Election Commission
Meeting Minutes
May 7', 2025 @ 4:45 pm City Hall

Room 211 & Virtual

Present: Commissioners: John P. McDermott (Chair), Nancy M. Levine, Marjorie Ann Butler, W. David
Power, John McDermott, City Staff: John Doyle - Elections Supervisor

Discussion regarding Commission’s input in the hiring process for the new City Clerk, and appointing
of one of the Commissioners to communicate with, and potentially be on, the search Committee for
the new City Clerk: Chairwomen Butler went over what the hiring process will look like, and mentioned
that interviews will take place throughout May and June. Election Supervisor John Doyle explained what
the Clerk’s role in elections is. He explained that the role is big picture when it comes to elections, and
that a prior knowledge of elections would be preferred. The Commissioners brainstormed questions
that they would like to pass on to the search committee. The questions were as follows:

e What is the candidate’s prior experience in elections?

e How did you handle challenging elections/challenging moments in the administration of
elections?

e What level of familiarity does the candidate have with election laws?

The Commission also discussed skills they would like to see in the future City Clerk such as experience
in elections, good communicator, good collaborator, and an understanding in the Commission’s role
within the City’s elections.

The Commission then discussed communicating these questions and requests to the search committee.
The Commission voiced their desire to be on the search committee, and to be a voting member of it.

Commissioner Levine moved to delegate all communication with the search Committee to Chairwomen
Butler. The motion was seconded.

Vote: Approved 4-0 to have Chairwomen Butler be the one to ask to be on the search Committee, and
also handle all communication with the Search Committee.

Selection of a new chair of the Election Commission: Commissioner Levine moved that Commissioner
McDermott become the new chair of the Election Commissioner as Chairwomen Butler’s one year term
was up. Motion was seconded and approved

Vote: Approved 4-0 to have Commissioner McDermott become the new chair of the Election
Commission

The Commissioners adjourned the meeting at 5:30 pm.
Recording of Meeting: https://newtonma-

gov.zoom.us/rec/share/ ICxYMy07tDtUsaezNxEGzOmNtnube6C38vtiSp 8fDD53kGuQjrGQ6mS ylaDSH.IO
mdwmoSQnCol6Pc
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