Newton Upper Falls Area Council Meeting Minutes
February 20, 2025
Online only

Area Councilors in attendance:
Jay Werb (Treasurer)
Julie Irish (President)

Jeff Riklin (Vice-President)
Patty Connolly
Marie Jackson

Julie Irish
Matt Lai
Kathaleen Brearley
Jack Neville
Paula Kelleher

City Councilor Rena Getz

I. ADMINISTRATIVE
a. Approval of Minutes from January 2025 Meeting

Jeff Riklin motioned, and Jack Neville seconded the motion to approve the minutes
as submitted

b. Treasurer’s Report
Jay Werb confirmed that there was a balance in the account of approximately
$6376.00. Same balance as last month.

Il. PUBLIC COMMENT /QUESTIONS
n/a



I1l. OLD BUSINESS

a. Pettee Square Improvement Project Updates
Progress updates: Julie Irish reported that there was no official notice from The
Planning Dept. yet as to when they will be able to redo the sidewalk stamping in
Pettee Square, which is already lifting and crumbling.
Betsy Hewitt mentioned that the same thing is happening on the sidewalk further
down Oak street by the Village Falls Condos. Councilor Getz asked Betsy to send
some photos so that she and Jeff Riklin could investigate both the areas as well.

Councilor Getz went to the Traffic Council Meeting and asked about the no turn on
red signs that were recently installed, particularly before it was approved. Julie Irish
reported from Traffic Council Koses that it was a (pedestrian) safety concern. The
Area Council agreed that the no right on red signs should be removed to prevent
traffic backups on Chestnut St.

Councilor Getz reported from the Traffic Council Meeting and will send the new
parking details related to Pettee Square to the Area Council.

b. Northland Revised Special Permit update
Northland will present to the Land Use Committee

Meeting on 25 March to discuss the revised special permit application. Jay Werb
reported that Liaison Committee will meet on March 19t. They were unhappy with
reduced parking and want to remove the exit to the Northland property on Oak St.

Paula contacted the law department about parking that is being used outside of

the Northland site, in particular parking for the Splash Park. The law department
said that she should talk to Inspectional Services Division (ISD), and Councilor Getz

suggested that Anthony Chiccarello can present this question to the City Council.

See: Condition 71 as it applies generally for the permit.

Jeff made a motion to vote on this tonight before the meeting on March 25"
Matt asked Councilor Getz what we can do in terms of the economic implications of
the amended permit application. The City Council is very concerned about the
economic ramifications. A broad discussion about parking ensued.
Councilor Getz mentioned that UFAC could
get these comments in before their Meeting on March 25
A discussion continued questioning the number of affordable units in the revised
special permit application.

Julie Irish motioned a request that Matt Lai draft a note about this to present to City
Council, and she will share this with the other area councilors. All agreed this was a
good way to proceed.



c. Little Luke’s status update
Phil Emmanuel has signed a 3 Year lease with MBTA but it is still unclear whether
the CDC will have any role in the continuing lease.
Jack Neville reported that he has been working with Greg Schwartz’ office to pursue
a clearer resolution.

d. Greenway kiosks Ideas were discussed on how the Greenway Kiosks could
serve as a two-way communication with the community.
Some upcoming events to advertise were mentioned, including Newton Serves
(May 4) and the Hemlock Gorge Cleanup in April.

e. Village Day date
Is still in process but Sept 14 is most likely confirmed

f. Soup Social
Julie Irish contacted Carol Stapleton who forwarded her to an alternative person
and a bit of phone tag with Park and Recreation ensued. Money was paid for the
canceled March 22 or 29" from 4-9 including set up and break down.

g. Elliot Street Calming project
There was some concern about the removal of the guardrails on the corner of
Mechanic@Elliot St. Julie Irish circulated the updated traffic calming design plans
Adrian Ayala might be the traffic engineer to contact about the details if we have
any questions.

h. Upper Falls T-shirts
Julie Irish reported that she is still working on the design with Infinart.



IV. NEW BUSINESS

a. Keno license application-Echo Bridge Restaurant
Julie Irish added this to the Agenda and Councilor Getz said she needs to look at
the details regarding what is legally allowed to be installed. The consensus was
that we need to get the facts from Councilor Getz before we vote on anything.

b. Community Gardens:

Luis Perez Demorizi (Parks and Rec) is positive about the idea of pollinator gardens
behind the Greenway. Councilor Getz added that P and R is concerned about
toxicity of the soil in the ground and the attracting rats/rabbits if eatable plants are
planted.

V. GENERAL UPPER FALLS NEWS

VI. PUBLIC COMMENT
There was discussion about Lupien’s property near Emerson playground/Rockland
PL and Jeff Riklin reported from Historic Commission on ongoing projects in the
historic district.

VII. ADJOURN



