Programs & Services Committee Agenda

City of Newton
In City Council

Wednesday, April 9, 2025

7:00 PM
Room 211

The Programs & Services Committee will hold this meeting as a hybrid meeting
on Wednesday, April 9, 2025 at 7:00 pm that the public may access in-person or
virtually via Zoom. To attend this meeting via Zoom use this link:
https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/82897933388 or call 1-646-558-8656 and use
the Meeting ID: 828 9793 3388.

Items Scheduled for Discussion:

#47-25 Appointment of Rabbi Keith Stern as a Newton Library Trustee
HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Rabbi Keith Stern, 115 Hunnewell Avenue,
Newton as a member of the Newton Library Trustee for a term of office set to
expire on June 30, 2029. (60 Days: 05/02/2025)

#79-25 Appointment of Michelle Howard-Sparks to the Institutional Biosafety
Committee
PRESIDENT LAREDO appointing Michelle Howard-Sparks, 51 Jackson Rd, Newton,
to the Institutional Biosafety Committee for a term of office to expire April 22,
2028. (60 Days: 06/06/2025)

#71-25 Recommendation to approve 2025 Preliminary Election date
THE NEWTON ELECTION COMMISSIONERS recommending the City Council
approve the date of Tuesday, September 9, 2025 as the date for the 2025
Preliminary Election, if needed.

#55-25 Resolution to Recognize the Newton Cultural Council
COUNCILORS ALBRIGHT, DANBERG, HUMPHREY, DOWNS, KALIS, KRINTZMAN,
GETZ, LAREDO, BIXBY, WRIGHT, LIPOF, AND LOBOVITS requesting a resolution to
formally recognize the Newton Cultural Council.

The location of this meeting is accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided to persons
with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please contact the City
of Newton’s ADA Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance of the meeting:
ifairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-1089. For the
Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711.
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#90-24 Requesting update on leaf-blower landscaper registration and enforcement
ordinance
COUNCILORS BAKER, MALAKIE, LOBOVITS, WRIGHT, BLOCK, AND FARRELL
requesting a discussion with the Commissioner of Inspectional Services and the
Chief of Police, and responsible members of their Departments as to the progress
in securing compliance with the leaf-blower provisions of Newton's noise
ordinance requiring landscaper registration and lawful operation of noise-
compliant equipment, including the reporting and enforcement work by those
Departments.
Programs & Services Held 6-0 on 03/20/24
Programs & Services Held 4-0 (Councilor Farrell Not Voting) on 09/18/24

Respectfully Submitted,
Josh Krintzman, Chair
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Telephone
(617) 796-1100

. TDD/TTY
City of Newton, Massachusetts (617) 796-1089

Office of the Mayor Email

rfuller@newtonma.gov

Ruthanne Fuller
Mayor

February 24, 2025

Honorable City Council
Newton City Hall

1000 Commonwealth Avenue
Newton, MA 02459

To the Honorable City Councilors:

I am pleased to appoint Rabbi Keith Stern of 115 Hunnewell Avenue, Newton as a
Newton Library Trustee. Rabbi Stern’s term of office shall expire on June 30, 2029 and
the appointment is subject to your confirmation. The Library Trustee members have
five year terms staggered over the five year period in accordance with Newton City
ordinance. Rabbi Stern will be serving the term expiring June 2029.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Warmly,

T R Foles

Ruthanne Fuller
Mayor

1000 Commonwealth Avenue Newton, Massachusetts 02459

www.newtonima. gov
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Newton, MA Boards & Commissions Submit Date: Feb 03, 2025
Application Form

Profile
Keith . o ~ Stern
First Name Middle Last Name

Initial

Email Address

115 Hunnewell Ave

Home Address ' ' Suite or Apt
Newton S oA 02458
City State Postal Code

What Ward do you live in?

¥ Ward 5

Primary Phone Alternate Phone
Temple Beth Avodah ~ Senior rabbi
Employer Job Title

Which Boards would you like to apply for?

Library Trustee: Submitted

Ethnicity
¥ Caucasian/Non-Hispanic
Gender

¥ Male

Interests & Experiences

Please tell us about yourself and why you want to serve.

Why are you interested in serving on a board or commission?

I have loved libraries since my mom began taking me to our local branch 67 years ago. | am
a believer in the ready availability of knowledge and insight and enlightenment and
entertainment to the public. An educated citizenry is a guard against tyranny and prejudice. |
know things can be controversial around library acquisitions and art installations... but | am
a stalwart believer in freedom of speech and the access to all information. | would be
honored to be a Newton Free Public Library trustee. It would make my mother so proud!

inIoad a Resume

Keith Stern
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Rabbi Keith Stern

Congregation Beth Avodah
High Holidays 2023

BOOKS

Ilove books. Ilove the way they feel. I love the smell of new books, the ink and the
glue. The covers and the dustjackets are next-level ecstasy, a personal museum of art
and design. Even the comments on the back are beautiful to me. I love first editions
and gently used paperbacks, the ones that you find on the shelves of rental properties,
from Hyannis to Provincetown and back again. Ilove books fiercely, fully,
possessively.

I can trace this ongoing love affair to 1961. I had been sent home from school with
muscle aches and a fever. I was sweaty and limp and wrung-out with fatigue. Within
24 hours, my glands began to swell. It turned out that I had a case of the mumps.

As you may know, there’s no treatment for mumps beyond bedrest and something to
control the pain. I was isolated in my bedroom and occasionally hallucinating. There
were no distractions except for an occasional knock on the door. These were the days
long before screens. No TV. No iPad. No cell phone. No nothing.

I slept alot— what else was there for a sick boy to do? But a few days into my infirmity,
a miracle occurred. Four boxes arrived at our home in Cromwell, Connecticut. And in
the boxes? The World Book Encyclopedia. Unbeknownst to me, my parents had
ordered it. We received the moderately priced edition, you know? Not the lower-end
blue one; not the fancy-pants high end edition — the rich-kid set in white and green.
But the ones bound in red, genuine fake leatherette. My mother lugged the boxes into
my room. And as she opened each box, I became more and more excited. The arrival of
those books felt like a gift from God.

Over the next several days, I applied myself, systematically leafing through all
nineteen volumes, plus the reading and study guide that came with the set. It was as if
a hundred sluice gates opened at once, filling me up with the knowledge of the
universe. The capital of Peru, Lima, was built in a desert! Cashew nuts grow on trees!
They're seeds from something called a cashew apple! Millard Fillmore was a really bad
president. The kiwi is a flightless bird in New Zealand!

There were endless articles, and so many maps! So many pictures of machines and
flags and meercats and siege engines. So many entries about presidents and wars and
planets and explorers and inventions. This limitless sea of information thrilled me and
carried me through my sad little illness. The books covered my bed, constant
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companions. I recovered from the mumps. But I never recovered from this intoxicating
love. I was smitten by books, gob smacked by books, and that’s where I remain to this
very day. I continued to peruse the World Book all the way through high school.

And then a new ritual began to shape my childhood. Once a week, my mother would
take me to the Russell Library in Middletown, Connecticut. Mrs. Russell donated the
library in the 1820s in memory of her husband, Mr. Russell, who became
extraordinarily rich exporting silk, tea, and opium from China. I loved that library, so
big and Gothic. It had an austere 19™ century feel and had the look of a Wes Anderson
movie set. At first it felt powerfully intimidating, just walking through the heavy doors
to the stacks. In time, however, Russell Library came to feel like home.

I loved Russell Library more than any ballfield or gymnasium. It was my space to
explore. No one looked over my shoulder as I leafed through the books. No one
questioned what I wanted to learn about. It was all about my own personal pile of
books, the one I carried to where Miss Hatch presided. Was she 40? Was she 60? Was
she a million years old? I couldn’t tell. I feared her and Iloved her. This massive
repository was her hereditary kingdom, and I was a serf, requesting a treasure from
her trove.

Miss Hatch—severe but not judgmental, unless one made “unnecessary” noise — stood
behind the circulation desk table, peering at me through her spectacles. “Alright Keith,
Let’s see what you’ve got.” (Yes, she knew my name!) As she stamped each circulation
card she would nod, occasionally saying things like, “If you enjoy this book about
World War I, I would suggest you have a look at Biggles Learns to Fly.” She never said I
shouldn’t or couldn’t read a book. Her suggestions were all about expanding my
understanding of the world. Miss Hatch recommended, but never edited my choices.
As a truly significant goddess and librarian, she understood that her job wasn’t to limit
children's exploration of the world. Rather it was to open it ever wider.

And as my love for books continued to grow, I began a parallel odyssey in Hebrew
School. I learned early on that part of being Jewish was to cherish and respect the
books of our tradition. When I attended Junior Congregation on Shabbat, the theater of
the Morning Service was never lost on me. Here comes the Torah. Touch it with your
book. Then kiss the place on the book where it touched the Torah. Sure, some of my
friends behaved like jerks, but I somehow understood that this was my moment.
Kissing the Torah was supposed to show my love for God. But this custom allowed me
to show my love for books. The quintessential Book. The Book of all books.
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And as we got deeper in the service, the drama continued. On all those Saturday
mornings at Adath Israel in Middletown, every last person who was called to the Torah
would touch the place where the Torah Reader began and then kiss the tallis he used
for the task. And then at the end, he would kiss again. Because the words were sacred.
Because the words are sacred. Because reading is a sacred, intimate act, a
sacramental moment.

But it’s not just for the Torah that we show this love. Any sacred book makes a claim
for veneration. One day in fourth-grade Hebrew class with Mr. Kleiman, I learned that
if you drop a siddur or the book of Psalms or a High Holiday prayerbook, you are
obligated to immediately pick it up and kiss it. What a concept for an eight-year-old
who loved books. Of course you kiss it! It made total sense: the book was alive and so
was .

After that, almost every night after bedtime, I would hide under the covers, reading by
my Cub Scout flashlight. When I was done reading for the evening—a bio of Woodrow
Wilson, a Rick Brandt science adventure, even Know Your Rocks and Minerals—I'd
close the book and kiss it goodnight. The book title or author made no difference. It
sounds deranged, but it made sense to me. The act of filling my mind and feeding my
curiosity was a sacred act in my nine-year-old psyche. All books deserved a kind of
care and respect, whether it was a Siddur or Biggles Learns to Fly.

Rudine Sims Bishop, a scholar of children’s literature, wrote a beautiful essay over
thirty years ago she titled, Mirrors, Windows, and Sliding Glass Doors. She explains
the power of literature for children and, I would add, for adults, as well. Bishop
describes how books can act as mirrors when they reflect the reader's own life
experiences. This is particularly important in the world of young people. Seeing
themselves in literature can help them form their identity and validate their
experiences in a chaotic world. And when a child feels isolated because they are
Black or Jewish or gay or lonely or a self-described loner, a book powerfully says,
“You aren’t the only one.”

Books can be windows when they let us see into the lives and experiences of others,
broadening the worldview of the one who reads them. They allow our children to
explore different worlds and cultures, building empathy and understanding. Reading
about others who are not like us makes us better human beings. Her central claim
rings with truth: reading is an act of growth and joy and courage. It changes lives. It
makes us resistant to moral failure.

And that is something that even tyrants understand. Perhaps they understand it even
better than we do. I remember the very moment I came to know this. At8 or 9, I
stumbled on a documentary that included a grainy film clip from Berlin in 1933.
There it was: a bonfire burning in the square in the city, ringed by a gleeful circle of
men. The cobblestones reflected the light of the fire. One after another, these men
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tossed books into the flames. It shocked me in a way I will never forget. People were
actually burning books?? An act that seemed to me impossibly obscene was playing
out on the screen in front of me. I was outraged and devastated. Who would do such a
thing? What kind of monsters were these, destroying books?

What I came to understand is now a commonplace: Nazi ideologues sought to control
knowledge by rooting out the themes that did not fit their narrative. The German
people had to be protected from the Other. Any ideas, any story, any historical account
that went against the reactionary Nazi version of peoplehood was deemed toxic and
had to be forcefully eliminated. The books that were burned were seen as "un-
German" and "corrupting," and their destruction reinforced the Nazi party's message:
racial purity and conformity uber alles. The Nazis had no use for mirrors or windows,
for the sliding doors of Rudine Sims Bishop.. What they intuited was that intellectual
freedom was dangerous. Diversity and pluralism would subvert their cause.

And seventy years later, their descendants believe the same. Seven decades after the
book burnings in Nazi Germany, there are forces at work in our own country—and
others—seeking to crush the highest values of a free society. National organizations
with names like Moms for Liberty, MassResistance, Mary in the Library, and
Power2Parent, spend hundreds of thousands of dollars annually to strongarm boards
of education and librarians to ban the books that threaten their prejudices. They target
and harass teachers and principals as they conspire to remove picture books and
young adult fiction, so they do not pollute schools and public libraries.

To be clear, these organizations are not burning books. But they are aggressively
working to ban the literature that explores race and gender and sexuality and
differentness. The resulting harm is now ubiquitous, affecting pedagogy and
intellectual freedom and placing limits on professional autonomy. And the
repercussions extend well beyond that to affect the wellbeing of students constrained
by these bans.

All kids deserve to see themselves in books, and they deserve access to a diversity of
stories and perspectives that help them understand and navigate the world. That
means gay kids, trans kids, and children of color. Public schools that ban books
reflecting diverse identities risk creating a monocultural world where pluralism and
diversity have been smashed and broken. These bans pose a dangerous precedent,
intersecting as they do with other movements to block or curtail the advances in civil
rights for everyone who has been historically marginalized.
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But we, the Jews, have to stand in the way. We call ourselves People of the Book. We
carry that banner with a deep sense of pride. Jews honor all the ways wisdom is
shared and respected, especially when it is contained between the cover of a book..
We must promote a culture of inclusivity and diversity, where all individuals are
valued and respected and where freedom of expression and intellectual diversity is
cultivated and valorized in the free trade of books.

Because everything influences everything else. From a Jewish perspective, the act of
book banning cannot be viewed in isolation from history. Burning books and bodies
are part of the same continuum. The collective memory of the People Israel

contains a warning as profound as Auschwitz. We must be wary and watchful of any
effort to censor or control intellectual discourse. And we must valorize and uphold the
opposite ideology, the one that supports dialogue and the interchange of ideas. As the
famous Talmudic dictum goes, "Just as no two faces are the same, no two human
minds are the same." That calls on all of us to celebrate diversity in thought and to
abhor the inherent dangers of book banning.

That doesn’t mean that we will agree with everything we read. I can read Das Kapital
by Karl Marx and not become a communist sympathizer. I can read a bio of Vladimir
Putin without signing up for the Wagner group. I can read Crime and Punishment
without becoming a murderer. Teens can read Gender Queer: A Memoir by Maia
Kobabe or All Boys Aren't Blue by George M. Johnson without identifying themselves
as gay. They will see through the window at how others live in the world, and my kids
and yours will be the better for it. It’s the library’s job to make the books available and
the parent’s job to guide and reflect. But the moment a parent attempts to limit access
for someone else’s kid because they deem a book “filthy” or “subversive” is the
moment when we have no choice but to act.

So what can we do in the face of this formidable challenge to freedom of thought and
freedom of speech? First, support your local library. It sounds so boring but become a
friend of the library. Participate in their various fundraisers and lectures. I've posted
every nearby library on our website and every one of them is hungry for your
patronage. Remember to greet the staff warmly when you enter and tell them that you
support their independence. We have to normalize public support for librarians

and make it overt, explicit and amiably reassuring. Imagine yourself as a public
librarian smack in the maelstrom of culture war savagery. You’d appreciate every
patron who said hello and dropped off a dozen donuts at your desk.

Second, join PEN America tomorrow. Founded in 1922, it is the largest of the more
than 100 centers worldwide that make up the PEN International network. PEN
America works to ensure that people everywhere have the freedom to create
literature, to convey provocative information and ideas, to express their views, and to
access the ideas of others. I have been a member for the last two decades and it is
among my most meaningful affiliations.
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Third, join the American Library Association, the largest and most respected library
membership organization.. It is a community of people working together to ensure that
libraries remain vital centers of literacy and that every American enjoys access and
opportunity. When you get involved, people without resources will benefit.

Fourth, go buy banned books at Newtonville Books or Hummingbird Books, or
Brookline Booksmith. We are lucky to have such quality bookstores in our area. They
are owned and run by quality human beings. Support their independent businesses,
and support the struggling authors on their shelves.

And finally, we need to be bold and colorful. I'm taking my cues here from my friend
Marc in Tulsa. Whenever a book is banned in Oklahoma, he buys a few copies and
then puts out a press release and says “come and get it”. He did it with Spigelman’s
graphic novel, Maus, and did it again with Where the Wild Things Are. 1 will be doing
the same at Beth Avodah.

Because this issue will not simply go away. Freedom of speech and freedom of access
are essential values in this tradition we hold so dear. I'm not going to stand looking
down from some balcony while white supremists form a circle in the night and toss
signifiers of civilization in the fire. That’s already happened too many times in our
history.

Our enemies start by burning our books. This is America and America is different, but
not so different that good triumphs automatically. Do it for Miss Hatch. Do it for Mr.
Kleiman. Do it for Rudine Sims Bishop. Do it for us and our kids and grandkids. If you
love books like I do, if you believe that all children and all adults must have free,
unimpeded access to the windows and the mirrors and the sliding doors of our public
libraries, I call on all of us to make sure that it triumphs. Books are precious, and so
are the ones who write them, read them, and protect them. And kiss a book for me.
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Michelle Howard-Sparks, PhD

- I -
Experienced executive leader with a results-driven approach to increasing corporate value through risk-
based strategies for drug product development, innovation, and patent creation/expansion. Strategic
planning and leadership experience in CMC, Nonclinical, Drug-Device Combination, User Design,
Portfolio Management, and Clinical Supply in Contract and in on-site sterile GMP manufacturing
facilities. Equally comfortable in start-up biotech as well as large pharma. Proven success in leading high-
performing teams of PhD-level scientists and engineers. Highly collaborative at cross-functional
interfaces.

Core Competencies and Achievements

e Responsible for the development through validation of 5 FDA/EMA approved products OPANA®
ER, OPANA®, DAPIRING™, ABSTRAL®, NINLARO® and additional development products into Ph 3.

e Enabled capital fundraising of over $513 million over 5 years by delivering scientific data to drive
pipeline progress and creating key scientific messages for external stakeholders.

e Author and lead CMC, nonclinical, and clinical pharmacology topics during global regulatory
meetings for multiple INDs.
Leverage global strategies to enable fast to first-in-human for initial IND/IMPD.
Develop complex drug products and drug delivery technology to optimize the target therapeutic
profile and expand patent estate with market approval in mind.

e Management of CMOs, global strategic alliances, and partners.

EyePoint Pharmaceuticals (NASDAQ: EYPT) — Watertown MA

EyePoint is a publicly traded clinical-stage biotechnology company with 100-150 employees and a market
capitalization of approximately $S676M. Eyepoint develops and commercializes innovative ocular
intravitreal implants/inserts (IVTs) for the chronic treatment of serious retinal disease.

Vice President, Product Development, 2019 - Present

® Responsible for leading CMC, Nonclinical, and Device development teams across internal
development programs for DURAVYU™, EYP-2301 prodrug, and external partner development
programs.
Lead development of innovative intravitreal Duraject Injector from concept to clinic-ready.
Interim Head of CMC, 2 yrs with 8 direct reports.
Lead preclinical and device interactions at FDA meetings for DURAVYU™ (IND — EOP2), author
regulatory questions and briefing book, interpret FDA comments, and provide resolution.

e Established and led PMO 2021-2023, to create the first integrated cross-functional timelines for
portfolio projects through NDA submission.

® Authored CMC sections for multiple post-approval regulatory filings for YUTIQ 180™ (needle
siliconization, modified plunger tab), YUTIQ 50™ (introduction of new strength), DEXYCU™.
Inventor on Duraject™ Injector family of functional design patents
Co-inventor of Durasert E™ family of formulation patents
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Zafgen (NASDAQ: ZFGN) — Boston MA

Zafgen was a clinical-stage biotechnology company developing MetAP2 inhibitors for the treatment of
obesity, diabetes, NASH and metabolic disease. IPO June 2014. In 2020 Zafgen merged with Chondria
Therapeutics in a reverse SPAC to form Larimar Therapeutics.

Head of Drug Product Development, 2014 — 2019

e Authored CMC section of 5 INDs: ZGN-440 (Phase 2 - Phase 3), ZGN-1061 (Phase 1 - Phase 2), ZGN-
1258 (Initial IND), ZGN-839 (Initial IND), ZGN-770 (Initial IND withdrawn). CMC representative for
multiple face-to-face pre-IND and EOP2 regulatory meetings with FDA and IMPD/CTA with EMA.

® Lead CMC development team activities to support IND through Phase 3 supplies, management of
IVRS CMO, supply chain, and COGS estimates.

e Conducted human usability studies, created training videos and instructions for use in the
subcutaneous injection process of vial to vial and vial to syringe of Phase 1 — Phase 3 clinical kits.

e Contributing author of SEC documentation for identification of CMC-based corporate risk factors
and risk mitigation strategies.

e |dentify Phase 1 clinical sites capable of extemporaneous sterile injectable compounding for fast
to first in human studies. Lead bioanalytical method validation and contributed to clinical lab
manual for collection, storage, and shipment of clinical bioanalytical samples.

Millennium/Takeda Pharmaceuticals (NYSE: TAK) — Cambridge MA

Global pharmaceutical company with over 49,000 employees worldwide and a market capitalization of
544B. Millennium Pharmaceuticals developed and commercialized innovative Oncology and
Gastrointestinal therapeutics for Takeda Pharmaceuticals.

Associate Director, Pharmaceutical Sciences, 2010 — 2014

® Led CMC formulation department of 10 formulation scientists responsible for an oral oncology
product pipeline. The team planned and executed process development, registration, and
validation of NINLARO® capsules.
Hosted 2 Japanese secondees as direct reports for 1-year rotation each.
Served as global CMC team lead for multiple clinical phase development programs.
Led global cross-functional Quality by Design and Britest initiatives implemented globally into
CMC manufacturing practices.



#79-25

International Partnerships for Microbicides (NGO) — Silver Spring MD

A Gates Foundation, not-for-profit, Product Development Partnership (PDP) with less than 50 employees,
developing innovative products for the prevention of HIV transmission.

Director, Pharmaceutical Development, 2008 - 2010

e Led CMC team responsible for pipeline development for a variety of vaginal delivery forms and
specifically the initial formulation and process development of DAPIRING™ an injection molded
silicone ring offering 90 days of zero-order release kinetics.

o Positive opinion issued by EMA, approved by South African Regulatory Agency and
additional African countries in 2021 and WHO recommended for prevention of HIV
transmission in 2022.

Provided quarterly updates to Science Advisory Committee and Board of Directors
Regular interaction with MHRA regarding scientific advice on preclinical species selection and
compatibility studies for silicone-based vaginal rings

e Responsible for providing CMC sections of IMPD/CTA, cGMP supply of global Phase 1 and Phase
2 clinical trial materials, instructions for use and training of principal investigators during
investigator meetings in Capetown and Johannesburg, South Africa.

Endo Pharmaceuticals, Inc. (NASDAQ: ENDO) — Garden City NY and Chadds Ford PA

A global branded and generic specialty pharmaceutical company formed in 1997 in a leveraged buy-out of
DuPont Merck pain management portfolio. IPO in 2000.

Various Roles and Promotions, 1999- 2008

Associate Director, Pharmaceutical Development, NDA Group, 2006 - 2008
Manager, Manufacturing Operations, 2005- 2006

Sr Specialist, Manufacturing Operations, 2003 - 2005

Sr Formulation Scientist, Pharmaceutical Development, 2002 - 2003
Formulation Scientist, Pharmaceutical Development, 1999 — 2002

Manufacturing operations representative serving on OPANA® commercial launch team.
Responsible for executing validation and commercial supply of FROVA® Sublingual Tablet from
Ireland manufacturing site (licensed from Vernalis).

e Responsible for technical transfer and authoring CMC regulatory sections of 29 SKUs of
commercial drug products from Manti PR to new US CMOs including: NUMORPHAN® for Injection,
NUMORPHANZ® Suppository, NARCAN® for Injection, PERCOCET® Tablets, PERCODAN® Tablets,
ENDOCET Tablets (Gen), ENDODAN Tablets (Gen).

® Responsible for the development through validation of ABSTRAL® Sublingual Tablets, 5 strengths.

o NDA approved 2011

e Responsible for the development through validation of OPANA® Extended Release (ER) 4

strengths and Immediate Release (IR) Tablets, 2 strengths.

o 2 NDAs approved 2006
Main contributor to multiple abuse deterrent patents for OPANA® ER Tablets.
Maintained DEA license for 9 years.
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EDUCATION

PhD, Medicinal Chemistry, University of Kentucky, College of Pharmacy

BS, Biology, University of Kentucky, College of Arts and Sciences

PATENTS

1.
2.
3.
4.

Abuse Resistant Opioid Dosage Form: Patent EP1531792/ EP1389092 A1 and B2, May 10, 2002
Invention Record: Novel Polymorph of EN3215, Oct 31, 2003.
Robust Sustained Release Formulation of Oxymorphone: Patent US 20080085305, Apr 10, 2008

Robust Sustained Release Formulations of Oxymorphone and Methods of Use Thereof: Patent
EP2097070, Sep 9, 2009

5. Lyophilized Compositions Containing a METAP-2 Inhibitor: Patent US 2017273932A1, Sep 9, 2017

Bioerodable Ocular Drug Delivery Insert and Therapeutic Method: International Patent 2022/056392
Al Mar 2022

Injector for Delivering Implants: International Patent WO 23/059550 A1, Apr 2023
Ocular Injector Ornamental Design: Design - Nonprovisional Patent Application 29/870327, Jan 2023

PUBLICATIONS AND MANUSCRIPTS IN DRAFT

1.

2.

M Howard, H Sen, S Capoor, RH Herfel, PA Crooks, and MK Jacobson: Measurement of Adenosine
Concentration in Aqueous and Vitreous. Investigative Ophthalmology and Visual Sciences. 1998.

M Howard-Sparks and A Gawlikowski: Evaluation of Blend Uniformity based on 2003 Stratified
Sampling Guidance and 1999 Blend Uniformity Analysis Guidance: Product A. PDA J. Pharma. Sci and
Tech. Vol 58, No 4, 2004

. M Howard-Sparks, A Al-Ghaneneem, A P Pearson, PA Crooks: Evaluation of 3a,21-Di(N-1-

methoxycarbonyl-2,4-dioso-5-fluoropyrimidinyl)17a-hydroxy-5B-pregnan-20-one as a novel potential
antiangiogenic codrug. J of Enzyme Inhibition and Med. Chem., Vol 20, No 5, Oct 2005.

M Howard-Sparks, A Al-Ghaneneem, PA Crooks, A P Pearson: A Novel Chemical Delivery System
Comprising on Ocular Sustained Release Formulation of a 3a, 17a, 21-trihydroxy-5B-pregnan-20-one-
BIS-5-Flourouracil Codrug. Drug Development and Industrial Pharmacy, Vol 33, Issue 6, pp. 677-682,
June 2007

. S Bakri, J Lynch, M Howard-Sparks, S Saim: A Comparison of Pan-Vascular Endothelial Growth Factor

Receptor Inhibitors Vorolanib, Sunitinib and Axitinib: Effects on Receptors and Angiogenesis. PLoS
One, June 2024

. B Avery, R Farjo, D Paggiarino, M Howard-Sparks, J Lynch, K Peters, J Duker, S Saim. Neuroprotective

Effect of Pan-Vascular Endothelial Growth Factor Receptor Inhibitor Vorolanib in a Mouse Model of
Retinal Detachment. In Review

B Kupperman, M Howard-Sparks, J Lynch, C Crean, S Saim: A 12-Month, Single and Repeat Dose
Ocular Pharmacokinetic Study of EYP-1901, A Sustained-Release Intravitreal Formulation of the
Tyrosine Kinase Inhibitor, Vorolanib: In Draft
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PODIUM PRESENTATIONS

1.

5.

“Evaluation of a Novel Steroid in the Treatment of Angiogenesis” West Virginia, School of Pharmacy,
Morgantown, WV, 1994,
“The Development of a Novel Drug Delivery Device for the Treatment of Ocular Neovascularization”
University of Kentucky, College of Pharmacy, Lexington, KY, 1996.
“Detection of Adenosine in Intraocular Fluids” Association for Research in Vision and Ophthalmology,
Ft. Lauderdale, FL., 1996.
“X-Ray Diffraction of a Monotropic Polymorph” Endo Pharmaceuticals, Inc., Garden City, NY, October,
2002.
“Neuroprotective Effect of Tyrosine Kinase Inhibitor Vorolanib in a Mouse Model of Retinal
Detachment” EyePoint Pharmaceuticals, Association for Research in Vision and Ophthalmology, New
Orleans, May 2023.
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

#79-25

Howard-Sparks M, Cynkowska G, Cynkowski T, Pearson AP, Crooks PA and Ashton P; Synthesis and
Evaluation of Hydrolysis Kinetics for Two Novel Angiostatic Codrugs. AAPS 1998

Sparks M, Edwards KL, Malcolm K, Kiser P, Johnson T, Loxley A; Drug Release Characteristics of
Dapivirine and Tenofovir from Vaginal Rings Consisting of Ethylene Vinyl Acetate, Silicone or
Polyurethane Polymers, AAPS 2009

Howard-Sparks M, Saim S, Farjo R, Paggiarino D, Duker J, Lurker N; Neuroprotective Effect of Tyrosine

Kinase Inhibitor Vorolanib in a Mouse Model of Retinal Detachment, submitted for publication, ARVO
2023.

Avery B, Lynch J, Howard-Sparks M, Saim S: Receptor Inhibition and Neuroprotection with Tyrosine
Kinase Inhibitor Vorolanib for Retinal and Choroidal Diseases, AAO 2023

Singh R, Peters K, Howard-Sparks M, Saim S: A 12-Month, Ocular Pharmacokinetic Study of EYP-1901,
A Sustained Release, Intravitreal Formulation of the Tyrosine Kinase Inhibitor Vorolanib. ASRS 2023
Kuppermann B, Howard-Sparks M, Crean C, Saim S: Plasma pharmacokinetics of single- and repeat-
dose intravitreal EYP-1901 (vorolanib in Durasert®) in rabbits over 12 month period, ARVO 2024

Lynch J, Bakri S, Howard-Sparks M, Sainte-Juste S, Saim S: Mechanism of action of vorolanib and
differentiation from other anti-vascular endothelial growth factor receptor tyrosine kinase inhibitors,
ARVO 2024

Hsieh T, Kupperman B, Howard-Sparks M, Crean C, Saim S: Plasma Pharmacokinetics of Single-and
Repeat-Dose Intravitreal EYP-1901 (Vorolanib in Durasert®) in Rabbits Over 12 Months, ARVO 2024
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Councilor Albright and.... requesting formal recognition of the Newton Cultural Council. The
Ordinance that created the original group ( the Cultural Affairs Commission in Chapter 7 section 30,
Cultural Affairs) is out of date; the group now has a different name, and therefore the NEA will not
fund the Cultural Council as it has no formal foundation in Newton. In addition to this resolution,
the ordinance should be fixed but this resolution is an immediate fix to allow grant applications to
go forward.

Mr. Christopher Pitts, former Co-Chair of the Newton Cultural Council, has requested that the
Newton City Council formally recognize the Newton Cultural Council. This recognition is needed in
order for the Council to be eligible to apply for a Local Programs grant from the National
Endowment for the Arts.

A Resolution from the Council should contain the following language:

The goal of the Newton Cultural Council is to contribute to the cultural vitality of Newton by funding
excellence in creative, cultural and humanistic projects of Newton cultural organizations, artists,
and humanists that benefit and enrich our community. Since 1998, the Newton Cultural Council
has awarded over half a million dollars to grant applicants to enhance the cultural fabric of our city.

COUNCILORS ALBRIGHT, DANBERG, HUMPHREY, DOWNS, KALIS, KRINTZMAN, GETZ, LAREDO,
BIXBY, WRIGHT, LIPOF, AND LOBOVITS requesting a resolution to formally recognize the Newton
Cultural Council.
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CITY OF NEWTON

IN CITY COUNCIL

, 2025
RESOLUTION
Resolution recognizing the Newton Cultural Council
WHEREAS the City of Newton strives to support programming for the arts within the city; and

WHEREAS the goal of the Newton Cultural Council is to contribute to the cultural vitality of
Newton; and

WHEREAS the Newton Cultural Council funds creative, cultural and humanistic projects of
Newton cultural organizations, artists, and humanists that benefit and enrich our community;
and

WHEREAS the Newton Cultural Council has awarded over half a million dollars to grant
applications to enhance the cultural fabric of our city since 1998.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that:

1. The Newton City Council formally recognizes the Newton Cultural Council as the cultural
affairs commission of the City of Newton; and

2. The Newton City Council supports the Newton Cultural Council in its application for grants
from the National Endowment for the Arts.

Under Suspension of Rules
Readings Waived and Approved

(SGD) CAROL MOORE
City Clerk
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