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 Newton Sustainable Materials Management Commission (SMMC) 

Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, February 27, 2025, 7:00 p.m. 

Remote Meeting via Zoom 

 

Members in Attendance: Alan Gordon, Chair, Meryl Kessler, Vice Chair, Carl Valente, 

Secretary, Sunwoo Kahng (at 7:25 p.m.), Alex Lee, Vince McKay, Marian Rambelle (at 7:04 

p.m.), and Miles Smith. 

 

Members Absent: Shawna Sullivan, Commissioner, DPW, Ex-Officio.   
 

Other Participants: Alison Leary, City Council, Waneta Trabert, Director, DPW Sustainable 

Materials Management Division (SMMD), Shin-Yi Lao, Commissioner of Health and Human 

Services, Shara Ertel, Dan Manning. 

  

Approval of January 23, 2025, and February 5, 2025 Meeting Minutes: 

On the Motion by Alex Lee, seconded by Miles Smith, the Meeting Minutes of January 23, 2025 

and February 5, 2025 SMMC were approved 6-0 on a roll call vote: Voting Yes: Alex Lee, Meryl 

Kessler, Miles Smith, Vince McKay, Carl Valente and Alan Gordon. 

 

Discussion with Shin-Li Lao, Commissioner, Health and Human Services Department 

Food Inspections – Ms. Lao reported: 

- The State Sanitary Code provides for food inspections, with the purpose of 

identifying risk factors that could make people sick; 

- Inspections are typically done 1-4 times per year, based on a risk assessment basis. 

That is the risk that the food could be contaminated. For example, a gas station 

would have a low risk, since most of its food is packaged.  A full sit-down restaurant 

would have a high risk because there are many aspects of food preparation that 

could lead to contamination; 

- Inspectors are trained in the State Regulations and City Ordinances, using 

educational materials and direct staff training; 

- The inspection involves a walk through the establishment with the person-in-charge 

of food compliance. 

- Fines have been issued for non-compliance, but not many; 

- Four City inspectors inspect 350-400 food establishments annually. 

Private Hauler Enforcement – Ms. Lao reported: 

- The inspectors also check for compliance with City Ordinances (i.e., no black 

plastic take-out containers and recycling services).  If there is no evidence of 

recycling collection, the business/landlord is directed to provide it. 

Shared Tables in School Cafeterias: 

- This is defined as the ability of students to leave packages of food they will not eat 

on a table for others to choose. 

- The HHS department is supportive in the use of shared tables, as long as the schools 

are aware of food safety and allergen safety requirements. Ms. Lao’s understanding 
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is that in 2023, the School Department believed that they did not have the resources 

to provide for food/allergen safety and this matter has not been brought back to the 

H&HS department of consideration. 

 

Review and Approve 2024 SMMC Annual Report: 

On the motion by Mr. Smith, seconded by Ms. Kahng, the report was approved, on a roll-call vote, 

8-0 and should be forwarded to the Mayor’s Office. Voting Yes: Ms. Kessler, Mr. Gordon, Mr. 

Smith, Mr. Lee, Mr. Valente, Mr. McKay, Ms. Rambelle and Ms. Kahng. 

 

Update on Visit to Black Earth Facility in Manchester By-The-Sea: 

It was reported that Black Earth is trying to add to its urban and suburban processing locations. It 

feels that by enclosing the materials in a shed-like building and capturing odors during initial 

processing of food waste, the facility will be more acceptable to communities. 

 

Green Newton Zero Waste Committee Regarding Restaurants: 

Dan Manning reported on the results of a 2022 survey of restaurants regarding recycling and 

plastics practices: 

- 80 food establishments replied to the survey. 

- 37 used black plastic take out containers. 

- 45 used non-compostable utensils. 

Mr. Manning asked the SMMC whether an updated survey should be conducted. The general sense 

is that given the many struggles’ restaurants are facing with food costs and staffing, this is likely 

not a suitable time to update the survey. 

 

SMMD Updates: 

Ms. Trabert provided the SMMD update to the Commission, dated 2.21.2025.  The financial tables 

in this report, #5, will be updated by Ms. Trabert. 

 

Public Comments and Open Announcement: 

- March 18 is the Mass Recycle Conference. 

- March 13 is the MassDEP Market Development Working Group Meeting. 

- March 25 is a presentation by the Environmental Business Counsel – Where the Tons are 

Going. 

- March 2 will be the next Fix-it Clinic at the Library 

 

Next Meeting: The next meeting of the SMMC is scheduled for March 27 at 7 p.m., to be held via 

Zoom. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:58 p.m. 

 

Documents Provided/Discussed at Meeting: 

1. January 23, 2025 and February 5, 2025 Meeting Minutes 

2. February 2025 SMMD Update, dated 2/21/2025 
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3. Final draft of 2024 Annual Report of the SMMC (undated) 


