
NEWTON UPPER FALLS AREA COUNCIL 
MEETING MINUTES JANUARY 2025 

Location: Emerson Community Meeting Room  
(Hybrid meeting) 

51 Pettee Street, Upper Falls, 02464 
Participation Details: Join Zoom Meeting 

 
https://zoom.us/j/714158912 

 
Date: Thursday, January 16, 2025 

Time: 7:00 PM 
 

AGENDA DETAILS 
8 Councilors in attendance 

Kathaleen Brearley (Secretary) 
Patty Connolly 

Julie Irish (President) 
Paula Kelleher 

Matt Lai 
Jack Neville 

Jeff Riklin (Vice President) 
Jay Werb (Treasurer) 

 
I. ADMINISTRATIVE 
a. Approval of Minutes from November Meeting  
(no meeting in December) 
Jeff R. motioned, and Kathaleen B. seconded the motion to accept the 
minutes as amended with feedback from Julie.  
 
 
 



b. Election of Officers for 2025 (President, Vice-President, Treasurer, 
Secretary) 
Jeff Riklin motioned the proposal to keep all officers the same as they have 
been. Patty Connolly seconded this motion, and all voted in favor of this 
proposal. 
 
c. Jay Werb reported as Treasurer that the account ended the year at 
approximately $6400 
 
d. Annual Report for 2024 
    Since this was discussed as a task for the President, Julie Irish reported 
that she would work on the report for 2024. 
II. PUBLIC COMMENT /QUESTIONS 
 
III. OLD BUSINESS 
a. Pettee Square Improvement Project Updates 
There was concern expressed that the new Otis Pettee Granite blocks are 
not set back and might be susceptible to damage by a snow plow. 
Relatedly, there are concerns about the sidewalks at each corner were 
unplowable, particularly the Southwest corner. Furniture and bollards are 
still awaiting with expected completion/installation for June 2025.  
b. Splash pad parking- 
Paula K. is concerned that people visiting the Splash Park will park on Oak 
St. and wants to talk to the Law Department about parking as it relates to 
the revised proposal.  
c. Northland project update- Northland have a petition to be 
discussed before the Land Use Committee meeting on Tuesday February 
4th with their modified application for the Special Permit.  

d. Elliot Street update- This project was supposed to happen at 
end of 2024 but was delayed until Spring 2025, according to Ned Cobb. 

Public Hearings are planned for the Spring with construction planned  
commencing in Summer 2025. Generally, the Area Council is concerned 
about the Transportation Funds being redirected outside of Upper Falls. 
Julie Irish has been in touch with Ned Cobb to follow up on the Elliot St 

transportation project.  



e. Little Luke’s re-opening- Phil Emmanuel is hoping to reopen in 
February but Jack Neville and others are working with Greg Schwartz to 

make sure the MBTA is still supporting the CDC in its role as caretaker for 
the property 

f. Greenway kiosks- Julie Irish suggested to put updated and 
perhaps some historical information in the kiosks – K. Brearley will propose 

some historical handouts by next month’s meeting 
For Kiosk: Courtesy comments about dog waste, Newton Serves, etc 
g. Upper Falls T-shirts- Julie Irish has updated the graphics and is 

working with Infinart to get some samples/quotes 
IV. NEW BUSINESS 

a. City of Newton Conflict of Interest training: Julie Irish 
reminded all area councilors to complete the training before 2/1/25. 

b. Date for Village Day 2025 was proposed for  
 Sunday September 14th 11-2 

c. Increasing visibility of Area Councils Julie Irish suggested 
ideas on how we can enhance the visibility of The Area Council  

Jeff and Julie talked about coordinating a Soup Social for March. Julie will 
reach out to Parks and Rec to determine dates the gym will be available 
(late March). Julie also thought we could prepare a welcome packet for 

new residents in the neighborhood to drop off at their houses. 
d. Goals for 2025- Increase visibility of Newton Upper 

Falls Area Council  
V. GENERAL UPPER FALLS NEWS 

Ice and Snow in front of the Depot was discussed 
Betsy H. reported that a few streetlights were out 

High@Winter 
VI. PUBLIC COMMENT 

12 Spring Street- new owners currently petitioning Historic 
981 Chestnut – Appealed to Metro Planning Council for certificate of 

hardship MAPC to support the Historic Commission. 
Jeff Riklin motioned to adjourn and Patty Connolly seconded this motion. 

All voted to adjourn at 8:55pm 
 



The location of this meeting is wheelchair accessible and 
reasonable accommodations will be provided to persons 

with 
disabilities who require assistance. If you need a 

reasonable accommodation, please contact the city of 
Newton’s ADA/Sec. 

504 Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in 
advance of the meeting: jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 

796- 
1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-1089. For 
the Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 

711. 


