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CITY OF NEWTON, MASSACHUSETTS

Newton Historical Commission
*Staff Memo*

Meeting Date: April 30", 2025
Location: Zoom
Time: 7:00 PM

This meeting will be a virtual meeting that will take place via Zoom. To view
and participate click https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/89407127642 or
+16465588656,,89407127642#

1. 25-27 Cotter Road

Total Demolition of House
View Application Here

Summary: This is a 1928 vernacular Colonial Revival house in a
neighborhood with other similar remaining homes. Staff recommends
finding the property preferably preserved.

Description: This is a 1928 vernacular Colonial Revival style house built by
William A. Field and designed by architect Robert E. Jackson. The two-
story house features an enclosed main entryway on the side of the house,
as well as a hipped roof with a dormer above the entrance. There is a
two-story projection that extends towards the street, with a garage
underneath. This property is not inventoried on MACRIS, nor are any
others on Cotter Road, however the neighborhood does retain a sense of
historic context with many original homes remaining. Several of the
extant homes are nearly identical to 25-27 Cotter and were also designed
by Jackson.

Staff Recommendation: This is a relatively well-preserved house in a
neighborhood with other nearly identical homes nearby. Staff
recommends finding this property preferably preserved.

Proposed Finding, if Preferably Preserved: Staff would welcome plans for
a proposed partial demolition. Any new construction should retain
Colonial details and the scale of the neighborhood.

2. 99 Withington Road

Total Demolition of House
View Application Here

Summary: This is a well-preserved house dating from 1950 in a well-
preserved neighborhood. Staff recommends finding the property
preferably preserved
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Description: This residence was constructed in 1950 by the Nardone Brothers, Emilio and
Bernardo. The Nardone Brothers purchased eight parcels of land on Withington Road in
1950, upon which they constructed 99-101, 106-108, 107-109, 110-112, 113-115, 116-118,
119-121, and 122-124. Each two-family residence features a hipped roof, triparte windows,
and a two-level deck on the left-hand side. While there have been slight alterations to the
buildings over time, the Nardone Brothers’ development remains intact and supportive of
the two-family context around them.

Staff Recommendation: This is a well-preserved, two-family residence in a neighborhood
with a strong and intact context. Staff recommends finding this property preferably
preserved.

Proposed Finding, if Preferably Preserved: Staff would welcome plans for a proposed partial
demolition. Any new construction should retain the scale of the surrounding neighborhood.
10-12 Bowers Street

Total Demolition of House
View Application Here

Summary: This is an inventoried, ca. 1857 Italianate style house in a well-preserved
neighborhood. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved.

Description: This is a ca. 1857 Italianate style house originally owned by Boston Merchant
Charles E. Bowers. The two-and-a-half-story house features a cross-gabled roof, brick
chimney, and full width front porch. A two-story ell extends to the right from the rear of the
house, forming an “L”-shape, and a one-story addition extends from that ell. There is a
covered entryway on the left side of the house, and a pair of arched attic windows on the
front and rear elevations of the main block of the house. This property is individually
inventoried on MACRIS, as are several others on Bowers Street. Overall, the street retains a
good sense of historic context, with many original 19t Century homes remaining.

Staff Recommendation: This is a well-preserved, individually inventoried ca. 1857 house, in a
neighborhood with many other original homes, including several that are inventoried,
remaining. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved.

Proposed Finding, if Preferably Preserved: Staff would welcome plans for a proposed partial
demolition. Any new construction should retain Victorian-era details and the scale of the
neighborhood.

31 Schofield Drive

Partial Demolition of House and Total Demolition of Garage
View Application Here

Summary: This is a 1950 architect-designed residence which is well-preserved in a well-
preserved neighborhood. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved and
welcomes discussion on the proposed addition.

Description: This 1950 residence and garage were designed by architect Marjorie Pierce and
built by E.D. Corrigan. Pierce and Corrigan also designed and built addresses 25 and 49
Schofield Drive, which retain integrity. Pierce’s career spanned seventy years in mainly
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Massachusetts. Pierce was educated at Massachusetts Institute of Technology for her
bachelor's and master's degrees, and studied abroad on a Boston Society of Architecture
fellowship. She designed hundreds of residences and commercial buildings in her career.
Corrigan built most of the houses on Schofield Drive. 31 Schofield Drive is a Garrison Style
residence featuring three bays, a side gabled roof, and second story overhang. The garage is
original to the house and built as designed by Pierce. The other houses constructed on the
same side of the street are also Garrison styles providing a strong historic and architectural
context. The neighborhood is well-preserved. This application seeks to totally demolish the
attached garage and partially demolish the house. Portions of the side will be covered to
construct an addition.

Staff Recommendation: This is a well-preserved house in a well-preserved neighborhood.
Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved and welcomes discussion on
the proposed addition.

65 Clark Street

Partial Demolition of House
View Application Here

Summary: This is a ca. 1917 Victorian style residence within a well-preserved neighborhood.
Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved. Staff generally approves of the
proposal, however, would encourage exploration of restoring the singles or photographically
documenting singles for property records.

Description: This ca. 1917 Victorian style residence has experienced minor additions over its
history, primarily in the rear. The house features a prominent front porch with bracket
detailing. Additionally, the second-floor flares out where it meets the first floor. The
provided photos of the rear provide evidence of cedar singles in a dentil pattern under the
clapboard. The applicant seeks to build a two and a half story addition to the rear.

Staff Recommendation: This property is in a well-preserved neighborhood. Staff
recommends finding the property preferably preserved. Staff generally approves of the
proposal, however, would encourage exploration of restoring the singles or photographically
documenting singles for property records.

312 Lake Avenue

Partial Demolition of House
View Application Here

Summary: This is a ca. 1890 inventoried house. Staff generally approves of the proposed
addition.

Description: This is a ca. 1890 Shingle Style house, built speculatively by local resident
Margaret A. Bragdon. The two-story house features a hipped roof with gabled dormers on all
four sides, and a brick chimney on the right side of the building. The house also features a
full-width front porch, and a unique arched window in the dormer on the front elevation.
This property is individually inventoried on MACRIS, as are many other houses on Lake
Avenue. The neighborhood retains a good sense of historic context, with many well-
preserved original Victorian-era homes remaining. This is a partial demolition application,
and the applicant seeks to demolish portions of the rear of the building in order to construct
a two-story addition.
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Staff Recommendation: This property has already been found preferably preserved. Staff
generally approves of the proposed addition.

24 Sylvester Road

Partial Demolition of House
View Application Here

Summary: This is a 1946 Cape style house. Staff welcomes discussion of the historical
significance of the property, and approves of the proposed addition.

Description: This is a 1946 Cape style house built by Theodore Silvester. The one-and-a-half
story brick house features a side gabled roof, chimney, attached garage on the left side of
the house and one room bump-out on the right side of the house. This property is not
inventoried on MACRIS, nor are any others on Sylvester Road, however the neighborhood
does retain a sense of context with many original Cape and Garrison Colonial style houses
remaining. This is an application for partial demolition, and the applicant seeks to demolish
the roof and portions of the right elevation in order to construct a second story addition.

Staff Recommendation: This is a well-preserved house in a neighborhood with a good sense
of historic context. Staff welcomes discussion of the historical significance of the property,
and approves of the proposed addition.

3 Newland Street

Waiver of Demolition Delay
View Application Here

View Original Application Here

Summary: This is a well-preserved, inventoried ca. 1863 Colonial Revival house.

Description: This is a ca. 1863 Colonial Revival style house built by Charles duMaresque
Pigeon. Pigeon was a Congregationalist minister who was credited as one of the earliest
developers in Auburndale. This home was first owned and occupied by Boston upholsterer
Ralph Davenport. This two-story, three-bay-wide home features a side gabled roof with a
brick chimney. There is a large front porch, and a two-story ell that extends to the rear of the
home. This property is individually inventoried on MACRIS, as is the property next door at 42
Charles Street. Overall, the neighborhood retains a good sense of historic context, with many
original homes remaining.

. 44 Erie Avenue

Waiver of Demolition Delay
View Application Here

View Original Application Here

Summary: This is a ca. 1890 Carriage House in a National Register historic district.

Description: This is a ca. 1890 Carriage House located behind the home at 44 Erie Avenue.
The main home was built ca. 1873 in the Italianate style. 44 Erie Avenue is listed on the
National Register of Historic Places as part of the Newton Highlands Historic District and the
Newton Multiple Resource Area 1636-1907. This is a relatively standard carriage house
design, and features a jerkinhead style roof. There is a garage door and a regular entry door
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on the front elevation, with two windows on both the right and left side. This neighborhood
retains a good sense of historic context, with other extant carriage houses.

10. 34 West Street

Waiver of Demolition Delay
View Application Here

View Original Application Here

Summary: This is an inventoried, ca. 1869 vernacular Colonial Revival style house in a well-
preserved neighborhood with many inventoried houses.

Description: This is a ca. 1869 vernacular Colonial Revival style house, originally owned by
factory worker Henry Casey. The two-story house features a side-gabled roof over the main
block, with a brick chimney, and a covered main entryway on the front fagade. There is a
two-story ell that extends the full width of the house from the rear of the home, and an
additional one-bay-wide, two-story bump out extending from the rear of that. The ells both
have gabled roofs as well. This property is individually inventoried on MACRIS, as are many
other properties on West Street and the surrounding neighborhood. Overall, this
neighborhood retains a good sense of historic context, with many original homes of a similar
era and style remaining.

11. 5 Keller Path

Waiver of Demolition Delay
View Application Here

View Original Application Here

Summary: This is a 1948 Postwar Traditional ranch style house in Oak Hill Park.

Description: This is a 1948 Postwar Traditional ranch style house built by the Kelly
Corporation. This house is typical of the style of Oak Hill Park, a one-story house with side-
gabled roof and brick chimney. A breezeway and garage were added to the house in 1949. In
1958, a small addition to the breezeway was constructed, and in 1971 the breezeway was
enclosed. The home is located in Oak Hill Park, the largest mid-20th century development of
single-family homes in the City of Newton, originally built as a community of affordable
housing for World War Il veterans. The neighborhood has seen considerable new
construction over the past few decades; however, many original houses do remain. The
house is inventoried on MACRIS as part of the Oak Hill Park residential area.

Administrative ltems
12. Approval of Minutes
13. Adjournment

The location of this meeting is wheelchair accessible and reasonable accommodations will
be provided to persons with disabilities requiring assistance. If you need a reasonable
accommodation, please contact the city of Newton’s ADA/Sec.504 Coordinator, Jini
Fairley, at least two business days in advance of the meeting: jfairley@newtonma.gov or
(617) 796-1253. For Telecommunications Relay Service, please dial 711 or call City Hall’s
TTY/TDD line at 617-796-1089.
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