
NEWTON UPPER FALLS AREA COUNCIL 
JULY Meeting Minutes  
Location: Emerson Community Meeting Room (Hybrid meeting) 
Participation Details: Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/714158912 
 
Date: Thursday, July 18, 2024 
Time: 7:00 PM 
A G E N D A D E T A I L S 

I. ADMINISTRATIVE 
Meeting commenced at 7:04pm 
Members of NUFAC in attendance: 
Julie Irish (President) 
Jay Werb (Treasurer) 
Marie Jackson 
Jeff Riklin (Vice President) 
Jack Neville 
Patty Connolly 
Kathaleen Brearley (Secretary) 
Matt Lai 
Paula Kelleher 
 
City Councilors in Attendance 
Rena Getz 
 
a. Approval of Minutes from June Meeting 
Kathaleen motioned, and Marie Jackson seconded the motion to approve the minutes as 
amended. All members voted to approve the minutes as submitted and amended 
b. Treasurer’s Report:  
Jay Werb reported that Northland confirmed their sponsorship to Upper Falls Village Day he is 
waiting to hear back from The Village Bank. The delay might be a transition in management. 
 
     
II. PUBLIC COMMENT /QUESTIONS? 
Lee Fisher would like to have a swap table at Village Day to get rid of usable items to people 
who can use them. Area Councilors, while supportive of this effort, cautioned him that it might 
not work if items were not claimed and left behind to clean up at the end of the event.  
III. NEW BUSINESS 
a. 2024 Ken Newcomb Book Award Presentation 
Sophia Lao and Mary Adyanthaya were both awarded the Ken Newcomb award for their written work 
about their experience as a resident of Upper Falls.  
 
b. Support for Little Lukes Café- Owner Phil Emmanuel attended the meeting to share his experience with 
the City during the renovation of Pettee Square. He was told the sidewalk in front of his shop would be 
completed in April. When he didn’t hear anything further, in May he spoke John Session to report that 75-
80% of his revenue had been lost during this period. After several weeks and communication with 
Anthony? July 8th He promised that he would be done by July19th. Councilor Getz (in attendance) has been 
supportive and gave Phil some concrete ideas regarding compensation. She also contacted Jonathan Yeo 



and John Sisson with no response. Jack Neville also reported a gap between what was promised by the 
Project supervisor and what has been installed.   
The main takeaway from this discussion was that there has been a lack of accurate communication about 
the Pettee Square project since the groundbreaking. Further detail was discussed about granite/cement 
benches when they had previously communicated that there would be wooden benches. It was agreed that 
both The Area Council and Historic Commission draft letters to the City Council to report on all the gaps in 
what was promised and what is being installed. 
c. Pettee Square Improvement project updates- Phil Emmanuel, Jack Neville agreed to help 
document the process and bullet points of main asks (in concurrence with the Historic Commission who will 
also draft a letter). Marie Jackson and Matt Lai suggested that we should ask the Planning 
Committee for proof of ‘constant communication’ with Phil Emmanuel. 
Jay Werb (in his capacity as Northland Liaison Commitee member) provided updates on the timeline for 
the Northland Splash Park. They expect phase 1 to be complete by the end of 2024. The whole project 
will be operational by Spring 2025.  
Jay Werb proposed that given the experience with the Planning Committee with regards to the Pettee 
Square renovation project, it might be good for NUFAC to be proactive about communication with the 
Transportation Committee regarding the upcoming Elliot@Mechanic St Traffic project.   
IV. OLD BUSINESS 
a. Northland traffic mitigation letter to City- Councilor Getz is hopeful that Kent Gonzales will also send his 
endorsement to the City Council and the Mayor’s office.  
b. Village Day planning- Julie Irish has completed all the logistical planning for the event, and she 
received the permit from the city today. 
c. Other Pettee Square improvement ideas were discussed 
V. GENERAL UPPER FALLS NEWS 
      Jeff Riklin reported on some recent houses that have come before the Historic Commission. 
For example;  
981 Chestnut St. still working with Historic Commission. Not in favor of 6 units, proposing 2 units 
1038 Chestnut St/Sullivan Ave- are still working on the second chimney 
300 Elliot St-  are working with MAPAC and will need to come back to Historic Commission 
Robert Cichetti – 4 years ago asked Historic if he could add dormers on the 44 Oak St side of 
the Pettee Barn and is now reviving his request to be additions to the rear of the barn (not 
visible from Oak St. 
 
 
 
 
VI. PUBLIC COMMENT- None 
VII. ADJOURN The location of this meeting is wheelchair accessible and reasonable accommodations 
will be provided 
to persons with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please 
contact the city of Newton’s ADA/Sec. 504 
Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance of the meeting: jfairley@newtonma.gov 
or (617) 796-1253. 
 


