
Window wells not exceeding thirty-six (36) square feet
in area.

Revised 11/17/23 Page 6 of 6
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Seattle Department of Transportation (transportation)

@ Customer Service Support
You can submit applications for all our permit types through the Seattle Services Portal
(https://cosaccela.seattle.gov/portal/Customization/SEATTLE/welcome.aspx).
For customers who need language assistance or technical coaching, visit our Permitting Customer Service Support
(/transportation/permits-and-services/permits/permitting-customer-service-support) page for more details.

Gardening in the Planting Strip

Overview

Gardening in the unpaved area between the sidewalk and street—the planting strip—is enjoyable and easy to do! You can
beautify your neighborhood with gardens in the planting strips as well as increase the curb appeal of your home, attract
pollinators to your garden, or provide extra space for growing vegetables. Planting strip gardens also create a safe and
welcoming place for people to walk.

In order to plant in the gardening strip, a Street Use permit is required. But, as long as it meets our guidelines below, the
permit is free!

Important Note: Gardening outside a planting strip area (in, for example, the gravel shoulder) may not be allowed and
will require review by a subject matter expert. Permits for gardening outside a planting strip area does not incur a permit
fee, but may incur a review fee.

Step 1: Plan your garden

Location, Location, Location!
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Before you design a garden in your planting strip, be sure to verify that your future garden does not co#?c?ﬁ%s
underground utilities or large tree roots. Call 811 [ (http://call811.com/) to request the location of all nearby
underground utilities.

Design your garden!

Your new garden can include low-growing perennials, ornamental grasses, shrubs, herbs, or edible plants. We've
established some guidelines for you to make the most of the planting strip while still guaranteeing accessibility of the
traveling public. When designing your garden, you should follow these guidelines:

Planting

= Plants should have a maximum mature height of 3 feet (.9 meters)

= Plants within 30 feet (9 meters) of an intersection should have a maximum mature height of 30 inches (76 cm)
= Plants within 10 feet of a driveway (3 meters) should have a maximum mature height of 30 inches (76 cm)

= Under trees, plants should not be planted within 4 feet (1.2 meters) of the trunk

m |f there is a parking lane next to the planting strip, there should be an 18 inch-wide (45.7 cm) landing strip flush with
the curb. It may be planted with low-growing groundcover or turf, a mulched surface, or set with pavers, bricks, or
stepping stones.

Raised Beds and Fixed Objects

= Fixed objects, including raised beds, should be setback at least 1 foot (30 cm) from the sidewalk edge, 3 feet (.9
meters) from the curb face, and 5 feet (1.5 meters) from utility poles, fire hydrants, and other utility structures

= Planting strips must be at least 6 feet (1.82 meters) wide to install raised beds

= The maximum height of raised beds is 18 inches (45.7 cm)

= The maximum length of raised beds is 40 feet (12.19 meters)

= Allow 3 feet (.9 meters) between raised beds for pedestrian access between the street and sidewalk

= On streets without a sidewalk or curb, raised beds should be set back 11 feet (3.35 meters) from the edge of the
pavement

= Raised beds should not be made with creosote-treated timber because it is toxic. We do not recommend using other
types of treated lumber.

Choose Your Plants!

We recommend including native and drought-tolerant plants in the plant palette for your garden. We've listed some
examples below:

Groundcovers

https://www.seattle.gov/transportation/permits-and-services/permits/planting-in-the-right-of-way 2/10


http://call811.com/
http://call811.com/
https://www.seattle.gov/transportation

5/9/25,11:47 AM Gardening in the Planting Strip - Transportation | seattle.gov

L #52-25
Wild ginger (Asarum caudatum)
Blue fescue (Festuca galuca)
Shore juniper (Juniperus conferta)
Creeping bramble (Rubus pentalobus)

Periwinkle (Vinca minor)
Perennials / Ferns / Grasses

Lady fern (Athyrium filix-femina)

Pacific Coast Iris (/ris "Pacific Coast Hybrids")
Evergreen candytuft (/beris sempervirens)
Lavender (Lavandula angustifolia)

Bee balm (Monarda didyma "Petite Wonder™)

Low shrubs (some pruning may be required to maintain maximum height)

Low Oregron holly-grape (Mahonia nervosa)

Dwarf olive (Olea europaea "Little Ollie")

Rosemary (Rosmarinus officinalis)

Mount Vernon cherry laurel (Prunus laurocerasus "Mount Vernon")
Snowberry (Symphoricarpos albus)

Check out the Seattle Green Factor Plant List
(documents/Departments/SDOT/PublicSpaceManagement/SeattleGreenFactorPlantList.pdf) for an extensive list of plant
recommendations!

Remember: planting strips are shared public spaces, so it's important to choose plants that won't obstruct the sidewalk or
reduce visibility at intersections and driveways!

P,

T T

nnnnn s i Sk

e : i

v

https://www.seattle.gov/transportation/permits-and-services/permits/planting-in-the-right-of-way 3/10


https://www.seattle.gov/documents/Departments/SDOT/PublicSpaceManagement/SeattleGreenFactorPlantList.pdf
https://www.seattle.gov/documents/Departments/SDOT/PublicSpaceManagement/SeattleGreenFactorPlantList.pdf
https://www.seattle.gov/documents/Departments/SDOT/PublicSpaceManagement/SeattleGreenFactorPlantList.pdf
https://www.seattle.gov/documents/Departments/SDOT/Services/Permits/TemplatesAndChecklists/SitePlanCornerFrontageFormFill.pdf
https://www.seattle.gov/documents/Departments/SDOT/Services/Permits/TemplatesAndChecklists/SitePlanCornerFrontageFormFill.pdf
https://www.seattle.gov/documents/Departments/SDOT/Services/Permits/TemplatesAndChecklists/SitePlanCornerFrontageFormFill.pdf
https://www.seattle.gov/transportation

5/9/25,11:47 AM Gardening in the Planting Strip - Transportation | seattle.gov

#52-25

=

BT P B

(documents/Departments/SDOT/PublicSpaceManagement/SitePlanMatrix_11x17_Fill.pdf)

Step 2: Draw your plan

After you've finished planning your garden, you'll want to draw your plan. To help you with this, we have some site plan
templates that you can use. Your site plan must show the following:

= Length and width of the work area
= Details of any proposed structures or planters (i.e. type, size, and installation location)

= Your plant list

Apply for your permit:

Now that you've designed your garden and drawn your site plan, you can apply for your permit! When you're ready to do
this, click on the "Apply Now" button in the top right-hand corner of the page to begin the application process.
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If you have used the Seattle Services Portal before to apply for a Restricted Parking Zone (RPZ) (/transo#rg%-n?[)%rmits-
and-services/permits/parking-permits/rpz-permits) permit, any type of Seattle Department of Construction and

to apply!

Under Create New select "Permits-Street Use" and navigate to and select the "Short Term Use" and
"Gardening/Planting" record type.

Once you've selected the Gardening/Planting permit type, follow the step-by-step instructions in our How to Apply for a
Construction Permit help article (4 (https:/seattlegov.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/360056144714-How-Do-I-Submit-an-
Application-for-a-ROW-Construction-Heavy-Crane-or-ROW-Maintenance-Permit-) to continue the application process.

« Short Term Use

O Block Party
Steet Use
This will allow for temporary closure of a neighborhood street for one-time or recurring events
like neighborhood block parties or play streets.

More Information

O Gardening/Planting
Steet Use
This free permit allows you to plant in a planting strip. Plants must be chosen from the Seattle
Green Factor Plant list.

More Information

When you upload your garden/plant plan on the Attachments page of the application, select a Document Type of Site Plan
and continue to complete the application

File:
Gardening Plan.docx

# Document Type: [2]
Site Plan -

Description:

£ X
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Step 4: Plant your garden! 52-25

What We Do

Many people in Seattle are interested in installing vegetable gardens, ornamental plants, or rain gardens in the planting
strip adjacent to their properties. We encourage these efforts, as gardens in planting strips provide a natural buffer
between pedestrians and vehicles, beautify the streetscape, and collect and filter storm water runoff.
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Specifically, we:

= provide support and guidance for individuals and community groups interested in gardening in planting strips
adjacent to their properties

= jssue free permits for planting trees, creating voluntary rain gardens, or installing raised beds in planting strips
m provide guidance for applying for streamlined Street Improvement Permits for voluntary bioretention

» facilitate individual and community-based projects devoted to greening undeveloped or unimproved right-of-way
areas, like community gardens

Are you interested in a P-Patch? Visit the Seattle Department of Neighborhoods P-Patch Community Gardening
(http://www.seattle.gov/neighborhoods/programs-and-services/p-patch-community-gardening) page.

Program Goals

Through our Planting in the Right-of-Way program, we seek to:

Increase use of the right-of-way for food production and gardening

Promote community stewardship of neighborhood open space

Reduce stormwater runoff

Ensure safety and mobility of the traveling public

Beautify our shared streetscapes

Ready to get started?

Go to the Seattle Services Portal to apply for a permit, make a payment, or check your permit status.
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Seattle Services Portal Login (https://cosaccela.seattle.gov/Portal/welcome.aspx)

Street Use Permitting

Phone: (206) 684-5253 (tel: +1 (206).684-5253)
Email: SDOTPermits@Seattle.gov (mailto:SDOTPermits@Seattle.gov)

Related Links

m Public Space Management Programs (transportation/projects-and-programs/programs/public-space-management-
programs)

m Streets Illustrated (http://streetsillustrated.seattle.gov/)

m Trees for Seattle Program (http://www.seattle.gov/trees/treeselection.htm)

m P-Patch Community Gardening (http://www.seattle.gov/neighborhoods/programs-and-services/p-patch-community-
gardening)

m RainWise Program
(http://www.seattle.gov/util/EnvironmentConservation/Projects/GreenStormwaterinfrastructure/RainWise/index.htm)

Street Use Virtual Coaching Is Available!
Would you like to talk with a Street Use Reviewer about a technical issue?

Email SDOTPermits@seattle.gov (mailto:SDOTPermits@seattle.gov) or call (206) 684-5253 (tel: +1 (206) 684-5253)

Virtual Coaching Hours take place Monday - Friday at the below times:

= 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
= 1:00p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Please include your name, phone number, email address, permit number (if available) and your question for us.

Transportation

Adiam Emery, Interim Director

Email: 684-Road@seattle.gov (mailto:684-Road@seattle.gov)

£ ] (https://www.facebook.com/SeattleDOT) (http://twitter.com/SeattleDOT)
(https://www.instagram.com/seattledot/) (r(https://www.tiktok.com/@seattle_dot)
o (https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUQBwWSSOOpNLOmMHeUj7v2GQ)
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2 (http://www.flickr.com/photos/sdot_photos/)
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in (https://www.linkedin.com/company/seattle-department-of-transportation)
@ (http://sdotblog.seattle.gov/) = (transportation/about-us/contact-us)

Newsletter Updates

Subscribe (4 (https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WASEATTLE/subscriber/topics?qsp=WASEATTLE_8)

Sign up for the latest updates from Transportation

Citywide Information

Elected Officials (elected-officials)

Open Data Portal (https://data.seattle.gov/)
Public Records (public-records)

City Holidays and Closures (holidays-and-

closures)

=] City News Feed (//news.seattle.gov)
ﬁ City Event Calendar (event-calendar)

a All City Newsletters

Popular Pages

1. Transit (transportation/getting-
around/transit)

2. Restricted Parking Zone (RPZ)
Permits (transportation/permits-
and-services/permits/parking-
permits/rpz-permits)

3. Paid Parking Rates
(transportation/projects-and-
programs/programs/parking-
program/paid-parking-
information/street-parking-rates)

(https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WASEATTLE/sutbsaevilteritepissdoter Share and Bike

qsp=CODE_RED)

BB View the Departments & Agencies List
(departments)

Share (transportation/projects-and-
programs/programs/bike-
program/how-to-use-scooter-share-
and-bike-share)

5. Neighborhood Street Fund Program
(NSF) (transportation/projects-and-
programs/programs/neighborhood-
street-fund)

The Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT) is on a mission to deliver a transportation system
that provides safe and affordable access to places and opportunities for everyone as we work to
achieve our vision of Seattle as a thriving, equitable community powered by dependable
transportation.
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About Our Digital Properties (about-our-digital-properties)  Privacy Policy (tech/data-privacy/privacy-statement)  Title
[I: Americans with Disabilities Act (americans-with-disabilities-act)  Title VI: Civil Rights Act (civilrights/laws-we-
enforce/title-vi-civil-rights-act) ~ Sitemap (//www.seattle.gov/sitemap)
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