Minutes of the Newton Upper Falls Area Council

Pursuant to An Act Relative to Extending Certain State of Emergency
Accommodations, Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022, signed into law by Governor Baker
onJuly 16, 2022, this will be an Online Meeting
Location: Participation Details: Join Zoom only Meeting in October
https://zoom.us/j/714158912

Date: Thursday, October 17, 2024
Time: 7:00 PM

Area Councilor in Attendance
Kathaleen Brearley (Secretary)
Patricia Connolly
Julie Irish (President)

Marie Jackson
Paula Kelleher
Matt Lai
Jack Neville
Jay Werb (Treasurer)

Jeff Riklin (Vice President) Absent

. ADMINISTRATIVE

a. Approval of Minutes from September Meeting

Patty Connolly motioned to approve the amended minutes as submitted and Matt Lai
seconded this motion. All members in attendance approved the minutes from Sept as
submitted.
b. Treasurer’s Report

Jay Werb (Treasurer) reported that following village day in September there is
approximately 6 to 6.5k in the account. Further discussion developed about possible uses
for these funds. Patty Connolly mentioned that if Phil Emmanuel aims to reopen Little
Luke’s in December that we may want to consider ways to support his business.

Il. PUBLIC COMMENT /QUESTIONS IIl. OLD BUSINESS

a. Pettee Square Improvement Project Updates

Julie Irish reported there has been progress on the Road Surfacing/stamping

Plantings in the new beds have been started but much of the landscaping is expected to
begin soon by Nov 1, based on communication with Issac Prizant.

There was a discussion about the cluttered corner @1223 Chestnut St; Although it does
meet ADA guidelines, just barely by a hair, there are approximately 20 High School students
who wait for the bus there are forced to stand on top of the new planter beds because the
new design narrowed the sidewalk; which is a bit dangerous. The ornamental streetlights
are still enroute from Italy. Issac Prizant offered to do a walk through again and will let us



know when the street lighting arrives. Julie Irish suggested we could celebrate Pettee
Square when the project is closer to completion.

IV.NEW BUSINESS

a. Northland’s Proposed Changes to Project — Letter from NUFAC

Drafted by Jay Werb, Matt Lai sent some suggestions to Julie Irish as well. Several of the
members emphasized from last month’s presentation that Northland should not reduce
the number of parking spaces.

b. Elliot Street (@Mechanic) Project update: Has been pushed further into 2025

c. Concern about Linden Street parking and traffic.

Jay used the City’s Parking Plan for the Oak St side streets to illustrate how to mitigate
the increase in parking due to the Splash Park and Northland Complex (Upper Falls Parking
District). Jay reported that the increase in traffic is potentially a problem. After discussing
with Echo (a Linden St resident) who is concerned about the increase in traffic, they
concluded that it might be better to wait until the problem has started before beginning any
petition to the Traffic Council.

Jay Werb drafted a letter about Northland revised proposal that highlights concern that
there will not be enough parking. Also, complementary valet parking should remain
included until it’s clear that it’s not needed.

Specific key issues of concern to include in the letter were discussed:
The loss of tax revenue for the City as a result of less office space and removal of
Townhouses along the Greenway from the proposal

* QOak Street should be one way (entry only)

* Valet Parking Should remain inclusive and Northland residents should not have to

pay for their first parking spot

Jay Werb and Julie Irish will revise the draft and send a copy to the other Area Councilors to
ask for any objections within a week before sending the letter to City Council, Mayor and
Planning Department (with a cc: to Kent G.) This is with the expectation that Northland will
be meeting with city bodies about their revised permit application in November.

V. GENERAL UPPER FALLS NEWS

VI. PUBLIC COMMENT

Julie Reported that there is still currently ongoing negotiation for a new lease owner at
Needham St Crosspoint Associates since Stop and Shop closed in August.

Jack Neville reported that there might be new plans for upgrades to the Braceland

Playground and reported that there might be money to invest in this project. He said to stay

tuned for public meetings scheduled in January to discuss the proposed plans.
VII.ADJOURN



