
 
      CITY OF NEWTON, MASSACHUSETTS 
          Newton Historical Commission 

*STAFF MEMO* 
 

Meeting Date:  April 30th, 2025 
Location:   Zoom 
Time:    7:00 PM 
 
This meeting will be a virtual meeting that will take place via Zoom. To view 
and participate click https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/89407127642 or 
+16465588656,,89407127642# 
 

1. 145 Warren Street  
  Local Landmark Review  
  View Application Here  

  Description: The William L. Church Dai Buell (Greenidge) House is a 1916  
  Bungalow style house designed by the architecture firm Morton & West.  
  The home was originally owned by William L. Church, but is best known  
  for his niece who resided there, Josephine 'Dai' Buell Greenidge, a well- 
  known pianist. The commission has previously approved applications  
  for an addition to this property, this application is seeking approval for  
  changes to the site plan include the installation of signs, a mailbox, and  
  a propane tank. 
 

2. 214 Auburn Street  
  Total Demolition of House and Garage  
  House: View Application Here  
  Garage: View Application Here  
 
  Summary: This is a well-preserved house and garage dating from ca. 1935  
  and one of two remaining examples of the builder’s work. Staff  
  recommends finding the property preferably preserved.  
 
  Description: The 214-216 Auburn Street house and garage were  
  constructed ca. 1935 by builder Maurice J. Mosher. An immigrant from  
  Nova Scotia, Canada, Mosher settled in the area that would become the  
  Auburndale Historic District and bought several tracks of land to build on  
  during the 1930s. 214-216 Auburn Street is a two-family home disguised  
  as a single-family home. It features three bays with a central entryway.  
  The hipped roof sports a central hipped dormer with two, double-hung  
  windows. Along Auburn Street were once more examples of Mosher’s  
  developments, 224-226 and 228-230 were allowed for demolition in  
  2021, leaving 127-129 and 214-216 Auburn Street the only remaining  
  impact of Mosher. The other houses constructed by Mosher followed this  
  building typology, making them easily distinguishable. The two-car  
  garage, also built by Mosher, matches the house. Neither have undergone  
  significant alterations.     
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Staff Recommendation: This is a well-preserved two-family home built in the Interwar 
Period. In a neighborhood where not many examples of the builder's work remain, the staff 
recommends finding this property preferably preserved.   
 
Proposed Finding, if Preferably Preserved: Staff would welcome plans for a proposed partial 
demolition. Any new construction should retain the scale of the surrounding neighborhood.   
 

3. 1535 Beacon Street  
Total Demolition of House  
View Application Here  
  
Summary: This is a well-preserved 1906 Prairie Style house, in an inventoried neighborhood 
which maintains a good sense of historic context. Staff recommends finding the property 
preferably preserved.   
  
Description: This is a 1906 Prairie Style house constructed by William F. Strong as a 
speculative investment. Strong bought the Wyman Farn in 1875 which included 93 acres of 
land. He sectioned portions of the estate into streets and lots for sale and development, 
while also connecting the area to the Boston and Albany Railroad, providing easily accessible 
passage for residents. Stong sold 1535 Beacon Street to William F. Rane, a gardener, in early 
1907. Horizontal lines are a hallmark of the Prairie style, which can be seen in the hip-on-hip 
structure of the porch, roof, and dormer. The main mass’ roof even flares to maintain the 
horizontal line. The windows are double, providing ample light into the interior, while the 
deep eaves provide shade in the heat of the day. A deep front porch features prominent 
shingled columns. An addition added a two-car garage and second floor extension.   
  
Staff Recommendation: This is a well-preserved, inventoried, 1906 Prairie Style house, in a 
neighborhood with other well-preserved homes from the same era. Staff recommends 
finding this property preferably preserved.   
  
Proposed Finding, if Preferably Preserved: Staff would welcome plans for a proposed partial 
demolition. Any new construction should retain the scale of the surrounding neighborhood.  
 

4. 886-888 Chestnut Street  
 
Total Demolition of House  
View Application Here  
 
Summary: Staff welcomes discussion of this 1954 Garrison Colonial style house. t  
 
Description: This is a 1954 Garrison Colonial style house developed by Dominic J. Totaro and 
designed by architect C. Crowell. Crowell was a local architect, who designed a number of 
homes in Newton. This two-story home features a side gabled roof, and centrally located 
brick chimney. On the rear of the property, there is a two-story screened-in porch, and a 
one-room bump out. According to ISD records, the porch was added in 1957 and the 
addition was built in 1960. This property is not inventoried on MACRIS, however it is located 
in close proximity to two inventoried areas, as well as the Newton Upper Falls Local Historic 
District. While there has been some new construction, including the house next door to this 
property, overall Chestnut Street retains a good sense of historic context.   
 
 

https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/863838
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/864339


 
 
 
Staff Recommendation: This property is located in an area with a good sense of historic 
context, but was constructed later than a majority of the historic homes in the area. Staff 
welcomes discussion of the historical significance of this property.   
 
Proposed Finding, if Preferably Preserved: Staff would welcome plans for a proposed partial 
demolition. Any new construction should retain the scale of the neighborhood and elements 
of the Colonial design style generally present along Chestnut Street.  
 

5. 48 Erie Avenue  
Partial Demolition of House and Total Demolition of Garage  
House: View Application Here  
Garage: View Application Here  
 
Summary: This is a National-Register listed ca. 1893 house. Staff recommends finding the 
property preferably preserved, and approves of the proposed addition.   
 
Description: 48 Erie Ave, identified as the Margaret Wade house, is a ca. 1893 Shingle style 
house. This property was originally owned by Wade, who also had 34-36 Erie Ave and 52 Erie 
Ave built as speculative real estate investments. The two-and-a-half story house features a 
flared hipped roof, with dormers on all sides and a brick chimney. There is a gabled roof 
covering the front entry, and several bay windows on various elevations of the house. The 
accompanying garage was constructed in 1917, and is a relatively simple garage structure 
with two large barn doors and a hipped roof. This property was listed on the National 
Register in 1986 as part of the Newton Highlands Historic District. This application seeks to 
totally demolish the garage and partially demolish the house. Portions of the rear elevation 
will be demolished to construct an addition to the house.   
 
Staff Recommendation: This is a well preserved, National Register-listed house. Staff 
recommends finding the property preferably preserved, and approves of the proposed 
demolition.   
 

6. 19 Quirk Court  
Partial Demolition of House  
View Application Here  
  
Summary: This is a ca. 1895 house in a well-preserved neighborhood. Staff recommends 
finding the property preferably preserved and welcomes discussion of the proposed 
addition.   
  
Description: This ca. 1895 house is a 2 ½ story vernacular construction by Michael Quirk. 
Quirk, whom the court is named after, was a carpenter-builder who developed several 
courts in Nonantum between 1891 and 1985. The house at 19 Quirk is a standard front-gable 
house. In 1963 a two-story addition was built onto the rear of the main mass. The roof slope 
of the rear was altered to a shallower slope to accommodate the addition.    The front 
entryway was a later addition and features awning windows. The applicant seeks to build 
and addition onto the 1963 addition, meeting the original roof ridge.   
  

https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/861704
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/861698
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Staff Recommendation: This property is in a neighborhood with strong historic context. Staff 
recommends finding the property preferably preserved, and welcomes discussion of the 
proposed partial demolition.  
  

7. 194 Winslow Road  
Partial Demolition of House  
View Application Here  
  
Summary: This is a ca. 1897 Victorian style residence within a prevalent historic context. 
Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved, and welcomes discussion on 
design of proposal.   
   
Description: This Victorian style residence was constructed ca. 1897 and owned by Patrick 
McDade, a carpenter. The house features a hipped roof porch, with turned spindle supports. 
The hipped roof sports several dormers across its elevations. A unique feature is the belt 
course separating the first and second floor, which are further delineated by clapboard and 
shingles respectively. The neighborhood is eclectic; however, the modest Victorians are 
prevalent throughout providing the historic context for 194 Winslow Road. The applicant 
seeks to build a two-story gabled addition to the Seldon Street side of the main mass. The 
front porch would extend the length of the front elevation.   
  
Staff Recommendation: This residence has undergone some alterations over time including 
the gable addition and dormer windows. Staff recommends finding the property preferable 
preserved. Staff generally approves of the proposal, however, would encourage exploration 
of a hipped roof and additional windows on the second-floor front facade.   
  

8. 20 Marlboro Street  
Partial Demolition of House  
View Application Here  
 
Summary: This is an inventoried, ca. 1900 Queen Anne style house. Staff recommends 
finding the property preferably preserved, and approves of the proposed plans.  
 
Description: This is a ca. 1900 Queen Anne style house. The two-story house features a 
front-gabled roof, with dormers on the right and left sides. There is a bay window on the left 
side of the house, and a full-width porch on the front. This property is individually 
inventoried on MACRIS, as are three others on Marlboro Street, and many more on the 
surrounding streets, and the neighborhood retains a good sense of historic context with 
many original homes from a similar time period remaining. This is an application for partial 
demolition, seeking to demolish portions of the rear elevation to construct an addition.   
 
Staff Recommendation: This is a well-preserved, inventoried house in a neighborhood with 
many extant homes built in a similar style and era. Staff recommends finding the property 
preferably preserved, and approves of the proposed partial demolition plans.   
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9. 156 Highland Street  
Partial Demolition of Garage  
View Application Here  
 
Summary: This is a ca. 1900 carriage house on an inventoried property. Staff recommends 
finding the property preferably preserved, and welcomes discussion of the proposed 
alterations to the structure.  
 
Description: This application is for partial demolition of the carriage house at 156 Highland 
Street. The carriage house has a gambrel roof and shingle siding, matching the main house 
on the property. Historic maps indicate that the carriage house and main house were built at 
the same time, around 1900. The property is individually inventoried on MACRIS, as are 
many others nearby. This is an application for partial demolition, seeking to move the 
carriage house forward on the lot and add new windows and dooors to the structure.   
 
Staff Recommendation: This carriage house was built at the same time and same style as the 
existing house, an inventoried ca. 1900 home. Staff recommends finding the property 
preferably preserved, and welcomes discussion of the proposed alterations to the structure. 
  

10. 31 Emerald Street  
Waiver of Demolition Delay  
View Application Here  
View Original Application Here  
 
Summary: This is an inventoried ca. 1890 vernacular Colonial Revival style house.  
 
Description: This is a ca. 1890 vernacular Colonial Revival style house, first owned by laborer 
Patrick Malloy. The three-bay-wide, two-story house features a side gabled roof with a brick 
chimney. The house has a covered main entryway on the front elevation, and there are two 
one-story projections extending from the rear of the house. This property is individually 
inventoried on MACRIS, as are eight others on Emerald Street and many more in the 
surrounding area. There has been some new construction in the neighborhood, including on 
Emerald Street, but overall there is still a sense of historic context.  
 

11. 22 Arden Road  
Waiver of Demolition Delay  
View Application Here  
View Original Application Here  
 
Summary: This is a 1924 Colonial Revival in a well-preserved neighborhood.  
 
Description: This Colonial Revival style house was built in 1924 by Walter A. Rollins. Rollins 
built homes in the area in the early 20th Century, including two in Newton that are 
inventoried on MACRIS (43 Brookdale Road and 614 Walnut Street). This two-story house is 
three�bays-wide by two-bays-deep, with a one-room enclosed porch and a one-bay ell on 
the rear right side of the house. The home also features a side-gabled roof, brick chimney, a 
back deck, and an enclosed front entryway. This house is not inventoried on MACRIS, nor are 
any others on Arden Road, however the neighborhood retains a good sense of historic 

https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/862130
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context, with primarily original homes remaining, many of which are Colonials from a similar 
period as 22 Arden.  
 

12. 123 Langley Road  
Waiver of Demolition Delay  
View Application Here  
View Original Application Here  
 
Summary: This is a ca. 1900 Vernacular Queen Anne style house.  
 
Description: This is a ca. 1900 Vernacular Queen Anne style house. By 1917, it was owned by 
an M.L. Stuart. The three-story house features a steeply pitched, high truncated hipped roof. 
The front entrance to the home is within a two-and-a-half-story bay window, which is 
topped by a gabled dormer. The entryway also features a simple front porch. There are 
hipped dormers on the left and right sides of the roof. This property is individually 
inventoried on MACRIS, as is the house next door at 127 Langley Road and several nearby on 
Maple Park. The area retains a good amount of historical character, with primarily original 
homes remaining.  

 
Administrative Items 

1. Approval of Minutes 

Approval of Minutes for February and March 2025 NHC Meetings 

2. Adjournment 

 
The location of this meeting is wheelchair accessible and reasonable accommodations will 
be provided to persons with disabilities requiring assistance. If you need a reasonable 
accommodation, please contact the city of Newton’s ADA/Sec.504 Coordinator, Jini 
Fairley, at least two business days in advance of the meeting: jfairley@newtonma.gov or 
(617) 796-1253. For Telecommunications Relay Service, please dial 711 or call City Hall’s 
TTY/TDD line at 617-796-1089. 
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