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What actions may the City Council take on the Mayor’s recommended annual budget? 

The City Council may approve, reduce or reject any amount recommended in the annual 
budget. The City Council cannot unilaterally increase any amount recommended by the 
Mayor. If the City Council has not acted on any recommendation amount, either by 
approving, reducing or rejecting it, that amount becomes part of the budget for the year 
without any further action of the City Council.  

Any reduction or rejection of the Mayor’s recommended annual budget must identify the 
individual line item in the proposed appropriation schedule to be reduced or rejected. 
Further, a reduction must also state the specific dollar amount by which the individual line 
item is to be reduced.  

What action may the City Council take on the School Department Budget to be 
discussed at the joint Programs and Services Committee and Finance Committee 
meeting on April 17th? 

The School Department will be presenting the proposed budget approved by the School 
Committee. The purpose of the presentation is to allow the School Department to present 
to the City Council their budgetary needs for the upcoming year.  

The Standing Committees and the City Council do not take any formal action on the School 
Committee’s proposed budget. Notwithstanding the foregoing, historically, the Standing 
Committees have held a straw vote for the limited purpose of indicating the Standing 
Committees’ position on the School Committee’s proposed budget.  

When does the City Council act on the School Department Budget? 

The Mayor will present her recommendation of the City’s annual budget to the City Council 
on April 22nd.  The Mayor will include in her recommendation, her budget for the School 
Department.  The City Council may vote on the School Department Budget, as 
recommended by the Mayor, following budget deliberations at the Committee of the 
Whole.  

 

 



What happens if the City Council rejects the Mayor’s proposed budget for the School 
Department? 

By law, the City Council must provide a minimum amount of money sufficient for the 
support of the schools as determined by the Massachusetts Department of Elementary 
and Secondary Education (“DESE”). The required minimum amount DESE published for 
Newton Public Schools for FY26 is $135,179,915. 

If the City Council approves the Mayor’s annual budget that includes a rejection of the 
Mayor’s recommended funding for the school department, the amount appropriated for the 
school department will be $135,179,915, the minimum amount determined by DESE.    

What actions may the City Council take on the Mayor’s recommendation to make 
appropriations from free cash? 

Appropriations from free cash requires recommendation by the Mayor and approval of the 
City Council. Upon the Mayor’s recommendation, the City Council may approve the 
recommendation, or reduce or reject the amount of the recommendation.  

What happens if the City Council rejects the Mayor’s recommendation to appropriate 
funds from free cash to the School Department? 

If the Mayor recommends funds from free cash to be allocated to the School Department 
and the City Council rejects that recommendation, the funds will stay in free cash and not 
be appropriated.   

What is the process to expend funds from the NPS Educational Stabilization Fund? 

Monies from the NPS Educational Stabilization Fund may only be used to provide funding 
for educational purposes including, but not limited to, faculty, staff, initiatives, programs, 
services, curriculum and any such expenditures that relate to the provision of educational 
serviced by the Newton Public Schools. Any appropriation of funds from a Stabilization 
Fund must be initiated by the recommendation of the Mayor and approved by a majority 
vote of the City Council. The City Council may not increase the amount of the 
appropriation.  

 


