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                                          Monday May 5, 2025 
7:45PM, Hybrid 

To be reported on 
                                       Monday, May 19, 2025 

The City Council will hold this meeting as a hybrid meeting in the City Hall Chambers 
Monday, May 5, 2025, at 7:45 PM. To view this meeting on Zoom use this link 

https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/85889832332 

at the above date and time: 

One tap mobile 
US: +13092053325, 858 8983 2332 

 
Land line 

+1 309 205 3325 US 858 8983 2332 
Webinar ID:  

 

You may also: 

1. Watch a live broadcast of the meeting on NewTV’s government channel (Comcast 9, RCN 
13, 614(HD), Verizon 33). 

2. View a live stream on NewTV’s Youtube channel at: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQvNeCJkA3PftuLLvfAh3cQ 
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1 The location of this meeting is accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided to 
persons with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please 
contact the city of Newton’s ADA Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance of 
the meeting: jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-
1089. For the Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewtonma-gov.zoom.us%2Fj%2F85889832332&data=05%7C02%7Csmatthews%40newtonma.gov%7Cedb81f551bec4501f4a908dd88c98d32%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C638817121413223871%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BSsLe8GAWjTnY2dHcz9UjK235qVZuiEAn1JgxAUXhwk%3D&reserved=0
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQvNeCJkA3PftuLLvfAh3cQ
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Referred to Land Use Committee 
 
Public Hearing 05-20-2025 
#142-25 Request to exceed FAR and to allow parking in the front setback and within 

five feet of the street at 65 Clark Street    
RMR DEVELOPMENT LLC petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL 
to relocate a driveway from Clark Street to Cloverdale Road, placing parking 
within the front setback and within five feet from Cloverdale Road and  to 
construct a 2.5 story rear addition exceeding FAR at 65 Clark Street, Ward 6, 
Newton Centre, on land known as Section 52 Block 28 Lot 12, containing 
approximately 8,641 sq. ft. of land in a district zoned MULTI RESIDENCE 1. 
Ref: Sec. 7.3.3, 3.2.3, 3.2.11, 5.1.7.A, 5.1.13 of Chapter 30 of the City of 
Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017. 

 
Public Hearing 05-20-2025 
#143-25 Request to allow a non-accessory surface parking lot and associated 

dimensional waivers relative to surface parking lots at 56 Chapel Street    
ALAN SCHLESINGER, TRUSTEE OF CHAPEL 56 REALTY TRUST petition for 
SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL to construct a 19-stall surface parking 
lot to serve the tenants of 49-55 Chapel Streetat 56 Chapel Street, Ward 1, 
Newton, on land known as Section 11 Block 06 Lot 49, containing 
approximately 9,480 sq. ft. of land in a district zoned MULTI RESIDENCE 1. 
Ref: Sec. 7.3.3, 5.1.6.C, 5.1.13, 5.1.8.B.2, 5.1.9.A, 5.1.10.A of Chapter 30 of the 
City of Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017. 

 
Public Hearing 05-20-2025 
#144-25 Request to amend Special Permit #315-22 and to allow an oversized 

secondary sign at 1210-1230 Washington Street   
DIV WASHINGTON LLC petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL to 
amend Special Permit #315-22 to allow an oversized wall sign on the rear 
faÃ§ade at 1210-1230 Washington Street, Ward 3, West Newton, on land 
known as Section 31 Block 04 Lot 13, containing approximately 79,093 sq. ft. 
of land in a district zoned BUSINESS1. Ref: Sec. 7.3.3, 5.2.13.A, 5.2.13.B of 
Chapter 30 of the City of Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017. 

 
Public Hearing 05-20-2025 
#145-25 Request to exceed FAR, to extend the nonconforming side and front 

setbacks and to waive one parking stall at 270 Derby Street  
OP REAL ESTATE LLC petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL to 
raze the existing dwelling and construct a new two-story single-family 
dwelling, exceeding the maximum FAR and extending the nonconforming side 
and front setbacks at 270 Derby Street, Ward 4, West Newton, on land known 
as Section 44 Block 11 Lot 02, containing approximately 4,435 sq. ft. of land in 
a district zoned SINGLE RESIDENCE 3. Ref: Sec. 7.3.3, 3.1.3, 3.1.9, 7.8.2.C.2, 
5.1.4, 5.1.13 of Chapter 30 of the City of Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017. 
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Referred to Programs & Services Committee 

 
#135-25 Appointment of Gregory Ansaldi as Chief Information Officer 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Gregory Ansaldi as Chief Information 
Officer effective July 1, 2025 pursuant to Sec 3-3 of the City Charter (30 Days: 
06/04/2025) 

 
#132-25 Discussion and possible creation of a Welcome to Newton information 

packet for new residents 
COUNCILOR ALBRIGHT requesting a discussion and possible ordinance 
requiring the Mayor's office or other appropriate division or department to 
create a "Welcome to Newton" information packet for new residents moving 
into Newton to provide information about the non-profit (i.e. New Art Center, 
Green Newton, Historic Newton, etc.)  and governmental (i.e. all the boards 
and commissions as well as elective jobs) opportunities to become involved 
with the Newton community.  It should be distributed by mail and available in 
the library and locations such as CVS and Walgreens.   

 
Referred to Public Facilities Committee 

 
#133-25 Requesting discussion and possible ordinance to manage ground water 

effects on Newton residents' homes 
COUNCILORS KALIS, LIPOF, FARRELL, LAREDO, ALBRIGHT, GENTILE, DANBERG, 
LEARY, GETZ, and KELLEY requesting discussion and possible ordinance to 
manage the storage, measurement, and effects of ground water to address 
new builds and ground water impact on adjacent properties, including a 
review of other cities' and towns' ground water regulations and penalties for 
mismanagement.  

 
#134-25 Request to rename Oak Hill Park roadways to honor veterans 

COUNCILORS LUCAS, LIPOF, KALIS, MICLEY, LAREDO, and BLOCK requesting a 
discussion with appropriate departments to change the names of 18 
"roadways" in Oak Hill Park to honor fallen veterans by naming all roads, 
paths and roadways in their memory, ensuring all public safety, public 
records, and property ownership concerns are fully addressed prior to the 
name selection and the changing of signage. 

 
#130-25 Request for amendment to Chapter 29 Sections 157-166 of the Revised 

Ordinances to waive new sidewalk requirement in cases of 50% renovations 
COUNCILORS ALBRIGHT and LEARY requesting amendment to Chapter 29 
Sections 157-166 of the Revised Ordinances to allow DPW's Engineering 
division to waive the new sidewalk requirement in cases of 50% renovations, 
where the renovations are substantially related to improving energy 
sustainability of the home or otherwise complying with newer state and local 
building code standards, with a 5-year clawback provision in case the 
property is sold. 
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#131-25 Requesting discussion and possible amendment to sidewalk creation 

requirement 
COUNCILOR ALBRIGHT requesting a discussion regarding Chapter 29 Sections 
157-166 of the Revised Ordinances' requirement to install a sidewalk when 
renovations exceed 50% of house costs. The discussion should include a 
comparison of the costs and benefits for residents given the cost of $25,000 
to $50,000 for sidewalk installation, and possible amendments to Chapter 29 
Sections 157-166 of the Revised Ordinances or other means to reduce 
resident cost implications including funding the betterment program. 

 
Referred to Finance Committee 

 
#99-25  Accept and expend a grant of $13,500 from the National Environmental 

Health Association 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend a 
grant of thirteen-thousand five-hundred dollars ($13,500) from the National 
Environmental Health Association (NEHA) to improve the City's conformance 
with the US Food and Drug Administration's Voluntary National Retail Food 
Program Standards. 

 
#100-25 Authorization to transfer and expend $65,000 to settle a worker's 

compensation claim 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer and expend the 
sum of sixty-five thousand dollars ($65,000) from Acct# 0140120-511002, 
DPW Highway - Full-Time Wages, to Acct# 67A109A2-572500, Worker's 
Compensation Legal Settlements, to settle Worker's Compensation Claim 
#WC003576. 

 
#108-25 Request for authorization to increase the FY2025 FTE in Comptroller's Office  

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to increase the FY2025 Full 
Time Equivalent positions in the Comptroller's Office from 6.4 to 7.0.  

 
#109-25 Appropriation of $50,000 for installation of a heat pump in the Information 

Technology Department 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate fifty 
thousand dollars ($50,000) from the FY25 Budget Reserve for the installation 
of a heat pump in the Information Technology Department at City Hall. 

 
#113-25 Appropriation of $40,000 to purchase equipment for the Emergency 

Operations Center at Fire Headquarters 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate forty 
thousand dollars ($40,000) from the FY25 Budget Reserve to purchase 
equipment for the Emergency Operations Center (EOC) at Fire Headquarters. 

 
#116-25 Appropriation of $40,000 to repair the fountain located within the traffic 

island at the Chestnut St and Highland St intersection 
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HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate forty 
thousand dollars ($40,000) to repair the fountain located within the traffic 
island at the Chestnut St and Highland St intersection. 

 
#121-25 Appropriation of $50,000 for Jeannete West Recreation Center restroom 

improvements 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate fifty 
thousand dollars ($50,000) from June 30, 2024 Certified Free Cash for the 
Jeannete West Recreation Center Restroom Improvement project. 

 
#136-25 Authorization to expend $2,000 for Disability Pride Month Event 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to expend two thousand 
dollars ($2,000) from the Commission on Disability's H-P Fines Account 
#5500-335518 to celebrate Disability Pride Month with a community event at 
Newton Free Library.  

 
#137-25 Authorization to expend $10,000 to purchase a shower chair and two 

wheelchairs for Gath Pools 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to expend ten thousand 
dollars ($10,000) from the Commission on Disability's H-P Fines Account 
#5500-335518 to purchase one shower chair and two wheelchairs to be used 
at the Gath Pools. 

 
#138-25 Authorization to accept and expend a grant of $17,314 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept an expend a 
grant of seventeen thousand three hundred fourteen dollars ($17,314) from 
the Massachusetts Executive Office of Public Safety and the Massachusetts 
Department of Fire Safety.  

 
#139-25 Authorization to accept and expend a grant of $2,900 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend a 
grant of two thousand nine hundred dollars ($2,900) from the Massachusetts 
Department of Fire Services. 

 
         Referred to Programs & Services and Finance Committees 

#101-25 Authorization to transfer and expend $76,975 for temporary school nursing 
staff 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer and expend 
seventy-six thousand nine-hundred seventy-five dollars ($76,975) from Acct# 
0150103-511001, Clinical Health - Full-time Salaries, to Acct# 0150103-
531300, Clinical Health - Temp Staffing for temporary school nursing staff.  
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     Referred to Programs & Services and Finance Committees 

#106-25 Appropriation of $75,000 for Community Health Assessment and 
Community Health Improvement Plan 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend 
seventy-five thousand dollars ($75,000) from June 30, 2024 Certified Free 
Cash to allow the Health & Human Services Department to do a Community 
Health Assessment and prepare a Community Health Improvement Plan for 
the City. 

 
    Referred to Programs & Services and Finance Committees 

#122-25 Appropriation of $150,000 for Library data wiring 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate one 
hundred fifty thousand dollars ($150,000) from June 30, 2024 Certified Free 
Cash to add to and update the Newton Free Library's data wiring to improve 
connectivity, data security and transmission speed in heavily used patron and 
staff areas.  

 
                 Referred to Public Safety & Transportation and Finance Committees 
#112-25 Appropriation of $90,000 for a new plow truck for the Newton Fire 

Department 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate ninety 
thousand dollars ($90,000) from June 30, 2024 Certified Free Cash to fund the 
purchase of a new plow truck for the Newton Fire Department. 

 
Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees 

#98-25  Appropriation of $225,576 for prevailing wage rate adjustment 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend 
the sum of two-hundred twenty-five thousand five-hundred seventy-six 
dollars ($225,576) from Acct# 0001-3240, June 30, 2024 Certified Free Cash 
to Acct# 0140133-529200, Sustainable Materials - Solid Waste to fully fund 
the prevailing wage rate adjustment under the City's current contract with 
Waste Management. 

 
Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees 

#102-25 Appropriation of $250,000 for the Police Headquarters Improvements  
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend 
the sum of two hundred fifty thousand dollars ($250,000) from June 30, 2024 
Certified Free Cash for Police Headquarters Interior Paint, Finishes, and 
Improvements project. 

 
Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees 

#104-25 Appropriation of $4,500,000 to support the City's Transportation Network 
Improvement Program 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting a total of four million five hundred 
thousand dollars ($4,500,000) to support the City's Transportation Network 
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Improvement Program with three million dollars ($3,000,000) appropriated 
from June 30, 2024 Certified Free Cash, and one million five hundred 
thousand dollars ($1,500,000) transferred from snow and ice reserves within 
the Comptroller's budget. 

 
Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees 

#105-25 Appropriation of $75,000 for the Newton Centre Tree Lighting project 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend 
seventy-five thousand dollars ($75,000) from June 30, 2024 Certified Free 
Cash to the Newton Centre Tree Lighting project. 

 
Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees 

#110-25 Appropriation of $150,000 for City Hall Boiler Condensate Tank 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate one 
hundred fifty thousand dollars ($150,000) from the FY25 Budget Reserve for 
the City Hall Boiler Condensate Take Replacement project. 

 
Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees 

#115-25 Appropriation of $160,000 for City Hall Elevator Modernization project 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate one 
hundred sixty thousand dollars ($160,000) from the FY25 Budget Reserve for 
the City Hall Elevator Modernization project. 

 
Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees 

#118-25 Appropriation of $100,000 for the Rumford Avenue Resource Recovery 
Center 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate one 
hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) from June 30, 2024 Certified Free Cash 
to purchase and install a second trailer at the Rumford Avenue Resource 
Recovery Center. 

 
Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees 

#119-25 Appropriation of $100,000 for Inspectional Services HVAC Improvements 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate one 
hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) from FY25 Budget Reserve for the 
Inspectional Services HVAC Improvements project on the second floor of City 
Hall. 

 
Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees 

#120-25 Appropriation of $150,000 for Fire Station #1/#2 Living Quarters 
Improvements 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate one 
hundred fifty thousand dollars ($150,000) from June 30, 2024 Certified Free 
Cash for the Fire Station #1/#2 - Living Quarters Improvements project. 
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Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees 

#117-25 Appropriation of $43,100 for Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate forty-three 
thousand one hundred dollars ($43,100) from June 30, 2024 Certified Free 
Cash to purchase and install Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons (RRFBs) at 
prioritized crosswalk locations throughout the City. 

 
Referred to Recodification Committee 

#141-25 Acceptance of recodified Revised Ordinances, 2022 
Recodification Committee transmitting for City Council approval and 
acceptance the codified text of the City of Newton Revised Ordinances, 2022. 

 

 


