NEWTON UPPER FALLS AREA COUNCIL
NOVEMBER 2024 MEETING MINUTES

Location: Emerson Community Meeting Room (Hybrid meeting)
Participation Details online: Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/714158912

Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024

Time: 7:00 PM

AGENDADETAILS
Area Councilors in Attendance

Patty Connolly

Julie Irish (President)

Jeff (Vice President)

Paula Kelleher

Jack Neville

Jay Werb (Treasurer)
Kathaleen Brearley (Secretary)
Matt Lai

Members of the Community
Betsy Hewitt

I. ADMINISTRATIVE
a. Approval of Minutes from October Meeting
Jeff Riklin motioned to approve the minutes as submitted and
Patty Connolly seconded the motion. All members voted to
approve the minutes from October as submitted.

b. Treasurer's Report
Treasurer Jay Werb had no changes to report.

Il. PUBLIC COMMENT /QUESTIONS

Betsy Hewitt reported that the pumping station near Cook’s Bridge the is reeking of the sewer.
Jay Werb recommended that she write up a description of her observations and dates and he
could forward it to Jennifer Steel (Chief Environmental Planner in the City) since it is within 200



ft of the river. Betsy Hewitt also mentioned that the Winter St Street sign has not been
repaired since it was hit by a vehicle. She also mentioned that the Landscapers for Crosspoint
Associates are blowing leaves up the paths onto the Greenway. Julie Irish said she will contact
her Crosspoint Associates contacts to see what they can do to avoid blowing leaves onto the
Greenway.

Ill. OLD BUSINESS

a. Pettee Square Improvement Project Updates

Julie Irish reminded the Council that there was a watering guarantee for one year
for the new plantings (Junipers) that arrived in Pettee Square this week. Julie has
been in touch with Issac Prizant about our shared concerns about the new
plantings. Prizant has also been in touch about ornamental furniture that is still in
the works. Julie has contacted Phil Emmanuel to get his input on the furniture.
Phil Emmanuel is still hoping to open in the next couple of weeks. Julie also
reported on the Class 2 EV Chargers.

The planning Dept reported that they are aiming for the end of Nov/Dec for the
new parking meters to be replaced.

The street lighting is still enroute from ltaly. There was a discussion about the
parking in Pettee Square. The circular bench outside of the Depot still has rotted
beams but Issac Prizant said it had been fixed. At least the rusty screws have
been removed.

b. Northland’s Proposed Changes to Project — Letter from NUFAC

Jay Werb reported on the groundbreaking for the Splash park that there was a
good turnout including some City Councilors. Luis pointed out that Community
Gardens are hot (popular) across the City right now. Jay Werb surveyed what the
other members felt about Community gardens. There was generally a positive
response to the idea of lottery for community garden plots in Pettee Square.

c. Upper Falls T-shirts -There was a discussion about T-shirts from Infinart and
updating the same graphic from previous Upper Falls T-Shirts for the new shirts.

IV. NEW BUSINESS

a. Regarding the Splash Park groundbreaking: Northland is planning to have
parking on Chestnut St for the Splash park. There was general concern about the
reduced parking in Northland’s revised special permit, particularly near the
splash park. Julie Irish reported that 2 City Councilors responded to Jay’s letter
and Kent (G) reported back to Jay that the valet parking will stay in the revised
proposal.

Once The Area Council sees the revised Special Permit application, they will
have another opportunity to give feedback.

b. Cookies, Cocoa and Carols in December — Saturday Dec 14" 5pm- seemed to
be the agreed upon date. Paula Kelleher made a motion to spend any funds
needed to support this event. Jeff Riklin seconded the motion



c. Area Council IT discussion

Jay Werb revisited previous discussions about having a Zoom Business Account
and a reflector account. Julie Irish included that Matt Lai had looked into this and
Jerry Reilly is still paying the MailChimp account. Jerry reassured the group that
it is not costing him extra since he has other Mail Chimp addresses within the
same account.

d. Julie Irish reported that All Star Liquors’ application for an Expanded Keno
Machine was denied by the Licensing Board.

e. Greenway kiosks — Jay would like to add this as a standing item for monthly
meetings to discuss new items to post in the kiosks, as well as removing out of
date notices.

V. GENERAL UPPER FALLS NEWS

103 High St — Has been approved and moving forward with raising the roof for headway
on the stairs to the second floor.

44 Oak St- Has been provisionally approved by the Historic Commission with the
outstanding agreement to return for approval on the vestibule entranceway design in the
back.

981 Chestnut St — The Project proposed by the new owner is still too large and will need
to come back in a year with a new proposed design.

Jeff Riklin made a motion to adjourn the November meeting. Patricia Connolly seconded this
motion to adjourn. Since there was nothing further to report all voted to adjourn @ 8:42pm

VI. PUBLIC COMMENT

VIl. ADJOURN



