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Letter of Response 

 
 

April 14, 2025 
Via Electronic Mail 

 
Newton Conservation Commission 
Planning & Development Department 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459 
 
Attention: Jennifer Steel, Ellen Menounos and Members of the Newton Conservation Commission 
 

RE: Attachments for Response to 
February 20, 2025 Hearing Comments 

        528 Boylston Street 
Newton, Massachusetts 
 

Dear Jennifer Steel, Ellen Menounos and Members of the Newton Conservation Commission: 
 
The following materials have been included as attachments to address the comments received during the 
February 20, 2025 Public Hearing for the above referenced project and the site visit on 3/14/2025 
attended by Conservation Commission Staff and Bohler Engineering to measure groundwater levels 
within the Groundwater Monitoring Wells installed within each proposed infiltration system.  The 
Monitoring Wells were installed on 03/04/2025. A summary of the revisions and additional response 
materials includes: 
 

• Graphical plans for each of the 5 stormwater systems - For clarification and informational 
purposes, graphical plans for each of the 5 stormwater systems have been prepared to 
demonstrate the relation of: 

o The bottom of each system 
o The specific findings of each TP or boring 
o The conclusions regarding Estimated Seasonal High Ground Water (ESHGW)  
o The conclusions regarding required separation to ESHGW 
o Additionally, a box has been added to each of the individual stormwater system graphics 

which has been utilized in recording the March 14, 2025 groundwater readings on the 
same sheet as the design information and the ESHGW design elevations.  
 

• Minor Modifications to Civil and Landscape Architecture Plans – The Civil Plans, “Notice of 
Intent Application for Toll Brothers”, prepared by Bohler Engineering, signed and stamped by 
Timothy A. Hayes, 13 pages, last revised April 11, 2025 and the Mitigation and Landscape Plans, 
“Notice of Intent Application for Toll Brothers”, prepared by Bohler Engineering, signed and 
stamped by Matthew J. Mrva, 10 pages, last revised April 11, 2025 have been revised to reflect 
the following minor modifications: 

o Removal of Area Drain (AD-12) and associated piping in close proximity to abutting 
property based on correspondence with the Conservation Commission Agent and the 
abutter relative to concerns over the close proximity to the existing mature vegetation.  
The remaining Area Drain (AD-16) in the vicinity will remain and provide means for runoff 
to be collected in the area. 
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o During installation of the monitoring well (MW-1) within the infiltration basin (1P), refusal 
was encountered at approximately Elevation +127.2, which may be indicative of the 
bedrock surface.  The installers drilled an offset to the boring a few feet away to check 
and encountered refusal at a similar depth.  Additionally, nearby borings performed by 
the geotechnical engineer within the proposed building footprint encountered refusal at 
comparable depths. A rock core sample was obtained at one of the nearby borings to 
confirm the presence of bedrock.  The groundwater encountered in MW-1 is considered a 
perched water table and not indicative of the true Estimated Seasonal High Groundwater 
in the area, however, the system has been conservatively modified to provide 4.8-feet of 
separation from the top of ledge and 4-feet above the perched water table observed on 
3/14/2025. 
 
This modification resulted in minor modifications to the proposed grading, structure 
elevations and plantings but has no impact on the volume of storage or functionality of 
the proposed stormwater system. 
 
No other drainage systems required modification. 
 

• Proposed Post-Construction Groundwater Observation Wells – The Project is open to a 
Condition requiring the installation of Post-Construction Groundwater Observation Wells to be 
installed after the construction of the site improvements.  Potential locations of the two wells have 
been identified on the above-described Test Pit Exhibit.  Our recommendation is that a plan be 
provided to the Conservation Commission staff prior to the start of construction and that the wells 
remain in place for 3 to 5-years after the Certificate of Compliance is issued and observed and 
reported to the Conservation Commission once a year on or around March 14.  
 

We look forward to discussing these materials at the next upcoming Conservation Commission hearing.  
Upon your review of the above, please do not hesitate to contact me directly with any questions. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
        BOHLER ENGINEERING MA, LLC 

       
Timothy Hayes, P.E.       Stephen Martorano, P.E. 
 


