Programs & Services Committee Report

City of Newton
In City Council

Wednesday, April 9, 2025

Present: Councilors Krintzman (Chair), Oliver, Micley, Malakie, Humphrey, Baker, and Farrell
Absent: Councilor Lobovits
Also Present: Councilor Wright

City Staff: Chief of Police George McMains, Elections Supervisor John Doyle, Commissioner of
Inspectional Services Anthony Ciccariello, and ISD Executive Administrator Deb Finamore

All agendas and reports, both past and present can be found at the following link: Programs &
Services Committee | City of Newton, MA (hewtonma.gov)

For more information regarding this meeting, a video recording can be found at the following
link: Programs and Services Committee - April 9, 2025

#47-25 Appointment of Rabbi Keith Stern as a Newton Library Trustee
HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Rabbi Keith Stern, 115 Hunnewell Avenue,
Newton as a member of the Newton Library Trustee for a term of office set to
expire on June 30, 2029. (60 Days: 05/02/2025)

Action: Programs & Services Approved 7-0

Note: Rabbi Keith Stern joined the committee to discuss this item. Rabbi Stern noted
his love for books and his desire to serve the Newton community in a different way, outside of
his work on the Human Rights Commission.

Several councilors thanked the Rabbi for his willingness to serve.
Councilor Oliver motioned to approve which passed 7-0.

#79-25 Appointment of Michelle Howard-Sparks to the Institutional Biosafety
Committee
PRESIDENT LAREDO appointing Michelle Howard-Sparks, 51 Jackson Rd, Newton,
to the Institutional Biosafety Committee for a term of office to expire April 22,
2028. (60 Days: 06/06/2025)

Action: Programs & Services Approved 7-0



https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-committees/programs-services-committee
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-committees/programs-services-committee
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ENRr5JFtac4&list=PLqJiDbsvfNjWrNbMO43imvzNSUJfdURqQ
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Note: Michelle Howard-Sparks joined the committee to discuss this item. Ms. Howard-
Sparks explained that she has been working with environmental health and safety services in
the pharmaceutical industry for over 25 years. In serving on the Committee, she would like to
use her background to serve the community she has lived in for 15 years.

A councilor asked what work the Institutional Biosafety Committee takes on and Ms. Howard-
Sparks said that she did not know the current agenda before the Committee but in her research
on other communities, they are focused on the disposal of DNA, animal/human tissues, blood
borne pathogens, and other materials that are used that might have an environmental impact.

A councilor asked if this committee has a regular meeting schedule or if it only meets when
issues arise, but Ms. Howard-Sparks did not know. The same councilor brought up a concern
about medications that go through the human body, through the septic system, and back into
people’s drinking water. Ms. Howard-Sparks said she did not think there was an industry
movement to control that but that it is probably something that needs to be monitored.

Councilor Oliver motioned to approve which passed 7-0.

#71-25 Recommendation to approve 2025 Preliminary Election date
THE NEWTON ELECTION COMMISSIONERS recommending the City Council
approve the date of Tuesday, September 9, 2025 as the date for the 2025
Preliminary Election, if needed.

Action: Programs & Services Approved 7-0

Note: Elections Supervisor John Doyle joined the committee to discuss this item. Mr.
Doyle shared the attached slides. The November municipal election will be Tuesday, November
4t 2025 and the Election Commission recommended September 9t", 2025 as the municipal
primary date. The primary will only be necessary if there are more than double the number of
eligible seats on the ballot; if five or more people run for an at-large position and if three or
more run for school committee, ward councilor, or mayor.

A councilor noted a recent federal executive order regarding elections and asked if the City has
received any new directives from the federal or state government regarding election
operations. Mr. Doyle said the City has not and until he hears otherwise, the election will take
place as it normally does.

A councilor asked about early voting plans for the preliminary election and Mr. Doyle said they
have not picked dates for early voting yet, but he intends to set those dates in June.

Councilor Krintzman motioned to approve which passed 7-0.
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#55-25 Resolution to Recognize the Newton Cultural Council
COUNCILORS ALBRIGHT, DANBERG, HUMPHREY, DOWNS, KALIS, KRINTZMAN,
GETZ, LAREDO, BIXBY, WRIGHT, LIPOF, AND LOBOVITS requesting a resolution to
formally recognize the Newton Cultural Council.
Action: Programs & Services Approved 7-0

Note: Chis Pitts joined the committee to discuss this item. The Newton Cultural Council
has received state funding in the past but to qualify for the National Endowment for the Arts
matching funds, the council must be formed by the city itself, not the state.

Councilor Krintzman motioned to approve which passed 7-0.

#90-24 Requesting update on leaf-blower landscaper registration and enforcement
ordinance
COUNCILORS BAKER, MALAKIE, LOBOVITS, WRIGHT, BLOCK, AND FARRELL
requesting a discussion with the Commissioner of Inspectional Services and the
Chief of Police, and responsible members of their Departments as to the progress
in securing compliance with the leaf-blower provisions of Newton's noise
ordinance requiring landscaper registration and lawful operation of noise-
compliant equipment, including the reporting and enforcement work by those
Departments.
Programs & Services Held 6-0 on 03/20/24
Programs & Services Held 4-0 (Councilor Farrell Not Voting) on 09/18/24
Action: Programs & Services Held 7-0

Note: Commissioner of Inspectional Services Anthony Ciccariello and Chief of Police
George McMains joined the committee to discuss this item. Commissioner Ciccariello noted
there were 352 registrants in 2024, registration for this year opened on April 1t and so far,
there have been 202 registrants. There have been 12 complaints so far this year. Commissioner
Ciccariello shared that the City is preparing to go to court for criminal complaints on six
landscapers who have unpaid fines from last year.

A councilor asked about fines and how many, if any, were levied on homeowners.
Commissioner Ciccariello answered that there were not many because they were trying to be
considerate of homeowners and started with door hangers if a warning or violation was given.
The same councilor asked how many of the fines were levied against companies that were
registered and how many of them were not properly registered, which would mean the
homeowners would have been potentially liable. Commissioner Ciccariello said he did not know
if they could track that but that he would look into it.

A councilor encouraged homeowners to talk with their landscapers if they receive a warning or
violation so that the compliance-oriented purpose of this ordinance is reinforced.
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Chief McMains explained that in responding to many leaf blower complaints, no one is there
when the officer arrives, so he prioritizes other calls for service when possible. Last year, NPD
got 138 calls and responded to 96. By the time an officer got there, there was no one there at
52 of them.

A councilor asked how many tickets NPD has written for leaf blower violations last year and
Chief McMains answered that there were two citations written and six verbal warnings were
given out. The same councilor encouraged officers to write tickets so that the enforcement was
not left to only Chuck Edrehi, of Inspectional Services, and to send a message that will hopefully
inspire compliance from more companies. Chief McMains noted that while they do not ask for
any immigration status documentation, his officers are concerned about the appearance of
potentially targeting landscapers who may have immigration status issues. Commissioner
Ciccariello also noted that in some cases, the worker will pay the fine so then the owner is not
aware of their record of tickets.

A councilor noted support for Chief McMains’ efforts and asked what they can tell residents to
improve effectiveness of complaint. The Commissioner explained that it would be best to call,
leave a message, or email Mr. Edrehi with the day and time that the landscapers were at the
location. Then the following week or so, Mr. Edrehi will patrol that area specifically.

A councilor asked how long registration is valid for and Commissioner Ciccariello answered that
it is valid from end of March/April 1t to the first snowfall in the fall/winter.

A councilor asked the Chief and the Commissioner if there were any changes they would like to
see with the ordinance. The Commissioner answered that he does not like the suspension
because the trend is that they get suspended towards the end of the season which is
ineffective. At that point, when their suspension is done, it is wintertime and so there is no real
payment for that. He also noted that the suspensions are time consuming to track and the
tickets are appealable so they cannot be suspended until after the appeal is over. This then
means that they could continue operating throughout the rest of the season until their court
date.

A councilor suggested amending the ordinance to have the suspension carry over into the next
season. Commissioner Ciccariello said he would like to have a further discussion with the Law
Department regarding the suspension component of the ordinance. The same councilor asked if
the Commissioner had heard any feedback from Cambridge, which has an all-electric leaf
blower ordinance but the Commissioner had not.

Councilor Oliver motioned to hold which passed 7-0.
The meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,
Josh Krintzman, Chair



Fall 2025 Municipal Election Dates

Docket Item #71-25




November Municipal Election

The date of the November Election is set for us through MGL. It will be Tuesday November 4, 2025




The Election Commission

recommended September 9th, 2025

with a vote of 3-0




Possible Dates of September Preliminary*

*If Necessary

Possible Dates:
Tuesday September 2"9, 2025

Tuesday September 9", 2025

Tuesday September 16", 2025
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