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SECTION 1  Notice of Intent Forms 
 
WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent 
 
NOI Wetland Fee Transmittal Form 
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

Provided by MassDEP: 
  

MassDEP File Number 
 
Document Transaction Number 
      
City/Town 

Important: 
When filling out 
forms on the 
computer, use 
only the tab key 
to move your 
cursor - do not 
use the return 
key. 

 
 
 
Note:  
Before 
completing this 
form consult  
your local 
Conservation 
Commission 
regarding any 
municipal bylaw 
or ordinance. 

A. General Information 

1. Project Location (Note: electronic filers will click on button to locate project site): 

      
a. Street Address  

      
b. City/Town 

      
c. Zip Code 

Latitude and Longitude:       
d. Latitude 

      
e. Longitude 

      
f. Assessors Map/Plat Number   

      
g. Parcel /Lot Number 

2.  Applicant: 

      
a. First Name 

      
b. Last Name 

      
c. Organization 

      
d. Street Address 
      
e. City/Town 

       
f. State 
    

      
g. Zip Code 

       
h. Phone Number 

      
i. Fax Number 

       
j. Email Address 

3. Property owner (required if different from applicant):   Check if more than one owner 

      
a. First Name 

      
b. Last Name 

       
c. Organization 

       
d. Street Address 

        
e. City/Town 

       
f. State 
    

      
g. Zip Code 

        
h. Phone Number 

      
i. Fax Number 

       
j. Email address 

 4.  Representative (if any): 

       
a. First Name 

      
b. Last Name 

       
c. Company 

       
d. Street Address 

       
e. City/Town
 
  

      
f. State 

        
g. Zip Code 

        
h. Phone Number 

      
i. Fax Number 

      
j. Email address 

 
  5.  Total WPA Fee Paid (from NOI Wetland Fee Transmittal Form): 

       
a. Total Fee Paid 

      
b. State Fee Paid 

      
c. City/Town Fee Paid 
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40 

Provided by MassDEP: 

MassDEP File Number 

Document Transaction Number 

City/Town 

A.  General Information (continued)

6. General Project Description:

7a. Project Type Checklist:  (Limited Project Types see Section A. 7b.) 

1. Single Family Home 2. Residential Subdivision 

3. Commercial/Industrial 4. Dock/Pier 

5.   Utilities 6.   Coastal engineering Structure 

7. Agriculture (e.g., cranberries, forestry) 8. Transportation 

9. Other 

7b. Is any portion of the proposed activity eligible to be treated as a limited project (including Ecological 
Restoration Limited Project) subject to 310 CMR 10.24 (coastal) or 310 CMR 10.53 (inland)? 

1.   Yes  No If yes, describe which limited project applies to this project. (See 310 CMR
10.24 and 10.53 for a complete list and description of limited project types)

2. Limited Project Type

If the proposed activity is eligible to be treated as an Ecological Restoration Limited Project (310 
CMR10.24(8), 310 CMR 10.53(4)), complete and attach Appendix A: Ecological Restoration Limited 
Project Checklist and Signed Certification. 

8. Property recorded at the Registry of Deeds for:

a. County b. Certificate # (if registered land)

c. Book d. Page Number

B. Buffer Zone & Resource Area Impacts (temporary & permanent)
1.  Buffer Zone Only – Check if the project is located only in the Buffer Zone of a Bordering 

Vegetated Wetland, Inland Bank, or Coastal Resource Area. 
2.  Inland Resource Areas (see 310 CMR 10.54-10.58; if not applicable, go to Section B.3, 

Coastal Resource Areas). 

Check all that apply below. Attach narrative and any supporting documentation describing how the 
project will meet all performance standards for each of the resource areas altered, including 
standards requiring consideration of alternative project design or location. 
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

Provided by MassDEP: 
  

MassDEP File Number 
 
Document Transaction Number 
      
City/Town 

 B. Buffer Zone & Resource Area Impacts (temporary & permanent) (cont’d) 

For all projects 
affecting other 
Resource Areas, 
please attach a 
narrative 
explaining how 
the resource 
area was 
delineated. 

Resource Area Size of Proposed Alteration Proposed Replacement (if any) 

a.   Bank       
1. linear feet 

      
2. linear feet 

b.  Bordering Vegetated 
  Wetland 

      
1. square feet 

      
2. square feet 

c.  Land Under 
 Waterbodies and 
 Waterways 

      
1. square feet 

      
2. square feet 

      
3. cubic yards dredged  

Resource Area Size of Proposed Alteration Proposed Replacement (if any) 

d.  Bordering Land 
 Subject to Flooding 

      
1. square feet 

      
2. square feet 

        
3. cubic feet of flood storage lost 

      
4. cubic feet replaced 

 e.  Isolated Land   
  Subject to Flooding 

      
1. square feet  

        
2. cubic feet of flood storage lost 

      
3. cubic feet replaced 

 f.   Riverfront Area       
1. Name of Waterway (if available)  - specify coastal or inland 

   2.  Width of Riverfront Area (check one): 
 

   25 ft. - Designated Densely Developed Areas only 
  

  100 ft. - New agricultural projects only 
 

   200 ft. - All other projects 

 

 

   3. Total area of Riverfront Area on the site of the proposed project:         
square feet 

  4. Proposed alteration of the Riverfront Area:  

       
a. total square feet  

      
b. square feet within 100 ft. 

      
c. square feet between 100 ft. and 200 ft. 

  5. Has an alternatives analysis been done and is it attached to this NOI?     Yes   No 

  6. Was the lot where the activity is proposed created prior to August 1, 1996?     Yes   No 

 3.  Coastal Resource Areas: (See 310 CMR 10.25-10.35)  
 Note: for coastal riverfront areas, please complete Section B.2.f. above. 
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40 

Provided by MassDEP: 

MassDEP File Number 

Document Transaction Number 

City/Town 

B. Buffer Zone & Resource Area Impacts (temporary & permanent) (cont’d)

Check all that apply below.  Attach narrative and supporting documentation describing how the
project will meet all performance standards for each of the resource areas altered, including
standards requiring consideration of alternative project design or location.

Online Users: 
Include your 
document 
transaction 
number 
(provided on 
your receipt 
page) with all 
supplementary 
information you 
submit to the 
Department. 

Resource Area Size of Proposed Alteration Proposed Replacement (if any) 

a.  Designated Port Areas  Indicate size under Land Under the Ocean, below 

b. Land Under the Ocean 1. square feet

2. cubic yards dredged

c. Barrier Beach Indicate size under Coastal Beaches and/or Coastal Dunes below 

d. Coastal Beaches 1. square feet 2. cubic yards beach nourishment

e. Coastal Dunes 1. square feet 2. cubic yards dune nourishment

Size of Proposed Alteration Proposed Replacement (if any) 

f. Coastal Banks 1. linear feet

g. Rocky Intertidal 
Shores 1. square feet

h. Salt Marshes 1. square feet 2. sq ft restoration, rehab., creation

i. Land Under Salt 
Ponds 1. square feet

2. cubic yards dredged

j. Land Containing 
Shellfish 1. square feet

k. Fish Runs Indicate size under Coastal Banks, inland Bank, Land Under the 
Ocean, and/or inland Land Under Waterbodies and Waterways, 
above  

1. cubic yards dredged

l. Land Subject to   
Coastal Storm Flowage 1. square feet

4.  Restoration/Enhancement 
If the project is for the purpose of restoring or enhancing a wetland resource area in addition to the 
square footage that has been entered in Section B.2.b or B.3.h above, please enter the additional 
amount here. 

a. square feet of BVW b. square feet of Salt Marsh

5. Project Involves Stream Crossings

a. number of new stream crossings b. number of replacement stream crossings
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40 

Provided by MassDEP: 

MassDEP File Number 

Document Transaction Number 

City/Town 

C. Other Applicable Standards and Requirements

This is a proposal for an Ecological Restoration Limited Project. Skip Section C and
complete Appendix A: Ecological Restoration Limited Project Checklists – Required Actions
(310 CMR 10.11).

Streamlined Massachusetts Endangered Species Act/Wetlands Protection Act Review 

1. Is any portion of the proposed project located in Estimated Habitat of Rare Wildlife as indicated on
the most recent Estimated Habitat Map of State-Listed Rare Wetland Wildlife published by the Natural 
Heritage and Endangered Species Program (NHESP)? To view habitat maps, see the Massachusetts
Natural Heritage Atlas or go to http://maps.massgis.state.ma.us/PRI_EST_HAB/viewer.htm.

a.  Yes No  If yes, include proof of mailing or hand delivery of NOI to:
   

Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program 
Division of Fisheries and Wildlife 

  1 Rabbit Hill Road 
  Westborough, MA 01581 b. Date of map

If yes, the project is also subject to Massachusetts Endangered Species Act (MESA) review (321 
CMR 10.18). To qualify for a streamlined, 30-day, MESA/Wetlands Protection Act review, please 
complete Section C.1.c, and include requested materials with this Notice of Intent (NOI); OR complete 
Section C.2.f, if applicable. If MESA supplemental information is not included with the NOI, by 
completing Section 1 of this form, the NHESP will require a separate MESA filing which may take up 
to 90 days to review (unless noted exceptions in Section 2 apply, see below). 

c. Submit Supplemental Information for Endangered Species Review∗

1.   Percentage/acreage of property to be altered:

(a) within wetland Resource Area percentage/acreage 

(b) outside Resource Area percentage/acreage 

2. Assessor’s Map or right-of-way plan of site

2.  Project plans for entire project site, including wetland resource areas and areas outside of 
wetlands jurisdiction, showing existing and proposed conditions, existing and proposed 
tree/vegetation clearing line, and clearly demarcated limits of work ∗∗   

(a) Project description (including description of impacts outside of wetland resource area & 
buffer zone) 

(b) Photographs representative of the site 

∗ Some projects not in Estimated Habitat may be located in Priority Habitat, and require NHESP review (see https://www.mass.gov/ma-
endangered-species-act-mesa-regulatory-review). 
Priority Habitat includes habitat for state-listed plants and strictly upland species not protected by the Wetlands Protection Act. 
∗∗ MESA projects may not be segmented (321 CMR 10.16). The applicant must disclose full development plans even if such plans are 
not required as part of the Notice of Intent process. 

http://maps.massgis.state.ma.us/PRI_EST_HAB/viewer.htm
https://www.mass.gov/ma-endangered-species-act-mesa-regulatory-review
https://www.mass.gov/ma-endangered-species-act-mesa-regulatory-review
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

Provided by MassDEP: 
  

MassDEP File Number 
 
Document Transaction Number 
      
City/Town 

 C. Other Applicable Standards and Requirements (cont’d) 
 

(c)   MESA filing fee (fee information available at https://www.mass.gov/how-to/how-to-file-for-
a-mesa-project-review). 
Make check payable to “Commonwealth of Massachusetts - NHESP” and mail to NHESP at 
above address 

 

 

   Projects altering 10 or more acres of land, also submit: 

  (d)  Vegetation cover type map of site 

  (e)   Project plans showing Priority & Estimated Habitat boundaries 

 
 (f)  OR Check One of the Following 

 
1.    Project is exempt from MESA review.   

Attach applicant letter indicating which MESA exemption applies. (See 321 CMR 10.14, 
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/exemptions-from-review-for-projectsactivities-in-
priority-habitat; the NOI must still be sent to NHESP if the project is within estimated 
habitat pursuant to 310 CMR 10.37 and 10.59.)         

 

 

  2.    Separate MESA review ongoing.         
a. NHESP Tracking # 

      
b. Date submitted to NHESP 

 
3.  Separate MESA review completed.  

   Include copy of NHESP “no Take” determination or valid Conservation & Management  
  Permit with approved plan.  

 3. For coastal projects only, is any portion of the proposed project located below the mean high water 
 line or in a fish run? 

  a.   Not applicable – project is in inland resource area only   b.   Yes  No 

 If yes, include proof of mailing, hand delivery, or electronic delivery of NOI to either: 

 South Shore - Bourne to Rhode Island border, and 
the Cape & Islands: 

 
Division of Marine Fisheries -  
Southeast Marine Fisheries Station 
Attn: Environmental Reviewer 
836 South Rodney French Blvd. 
New Bedford, MA  02744 
Email: dmf.envreview-south@mass.gov  

North Shore - Plymouth to New Hampshire border: 
 

 
Division of Marine Fisheries -  
North Shore Office 
Attn: Environmental Reviewer 
30 Emerson Avenue 
Gloucester, MA 01930 
Email:  dmf.envreview-north@mass.gov  

 

 

 

 Also if yes, the project may require a Chapter 91 license. For coastal towns in the Northeast Region, 
please contact MassDEP’s Boston Office. For coastal towns in the Southeast Region, please contact 
MassDEP’s Southeast Regional Office.   

  c.  Is this an aquaculture project?     d.   Yes  No 

  If yes, include a copy of the Division of Marine Fisheries Certification Letter (M.G.L. c. 130, § 57). 
 
 

  

https://www.mass.gov/how-to/how-to-file-for-a-mesa-project-review
https://www.mass.gov/how-to/how-to-file-for-a-mesa-project-review
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/exemptions-from-review-for-projectsactivities-in-priority-habitat
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/exemptions-from-review-for-projectsactivities-in-priority-habitat
mailto:dmf.envreview-south@mass.gov
mailto:dmf.envreview-north@mass.gov
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

Provided by MassDEP: 
  

MassDEP File Number 
 
Document Transaction Number 
      
City/Town 

 C. Other Applicable Standards and Requirements (cont’d) 

Online Users: 
Include your 
document 
transaction 
number 
(provided on 
your receipt 
page) with all 
supplementary 
information you 
submit to the 
Department. 

4. Is any portion of the proposed project within an Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC)? 

a.   Yes  No If yes, provide name of ACEC (see instructions to WPA Form 3 or MassDEP 
Website for ACEC locations). Note: electronic filers click on Website. 

       
b. ACEC 

5. Is any portion of the proposed project within an area designated as an Outstanding Resource Water 
 (ORW) as designated in the Massachusetts Surface Water Quality Standards, 314 CMR 4.00? 

 a.   Yes  No 

6. Is any portion of the site subject to a Wetlands Restriction Order under the Inland Wetlands 
 Restriction Act (M.G.L. c. 131, § 40A) or the Coastal Wetlands Restriction Act (M.G.L. c. 130, § 105)? 

a.   Yes  No 

 7. Is this project subject to provisions of the MassDEP Stormwater Management Standards? 

 a.  Yes. Attach a copy of the Stormwater Report as required by the Stormwater Management  
 Standards per 310 CMR 10.05(6)(k)-(q) and check if: 

 1.  Applying for Low Impact Development (LID) site design credits (as described in    
 Stormwater  Management Handbook Vol. 2, Chapter 3) 

 2.  A portion of the site constitutes redevelopment 

  3.  Proprietary BMPs are included in the Stormwater Management System. 

 b.  No. Check why the project is exempt: 

 1.  Single-family house 

 2.  Emergency road repair 

 3.  Small Residential Subdivision (less than or equal to 4 single-family houses or less than  
 or equal to 4 units in multi-family housing project) with no discharge to Critical Areas. 

 D.  Additional Information 

  This is a proposal for an Ecological Restoration Limited Project. Skip Section D and complete 
Appendix A: Ecological Restoration Notice of Intent – Minimum Required Documents (310 CMR 
10.12).  

  Applicants must include the following with this Notice of Intent (NOI). See instructions for details. 

 Online Users: Attach the document transaction number (provided on your receipt page) for any of the 
following information you submit to the Department.  

 1.  USGS or other map of the area (along with a narrative description, if necessary) containing 
sufficient information for the Conservation Commission and the Department to locate the site. 
(Electronic filers may omit this item.)  

 2.  Plans identifying the location of proposed activities (including activities proposed to serve as a 
Bordering Vegetated Wetland [BVW] replication area or other mitigating measure) relative to 
the boundaries of each affected resource area.  
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

Provided by MassDEP: 
  

MassDEP File Number 
 
Document Transaction Number 
      
City/Town 

 D.  Additional Information (cont’d) 

  3.  Identify the method for BVW and other resource area boundary delineations (MassDEP BVW 
   Field Data Form(s), Determination of Applicability, Order of Resource Area Delineation, etc.),  
   and attach documentation of the methodology.  

 4.  List the titles and dates for all plans and other materials submitted with this NOI. 

       
a. Plan Title 

       
b. Prepared By 

      
c. Signed and Stamped by 

       
d. Final Revision Date 

      
e. Scale 

       
f. Additional Plan or Document Title 

      
g. Date 

 5.  If there is more than one property owner, please attach a list of these property owners not 
listed on this form. 

 6.  Attach proof of mailing for Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program, if needed. 

 7.  Attach proof of mailing for Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries, if needed. 

 8.  Attach NOI Wetland Fee Transmittal Form  

 9.  Attach Stormwater Report, if needed.  

  

  

  

  

 E. Fees 
  1.  Fee Exempt: No filing fee shall be assessed for projects of any city, town, county, or district  

  of the Commonwealth, federally recognized Indian tribe housing authority, municipal housing   
 authority, or the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority.  

  
Applicants must submit the following information (in addition to pages 1 and 2 of the NOI Wetland Fee 
Transmittal Form) to confirm fee payment:  

 

 

        
2. Municipal Check Number 

      
3. Check date 

        
4. State Check Number 

      
5. Check date 

        
6. Payor name on check: First Name 

      
7. Payor name on check: Last Name 

   

   





mmatovu
Text Box
060752
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SECTION 2  Project Narrative 
 
Executive Summary  
 
On behalf of the Applicant, Trustees of Boston College, Nitsch Engineering, Inc. is filing the enclosed Notice of 
Intent (NOI) with the City of Newton Conservation Commission for the proposed Boston College (BC) Newton 
Support Building (the “Project”) located at 877 Centre Street. The purpose of this NOI Application is to seek an 
Order of Conditions from the Newton Conservation Commission approving the proposed project under the 
Wetlands Protection Act (M.G.L. c. 131, §40), the Rivers Protection Act (M.G.L. c. 256, Acts of 1996) and their 
Regulations (310 CMR 10.00), and the City of Newton Wetlands Protection By-Laws. The Project is subject to 
review by the Conservation Commission due to the site falling within the 100-foot buffer of Edmands Brook, an 
adjacent intermittent stream. 
 
The Project consists of the repair of the existing drainage structure and slope located adjacent to the Edmands 
Brook on the Boston College Newton Campus. This repair is being conducted in response to the Order of 
Conditions issued by the Newton Conservation Commission for the adjacent project, DEP #239-987, Condition 
25. There is an existing drain manhole that is damaged and has caused erosion of the slope into the Edmands 
Brook. The proposed project includes the construction of two drain manholes, including one with a baffle to 
dissipate energy from stormwater flowing through the campus closed drainage system prior to its discharge into 
the Edmands Brook. The proposed project also includes plantings and riprap to provide stabilization and reduce 
erosion potential down the slope. Stormwater will be directed into the Brook through a rip rap level spreader 
slope. The section of slope that has eroded away will be filled in to restore it to its existing slope and planted 
appropriately. This project is a repair, and thus is not providing any new stormwater treatment or mitigation of 
flows. 
 
The proposed site improvements within the Buffer Zone include: 
 

1. Reconstruction of the existing drain manhole adjacent to Edmands Brook; 
2. Regrading of the slope adjacent to Edmands Brook; 
3. Associated earthwork, landscaping, and revegetation; 
4. Minor parking lot repairs.   

 
The Project includes mitigation measures to offset the temporary impacts including the installation of inlet 
protection devices as well as steep slope erosion and sedimentation controls. These mitigation measures are 
further discussed in the narrative below.   
 
Existing Conditions  
 
Existing Site Description 
 
The 1,043 square foot Project site is located on the Boston College Newton Campus at 877 Centre Street in 
Newton, Massachusetts (Figure 1 – USGS Locus Map and Figure 2 – Aerial Locus Map). The existing site 
consists of the corner of an existing parking lot and the adjacent wooded slope down to the Edmands Brook, an 
intermittent stream. North of the Edmands Brook is a trail along the Brook into Edmands Park, and further north 
is a BC soccer field. To the northeast of the Project Site is the existing Quonset Hut, Field Hockey Field, and 
adjacent parking lot. This area is the site of the future project previously permitted under DEP #239-987. 
 
There is an existing drain manhole that is damaged, and one of the inlet pipes and the bottom of the structure are 
no longer intact, allowing stormwater to flow uncontrolled into the Brook. This drain manhole would have outlet 
into the Brook in its originally constructed state. This condition has over time caused a portion of the wooded 
slope adjacent to the Brook to erode away, leaving the entire height of the drain manhole structure exposed on 
one side and causing the outlet pipe segments from the structure to disconnect from the structure.   
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Wetland Resource Areas 
 
1.0 LEC Environmental Consultants, Inc. (LEC) conducted a site visit on January 24, 2023 to delineate the 

resource area as outlined in Table 1. Detailed information on these resources is provided in the Wetland 
Resource Area Analysis, prepared by LEC, provided in Section 3.  

   
Table 1a. Buffer Zones and Local Resource Areas 

Wetland Resource Area General Location 

100-ft Buffer Zone (to 
Intermittent Stream) 

Entire site is within this buffer. 

25-ft Naturally Vegetated 
Buffer Zone (to Intermittent 
Stream) 

Majority of the site is within this buffer. 
 

 
 
Local Jurisdictional Areas 
 
The proposed site improvements are located within the Floodplain/Watershed District established by the City of 
Newton. The site improvements, including the buildings, driveways, parking lots, and utility improvements have 
been designed in accordance with the Newton Floodplain Ordinance. All development in the district must be 
compliance with:  
 

1. Chapter 131, Section 40 of the Massachusetts General Laws; 
2. Section 780 CMR 120.g of the Massachusetts State Building Code; 
3. Wetlands Protection Regulations, Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) (currently 310 CMR 

10.00);  
4. Inland Wetland Restriction, DEP (currently 310 CMR 13.00);  
5. Minimum Requirements for the Subsurface Disposal of Sanitary Sewage, DEP currently 310 CMR 15, 

Title 5) 
 

Other Environmental Considerations 
 
FEMA Flood Zone 
 
Based on the FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Maps for the City of Newton (Community Panel Number 
25017C0552E and 25017C0554E), the Project site does not contain any regulated flood zones Refer to Figure 3 
FEMA Map. 
 
NHESP Priority and Estimated Habitat  
 
Based on MASSGIS Priority Habitat GIS data layers of the 14th Edition of the Natural Heritage Atlas, effective 
August 1, 2017, the Project site is not located within designated Estimated Habitat of Rare Wildlife or Priority 
Habitat of Rare Species and does not contain any Certified Vernal Pools (Figure 4 – Natural Heritage and 
Endangered Species Program Map). 
 
Total Maximum Daily Load 
 
The site is located within the Charles River Watershed, which has a Nutrient (Phosphorous) Total  
Maximum Daily Load (TMDL). 



 

 
 
 

4 

 
Activity and Use Limitation 
 
Based on the MassGIS MassDEP Oil and/or Hazardous Material Sites with Activity and Use Limitations (AUL) 
data layers, updated March 20, 2024, the site has no Activity and Use Limitations on record. 
 
Proposed Conditions 
 
Overview of Proposed Work 
 
The intent of the Project is to return the outlet into the Edmands Brook into good working condition and to restore 
the slope down to the bank with plantings and rip rap. The Project is a repair, and does not include any new 
stormwater treatment or mitigation other than an improved outlet into the Brook. 
 
The Project consists of a pair of drain manholes, DMH#100 and DMH#101. Stormwater from the upper part of 
the Campus will flow into DMH#100, which will have a baffle wall inside the structure to dissipate some of the 
energy of the flow coming down the slope in the closed drainage system. At a site walk with Jennifer Steel on 
02/11/2025, mitigating this energy was discussed, and this will reduce the velocity of stormwater at the outlet into 
the Brook to a velocity where the rip rap can be appropriately sized for it (Appendix A). Stormwater will flow from 
DMH#100 to DMH#101 where it will combine with flows from an existing catch basin in the parking lot. From 
DMH#101 stormwater will flow out through a flared end section onto a rip rap slope while will spread out 
stormwater prior to it flowing into the Brook.  
 
The existing section of slope that has been eroded away will be filled in to smoothly grade across the existing 
missing section. The lower part of this slope will be rip rap as described above, and the upper part of the slope 
will be planted as shown in the attached planting plan. Steep slope protection will be provided at this location 
until the slope as stabilized.     
 

Table 2. Existing and proposed land cover type for the Project 

Land Use Existing (sf) Proposed (sf) Change 

Impervious Area (Total site) 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Pervious Area (Total site) 1,043 1,043 0.00 

Total 1,043 1,043 --- 

Impervious Area (work 
within 25’ vegetated buffer) 

0.00 0.00 0.00 

Pervious Area (work within 
25’ vegetated buffer) 

491 491 0.00 

Total 491 491 --- 

 
The proposed project also includes the installation of a new stormwater management system that was designed 
in accordance with the MassDEP Stormwater Management Standards and the City of Newton Stormwater 
Management and Erosion Control Rules & Regulations. See Stormwater Report for additional details. 
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Snow Removal 
 
This project will not affect existing snow removal onsite. 
 
Wetland Resource Area Impacts 
 
The Project has been designed to limit disturbance in wetland resource areas to the maximum extent possible 
and is focused on the area being repaired. The entire Project Site is located within the 100-foot buffer and 
restoration of the slope will continue down to the bank itself. The project will result in an improvement over the 
existing condition by repairing the eroded slope and reducing the velocity of stormwater as it enters the Brook 
through both the energy dissipation structure (DMH#100) and the rip rap slope. Erosion and sedimentation 
control measures will be used during construction to protect the steep slopes until they have stabilized and 
plantings have acclimated appropriately. 
 
Table 3. Summary of alteration within jurisdictional wetland resource areas  

Wetland Resource Area 
Proposed Alteration Length (lf) 

(Temporary/Permanent) 
New Impervious Area (sf) 

Bank – Intermittent Stream 29 (Permanent) 0 

 
Table 3a. Summary of alteration within Buffer Zones and Local Resource Areas  

Wetland Resource Area 
Proposed Alteration Area (sf) 

(Temporary/Permanent) 
New Impervious Area (sf) 

100-ft Buffer Zone (to Bank) 621 (Permanent) 0 

 
Proposed Work Along Bank 
 
General Performance Standards for Bank 
 
Under the Wetlands Protection Act, any proposed work on a Bank shall not impair the following: 
 
1. The physical stability of the Bank. 
2. The water carrying capacity of the existing channel within the Bank. 
3. Ground water and surface water quality. 
4. The capacity of the Bank to provide breeding habitat, escape cover and food for fisheries. 
5. The capacity of the Bank to provide important wildlife functions.  A project that cumulatively alters up to 

10% or 50 feet of the length of the Bank found to be significant to the protection of wildlife habitat shall not 
be deemed to impair its capacity to provide important wildlife functions.  Additional alterations beyond the 
above threshold may be permitted if they will have no adverse effects on wildlife habitat. 

 
No project may be permitted which will have any adverse effect on specified habitat sites of rare vertebrate or 
invertebrate species. 
 
The proposed Project will result in the restoration of the bank at the location where it has eroded away and will 
improve surface water quality by eliminating the existing condition where stormwater continues to erode the 
slope into the Brook. The Project is altering 29 feet of bank, which is less than 50 feet or 10% of the bank, so a 
wildlife habitat assessment is not provided. 
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Proposed Work Within 100-foot Buffer Zone 
 
The proposed site improvements within 100-foot Buffer Zone include: 
 

1. Demolition and removal of the existing drain manhole and pipes; 
2. Construction of two drain manholes, a flared end section, and associated piping; and 
3. Filling of the existing eroded slope and installation of rip rap and plantings. 

 
Proposed Work Within 25’ Naturally Vegetated Buffer Zone 
 
Per the Newton Conservation Commission 25-Foot Naturally Vegetated Buffer (NVB) Policy, a 25-foot NVB of 
native trees, shrubs, and low-growing vegetation is to be maintained to the maximum extent feasible immediately 
upgradient of the edge of a resource area subject to protection under the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection  
Act, G.L. c. 131, § 40. No disturbance is proposed within the limits of the 25-foot NVB and erosion and sediment 
controls barriers will be placed at the limits of work, as indicated on the site plans.    
 
Proposed Mitigation Measures 
 
The proposed project includes numerous mitigation measures to reduce the impact of the project on adjacent 
environmentally-sensitive areas.   
 
Pavement Removal 
 
No pavement removal is proposed as part of this Project.   
 
Construction Period Erosion and Sedimentation Controls 
 
Erosion and sedimentation controls are proposed to reduce the construction-related impact of the proposed 
project on adjacent wetland resource areas.  Control measures will include, but are not limited to, minimizing land 
disturbance, providing temporary stabilization and covers, installing perimeter controls (silt fence and straw 
wattles/bales), constructing temporary sediment basins, and providing stormwater inlet protection (silt sack, straw 
wattles/bales).  The contractor will be required to do inspections of all controls regularly to ensure that the 
controls are working properly.  The contractor shall clean and reinstall any control that needs to be cleaned or 
replaced.  Additionally, the contractor will clean/flush the entire stormwater management system prior to final 
acceptance by the owner. 
 
Post-Construction Stormwater Management 
 
As stated above, this project is a repair and proposes no changes to the Campus Stormwater Management 
system other than the repair itself. No change in impervious areas, and no new stormwater treatment, 
management, or rate mitigation is proposed. As such, a Stormwater Report and the Stormwater Checklist have 
not been included with this Notice of Intent as they are not applicable to the work proposed. 
 
Long-Term Pollution Prevention 
 
Similar to the section above, since no new stormwater management systems are proposed, a Long-Term 
Pollution Prevention Plan is not included with this Notice of Intent. 
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Conclusion 
 

On behalf of the Applicant, Nitsch Engineering is filing the enclosed Notice of Intent (NOI) Application with the 
City of Newton Conservation Commission for the repair of an existing, damaged drain manhole and slope 
adjacent to the Edmands Brook on the Boston College Newton Campus. The project will require some temporary 
and permanent alteration of Wetland Resource Areas under the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act (M.G.L. 
c. 131, §40) and its Regulations (310 CMR 10.00).   
 
This NOI report and supporting documentation provide a thorough description of the design details and 
regulatory compliance in accordance with the pertinent Wetland Statutes and Regulations.  The Applicant seeks 
an Order of Conditions approving the Project as proposed. 
 
 



 

 
 
 

8 

 
Appendix A  MassDEP Stormwater Management Standards 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



APPENDIX A  MassDEP Stormwater Management Standards 
 
The Project is considered a redevelopment under the DEP Stormwater Management System. The site will be 
designed to meet or meet to the maximum extent practicable the MassDEP Stormwater Management Standards 
as summarized below: 
 
Standard 1: No New Untreated Discharges 
 
The Project will not create any discharges and consists of the repair of an existing stormwater discharge.   
  
Standard 2: Peak Rate Attenuation 
 
No change in impervious areas is proposed, so the peak rates are unchanged. A rip rap slope is proposed to 
mitigate energy from the outfall into the intermittent stream. 
 
Standard 3: Groundwater Recharge 
 
No changes to surface cover or surface drainage are proposed as part of this repair project, so no new 
stormwater infiltration is proposed. 

Standard 4: Water Quality Treatment 
 
No change to water quality treatment is proposed as this project is solely a repair of the existing discharge. 
 
Standard 5: Land Uses with Higher Potential Pollutant Loads (LUHPPL) 
 
The project is not considered a LUHPPL and therefore, this standard is not applicable. 
 
Standard 6: Critical Areas  
 
The Project is not located within any critical areas.  Therefore, this standard is not applicable.   
 
Standard 7: Redevelopments 
 
The Project is considered a redevelopment under the MassDEP Stormwater Management Standards.  Therefore, 
the project is required to meet Standard 2, Standard 3, and the pretreatment and structural stormwater BMP 
requirements of Standards 4, 5, and 6 to the maximum extent practicable.  The projects should comply with all 
other requirements of the Stormwater Management Standards and improve existing conditions.  The Project 
meets this standard. 
 
Standard 8: Construction Period Pollution Prevention and Sedimentation Control 
 
A plan to control construction-related impacts, including erosion, sedimentation, and other pollutant sources 
during construction and land disturbance activities (construction period erosion, sedimentation, and pollution 
prevention plan) will be developed and implemented during the Notice of Intent permitting process.   
 
Standard 9: Operation and Maintenance Plan  
 
No new stormwater BMPs are proposed as part of this project and the College will maintain this proposed and 
the existing infrastructure per their existing Operations and Maintenance Plans.   
 
 



Standard 10: Prohibition of Illicit Discharges 
 
There will be no illicit discharges to the stormwater management system associated with the Project.  An Illicit 
Discharge Compliance Statement is provided in Appendix B. 
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Appendix B  STANDARD 10: Illicit Discharge Compliance Statement  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

STANDARD 10: Illicit Discharge Compliance Statement  
 

Project Name: Boston College – Bank Repair Project Nitsch Project #: 16137 

 Location: Newton, MA  

 Prepared by: Christopher D. Hodney, PE Sheet No.  1 of 1 

 Date: April 7, 2025  

 
 

 
Standard 10 states: All illicit discharges to the stormwater management system are prohibited. 
 
This is to verify: 
 

1. Based on the information available there are no known or suspected illicit discharges to the 
stormwater management system as defined in the MassDEP Stormwater Handbook. 

 
2. The design of the Project and proposed improvements includes no proposed illicit discharges. 

 
 
 
 
 
   

Christopher D. Hodney, PE  Date 
 
 

  

4/8/2025
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Appendix C  Level Spreader Sizing  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



APPENDIX C - OUTLET PROTECTION SIZING

Project No. 16137 Calc By CDH

Subject BC Bank Restoration Date

Location Newton, MA Checked by

Date

Outfall: DP#1 - SE Headwall

Q=Design Discharge, (ft^3/s)  = 8.06 cfs (outlet from DMH#315)

D=Culvert Diameter, (ft)  = 2.00 ft

TW=Tailwater Depth, (ft)  = 0.8 ft, (0.4xD for unknown tailwater, or enter known tailwater)

(Tailwater depth is to be limited to between 0.4D and 1.0D)

g=32.2 fps

D50= D50  = median rock size, ft

8.06  (4/3) 2.00

13.50 0.80

 = 6 inches

Table 1 : Riprap Classes and Apron Dimensions

Class

D50         

(in)

Apron 

Length

Apron 

Depth

1 5 4D 3.5D50     Use Class 1

2 6 4D 3.5D50

3 10 5D 3.3D50

4 14 6D 2.2D50

5 20 7D 2.0D50

6 22 8D 2.0D50

Apron Dimensions

Length, L=4D  = 8 ft

Depth=3.3D50  = 19.80 Inches

Width=3D+(2/3)L  = 11.33 ft (at apron end)

4/8/2025

Riprap Rock Sizing

D50= 0.4  = 0.50 ft

Reference Note:  Sizing based in accordance with HEC #14 as required by MassHighway Design Manual Sheet 1 of 1
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SECTION 3  Wetland Resource Area Information  
 
Wetland Resource Area Delineation Report 
 

  



 

 

October 19, 2023 

Email (dsherman@feldmangeo.com) 

Mr. Dane Sherman 
Feldman Geospatial 
152 Hampden Street 
Boston, MA  02119 

Re: Wetland Resource Area Analysis  [LEC File #:  FLS\22-103.02] 

 Boston College/Newton Campus 
 Newton, Massachusetts 

Dear Mr. Sherman: 

Pursuant to your request, LEC Environmental Consultants, Inc., (LEC) delineated the Bank associated 
with an intermittent stream channel bifurcating the Boston College/ Newton Campus in Newton, 
Massachusetts from Colby Road to an internal access drive.  Our site evaluation was conducted in 
accordance with the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act (the Act, M.G.L. c. 131, s. 40) and its 
implementing Regulations (the Act Regulations, 310 CMR 10.00).  The following report provides a 
general site description, wetland delineation methodology, and a description of the Wetland Resource 
Area, and potential regulatory implications.   

The Boson College/Newton Campus is a 19± acre property located within the central portion of Newton 
(Attachment A, Figures 1 and 2).  The intermittent stream is located east of Edmunds Park, north of Mill 
Street, west of Centre Street, and southeast of Colby Road and is surrounded by various academic 
structures, athletic fields, and paved parking lots and access drives.   

The stream originates from a concrete culvert extending from beneath Centre Street, and conveys flow in 
a westerly direction through the campus, passing through a series of concrete culverts and appears to 
discharge to a forested wetland system located off-site to the northwest.  Three (3) stormwater outfalls 
discharge into the intermittent stream. 

The adjacent upland is comprised of lawn and forested scrub-shrub uplands with a canopy dominated by 
red maple (Acer rubrum), red oak (Quercus rubra), black gum (Nyssa sylvatica), butternut (Juglans sp.), 
and white pine (Pinus strobus), with clusters of eastern hemlock (Tsuga canadensis), American elm 
(Ulmus americana), black oak (Quercus velutina), Norway maple (Acer platanoides), white oak (Quercus 
alba), and apple (Malus sp.).  The understory is dominated by burning bush (Eunymous alatus) and great 
rhododendron (Rhododendron maximum), with patches of barberry (Berberis vulgaris), poison ivy 
(Toxicodendron radicans) vines, multiflora rose (Rosa multiflora), common privet (Ligustrum vulgare), 
American beech saplings (Fagus grandifolia), and saplings from the canopy.  The groundcover contains 
large patches of Japanese spurge (Pachysandra terminalis), and ivy (Vinca sp.) with clusters of wild 
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onion (allium sp.).  Entanglements of Asiatic bittersweet (Celastrus orbiculatus) and grapevine (Vitis sp.), 
are present throughout.  

According to the Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) Soil Survey (Web Soil Survey and 
Middlesex County, Massachusetts, Version 19, September 9, 2022), the soils are mapped as Hinckley 
loamy sand, 15 to 25 percent slopes, Newport Channery fine sandy loam, 8 to 25 percent slopes and 
Udorthents- Urban land complex (Attachment A, Figure 3).  NRCS describes Hinckley loamy sand as 
very deep, excessively drained soils formed in glacial fluvial materials that are nearly level through very 
steep soils.  Newport Channery soils are described as well-drained loamy soils formed in lodgment till 
and are very deep to bedrock and moderately deep to densic contact.  Udorthents- Urban land complex is 
described as excavated and filled land.  LEC inspected soil conditions within the uplands adjacent to the 
stream and generally observed soil conditions consistent with the mapped soil units. 

Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program Designation 

According to the 15th Edition of the Massachusetts Natural Heritage Atlas (effective August 1, 2021) 
published by the Natural Heritage & Endangered Species Program (NHESP), the site is not located within 
Estimated Habitat of Rare Wildlife or Priority Habitat of Rare Species. No Certified Vernal Pools (CVP) 
are mapped on or within the immediate vicinity of the site (Attachment A, Figure 2).   

Floodplain Designation 

According to the June 4, 2010, FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FEMA FIRM) for the City of Newton 
(Community Panel 25017 C 0552E), the site is mapped within a Zone X (shaded) – 0.2% annual chance 
flood hazard, areas of 1% annual chance flood with average depth less than one foot or with drainage 
areas of less than one square mile (Attachment A, Figure 4).   

Bank Delineation Methodology 

On January 24, 2023, LEC conducted a site evaluation to delineate the Bank of the intermittent stream 
extending between Colby Road and a paved access drive east of Colby Road.  The extent of Bank was 
determined through observations of existing plant communities, hydrologic indicators, and topography in 
accordance with the Act and Act Regulations.  The boundary of the Bank to intermittent stream was 
demarcated in the field with blue surveyor’s flagging tape and blue pin flags.  The Bank flags are 
numbered B1 through B61.  

Bank of Intermittent Stream  

According to the Act Regulations, Bank is the first observable break in slope or the mean annual flood 
level, whichever is lower.  The lower boundary of a Bank is the mean annual low flow level [310 CMR 
10.54 (2) (c)].  

Bank occurs along the intermittent stream channel extending westerly through the campus, and appears to 
flow through a culvert extending beneath Colby Road and likely discharges to a forested wetland system 
to the west.  The stream is contained within a well-defined channel, ranging from roughly 5 to 10 feet 
wide, with moderately steep embankments rising 1 to 3 feet above the surface water.  The upper boundary 



 

Page 3 of 3 

 

of Bank occurs along the top of a roughly 6 to 12-inch slope containing scattered stones and organic 
material, at the interface between predominantly aquatic and terrestrial land.   

Intermittent Stream Status  
According to the Act Regulations [310 CMR 10.58(2)(a)(1)(b and c)], b. A river or stream shown as 
intermittent or not shown on the current USGS map or more recent map provided by the Department, that 
has a watershed size greater than or equal to one square mile, is perennial. c. A stream shown as 
intermittent or not shown on the current USGS map or more recent map provided by the Department, that 
has a watershed size less than one square mile, is intermittent unless: i. The stream has a watershed size 
of at least ½ (0.50) square mile and has a predicted flow rate greater than or equal to 0.01 cubic feet per 
second at the 99% flow duration using the USGS Stream Stats method. The issuing authority shall find 
such streams to be perennial… 

The stream is not depicted on the latest USGS Topographic Map, and therefore, is presumed to be 
intermittent.  In order to confirm the intermittent status in accordance with 310 CMR 10.58(2)(a)(1)(c), 
LEC utilized the USGS Water Resources Web Application, StreamStats, to calculate the contributing 
watershed area and 99% flow duration.  The USGS StreamStats Report indicates a contributing watershed 
area of 0.3 square miles.  The 99% flow duration was incalculable; however, the watershed area value is 
less than the minimum perennial stream watershed area threshold of 0.50 square miles.  Accordingly, the 
intermittent stream status is confirmed.  

Summary 

LEC conducted a site evaluation and on January 24, 2023 to delineate the extent of Bank to an 
intermittent stream as jurisdictional under the Act and Act Regulations.  The stream occurs between Colby 
Road and a paved parking access drive, and is confirmed to be intermittent per USGS StreamStats and 
associated Act Regulations.  Any work proposed within the stream, or within the 100-foot Buffer Zone, or 
within any other Wetland Resource Area or associated Buffer Zone will require preconstruction review 
and permitting by the Newton Conservation Commission and/or the Massachusetts Department of 
Environmental Protection (MA DEP) or US Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) depending on the extent 
and scope of alteration. 

We appreciate the opportunity to provide you with this report.  If you have any questions or require 
additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me in our Worcester office at 508-753-3077 or at 
rkirby@lecenvironmental.com.   

Sincerely, 

LEC Environmental Consultants, Inc.  
 
 
Richard A Kirby  Nicole M. Ferrara 
Senior Wetland Scientist  Wetland Specialist 
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SECTION 4  Documentation of Abutter Notification 
 
Abutter Notification (To be provided prior to hearing) 
 
Affidavit of Service (To be provided prior to hearing) 
 
Certified Abutters List 



Notification to Abutters under the 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act and 

Newton Floodplain Ordinance 
(to be provided 7 days prior to the public hearing) 

 
 
In accordance with the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act (MGL Ch. 131, Sec. 40) and the 
Newton Floodplain Protection Ordinance (Sec. 22-22. Floodplain/Watershed Protection Provisions), 
you are hereby notified of the following.  
 
The applicant has filed a Wetlands Protection Act Notice of Intent with the Newton Conservation 
Commission. 
 

Applicant:  ______________________________________________________________  
 
Project Location:  ________________________________________________________  
 
Project Site Section-Block-Lot:  ______________________________________________  
 
Project Description:  ______________________________________________________  
 
 
A Public Hearing will be held remotely via Zoom. (During the COVID-19 outbreak, Gov. Baker 
issued an Emergency Order on March 12, 2020, allowing public bodies greater flexibility utilizing 
technology in the conduct of public meetings under the Open Meeting Law. The City of Newton 
implemented remote participation procedures allowed under Gov. Baker’s Emergency Order for 
all boards, committees, and commissions.) 
 

The Public Hearing will be held remotely on (date and time): 
 

___________________________________________________ 
 
 
Printed notice will be published in the Boston Herald at least five (5) days in advance of the 
hearing. 
 
To get the Zoom link, or to see a copy of the Notice of Intent, visit this web page: 
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/planning/conservation-office/meeting-info-documents 
(The Zoom link is at the top of the agenda.) 
 
NOI copies can also be requested from the Northeast Regional Office of the Massachusetts 
Department of Environmental Protection by calling 978-694-3200. 
 
Questions can be directed to the Newton Conservation Commission by calling 617-796-1134 or 
emailing jsteel@newtonma.gov or emenounos@newtonma.gov. 

https://www.newtonma.gov/government/planning/conservation-office/meeting-info-documents
mailto:jsteel@newtonma.gov
mailto:emenounos@newtonma.gov


AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE 
 

Under the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act 
 
 
 

I, ____________________________________ hereby certify under the pains and  
  name  
penalties of perjury that on _____________________ I gave notification to abutters in  
     date 
compliance with the second paragraph of the Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 131,  
 
Section 40 and the DEP Guide to Abutter Notification in connection with the following  
 
matter: 
 
 
 
 
A(n)______________application was filed under the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection  
 
Act by_____________________ with the Newton Conservation Commission on  
                            name   
______________ for a property located at_____________________________________. 
          Date      address 
 
 
 
 
The form of notification and the list of abutters to whom it was given and their addresses  
 
are attached to this Affidavit of Service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________                 ______________________ 
                         signature                     date 
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FIGURES 
 
Figure 1: USGS Locus Map  
 
Figure 2: Aerial Locus Map 
 
Figure 3: Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program Map 
 
Figure 4: FEMA Floodplain Map 
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