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STAFF MEMORANDUM
Meeting Date: May 8, 2025
DATE: May 1, 2025
TO: Newton Upper Falls Historic District Commission
FROM: David Lewis, Chief Preservation Planner
SUBJECT: Additional Review Information

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Newton Upper Falls Historic District Commission
(Newton Upper Falls HDC) with information about the significance of the properties being reviewed and the
application process, which may be useful in the review and decision-making process of the Newton Upper Falls HDC.
Additional information may be presented at the meeting that the Newton Upper Falls HDC can take into
consideration when discussing a Local Historic District Review application.

Dear Newton Upper Falls HDC Members,

The following is additional information for the Local Historic District Review applications that you should have
received in your meeting packet.

Applications
1282-1284 Boylston Street — Certificate of Appropriateness

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The circa 1830 Greek Revival house may have been built by either Rufus Ellis (who built
the Manufacturer’s Hotel at 1269 Boylston Street and workers’ cottages on Richardson Road) or William Ellis (who
built the 1828 Greek Revival house at 1235 Boylston Street.) Richard P. Kerrivan (also spelled Kerivan) was a later
owner. He is listed at this address in the 1871 City Directory, occupation machinist. The 1880 Federal Census
records show that he lived at number 1282 with his wife Margaret J., daughters Mary A. and Alice C., and son
William H. He was still living at this address and working as a mechanic in a silk mill when the 1900 Federal Census
was taken, shortly before his death in 1903. 1284 Boylston Street was used as a rental property for a period. The
1880 Federal Census and the 1881 City Directory show that at least three families were living there: laborer
Patrick J. Kerley with his wife Jane; laborer John Shea with his wife Nellie B., son Daniel J., and brothers Timothy
and Daniel; and grocer John Sullivan with his wife Bridget and son Daniel. In 1900, William H. Kerrivan, wife Anna
C. and son Richard lived at the address. The barn on the property dates to the mid-1800s

APPLICATION PROCESS: The applicant has applied for a Certificate of Appropriateness to install a standing seam
metal roof and 3 skylights on the existing skylights.

Preserving the Past i’iz Planning for the Future


http://www.newtonma.gov/

MATERIALS PROVIDED:

Application: https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/866307
12821284BoylstonCombined

Application form

Assessors Database Map

Photos of the Existing Barn

Existing and Proposed Elevations

Product and Material Specifications

MHC Form B

981 Chestnut Street — Working Session

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The Federal style building was built circa 1825. An 1883 newspaper article describes a
fire on August 1, 1843 and that the house was “then occupied as a Tavern kept by one Capt Harding, which
building was saved from being also burnt by the young boys who then worked the abandoned engine formerly
used here; and for this successful effort Capt. Harding presented them with a bell which is now in the possession
of Hose Company No. 9.”

APPLICATION PROCESS: The applicant has applied for a working session to seek feedback on a proposed design for
an addition to the existing building and new construction of additional units on the rear of the lot.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:

Application: https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/866633
981ChestnutCombined

Application form

Assessors database map

Photos of Existing Conditions

Photos of Neighborhood

Existing Site Plan

Existing Building Elevations

Proposed Site Plan

Proposed Building Elevations
Proposed Rendering

Product and Material Specifications
Proposed Window Details

Property Owner’s Authorization form
MHC Form B

Administrative discussion:

Meeting minutes: Review draft February meeting minutes.
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