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NEWTON RETIREMENT BOARD MEETING
Tuesday, March 25, 2025 9:00 a.m.
Location: Newton City Hall, Room 211"

PRESENT: Chairman Thomas Lopez, Anthony Logalbo, Kelly Byrne, Lisa Maloney, Esq., Barbara O'Brien, Scentia
Saintcyr, Deirdre Walsh, Assistant City Sclicitor/Retirement Board Counsel Jaclyn Zawada

NOT PRESENT: Stephen Curley

GUESTS: David Helfman, Newton resident

RECORD: Record in minutes that Chairman Lopez announced that the Board would conduct a public hearing for the
purpose of determining the FY2026 retiree cost-of-living increase. Having no request for public comment, the
Chair closed the public hearing

VOTED: The Board voted, by a vote of 4-0, to provide a 3% COLA, on the first $15,000 of pension benefits, to eligible
pensioners effective July 1, 2025,

RECORD: Record in minutes that at 9:09 a.m., Deputy Director Scentia Saintcyr entered the meeting.

VOTED: The Board voted, by a vote of 4-0, to deny Michaei Abbruzzese's request for one additional month to

consider the repayment agreement, and move forward as previously voted, withholding afi but enough to
cover insurance deductions.

RECORD: Record in minutes that Chairman Lopez stated that he will take agenda items out of order and address the
four accidental disability retirement applications at the end of the meeting.

VOTED: Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 4-0, to approve the regular session minutes of the meeting
held February 25, 2025. :

VOTED: Record in minutes the Board voted, by vote of 4-0, to approve the monthly financial reporting for month
ending January 2025 (trial balance, related journals, MMDT/Eastern bank statements, MMDT/Eastern Bank
reconciliations, asset allocation, expense budget to actual comparison and cash flow forecast) as prepared
by Director O'Brien.

VOTED: Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 4-0, to approve the acceptance of the following new
membaers:
siLast'Name jrst. ‘Departmen ‘Positio
Davis Nicholas 1 02/10/25 School Teacher Aide
Lopez-Knight | Mylea 1 02/10/25 School School Custodian
Louie Lindsey 1 02/10/25 School Teacher Aide
Miskewicz Michelle 1 02/10/25 School Teacher Aide
Chavez Torres | Gulnara 1 02/18/25 School School Custedian
Asst Network
Senat Joshua 1 02/10/25 Library Technician
Climate Action
Weiss Caroline 1 02/10/25 Executive Coordinator
Shaheen Ashiey 1 02/18/25 Senior Service Deputy Director
Soto Daphne 1 02/18/25 School Executive Assistant
Li Yiwei 1 02/24/25 School ' Teacher Aide
Andrews Charles 1 02/24/25 Public Works HMEO i
Garcia Jordy 1 02/24/25 Public Works HMEO
Accounting
LeBlanc Juliana 1 02/24/25 Public Works Assistant
Senior Preservation
Rose Crocker | Kimberly 1 02/24/125 Planning Planner
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VOTED:

VOTED:

RECORD:

RECORD:

RECCRD:

RECORD:;

RECORD:

RECORD:

RECORD:

Sliney Angelina 1 03/04/25 School Teacher Aide
iviiller iielonie 1 03/05/25 School Teacher Aide
Davis Geoffrey 1 03/10/25 Public Works HMEO
Hernandez Abigail 1 03/10/25 School Teacher Aide
Portyankina Tetyana 1 03/10/25 School Teacher Aide
Ruomo- Health & Human
O'Brien Kashawnii 1 03/10/25 Serv Social Worker
Mngr Talent
Acquisition &
Bautista Jashely 1 063/10/26 School Retention

Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 4-0, to approve the following application(s) for
superannuation and termination retirement pursuant to G.L. ¢. 32, §5 and §10. Retirement Board staff has
verified that the necessary paparwork is in order and has determined all applicants(s) to be eligible for such
benefits:

Member Position Dept. Date of Retirement

Michael Sullivan Custodian School 05-09-2025

Record in minutes the Board veted, by a vote of 4-0, to approve the following expense watrrants, as
amended;

Warrant # 06-25 |03-26-25 {Administrative expense/member account disbursemenis {$ 646,742.55

Warrant # 07-25 |03-26-25 {03-31-2025 Confributory pension payroll 4,176,290.06

$
Warrant # 08-25 |03-26-26 {15 Quarter 2025 Staff salary expense $ 72,181.68
Warrant # C02-25 |03-28-25 |Federal Tax $ 7,371.34

Record in minutes that System Actuary Kathieen Riley of Segal is scheduled to attend the 4/22/25 meeting to
discuss the preliminary resuits of the January 1, 2025 actuarial valuation of the Newton Retirernent System.
Record in minutes that Scott Perslia has not remitted this month’s installment of his repayment plan. The Board
instructed Director O'Brien to update the Board upon recelpt of payment. No action taken by the Board,
Record in minutes that the following items will remain tabled pending resolution of all litigation: issuance of
the refund, with no interest, of the elected official service credit purchase to Ms. Zateznik and

consideration of Ms. Zaleznik's request to waive the repayment of funds owed to the System pursuant to
M.G.L. ¢. 32, 5.20(b)(c)(3). No action was taken by the Board.

Record in minutes that no response was recsived from Michael Abbruzzese, James McCarthy, and Thomas

McCarthy regarding the 2023 excess earnings re-payment agreements previously offered to them. Effective

this month, the Board will begin recouping their excess earnings by withhoiding their retirement allowance

but for the amounts necessary to cover their insurance deductions. No action was taken by the Board.

Recerd in minutes there was discussion relating to the City’s Payroll Detail History Report regarding 2024

post-retirement earnings. Board members Logatho and Curley, together with Director O'Brien, will create a

spreadsheet for Board review and for consideration as a tool in helping to monitor post-retirement earnings.

No action taken by the Board.

Record in minutes Director O'Brien reported the following:

s Submission of Pre-Audit Planning responses to PERAC on 3/12/25. Audit period will be 1/1/19-12/31/22.

» Annual MACRS Spring Conference is scheduled for June 1, 2025 - June 4, 2025 at the Emerald Rescrt,
Hyannis, MA.

» Retirees’ March 2025 Notices of Deposit will include a reminder of the post-retirament hours and earnings
fimitations that retirees must abide by if employed in the MA public sector. The website link to PERAC’s
Working & Receiving a Public Retirement Benefit Guide will also be provided.
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RECORD:

VOTED:;

RECORD:

VOTED:

RECORD:

Record in minutes that at 8:50 a.m., Mr. Helfman left the meeting.

Receord in minutes that, at 9:51 a.m., the Board voted, by a vote of 4-0, to enter Executive Session pursuant
te Purpose 7 of the Open Meeting Law: “Ta comply with, or act under the authority of, any general...law”,
that law being Exempion (¢} of the Public Records Law (G.L., c. 4, s. 7(26) {c) to discuss the disability
applications, which were filed by Firefighters Mark Dezso, Brian McNamara and Joseph Ciccone, and
Working Foreman Joseph Ratta, and o then reconvene in Open Sessicn,

that the Board, while in Executive Session, voted 4-0, to:
» table Firefighter Mark Dezso's application for disabillity retirernent pending further clarification from
his employer; |
» accept the applications for disability retirement filed by Firefighter Brian McNamara, Firefighter
Joseph Ciccone, and Working Foreman Joseph Ratta and to request that PERAC convene Medical
Panels.
Record in minutes that, at 10:13 a.m., the Board voted, by a vote of 4-0, to enter Executive Session,
pursuant to G.L. c. 30A, s. 21(8)(3) to discuss litigation strategy regarding the appesal filed by Jeremy Wilson.
Record in minutes that upon the Board's return to Open Session at 10:22 a.m., Chairman Lopez announced
that the Board, while in Executive Session, voted 4-0, to affirm the objections filed by Board Counsel on
March 6, 2025, to DALA’s decision in Wilson vs, Newton Retirement System.

Upon motion duly made and seconded it was voled, by a vote of 4-0, to adjourn at 10:23 a.m.
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