Draft Minutes of the 15 August 2024 Meeting of the Newton Upper Falls Area Council UFAC

Members:

Julie Irish (President) *PRESENT*

JeL Riklin (Vice President). *ABSENT*
Kathaleen Brearley (Secretary) *PRESENT*
Patty McBride Connolly *PRESENT*

Marie Jackson *ABSENT*

Paula Kelleher *PRESENT*

Matt Lai *PRESENT*

Jack Neville *ABSENT*

Jay Werb (Treasurer) *PRESENT*

Guests:

David Stoler
Edward Aucoin
Allen Downs
Stephanie Siroka
Betsy Hewitt
Emma Sabati
Maxine Bridger
Mark Bridger

Administrative

a. Approval of Minutes from July Meeting

Motion to approve with amendments: Kathaleen. Seconded by JeL Riklin. Approved
unanimously.

b. Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer Jay Werb reported two Platinum sponsors ($1000 each) for Village Day,
same as 2023. With these sponsorships, plus reimbursements we haven’t yet received for
Charles River steps, we go into Village Day with roughly $7,500 balance. Public Comment
/ Questions

None



New Business

a. Stop & Shop on Needham Street is scheduled to close later this month. According
to the employees the date is August 23. Councilor Downs is trying to persuade
Crosspoint to rent the space to another grocer as soon as possible. UFAC will reach
out to Crosspoint, but there is probably not much we can do.

Bazais now our only local grocer. Explore with Northland whether itis possible to
re-establish a pedestrian/bicycle connection to Baza from the Greenway, now that
the utility work along Tower Road is complete.

b. Splash Park apparently started construction. Ask Northland to provide a board for
display at Village Day.

c. The Braceland Playground has $50,000 from the Commonwealth for feasibility study
for redesign/upgrade. We don’t know the proposed program and would like to know
before the city spends money on a study.

Old Business

a. Letterrequesting support for Little Lukes Café: Response from Mayor Fuller
received today. Mayor’s office stated that Phil Emanuel was constantly
communicated with and that access to the store was never interrupted. Go Fund
Me, with social media directing business to Grape Leaf (other location for the
business). Matt Lai will investigate a possible social media campaign to support
these efforts. If Matt finds something that in his opinion will help, unanimous
authorization to spend up to $500 and UFAC will reimburse.

b. Pettee Square Improvement Project.

* Poetry question: Proposed location looks OK, but the proposed poetry is
generic considering the rich history of that location. We need a deadline for
community outreach to see if somebody can come up with an alternative. c.
Northland

* Today Northland announced that they want to build 100 apartments within
the empty mill building instead of renovating it into 193,000 square feet of
oLice space. As a result, Northland proposes to remove five of the 15 new
buildings it has planned for the 23-acre site, shrink two other buildings, and
cut back on parking.

The project, should it be approved by the Newton City Council, would drop in
size by about 10 percent from its originally proposed 1.4 million square feet.
The total number of apartments wouldn’t change much — it would go up to
822, including 144 affordable units, up from 800 — and the total of retail and
restaurant space would remain unchanged at 100,000 square feet. Parking,



meanwhile, would drop by about 300 spaces to 1,050 spaces. And Northland
would drop plans for a shuttle to the Newton Highlands stop on the Green
Line, about a mile away, because the demand would fall considerably
without office workers coming to and from the site every day.

* Jaywill ask Northland if they are willing to host the next Upper Falls Area
Council meeting, 7pm 19 September, at the Northland site. At thattime
Northland can make a presentation to the Upper Falls Area Council and
solicit feedback. The meeting will be open and well publicized, we can
expect a substantial crowd. UFAC agreed this will be an in person meeting
only; we will not attempt to make this session work as a remote meeting.
Northland-related issues will be first on the agenda, then other matters that
will be of less interest to the general public.

* Mayor Fuller has offered to attend the next Upper Falls Area Council meeting,
related to letters we have sent to her recently. Presumably she would want
to attend a Northland presentation anyway.

* Regarding the transportation fund, the first tranche of $2.5M is paid to the
city with the first residential building permit. We thought that would occur
around October 2024, which is why we completed our letter in June 2024.
With the changes noted above, the first residential permit will almost
certainly be delayed to sometime in 2025. Somebody from the city offered
to join our meeting in September to discuss our suggestions. All things
considered, Julie Irish will suggest that our October meeting would be a
better choice.

d. Village Day Planning

* 17 registrations so far and we are seeking out more.

* Two nonprofits asked to waive $25 fee. The Area Council agreed to keep the
fee in place without exceptions, as in prior years.

Public Comment

None



