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 Newton Sustainable Materials Management Commission (SMMC) 

Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, March 27, 2025, 7:00 p.m. 

Remote Meeting via Zoom 

 

Members in Attendance: Meryl Kessler, Vice Chair and Acting Chair of the meeting, Carl 

Valente, Secretary, Sunwoo Kahng, Alex Lee (at 7:45 p.m.), Vince McKay, Marian Rambelle and 

Miles Smith. 

 

Members Absent: Alan Gordon, Shawna Sullivan, Commissioner, DPW, Ex-Officio.   
 

Other Participants: Waneta Trabert, Director, DPW Sustainable Materials Management Division 

(SMMD), Dan Manning, Amber Schmidt, Amy Volk. 

  

Approval of February 27, 2025 Meeting Minutes: 

This agenda item was postponed, pending clarification of whether the Health and Human Services 

Department has responsibility for monitoring the trash/recycling Ordinance. 

 

Discussion with Amber Schmidt, Clean Water Action, New England Zero Waste Organizer 

School District Programs outside of Newton promoting recycling/reuse: Ms. Schmidt 

reported: 

Food Donation/Diversion 

- We seem to teach students to throw out uneaten food; 

- Some schools are moving to ‘share tables’ which may require health department 

approval; 

- Uneaten food like fruits and packaged food can be collected for donation. A trial 

share program is being planned for Newton North High School. 

-  There are USDA and State guidelines on the use of share tables. 

Ms. Schmidt said that she will send to the SMMC information regarding other work/programs her 

organization is undertaking. 

 

SMMD Updates: 

Ms. Trabert provided the SMMD March update to the Commission, dated 3.27.2025. In addition, 

Ms. Trabert also commented on: 

- Sending out information on the street sweeping program, given the EPA permit 

requirement to limit phosphorus pollutants. 

- Preparing an annual education mailer/guide to trash and recycling that is being 

drafted, to be submitted to WM by June 1, for mailing to all households.  The 

Brookline brochure may be helpful to review for ideas about the Newton mailer. 

- Soliciting resident feedback on the comprehensive long-term plan. 
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Public Comments and Open Announcement: None 

 

Next Meeting: The next meeting of the SMMC is scheduled for April 24th at 7 p.m., to be held 

via Zoom. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:53 p.m. 

 

Documents Provided/Discussed at Meeting: 

1. February 27, 2025 Meeting Minutes 

2. March 2025 SMMD Update, dated 3/27/2025 


