
 
The location of this meeting is accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided to persons 
with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please contact the City 
of Newton’s ADA Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance of the meeting: 
jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-1089. For the 
Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711. 
 

Programs & Services Committee Agenda 
 

City of Newton 
In City Council  

 
Wednesday, April 9, 2025 

 
7:00 PM  
Room 211 
The Programs & Services Committee will hold this meeting as a hybrid meeting 
on Wednesday, April 9, 2025 at 7:00 pm that the public may access in-person or 
virtually via Zoom. To attend this meeting via Zoom use this link: 
https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/82897933388 or call 1-646-558-8656 and use 
the Meeting ID: 828 9793 3388. 
 

Items Scheduled for Discussion: 
 
#47-25  Appointment of Rabbi Keith Stern as a Newton Library Trustee 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Rabbi Keith Stern, 115 Hunnewell Avenue, 
Newton as a member of the Newton Library Trustee for a term of office set to 
expire on June 30, 2029. (60 Days: 05/02/2025) 
 

#79-25 Appointment of Michelle Howard-Sparks to the Institutional Biosafety 
Committee 
PRESIDENT LAREDO appointing Michelle Howard-Sparks, 51 Jackson Rd, Newton, 
to the Institutional Biosafety Committee for a term of office to expire April 22, 
2028. (60 Days: 06/06/2025) 
 

#71-25  Recommenda�on to approve 2025 Preliminary Elec�on date 
THE NEWTON ELECTION COMMISSIONERS recommending the City Council 
approve the date of Tuesday, September 9, 2025 as the date for the 2025 
Preliminary Elec�on, if needed. 

 
#55-25  Resolution to Recognize the Newton Cultural Council 

COUNCILORS ALBRIGHT, DANBERG, HUMPHREY, DOWNS, KALIS, KRINTZMAN, 
GETZ, LAREDO, BIXBY, WRIGHT, LIPOF, AND LOBOVITS requesting a resolution to 
formally recognize the Newton Cultural Council. 
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#90-24 Requesting update on leaf-blower landscaper registration and enforcement 

ordinance 
COUNCILORS BAKER, MALAKIE, LOBOVITS, WRIGHT, BLOCK, AND FARRELL 
requesting a discussion with the Commissioner of Inspectional Services and the 
Chief of Police, and responsible members of their Departments as to the progress 
in securing compliance with the leaf-blower provisions of Newton's noise 
ordinance requiring landscaper registration and lawful operation of noise-
compliant equipment, including the reporting and enforcement work by those 
Departments. 

  Programs & Services Held 6-0 on 03/20/24 
  Programs & Services Held 4-0 (Councilor Farrell Not Voting) on 09/18/24 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Josh Krintzman, Chair  
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Michelle Howard-Sparks, PhD 

●   ● 

Experienced executive leader with a results-driven approach to increasing corporate value through risk-
based strategies for drug product development, innovation, and patent creation/expansion. Strategic 
planning and leadership experience in CMC, Nonclinical, Drug-Device Combination, User Design, 
Portfolio Management, and Clinical Supply in Contract and in on-site sterile GMP manufacturing 
facilities. Equally comfortable in start-up biotech as well as large pharma. Proven success in leading high-
performing teams of PhD-level scientists and engineers. Highly collaborative at cross-functional 
interfaces.  

Core Competencies and Achievements 

● Responsible for the development through validation of 5 FDA/EMA approved products OPANA®
ER, OPANA®, DAPIRING™, ABSTRAL®, NINLARO® and additional development products into Ph 3.

● Enabled capital fundraising of over $513 million over 5 years by delivering scientific data to drive
pipeline progress and creating key scientific messages for external stakeholders.

● Author and lead CMC, nonclinical, and clinical pharmacology topics during global regulatory
meetings for multiple INDs.

● Leverage global strategies to enable fast to first-in-human for initial IND/IMPD.
● Develop complex drug products and drug delivery technology to optimize the target therapeutic

profile and expand patent estate with market approval in mind.
● Management of CMOs, global strategic alliances, and partners.

EyePoint Pharmaceuticals (NASDAQ: EYPT) – Watertown MA 

EyePoint is a publicly traded clinical-stage biotechnology company with 100-150 employees and a market 
capitalization of approximately $676M. Eyepoint develops and commercializes innovative ocular 
intravitreal implants/inserts (IVTs) for the chronic treatment of serious retinal disease.  

Vice President, Product Development, 2019 - Present 

● Responsible for leading CMC, Nonclinical, and Device development teams across internal
development programs for DURAVYU™, EYP-2301 prodrug, and external partner development
programs.

● Lead development of innovative intravitreal Duraject Injector from concept to clinic-ready.
● Interim Head of CMC, 2 yrs with 8 direct reports.
● Lead preclinical and device interactions at FDA meetings for DURAVYU™ (IND – EOP2), author

regulatory questions and briefing book, interpret FDA comments, and provide resolution.
● Established and led PMO 2021-2023, to create the first integrated cross-functional timelines for

portfolio projects through NDA submission.
● Authored CMC sections for multiple post-approval regulatory filings for YUTIQ 180™ (needle

siliconization, modified plunger tab), YUTIQ 50™ (introduction of new strength), DEXYCU™.
● Inventor on Duraject™ Injector family of functional design patents
● Co-inventor of Durasert E™ family of formulation patents
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Zafgen (NASDAQ: ZFGN) – Boston MA 

Zafgen was a clinical-stage biotechnology company developing MetAP2 inhibitors for the treatment of 
obesity, diabetes, NASH and metabolic disease. IPO June 2014. In 2020 Zafgen merged with Chondria 
Therapeutics in a reverse SPAC to form Larimar Therapeutics. 

Head of Drug Product Development, 2014 – 2019  

● Authored CMC section of 5 INDs: ZGN-440 (Phase 2 - Phase 3), ZGN-1061 (Phase 1 - Phase 2), ZGN-
1258 (Initial IND), ZGN-839 (Initial IND), ZGN-770 (Initial IND withdrawn).  CMC representative for 
multiple face-to-face pre-IND and EOP2 regulatory meetings with FDA and IMPD/CTA with EMA. 

● Lead CMC development team activities to support IND through Phase 3 supplies, management of 
IVRS CMO, supply chain, and COGS estimates. 

● Conducted human usability studies, created training videos and instructions for use in the 
subcutaneous injection process of vial to vial and vial to syringe of Phase 1 – Phase 3 clinical kits. 

● Contributing author of SEC documentation for identification of CMC-based corporate risk factors 
and risk mitigation strategies. 

● Identify Phase 1 clinical sites capable of extemporaneous sterile injectable compounding for fast 
to first in human studies. Lead bioanalytical method validation and contributed to clinical lab 
manual for collection, storage, and shipment of clinical bioanalytical samples. 
 

Millennium/Takeda Pharmaceuticals (NYSE: TAK) – Cambridge MA 

Global pharmaceutical company with over 49,000 employees worldwide and a market capitalization of 
$44B. Millennium Pharmaceuticals developed and commercialized innovative Oncology and 
Gastrointestinal therapeutics for Takeda Pharmaceuticals. 

Associate Director, Pharmaceutical Sciences, 2010 – 2014 

● Led CMC formulation department of 10 formulation scientists responsible for an oral oncology 
product pipeline. The team planned and executed process development, registration, and 
validation of NINLARO® capsules. 

● Hosted 2 Japanese secondees as direct reports for 1-year rotation each. 
● Served as global CMC team lead for multiple clinical phase development programs. 
● Led global cross-functional Quality by Design and Britest initiatives implemented globally into 

CMC manufacturing practices. 
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International Partnerships for Microbicides (NGO) – Silver Spring MD 

A Gates Foundation, not-for-profit, Product Development Partnership (PDP) with less than 50 employees, 
developing innovative products for the prevention of HIV transmission. 

Director, Pharmaceutical Development, 2008 - 2010 

● Led CMC team responsible for pipeline development for a variety of vaginal delivery forms and 
specifically the initial formulation and process development of DAPIRING™ an injection molded 
silicone ring offering 90 days of zero-order release kinetics. 

o Positive opinion issued by EMA, approved by South African Regulatory Agency and 
additional African countries in 2021 and WHO recommended for prevention of HIV 
transmission in 2022. 

● Provided quarterly updates to Science Advisory Committee and Board of Directors 
● Regular interaction with MHRA regarding scientific advice on preclinical species selection and 

compatibility studies for silicone-based vaginal rings 
● Responsible for providing CMC sections of IMPD/CTA, cGMP supply of global Phase 1 and Phase 

2 clinical trial materials, instructions for use and training of principal investigators during 
investigator meetings in Capetown and Johannesburg, South Africa. 
 

Endo Pharmaceuticals, Inc. (NASDAQ: ENDO)  – Garden City NY and Chadds Ford PA 

A global branded and generic specialty pharmaceutical company formed in 1997 in a leveraged buy-out of 
DuPont Merck pain management portfolio.  IPO in 2000. 

Various Roles and Promotions, 1999- 2008 

Associate Director, Pharmaceutical Development, NDA Group, 2006 - 2008 
Manager, Manufacturing Operations, 2005- 2006 
Sr Specialist, Manufacturing Operations, 2003 - 2005 
Sr Formulation Scientist, Pharmaceutical Development, 2002 - 2003 
Formulation Scientist, Pharmaceutical Development, 1999 – 2002 
 

● Manufacturing operations representative serving on OPANA® commercial launch team.  
● Responsible for executing validation and commercial supply of FROVA® Sublingual Tablet from 

Ireland manufacturing site (licensed from Vernalis). 
● Responsible for technical transfer and authoring CMC regulatory sections of 29 SKUs of 

commercial drug products from Manti PR to new US CMOs including: NUMORPHAN® for Injection, 
NUMORPHAN® Suppository, NARCAN® for Injection, PERCOCET® Tablets, PERCODAN® Tablets, 
ENDOCET Tablets (Gen), ENDODAN Tablets (Gen).  

● Responsible for the development through validation of ABSTRAL® Sublingual Tablets, 5 strengths. 
o NDA approved 2011 

● Responsible for the development through validation of OPANA® Extended Release (ER) 4 
strengths and Immediate Release (IR) Tablets, 2 strengths. 

o 2 NDAs approved 2006 
● Main contributor to multiple abuse deterrent patents for OPANA® ER Tablets. 
● Maintained DEA license for 9 years. 
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EDUCATION 

 
PhD, Medicinal Chemistry, University of Kentucky, College of Pharmacy 

BS, Biology, University of Kentucky, College of Arts and Sciences 

 

PATENTS 

1. Abuse Resistant Opioid Dosage Form: Patent EP1531792/ EP1389092 A1 and B2, May 10, 2002 

2. Invention Record: Novel Polymorph of EN3215, Oct 31, 2003. 
3. Robust Sustained Release Formulation of Oxymorphone: Patent US 20080085305, Apr 10, 2008 

4. Robust Sustained Release Formulations of Oxymorphone and Methods of Use Thereof: Patent 
EP2097070, Sep 9, 2009 

5. Lyophilized Compositions Containing a METAP-2 Inhibitor: Patent US 2017273932A1, Sep 9, 2017 
6. Bioerodable Ocular Drug Delivery Insert and Therapeutic Method: International Patent 2022/056392 

A1 Mar 2022 

7. Injector for Delivering Implants: International Patent WO 23/059550 A1, Apr 2023 

8. Ocular Injector Ornamental Design: Design - Nonprovisional Patent Application 29/870327, Jan 2023 
 

PUBLICATIONS AND MANUSCRIPTS IN DRAFT 

1. M Howard, H Sen, S Capoor, RH Herfel, PA Crooks, and MK Jacobson: Measurement of Adenosine 
Concentration in Aqueous and Vitreous.  Investigative Ophthalmology and Visual Sciences.  1998. 

2. M Howard-Sparks and A Gawlikowski: Evaluation of Blend Uniformity based on 2003 Stratified 
Sampling Guidance and 1999 Blend Uniformity Analysis Guidance: Product A. PDA J. Pharma. Sci and 
Tech. Vol 58, No 4, 2004 

3. M Howard-Sparks, A Al-Ghaneneem, A P Pearson, PA Crooks: Evaluation of 3α,21-Di(N-1-
methoxycarbonyl-2,4-dioso-5-fluoropyrimidinyl)17α-hydroxy-5β-pregnan-20-one as a novel potential 
antiangiogenic codrug. J of Enzyme Inhibition and Med. Chem., Vol 20, No 5, Oct 2005. 

4. M Howard-Sparks, A Al-Ghaneneem, PA Crooks, A P Pearson: A Novel Chemical Delivery System 
Comprising on Ocular Sustained Release Formulation of a 3α, 17α, 21-trihydroxy-5β-pregnan-20-one-
BIS-5-Flourouracil Codrug. Drug Development and Industrial Pharmacy, Vol 33, Issue 6, pp. 677-682, 
June 2007 

5. S Bakri, J Lynch, M Howard-Sparks, S Saim: A Comparison of Pan-Vascular Endothelial Growth Factor 
Receptor Inhibitors Vorolanib, Sunitinib and Axitinib: Effects on Receptors and Angiogenesis. PLoS 
One, June 2024 

6. B Avery, R Farjo, D Paggiarino, M Howard-Sparks, J Lynch, K Peters, J Duker, S Saim. Neuroprotective 
Effect of Pan-Vascular Endothelial Growth Factor Receptor Inhibitor Vorolanib in a Mouse Model of 
Retinal Detachment. In Review 

7. B Kupperman, M Howard-Sparks, J Lynch, C Crean, S Saim:  A 12-Month, Single and Repeat Dose 
Ocular Pharmacokinetic Study of EYP-1901, A Sustained-Release Intravitreal Formulation of the 
Tyrosine Kinase Inhibitor, Vorolanib: In Draft 
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PODIUM PRESENTATIONS 

1. “Evaluation of a Novel Steroid in the Treatment of Angiogenesis” West Virginia, School of Pharmacy, 
Morgantown, WV, 1994. 

2. “The Development of a Novel Drug Delivery Device for the Treatment of Ocular Neovascularization” 
University of Kentucky, College of Pharmacy, Lexington, KY, 1996. 

3. “Detection of Adenosine in Intraocular Fluids” Association for Research in Vision and Ophthalmology, 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL., 1996. 

4. “X-Ray Diffraction of a Monotropic Polymorph” Endo Pharmaceuticals, Inc., Garden City, NY, October, 
2002. 

5. “Neuroprotective Effect of Tyrosine Kinase Inhibitor Vorolanib in a Mouse Model of Retinal 
Detachment” EyePoint Pharmaceuticals, Association for Research in Vision and Ophthalmology, New 
Orleans, May 2023. 

 
PUBLISHED ABSTRACTS 

1. Bierly J, Howard M, Anderson C, Crooks PA, and Ashton P; Inhibition of Corneal Neovascularization 
with Subconjunctival Sustained Release Trihydroxy Steroid Implants.  ARVO 1994.  Invest Ophthalmol 
Vis Sci 1994; 35:1351. 

2. Howard M, Blandford DL, Cynknowski T, Cynkowski G, Riggs R, Crooks PA and Ashton P; 
Determination of Vitreous Elimination Kinetics of an Antineovascular Steroid by HPLC.  ARVO 1994.  
Invest Ophthalmol Vis Sci 1994; 35:2216. 

3. Howard M, Bierly J, Cynknowski T, Cynkowski G, Crooks PA, and Ashton P; Coadministration of 5-FU 
with Angiostatic Steroids Gives Synergistic Effects in a Rabbit Model of Corneal Neovascularization.  
ARVO 1995. Invest Ophthalmol Vis Sci 1995; 36:S161. 

4. Gagliardi A, Howard M, Cynknowski T, Cynkowski G, Crooks PA, and Ashton P; Increased Angiostatic 
Effects by Coadministration of Steroids with 5-FU.  ARVO 1995. Invest Ophthalmol Vis Sci 1995; 
36:S93. 

5. Howard M, Cynknowski T, Cynkowski G, Crooks PA, and Ashton P; Sustained Release of an Angiostatic 
Steroid and 5-Fluorouracil from a Novel Codrug Device.  AAPS 1995. 

6. Howard M, Huerful R, Capoor S, Sen HA, Jacobson MK, Crooks PA, Ashton P, and Pearson PA; 
Detection of Adenosine in Intraocular Fluids.  ARVO 1996. Invest Ophthalmol Vis Sci 1996; 37:S658. 

7. Sen H, Capoor S, Howard M, Adkins J, and Jacobson MK; Vitreous Adenosine Levels in a Porcine 
Model of Retinal Ischemia.  ARV0 1996.  Invest Ophthalmol Vis Sci 1996; 37:S659. 

8. Pearson A, Howard M, Capoor S, Cynknowski T, Cynkowski G, Crooks PA, and Ashton P; Analysis of a 
Sustained Release Intravitreal Codrug Device of 5FU and Trihydroxy Steroid.  ARVO 1996. Invest 
Ophthalmol Vis Sci 1996; 37:S582. 

9. Capoor S, Hainsworth K, Howard M, Ashton P, and Pearson PA; Evaluation of an Intravitreal 
Injectable Preparation of Atovaquone.  ARVO 1996. Invest Ophthalmol Vis Sci 1996; 37:S367. 

10. Howard M, Sen H, Herfel HR, Capoor S, Crooks PA, Ashton P, and Jacobson MK; In Vitro Quantitation 
of Adenosine in a Porcine Model of Retinal Ischemia.  AAPS 1996. 

11. Capoor S, Sen H, Howard M, and Pearson PA; Increase in Vitreous Adenosine Levels Prior to 
Neovascularization in Retinal Ischemia.  ARVO 1997. Invest Ophthalmol Vis Sci 1997; 38:S100. 

12. Sen H, Capoor S, and Howard M; Dilation of Porcine Retinal Arterioles and Venules following 
Intravitreal Injections of Adenosine Agonists.  ARVO 1997.  Invest Ophthalmol Vis Sci 1997; 38:S784. 
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13. Howard-Sparks M, Cynkowska G, Cynkowski T, Pearson AP, Crooks PA and Ashton P; Synthesis and 
Evaluation of Hydrolysis Kinetics for Two Novel Angiostatic Codrugs.  AAPS 1998 

14. Sparks M, Edwards KL, Malcolm K, Kiser P, Johnson T, Loxley A; Drug Release Characteristics of 
Dapivirine and Tenofovir from Vaginal Rings Consisting of Ethylene Vinyl Acetate, Silicone or 
Polyurethane Polymers, AAPS 2009 

15. Howard-Sparks M, Saim S, Farjo R, Paggiarino D, Duker J, Lurker N; Neuroprotective Effect of Tyrosine 
Kinase Inhibitor Vorolanib in a Mouse Model of Retinal Detachment, submitted for publication, ARVO 
2023. 

16. Avery B, Lynch J, Howard-Sparks M, Saim S: Receptor Inhibition and Neuroprotection with Tyrosine 
Kinase Inhibitor Vorolanib for Retinal and Choroidal Diseases, AAO 2023 

17. Singh R, Peters K, Howard-Sparks M, Saim S: A 12-Month, Ocular Pharmacokinetic Study of EYP-1901, 
A Sustained Release, Intravitreal Formulation of the Tyrosine Kinase Inhibitor Vorolanib. ASRS 2023 

18. Kuppermann B, Howard-Sparks M, Crean C, Saim S: Plasma pharmacokinetics of single- and repeat-
dose intravitreal EYP-1901 (vorolanib in Durasert®) in rabbits over 12 month period, ARVO 2024 

19. Lynch J, Bakri S, Howard-Sparks M, Sainte-Juste S, Saim S: Mechanism of action of vorolanib and 
differentiation from other anti-vascular endothelial growth factor receptor tyrosine kinase inhibitors, 
ARVO 2024 

20. Hsieh T, Kupperman B, Howard-Sparks M, Crean C, Saim S: Plasma Pharmacokinetics of Single-and 
Repeat-Dose Intravitreal EYP-1901 (Vorolanib in Durasert®) in Rabbits Over 12 Months, ARVO 2024 
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Councilor Albright and.... requesting formal recognition of the Newton Cultural Council. The 
Ordinance that created the original group ( the Cultural AƯairs Commission in Chapter 7 section 30, 
Cultural AƯairs) is out of date; the group now has a diƯerent name, and therefore the NEA will not 
fund the Cultural Council as it has no formal foundation in Newton.  In addition to this resolution, 
the ordinance should be fixed but this resolution is an immediate fix to allow grant applications to 
go forward. 

Mr. Christopher Pitts, former Co-Chair of the Newton Cultural Council, has requested that the 
Newton City Council formally recognize the Newton Cultural Council. This recognition is needed in 
order for the Council to be eligible to apply for a Local Programs grant from the National 
Endowment for the Arts. 

A Resolution from the Council should contain the following language: 

The goal of the Newton Cultural Council is to contribute to the cultural vitality of Newton by funding 
excellence in creative, cultural and humanistic projects of Newton cultural organizations, artists, 
and humanists that benefit and enrich our community.  Since 1998, the Newton Cultural Council 
has awarded over half a million dollars to grant applicants to enhance the cultural fabric of our city. 

COUNCILORS ALBRIGHT, DANBERG, HUMPHREY, DOWNS, KALIS, KRINTZMAN, GETZ, LAREDO, 
BIXBY, WRIGHT, LIPOF, AND LOBOVITS requesting a resolution to formally recognize the Newton 
Cultural Council.  
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CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN CITY COUNCIL 
 

, 2025 
 

RESOLUTION 
 

Resolution recognizing the Newton Cultural Council 
 
WHEREAS the City of Newton strives to support programming for the arts within the city; and 
 
WHEREAS the goal of the Newton Cultural Council is to contribute to the cultural vitality of 
Newton; and 
 
WHEREAS the Newton Cultural Council funds creative, cultural and humanistic projects of 
Newton cultural organizations, artists, and humanists that benefit and enrich our community; 
and 
 
WHEREAS the Newton Cultural Council has awarded over half a million dollars to grant 
applications to enhance the cultural fabric of our city since 1998.  
 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that: 
 
1. The Newton City Council formally recognizes the Newton Cultural Council as the cultural 
affairs commission of the City of Newton; and 
 
2. The Newton City Council supports the Newton Cultural Council in its application for grants 
from the National Endowment for the Arts.  
 
 
 
Under Suspension of Rules  
Readings Waived and Approved 
 
 
(SGD) CAROL MOORE 
 City Clerk 
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