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Dear Candidates: 
 
Please be aware that the 2025 City of Newton Candidate Guide has some outdated information and forms 
relating to the Massachusetts campaign finance laws and reporting requirements. The outdated information 
has been removed. Please use this page as your guidance for Campaign Finance.  
 
In order to comply with campaign finance laws, all candidates should consult the following comprehensive 
guides prepared by the Office of Campaign and Political Finance that provide detailed information on 
reporting procedures, forms, dates, and other guidance regarding campaign finance requirements. 
 

• School Committee candidates: https://www.ocpf.us/PublicSearch/ViewDocument?id=3773  
 

• Mayor and City Council candidates: https://www.ocpf.us/PublicSearch/ViewDocument?id=3772  
 
Additional resources are available from the Office of Campaign and Political Finance at https://www.ocpf.us/.  
 
Please contact the Office of Campaign and Political Finance or the City Clerk’s Office if you have any other  
questions.  
 
Thank you, 
 
 
Cassidy Flynn  
Acting City Clerk  
 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ocpf.us%2FPublicSearch%2FViewDocument%3Fid%3D3773&data=05%7C02%7Ccflynn%40newtonma.gov%7Ccbb7964acdd04b8144bb08dda1ec85ce%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C638844759426831962%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DGrweXY6RxWACnE6cMf0LgCCuvXW2AnbQiN89bcEfHM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ocpf.us%2FPublicSearch%2FViewDocument%3Fid%3D3772&data=05%7C02%7Ccflynn%40newtonma.gov%7Ccbb7964acdd04b8144bb08dda1ec85ce%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C638844759426867466%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bYQsYFlRGgKetwuchOPLg3wh%2BG4Gw3piDiaK5u1kwcU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ocpf.us%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ccflynn%40newtonma.gov%7Ccbb7964acdd04b8144bb08dda1ec85ce%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C638844759426888846%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jGVaRLJ0ec1u3xA66uXyQUEtHyiaZHxRW%2Bi9NcFobHY%3D&reserved=0


Introduction 

This guide is designed to provide basic information about campaigning for an Elected Office in the City of Newton. 
Referenced in this guide are Massachusetts General Laws in addition to the City Charter and City Ordinances. Although legal 
references are included, more detailed information may be obtained through the City Clerk’s Office at (617)796-1200 or the 
Secretary of the Commonwealth Election Division at 1(800)462-VOTE. 

Information pertaining to campaign finance should be directed to the Office of Campaign and Political Finance at 1(800)462- 
OCPF. 

 



Nomination Papers 
To be considered a candidate for an elected office in the City of Newton, individuals shall collect signatures from the 
registered voters in the City of Newton. Every year Nomination Papers are made available on the first Monday in May 
through the City Clerk’s Office. Each elected position has a separate required number of signatures outlined in the 
City Charter but it is highly encouraged that the candidates obtain 40% more than the minimum requirement. The 
totals needed for each elected office are as follows: 

• Mayor 400 Signatures Citywide 
• Ward Councilor 50 Signatures Ward Only 
• Councilor-At-Large 150 Signatures Citywide 
• School Committee 150 Signatures Citywide 

The name of the candidate, the candidate’s residence including street number, and the office which the candidate seeks 
must be written or printed on all nomination papers. If the candidate is an incumbent, nomination papers may indicate that 
he/she is a candidate for re-election. 

Gathering Signatures 
Soliciting signatures in public areas of municipal buildings is permissible if conducted in a reasonable and unobtrusive 
manner, candidates are forbidden from leaving nomination papers or petitions on desks and counters in municipal offices to 
obtain required signatures. This practice may create the false appearance that public employees are using their official 
authority to influence the outcome of an election, which is prohibited by statute. Public employees are prohibited from 
using office time and facilities to work for the success or defeat of a political candidate or ballot question. 

Please keep in mind: Signatures for nomination papers or petitions may not be gathered within 150 feet from a polling 
place. 

Objections and Withdraw 
When nomination papers are filed, they are considered valid unless written objections are made to them and filed with the 
City Clerk within two weeks after the filing deadline date. The City Clerk transmits written objections to the Election 
Commission, who must render a decision within four days after the last day to file objections. A candidate may withdraw 
their name from nomination by filing with the City Clerk a written request signed before a notary public (other than the City 
Clerk) within two weekdays after the filing deadline. 

 



Public Records 

Nomination Papers 
Nomination papers, objections and withdraw are public records and are open to public inspection. They will be preserved in 
the City Clerk’s Office for one year from the filing date. 

Voter Lists / Extracts 
Voter lists and extracts are available by written request through the City Clerk’s Office which come in Excel format. 

Requests can be made: 

o Using enclosed Public Extract Request form.
o Via Next Request (preferred) at the follow link https://newtonma.nextrequest.com/requests/new
o Physical written request
o Via e-mail at elections@newtonma.gov

 

https://newtonma.nextrequest.com/requests/new
mailto:elections@newtonma.gov


CITY OF NEWTON 
ELECTION COMMISSION 

Telephone: (617) 796-1350 
Fax: (617) 796-1214 

E-Mail: elections@newtonma.gov

PUBLIC EXTRACT REQUEST 

TODAY’S DATE 
APPLICANT 
APPLICANT PHONE 
E-MAIL
ORGANIZATION 

AVAILABLE EXTRACTS: 

 “Resident Extract” – This extract contains all of the residents data in a community while excluding all minors
(16 years of age and under) and public safety coded residents.

 “Voter Extract” – This extract contains of all voter in the community. As this extract contains information free
for public viewing, it is often requested by political parties and/or candidates.

 “Absentee Voter Extract” – This extract contains all absentee voters for a specific election, including regular
absentee and specially qualified absentees. It also includes information contained in the absentee record.

Signature of Applicant: 

Signature of Approval: 

 

mailto:elections@newtonma.gov


Election Signs 
The Newton Zoning Ordinance was recently amended to eliminate regulations for election signs and create new regulations 
that apply to a broader category of noncommercial signs. See Section 5.2.6.B.6 of the Zoning Ordinance. While all candidates 
should review the new requirements, the general rules are provided here for informational purposes. 

QUESTION: Are election signs allowed in residentially zoned districts? 

ANSWER: Yes, election signs are regulated as noncommercial signs and are authorized in all zoning districts. 

QUESTION: Are there regulations pertaining to the size of election signs? 

ANSWER: Yes. As a noncommercial sign, the face of the sign shall be no higher than and no wider than three (3) 
feet. 

QUESTION: Are there any regulations concerning where on the property election signs may be placed? 

ANSWER: Yes, although noncommercial signs may be located anywhere on the lot, they may not be located in an 
area that may cause them to be a traffic hazard by blocking visibility of traffic on a public street or 
driveway. 
Furthermore, signs may not overhang a public sidewalk or be placed on the berm, which is public 
property. Where there is no sidewalk, no part of the sign shall be closer than eight (8) feet to the edge of 
the paved portion of the public way. 

QUESTION: Are there any regulations concerning how many election signs may be placed? 

ANSWER: No, there is no limit on the number of election signs that may be placed. 

QUESTION: When can an election sign be erected and how long can it stay up? 

ANSWER: There are no durational limits on when an election sign may be erected or how long it may stay up. 

QUESTION: Do election signs in residential districts require a permit? 

ANSWER: No. 

QUESTION: Are election signs allowed in non-residentially zoned areas in the city? 

ANSWER: Yes, and the location of the signs on the lot are regulated the same as residential districts above. 

QUESTION: What about signs on campaign headquarters? 

ANSWER: 1. Campaign headquarters are considered an office use (Commercial).

2. Signs on campaign headquarters offices are regulated as any other signs in commercially zoned
districts.  They may have one principal sign, which can be up to three (3) square feet for every foot
of building frontage but not exceeding one hundred square feet. In addition there may be a
secondary sign which may be up to one square foot for each foot of building frontage on a parking
area or on a secondary street frontage. Secondary signs shall not exceed fifty square feet.
Additionally, each headquarters office may have up to 25% of the window area dedicated to political
signage.

 



QUESTION: Do signs on campaign headquarters require a permit? 

ANSWER: Yes, these signs fall under the definition of Accessory Signs, which require permits from the Inspectional 
Services Department. 

QUESTION: What defines the location of a campaign headquarters? 

ANSWER: For purposes of the sign ordinance, it is considered to be the address on file with the Election Commission. 
A headquarters office must be located in a commercially zoned district. 

QUESTION: When can signs be displayed on a headquarters office, and how long can they remain? 

ANSWER: Temporary signs may be erected as soon as the permit application is received by the Inspectional Services 
Department. The permit review process can typically take three weeks. Permanent campaign headquarters 
signs may not be erected until a permit is actually issued. Signs may remain for as long as the building is 
used for a campaign headquarters. 

QUESTION: Can election signs be placed on public property? 

ANSWER: No. Election signs are not allowed on any public property, including but not limited to schools, parks, streets 
and sidewalks. 

Should you have additional questions or concerns regarding political/campaign signs, please feel free to call the Inspectional 
Services Department at (617) 796-1060. 

Reference : Newton Revised Zoning Ordinances, Chapter 30, Section 5.2 

 



Election Day 

Campaigning on Election Day 
No poster, card, handbill, placard, picture or circular intended to influence the action of the voter shall be posted, exhibited, 
circulated, or distributed in the polling place, in the building where the polling place is located, on the walls thereof, on the 
premises on which the building stands, or within 150 feet of the building entrance door to such polling place. Any candidate, 
member of a ballot question committee, or their workers are prohibited from remaining within 150 feet of a polling place 
for the purpose of greeting and/or promoting any candidacy or cause to be voted on at that election. However, they may 
conduct exit polling. 

No posters or stickers may be posted, circulated, or distributed within this distance and no person shall collect signatures on 
petitions or nomination papers within 150 feet of the entrance of any polling location. 

Oral electioneering within 150 feet of the polling place is not forbidden by law; however, the election official at each polling 
place is authorized to maintain order and to enforce obedience of his/her lawful commands in and about the polling place 
and to keep access thereto open and unobstructed. 

No one may hinder, delay or interfere with a voter on the way to a vote. Access to polling places must be open and 
unobstructed. (MGL Ch. 54 § 65) 

Public Observation 
Observers must be permitted inside the polling place outside the voting area throughout the day and after the polls close, 
unless they are disorderly or disrupt the access of voters. 

Before the polls open, the ballot box must be shown to be empty to all observers. Candidates, or their authorized 
representatives, may view the first sheet of the printer packs one half hour before the polls open. 

Observers may have copies of the voting list with them and may mark them. Election officers must distinctly announce the 
name, address and party (in primary) of all voters before they vote when they “check in” 

No credentials are required for observers, but it would be courteous to notify the City Clerk’s Office in advance of observer’s 
intentions at the polling location. 

At the moment the polls are closed the officer will secure the voting area until such time that the voting machines are locked 
and the results tapes are posted for viewing. 
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approve applications based solely on GIS data.

Ward/Precinct Location Address

1-1 Lincoln Eliot School 191 Pearl St

1-2 Grace Episcopal Church 76 Eldredge St

1-3 Bigelow Middle School 42 Vernon St

1-4 Pellegrini Playgrnd Fieldhouse 11 Hawthorn St

2-1 Scandinavian Living Center 206 Waltham St

2-2 Cabot School 229 Cabot St

2-3 Cabot School 229 Cabot St

2-4 Newton Free Library 330 Homer St

3-1 Scandinavian Living Center 206 Waltham St

3-2 Warren House 1600 Washington St

3-3 Franklin School 125 Derby St

3-4 Franklin School 125 Derby St

4-1 Burr School 171 Pine St

4-2 Hamilton Community Center 545 Grove St

4-3 Williams School 141 Grove St

4-4 Burr School 171 Pine St

5-1 Emerson Community Center 51 Pettee St

5-2 Hyde Community Center 90 Lincoln St

5-3 Zervas School 30 Beethoven Ave

5-4 Zervas School 30 Beethoven Ave

6-1 Bowen School 280 Cypress St

6-2 Bowen School 280 Cypress St

6-3 Hyde Community Center 90 Lincoln St

6-4 Mason Rice School 149 Pleasant St

7-1 Church of the Redeemer 379 Hammond St

7-2 Bigelow Middle School 42 Vernon St

7-3 Ward School 10 Dolphin Rd

7-4 Ward School 10 Dolphin Rd

8-1 Oak Hill School 130 Wheeler Rd

8-2 Temple Beth Avodah 45 Puddingstone Ln

8-3 Countryside School 191 Dedham St

8-4 Shuman Community Center 675 Saw Mill Brook Pkwy

POLLING LOCATIONS ARE OPEN FROM 7 AM TO 8 PM



** IF REQUIRED 

DATE DAY TIME DESCRIPTION LEGAL 
May 5, 2025 Monday 8:30am Nomination Papers available.  Mayor, Councilor-

at-Large, Ward Councilor, and School Committee 
Member 

July 22nd, 2025 Tuesday 5:00 PM Deadline to submit Nomination Papers to the 
Election Commission 

MGL Ch. 53 § 7 

August 5th, 2025 Tuesday 5:00 PM Deadline for the Election Commission to certify 
signatures on Nomination Papers with City Clerk. 

MGL Ch. 53 § 10 

August 7th, 2025 Thursday 5:00 PM Last hour and day for Objections to and/or 
Withdrawal of Nomination Papers.   

MGL Ch. 55B § 7 

August 7th, 2025 Thursday 5:15 PM Drawing for Ballot Positions for the City 
Preliminary Election.  Drawing to be held in the 
City Clerk’s Office.   

Charter 8-3(c) 

**August 30th, 2025 Saturday 5:00 PM Last hour and day to register to vote for the 
September 9, 2025 City Preliminary Election.  

MGL Ch. 51 § 26 

**September 2nd, 2025 Tuesday 5:00 PM Last hour and day to post the Notice for the 
September 9, 2025 City Preliminary Election 

MGL Ch. 39 § 10 

**September 2nd, 2025 Tuesday 5:00 PM Last hour and day to apply for a vote by mail 
ballot for the September 9, 2025 City Preliminary 
Election. 

MGL Ch. 54 §§ 25b 

**September 8th, 2025 Monday 12:00 PM Last hour and day to make an appointment for an 
over-the-counter Absentee Ballot for the 
September 9, 2025 City Preliminary Election.   

MGL Ch. 54 § 89 

**September 9th, 2025 Tuesday 7:00 AM  – 
8:00 PM 

CITY PRELIMINARY ELECTION 

**September 15, 2025 Monday 5:00 PM Last day and hour for filing withdrawals of or 
objections to nominations made at the 
preliminary.   

MGL Ch. 43 § 44F 

**September 15, 2025 Tuesday 5:15 PM Drawing for Ballot Positions for the Municipal 
Election.  Drawing to be held in the City Clerk’s 
Office.   

Charter 8-3(c) 

October 25th, 2025 Saturday 8:00 PM Last hour and day to register to vote for the 
November 4th, 2025 Municipal Election.   

MGL Ch. 51 § 26 

October 28th, 2025 Tuesday 5:00 PM Last hour and day to post the Notice for the  
November 4th, 2025 Municipal Election   

MGL Ch. 39 § 10 

October 28th, 2025 Tuesday 5:00 PM Last hour and day to apply for a vote by mail 
ballot for the November 4th, 2025 Municipal 
Election 

MGL Ch. 54 §§ 25b 

November 3rd, 2025 Monday 12:00 PM Last hour and day to make an appointment for an 
over-the-counter Absentee Ballot for the 
November 7th, 2023 Municipal Election.   

MGL Ch. 54 § 89 

November 4th, 2025 Tuesday 7:00 AM – 
8:00 PM 

MUNICIPAL ELECTION 

November 14th, 2025 Friday 5:00 PM Deadline to accept Ballots mailed from outside 
the country that are post marked Nov. 7th or 
sooner 

November 18th, 2025 Tuesday 5:15 PM Election Commission Meeting to Certify Results of 
the 11.7.25 Election. Out of Country Ballots post 
marked by Nov 7th will also be counted in front of 
Commission prior to certification 

January 20, 2026 Monday Deadline to file year end Campaign & Political 
Finance Forms. 
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