CITY OF NEWTON

IN CITY COUNCIL

TRAFFIC COUNCIL REPORT

THURSDAY, APRIL 10, 2025

Voting Members Present: Adrian Ayala (DPW), Captain Devine (Police), Councilor Downs,
Mitchell Fischman (Resident Member) and David Koses (DPW).

Also Present: Councilors Malakie and Wright, Margot Spiller (Alternate Resident Member).
City Staff: Ned Codd (Director of Transportation DPW).
Mr. Koses provided a PowerPoint presentation, attached.

All agendas and reports, both past and present, can be found at the following link:
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/traffic-council

For more information regarding this meeting, a video recording can be found at the following
link: Newton Traffic Council - April 10, 2025

TC11-25 ADRIAN AYALA, CITY TRANSPORTATION ENGINEER, requesting to designate
Linwood Avenue, from Crafts Street to Nevada Street, as a school zone for the Horace Mann
School. (Ward 1) [02/13/25 @ 4:40 PM]

ACTION: APPROVED 5-0. Approved the language of TPR 979. This item may be appealed
through the close of business on April 30, 2025.

NOTE: Mr. Koses noted a driveway from the Horace Mann School that comes out onto
Linwood Avenue, and crosswalks on Nevada Street and Crafts Street. He stated
that students cross Linwood Avenue to get to the driveway at the Horace Mann
School.

Mr. Koses stated that Linwood Avenue meets all of the warrants for establishing a school zone in
Massachusetts.

The recommendation is to add a school zone onto Linwood Avenue, in addition to the school
zone already on Nevada Street. The school zone would decrease the speed limit to 20 mph.

Public Comment:
A resident stated he was in favor of adding a school zone on Linwood Avenue, as it would help
children get to school safely.

Mr. Koses made a motion to approve the addition of a school zone. Council members agreed 5-0.


https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/traffic-council
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TC6-25 COUNCILORS KELLEY, MALAKIE AND WRIGHT, requesting to add stop signs on
River Street, eastbound and westbound, at the intersection of Auburndale Avenue, to create an
all-way stop-controlled intersection. (Ward 3) [01/23/25 @ 2:45 PM]

ACTION: APPROVED 5-0. Approved the language of TPR 980. This item may be appealed
through the close of business on April 30, 2025.

NOTE: Mr. Ayala noted that the intersection of River Street and Auburndale Avenue is a
three-way stop. Auburndale Avenue, on the approach to River Street, is required
to stop, whereas River Street, eastbound and westbound, runs freely.

Mr. Ayala stated that the Council received this request from the community after a couple of
crashes that had occurred in late 2024. The engineering study determined that three crashes that
occurred at this intersection are of a type susceptible to correction by the installation of all-way
stop control; visibility on River Street is blocked by an existing mature tree and parked vehicles;
the combined vehicle, bicycle and pedestrian volume entering the intersection from the major
street (River Street) approaches is at least 300 units per hour for each of any 8 hours of a typical
day; the combined vehicle, bicycle, and pedestrian volume entering the intersection from the
minor street (Auburndale Avenue) approaches is at least 200 units per hour for each of any 8
hours of a typical day; River Street’s 85"-percentile speed approach speed is 36 mph, which
means the minimum vehicular volume warrants may be reduced to 70 percent of the values
given; there is an intersection of two residential neighborhood collector (through) streets of
similar design and operating characteristics where all-way stop control would improve traffic
operational characteristics of the intersection.

Mr. Codd added that the engineering study conducted at this intersection very closely meets
several warrants included in the all-way stop control guidance from the Manual on Uniform
Traffic Control Devices, so they determined an all-way stop control was warranted.

The recommendation is to install all-way stop control at River Street and Auburndale Avenue
based on engineering judgment.

Public Comment:

A resident strongly supported having more stop signs at River Street and Auburndale Avenue, as
it is an important intersection for walking children to the nearby schools, and children should be
able to get to school, and school bus stops, safely.

A resident noted the width of the Auburndale Avenue intersection, so drivers on River Street
barely slow down to make a turn onto, and off, Auburndale Avenue, which has caused single
vehicle crashes in the past. She hoped that the signage will be similar to that on Watertown
Street, where there is a rapid flashing beacon on the stop sign. She supported adding all-way stop
control.

A resident thanked the City Councilors present, and the engineers on the Traffic Council, for
supporting the addition of all-way stop control at River Street and Auburndale Avenue, as he has
wanted improvements to this intersection for a while.
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A resident located on Auburndale Avenue noted that she has witnessed many crashes at the
intersection of River Street and Auburndale Avenue. She stated she was happy to see some
intervention because she feels unsafe crossing the intersection with her two small children. She
was curious about how additional signage would affect backups in front of her driveway at the
approach of Auburndale Avenue, as it is a safety concern for her.

Mr. Ayala stated all-way stop control would greatly reduce dwell time for vehicles stopped at the
approach of Auburndale Avenue. He estimated that vehicles would be there approximately a
quarter of the current time.

Mr. Codd added that vehicles that comply with the all-way stop control signage would be
traveling at reduced speeds through the intersection.

Councilor Wright noted that, regarding a stop sign being installed on Watertown Street, the
installation was not announced soon enough to warn drivers. She noted that drivers would speed
through the stop sign. She asked if the Traffic Council would consider flashing stop signs.

Mr. Codd stated that their plan was to install 36-inch stop signs on the River Street approaches,
as well as left side stop signs at least on the eastbound River Street approach. He stated they also
plan to install advance warning signs, ‘Stop Ahead’ signs, and extra wide stop lines on River
Street, and potentially additional pavement markings. He stated that they would monitor the area
for compliance and add flashing stop signs if necessary.

Councilor Wright asked if they would put up variable message signs. Mr. Codd confirmed they
would have variable message signs on trailers a week in advance informing drivers of the new

signage, and another message warning drivers of the new traffic pattern a couple of weeks after
the installation. Councilor Wright asked about the possibility of keeping the advance notice up

for two weeks instead of one. Mr. Codd stated he would consider the possibility.

Mr. Fischman asked if the city has looked at their ability to shorten the crosswalk across the
approach of Auburndale Avenue, and narrowing the right-hand turn intersection point for
vehicles.

Mr. Ayala stated an adjustment was made to the intersection when the roads were repaved. There
is a painted buffer on the right-hand side, which effectively shortens the crossing.

A resident thanked the city for acting on implementing all-way stop control on River Street and
Auburndale Avenue. He asked about where exactly the stop signs would go.

Mr. Ayala stated the stop sign placement would be determined in the field with the Traffic
Superintendent.

A resident asked if the all-way stop control implementation would affect the exit off Auburndale
Avenue towards the new condo development at the corner of River Street and EIm Street. Mr.
Codd stated it would have no significant effect on the new condo development.
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A resident asked about street parking on the westbound side of River Street, and how the stop
sign will affect visibility for drivers taking a left off Auburndale Avenue. Mr. Ayala stated the
stop sign installation would mitigate visibility concerns, and that the right of way would be
assigned to Auburndale Avenue vehicles, regardless of whether there are vehicles parked on
River Street. He stated that depending on the outcome of this vote on the item at hand, a parking
restriction could be looked into to ensure stop sign visibility.

Councilor Malakie thanked those in Traffic Engineering for their fast work and research. She
stated that she hoped blinkers on the stop signs would be added if necessary.

Councilor Downs stated that she hoped they would take the necessary steps towards narrowing
intersections to encourage reduced speeds.

Mr. Koses made a motion to approve the addition of all-way stop control at River Street and
Auburndale Avenue. Council members agreed 5-0.

TC12-25 RHONDA FISCHMAN, 85 Norwood Avenue, requesting a change to the parking
regulations on the block of Norwood Avenue between Parkview Avenue and Bridges Avenue.
(Ward 2) [02/21/25 @ 2:48 PM]

ACTION: HOLD 5-0. Held for additional discussion and to docket a broader item to
examine the parking regulations along all of Norwood Avenue

NOTE: Mr. Koses noted that this item only docketed the first block of Norwood Avenue,
between Bridges Avenue and The Cabot School. The street is 23-24 feet wide, typical for street
widths in Newton. He noted changes to traffic circulation in the neighborhood during the
reconstruction of The Cabot School a couple of years ago. He stated that Parkview Avenue was
dead-ended, and traffic circulation on Bridges Avenue was changed from one-way northbound to
one-way southbound. He noted a high demand for school staff parking in the area, and that if the
parking prohibition is lifted, then school staff would likely park on the first block of Norwood
Avenue during school days. He stated that the parking restriction on the south side of Norwood
Avenue is, “No parking 7am-6pm, except Saturdays, Sundays and holidays.” He noted there is
no restriction on parking on the second block of Norwood Avenue, and a 2-hour limit, between
8am-4pm, except for Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays, on the third block.

Mr. Koses proposed another option for changing the parking restriction, where there would be no
parking on the south side of Norwood Avenue, no restrictions on the north side of the second and
third blocks, and prohibited parking between 7am-4pm on the first block on school days. This
option could not be voted on during this meeting, as a change to parking restrictions was only
docketed for the first block of Norwood Avenue, but Mr. Koses stated he wanted to garner
interest in a broader change on Norwood Avenue and potentially docket a broader item to
examine all parking regulations on Norwood Avenue.

Public Comment:

A resident on the first block of Norwood Avenue expressed concerns about changing the parking
restrictions. She stated that all of Norwood Avenue should be no parking, as it is a narrow two-
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way street, and allowing parking on both sides, or even just on the north side of Norwood
Avenue, would affect the travel patterns and present difficulty for emergency vehicles trying to
get in and out of the area.

A resident on the first block of Norwood Avenue stated that adding parking to Norwood Avenue
would create safety hazards for vehicles driving on and off the street. He stated that when
vehicles park on Norwood Avenue already, it is difficult for other vehicles pulling off Parkview
Avenue and driving up Norwood Avenue to see each other, causing near-misses.

A resident on the first block of Norwood Avenue asked why the first block of Norwood Avenue
should be treated any differently from the rest of the street, as the width is the same as the blocks
without parking bans. She stated the parking restriction does not affect the flow of traffic in that
area.

A resident on the first block of Norwood Avenue stated that when cars are parked on that block,
it turns it into a one-way street, and makes it difficult to travel during school hours. He stated he
has seen people run over a curb near 100 Norwood Avenue to get around traffic, and that parking
along all of Norwood Avenue should be talked about.

A resident on the first block of Norwood Avenue stated it is difficult to see cars coming even
when cars are parked on the north side of the street, and travel with cars parked on both sides is
also difficult to navigate. He stated parking restrictions on the entirety of Norwood Avenue
should be addressed.

A resident on the first block of Norwood Avenue stated that if the parking ban were to change,
the circular flow of traffic during school pick up and drop off hours would come to a halt,
making it difficult for emergency vehicles to get through. She stated that the current parking
restrictions are not ideal, but better than doing away with the parking ban on the first block of
Norwood Avenue.

A resident stated she liked Mr. Koses’ proposal of only banning parking between 7am-4pm
during school days on the first block of Norwood Avenue.

A resident stated that safety is her biggest priority when it comes to changing the parking
restrictions on Norwood Avenue, both for residents living in the area and for students at the
school.

A resident reiterated that it is difficult for emergency vehicles to get on and off Norwood Avenue
with cars parked on either side, and that for residents of Norwood Avenue, it is the only street
that allows them to get into the area, since Bridges Avenue is a one-way street and Parkview
Avenue is a dead end.

Mr. Koses stated that it is common to have two-way traffic on streets between 23-24 feet in
width. He added that only allowing parking on one side of the street has the benefit of slowing
traffic down.
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A resident seconded Mr. Koses” comment that it is common for vehicles to pull over for one
another on streets between 23-24 feet in width. She stated that she does not think the parking
should be affected by the width of the street.

Councilor Downs favored a broader discussion about parking restrictions on Norwood Avenue.
She stated she would like to look at Mr. Koses’ proposal, the possibility of making the first block
of Norwood Avenue one-way to address how tight traffic gets in that area, and allow for some
parking on the north side.

Mr. Koses stated that the first block of Norwood Avenue was not made into a one-way area
because Parkview Avenue was dead-ended, and residents would have to travel through school

property.

Mr. Fischman supported Mr. Koses’ option to hold the item. He stated there are sight-distance
issues present on Norwood Avenue that need to be addressed.

Mr. Ayala stated he would prefer to deny the item, as he did not see a need to open the
discussion any further.

Captain Devine stated he would like to have a broader discussion about the item.

A resident stated the parking restrictions in place now work when drivers comply with them.

Mr. Koses made a motion to hold this item. Council members agreed 5-0.

TC15-25 ADRIAN AYALA, CITY TRANSPORTATION ENGINEER, requesting to extend the
parking zone on the north side of Beacon Street from Holly Road (where parking currently
terminates) to a point further west, along a portion of the frontage of 1915 Beacon Street. (Ward
5) [03/07/25 @ 12:55 PM]

ACTION: APPROVED 5-0. Approved the language of TPR 981. This item may be appealed
through the close of business on April 30, 2025.

NOTE: The recommendation is to relocate the ‘No Parking’ sign to 5 feet east of the 1915
Beacon Street driveway.

Public Comment:

A resident wanted to know why the parking was being extended. Mr. Koses responded, saying the
resident living at the 1915 Beacon Street address requested the parking extension, as they thought
the bike lane was adequately wide and there was no reason not to extend parking. The resident
also wanted to know if the engineers considered vehicles going to the west on Beacon Street,
coming out of Nehoiden Road and Wilde Road. Mr. Ayala responded that the road is about 50 feet
wide, so it can accommodate vehicles coming out of the side streets.

Mr. Koses noted one email received in support of the item.
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Mr. Koses made a motion to approve this item. Council members agreed 5-0.

TC149-20 DAVID KOSES, TRAFFIC COUNCIL CHAIR, requesting to update the Traffic and
Parking Regulations to reflect all of the changes associated with the reconstruction of Needham
Street. (Wards 5 & 8) [09/01/20 @ 2:01 PM]

Held 5-0 on 01/28/21. Held for a long-term trial.

ACTION: APPROVED 5-0. Approved the language of TPR 982. This item may be appealed
through the close of business on April 30, 2025.

NOTE: The recommendation is to approve this request.

There was no public comment.

Mr. Koses made a motion to approve this item. Council members agreed 5-0.

TC18-25 ADRIAN AYALA, TRANSPORTATION ENGINEER, requesting a “no turn on red”
restriction on Walnut Street northbound at Commonwealth Avenue.

ACTION: APPROVED 5-0. Approved the language of TPR 983. This item may be appealed
through the close of business on April 30, 2025.

NOTE: The recommendation is to approve this request.

There was no public comment.

Mr. Koses made a motion to approve this item. Council members agreed 5-0.

TC19-25 ADRIAN AYALA, TRANSPORTATION ENGINEER, requesting “right lane must
turn right” restriction on Commonwealth Avenue eastbound at Day Street and Fuller Street.
ACTION: APPROVED 5-0. Approved the language of TPR 984. This item may be appealed
through the close of business on April 30, 2025.

NOTE: The recommendation is to approve this request.

There was no public comment.

Mr. Koses made a motion to approve this item. Council members agreed 5-0.
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Hold the item for additional consideration, or to docket a new item. Or, Approve or Deny Docketed Item.
To approve item, as docketed:

By REMOVING from the provisions of Sec. TPR-176. Parking regulations pertaining to particular streets.,
the following:

Norwood Avenue (Newtonville)

(1) Prohibited, 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., south side.

(2) Prohibited, all days, all times, Parkview Avenue to a point 20 feet east of Bridges Avenue, north side.

(3) Two-hour limit, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., from a point 10 feet east of Clarendon Street to Harvard
Street, north side.

By INSERTING into the provisions of Sec. TPR-176. Parking regulations pertaining to particular streets.,
the following:

Norwood Avenue (Newtonville)

(1) Prohibited, 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., south side.

(2) Two-hour limit, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., from a point 10 feet east of Clarendon Street to Harvard

Street, north side. CAN BE APPEALED
Appeal Deadline is April 30, 2025

04.10.25 20 Traffic Council
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Request to extend the parking zone on the north side of Beacon Street from Holly
Road to a point further west, along a portion of the frontage of 1915 Beacon Street
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of Extension of Parking Zone TC15-25

» Beacon Street is 50’ wide here, then narrows.
« A40’'to 60’ (2 to 3 space) extension of the parking zone could be allowed.
* No change to the bike lane symbol, to maintain continuity.
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Approve docketed item

By REMOVING from the provisions of Sec. TPR-176. Parking regulations pertaining to particular streets.,
the following:

Beacon Street between Chestnut Street and Washington Street
e) No restriction, any time, from a point 170’ west of Holly Road, to Holly Road, north side.

By INSERTING into the provisions of Sec. TPR-176. Parking regulations pertaining to particular streets.,
the following;:

Beacon Street between Chestnut Street and Washington Street
e) No restriction, any time, from Holly Road to a point 315’ west of Holly Road, north side.

CAN BE APPEALED
Appeal Deadline is April 30, 2025

04.10.25 34 Traffic Council
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Request to update the Traffic and Parking Regulations to reflect all of the changes
associated with the reconstruction of Needham Street
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Make Various Updates to the TPR

By INSERTING into the provisions of Sec. TPR-176. Parking regulations pertaining to particular streets.,
the following;:

Needham Street

(1) Prohibited, all times, entire length, both sides.

By INSERTING into the provisions of Sec. TPR-145. Traffic-control signal locations., the following;:
(c) Traffic signals at the following locations are owned, operated and maintained by the state:

Boylston Street and Centre Street.
Boylston Street and Winchester Street.
Needham Street and Charlemont Street.

By INSERTING into the provisions of Sec. TPR-98. Right lane must turn right., the following;:
Winchester Street, southbound, onto Needham Street.

Continued on Next Slide >>>

04.10.25 42 Traffic Council
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By INSERTING into the provisions of Sec. TPR-97. Left lane must turn left., the following;:
Winchester Street, southbound, onto Needham Street.
Winchester and Centre Streets, northbound onto the Route 9 westbound on-ramp.

Centre Street, southbound onto the Route 9 eastbound on-ramp.
Boylston Street, westbound onto Winchester Street southbound.
Winchester Street, northbound onto Needham Street northbound.
Needham Street, northbound onto Winchester Street (2 left lanes).
Needham Street, southbound onto Columbia Avenue.

Needham Street, northbound onto Columbia Avenue.

Needham Street, southbound onto Charlemont Street

Needham Street, northbound at 233 Needham Street.

Needham Street, northbound onto Charlemont Street.

Needham Street, southbound onto Christina Street.

Needham Street, northbound onto Oak Street.

Oak Street, westbound onto Needham Street.

Christina Street, eastbound onto Needham Street.

04.10.25 43
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Appeal Deadline is
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Request to add a “No Turn on Red” restriction on Walnut Street northbound

at Commonwealth Avenue
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Approve Docketed ltem

By INSERTING into the provisions of Sec. TPR-96. No Turn on Red signs., the following:

Walnut Street at Commonwealth Avenue, northbound.

CAN BE APPEALED
Appeal Deadline is April 30, 2025

04.10.25 48 Traffic Council
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XD 49 3
Request to add a “right lane must turn right” restriction

on Commonwealth Avenue eastbound at Day Street and Fuller Street

04.10.25 19 Traific Council
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Approve Docketed ltem

By INSERTING into the provisions of Sec. TPR-98. Right lane must turn right., the following;:

Commonwealth Avenue, eastbound, onto Day Street and Fuller Street.

CAN BE APPEALED
Appeal Deadline is April 30, 2025

04.10.25 23 Traffic Council
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