Minutes

NEWTON UPPER FALLS AREA COUNCIL MEETING
September 19, 2024

Guests from Northland:
Alan Schlesinger
Peter Standish
Michael Mederios

Area Councilors in attendance:
Julie Irish (President)

Jay Werb (Treasurer)
Kathaleen Brearley (Secretary)
Jack Neville

Marie Jackson

Paula Kelleher

Jeff Riklin (Vice President)
Matt Lai

City Councilors in attendance:
Rena Getz

Some Members of the Public in Attendance:
Maxine and Mark Bridger (Champa St)
Geralyn Coticone (Rockland PlI)

Judy Neville (High St)

Nina Kochs (Cottage St)



Meeting location: 156 Oak Street

Entrance to the building can be found on Oak Street, up the steps across from
the intersection of Oak Street and Abbott Street.

Guests who need elevator access can call or text 857-229-5829

Thursday, September 19, 2024 7:00 PM

AGENDA DETAILS

ADMINISTRATIVE

a. Approval of Minutes from August Meeting

Patty Connolly motioned and Jack Neville Seconded the motion. All members in
attendance voted to approve the minutes

b. Treasurer’'s Report

Jay Werb confirmed that following Village Day the NUFAC account seems like it
will be left with the balance that it went into Village Day with. In other words, the
revenue generated from the sponsorships and Event Brite sign ups mostly
covered all the costs.

PUBLIC COMMENT /QUESTIONS

[ll. NEW BUSINESS

a.

Northland’s Presentation of Proposed Changes to Project

Amending the Special Permit application. In the process with the Planning
Department

100 Units in the Pettee Mill Buillding at 156 Oak St

Mike Mederios identified there were ‘legacy” foundations (old buildings)
discovered underneath the demolition work

75% of the below grade (undergrounding) work is completed

Mederios continued to explain that two years of work has been put into the
South Meadowbrook watershed (which drains into the river). This work involved
cleaning up trash, removing invasive species, and reintroducing healthy
plantings with the goal of canopy. There have been ~1000 plantings of
hardwoods on the site.

He pointed out the current work on the Main Street pedestrian connector from
the Greenway, and the Community Park adjacent to the splash park. This will



include a dedicated water meter for the Splash Park.

As a Summary of the revised proposal:

Net reduction of 160K (sq ft?)

Increase of 22 units

Buildings 5 and 8 would be reduced in size (I think)

Parking reduced by 300 spaces

shuttle to Newton Highlands will be retained

Eliminating the Office Space they argue will reduce the level of traffic overall
For the Mill Building, now a residential building would be designed with a more
muted exterior, i.e. less of a glass skyscraper as it was as office space.
Reduction in building 8 down by the old Good Vibrations/AAA

822 new total number of units

of which 144 will be Affordable

Peak Hour Traffic reduction

100,000 Sq Ft of Retail (The question was asked of How many business would
this equate to) 15 — 20 retail might be an estimate. Those in attendance
wondered where are people going to park that are visiting that retail? There was
further discussion about surface parking intended for retail.

His answer was that recent Traffic Analysis on other projects in Newton shows
that there is excessive parking that is not being used and being rented out
instead. 1,300 spaces?

Fall of 2027, three years from now, construction will be completed enough to
finish the permanent pedestrian pathway from the greenway on the eastern
most point down by tower road (Lattice Road)

Jay asked a question about how the latest statistics on Traffic by home deliveries
given that that volume of the traffic since 2019 when the last traffic study was
done. There was further discussion about the pedestrian access points entering
the Northland property to access the retail.

There were extensive questions about parking and related discussions.

There were questions about the approved proposal for the 370 units on the
Christina Street but Peter seemed to indicate that the connectivity with green
trails once the Christiana Street bridge is rebuilt there will be opportunity for
circular connectivity.

5.2M of Transportation Mitigation could be used to balance out improvements
both sides of the greenway.



Councilor Getz asked two questions regarding the public private relationship
with city property on the corridor of the Greenway that would take advantage of
all this space and the potential for connectivity.

She also asked about the possibility of a community space in Building 1 (the Old
Mill building).

B. Village Day debrief
Folks loved the earlier date in September
One thought is to get the posters out earlier to the vendors
Proposed date

c. Elliot Street project — with the current project and bike lane and plan and Issac
Prizant (Josh Ostroff left the City planning office)

V. OLD BUSINESS

a. Pettee Square Improvement Project
The stamping is supposed to be happening this week as part of the traffic
calming
They promised to finish off the furniture, lights and bollards
Parks and Rec are meant to be responsible for doing the plantings

V. GENERAL UPPER FALLS NEWS

Jack updated us that Phil of Little Luke’s will need to hire 3 new staff
(minimum) to help with the re-opening and manage the restaurant.
Therefore, the reopening date is still undetermined.

Jeff Riklin reported on the status of the following projects

16 -20 Winter

981 Chestnut St

44 Oak St work in progress

103 High St work in progress

VI. PUBLIC COMMENT VII. ADJOURN
Meeting adjourned at 9:12pm



