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120 Seminary Ave 

NOI 

Lasell Village invasives removal 

 

 



































 

 

2. 

11 Parsons St 

NOI 

Tear down SFH, construct 2 duplexes 

 

 















 

 

3. 

300 Hammond Pond Parkway 

NOI (continued) 

Repave Parking Lot and Driveway 

 

  







 

 

4. 

528 Boylston 

NOI (Request to continue) 

Multi-Family Building 

  



 

 

5. 

85 Dudley Road 

NOI (Request to continue) 

New Condominium Complex 

  



 

 

6. 

Wallace St (Charles River Country Club) 

Informal Discussion 

New fence in Riverfront Area 

 
 









 

 

7. 

151 Albemarle Rd 

COC Request 

 

  



 

 

8. 

99 Hagen Rd 

COC Re-sign 

  



 

 

9. 

Draft Minutes 
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CITY OF NEWTON, MASSACHUSETTS 
Conservation Commission 

MINUTES 
 

Meeting Date:  March 13, 2025 
Location:   Zoom 
Time:    7:00 pm 
 
This meeting took place via Zoom.  
The meeting opened at 7:00 pm with Dan Green presiding.  
Members Present: Susan Lunin, Leigh Gilligan, Ellen Katz, Jeff Zabel, Kathy 
Cade 
Members Absent: Bob Jampol 
Staff present: Jennifer Steel, Ellen Menounos 
Members of the Public: not recorded due to the remote nature of the 
meeting 

Updates 
• Bob Jampol has been sworn in as a full voting member but had a con-

flict this evening. 

Wetlands Decisions 

1) 250 Albemarle Rd – Informal minor plan change request #239-980 – 
Install Lights at Murphy Field (estimated start 7:00, estimated 
duration: 20 minutes)  

• Owner/Applicant. Newton Parks, Recreation & Culture (Luis Pe-
rez Demorizi)  

• Representatives. Weston & Sampson Eng. (Amanda Gaal) 
• Proposed Project Summary.  

o The addition of field lights at Murphy Field 
o Two options have been provided: 4-pole and 5-pole. Under 

the 4-pole option, 1 pole would be within Riverfront Area 
and Floodplain. Under the 5-pole option, 2 poles would be 
within Riverfront Area and Floodplain.  

o Installation would include trenching for conduit and instal-
lation of deep-set monopole(s) 

• Request. Issue memo approving changes as minor plan changes 
to be reflected in the as-built plans 

• Jurisdiction.  
o Riverfront Area (RFA) 
o Bordering Land Subject to Flooding (BLSF) 

• Documents in packets.  
o Site plans 
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o Photometric plans of the two options (4-pole and 5-pole) 
• Additional documents presented at meeting.  

o none 
• Presentation (Steel) and Discussion.   

o Staff are not concerned about the construction associated with installation, since 
it is all within existing turf fields and will be returned to turf grass. The spoils from 
the excavation will be contained within the erosion control lines shown on the 
plans.   

o Staff are more concerned about light spill. In response to staff concerns, the ap-
plicants have presented two options for the Commission’s consideration: 
• 4-pole option – requires foul line lights to be directed toward the outfield, but 

the contractor plans to angle the foul line lights inward to be more focused on 
the field 

• 5-pole option -- with an extra light pole in the middle, there is more precise 
focus on the field 

o Demorizi indicated that the lights would only be used for the Little League season 
(from mid-April to mid-October) with a general hiatus at the height of summer 
daylight, and would be shut off by 10 pm.  

o Cade asked if the applicants had a preference for one option or the other. 
Demorizi indicated that the 4-pole option was less involved and less costly, but 
the 5-pole option was fine.  

o Green noted that the 5-pole option provided significantly superior lighting of cen-
ter field. Demorizi agreed.  

o Steel indicated that the 5-pole option plans could be integrated into the plan of 
record and the work reflected on the as-built plans.  

• Vote to approve the 5-pole option as a minor plan change, as having the least impact 
on the stream and Riverfront Area. [Motion: Lunin; Second: Zabel; Roll-Call Vote: 
6:0:0]. 

2) 791 Walnut St (Newton Cemetery) – Request for Determination of Applicability – Removal 
of invasive plants (estimated start 7:20, estimated duration: 15 minutes) 

• Owner/Applicant. Newton Cemetery 
• Representatives. Julie Clements 
• Proposed Project Summary.  

o Hand removal of bittersweet, buckthorn, and other invasives. Pull vines when 
feasible and not disturbing the pond edge structure. Cut larger stems to ground 
level. No herbicide treatment at this time. Pruning and pulling to occur before 
bud break 2025. New shoots and vines will be pulled as needed through the 
growing season. 

o Installation of 100-200 live stakes of on-site Red Dosier Dogwood and Pussy & 
Sageleaf Willow approximately 12-18” on center (in hopes of a 50% survival). 
Planting will be completed before budbreak in Spring 2025. 

• Request. Issue a negative Determination of Applicability 
• Jurisdiction.  

o Bank 
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o Land Under Waterbodies and Waterways 
• Performance Standards. Not applicable because no alteration will occur. 
• Documents in packets.  

o Site plan 
o Live-staking information 

• Additional documents presented at meeting.  
o Site photos 

• Presentation (Steel) and Discussion.   
o This is a wholly ecologically beneficial project, but, unfortunately, is not exempt. 
o Steel asked why all the planting would be on the bank and “from pond edge to 

18-24” into pond interior.”  Clements responded that in the wetter environment 
survival would be higher and that the plants would be allowed to spread up-
gradient.  

• Vote to issue a negative 2 and a negative 6 Determination:  
o 2. The work described in the Request is within an area subject to jurisdiction un-

der the Act, but will not remove, fill, dredge, or alter that area. Therefore, said 
work does not require the filing of a Notice of Intent.  

o 6. The area and/or work described in the Request is not subject to additional re-
view and approval by: Newton’s Floodplain Ordinance. No OOC under the bylaw 
is required. 

o [Motion: Cade; Second: Gilligan; Roll-Call Vote: 6:0:0]. 

3) 330 Homer St (Newton Library) – Request for Determination of Applicability – Removal of 
invasives from the swale (estimated start 7:35, estimated duration: 10 minutes) 

• Owner/Applicant. City of Newton (Parks and Rec = custodian) 
• Representatives. Katherine Howard (Newton Conservators, licensed applicator) 
• Proposed Project Summary.  

o Purple Loosestrife. When it is just starting to flower (June/July) the team will pull 
the plants, trying to get as much unbroken root out as possible. They will bag the 
plants and send them to the City’s invasive dumpster at Rumford Ave. 

o Japanese knotweed will be hand pulled on a monthly basis and bagged for dis-
posal in the invasives dumpster at Rumford. Katherine Howard, a licensed herbi-
cide applicator, will undertake a fall application of herbicide (glyphosate aquatic 
and terrestrial custom mix) directly on cut stems of any remaining plants.  

o Both efforts will be multi-year. 
• Request. Issue a negative Determination of Applicability 
• Jurisdiction.  

o BVW 
• Performance Standards. Not applicable because no alteration will occur. 
• Documents in packets.  

o Site plan 
o Narrative 

• Additional documents presented at meeting.  
o none 

• Presentation (Steel) and Discussion.   
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o This is a wholly ecologically beneficial project, but, unfortunately, is not exempt. 
o Howard indicated that the Invasives Group and the Gardening Group have com-

mitted to monthly pulls. Howard noted that herbicide would not be used until 
this fall, if it proved necessary at that point in time. 

o Cade noted the appreciation of the Conservation Commission and many others 
for Howard’s tremendous contributions to invasive control across the City.  

• Vote to issue a negative 2 and a negative 6 Determination:  
o 2. The work described in the Request is within an area subject to jurisdiction un-

der the Act, but will not remove, fill, dredge, or alter that area. Therefore, said 
work does not require the filing of a Notice of Intent.  

o 6. The area and/or work described in the Request is not subject to additional re-
view and approval by: Newton’s Floodplain Ordinance. No OOC under the bylaw 
is required. 

o [Motion: Katz; Second: Gilligan; Roll-Call Vote: 6:0:0]. 

4) 528 Boylston St – Public Hearing for a Notice of Intent (continued) -- 40B development 
multi-family residential building -- DEP File # 239-977 (estimated start time 7:45, estimated 
duration: 5 minutes) 

• Owner/Applicant. Toll Brothers 
• Representatives. Bohler Engineering 
• Proposed Project Summary.  

o A residential building with site amenities 
o Underground parking, surface parking, pedestrian walking path 
o Utilities 
o A stormwater management system 
o Landscaping and mitigation grading and plantings. 

• Request. Continue to April 3, 2025 to allow time for monitoring wells to be dug and  
data to be collected and analyzed. 

• Presentation (Steel).   
o The wells were not installed in time to allow for data collection and analysis. Steel 

is due to visit the wells and witness the first measurements on 3/14/2025. 
• Vote to continue to April 3, 2025 to allow time for monitoring well data to be collected 

and analyzed. [Motion: Lunin; Second: Cade; Roll-Call Vote: 6:0:0]. 

5) 300 Hammond Pond Parkway – Public Hearing for a Notice of Intent (continued) – repaving 
a parking lot -- DEP File # 239-992 (estimated start 7:50, estimated duration: 5 minutes) 

• Owner/Applicant. Boston College 
• Representatives. John Zimmer, South River Environmental 
• Proposed Project Summary (work within Buffer Zone). Repave driveway & parking lot 

o Remove existing asphalt from driveway and parking areas. 
o Grade and compact to level the driveway & parking areas; 
o Install and compact 1.5” of coarse binder base; 
o Install and compact 1.5” of finish asphalt; 
o Place loam and seed as necessary. 
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• Request. Continue to April 3, 2025 to allow time to respond to staff comments and fi-
nalize plans and the stormwater report. 

• Presentation (Steel).   
o The applicants indicate that they will be ready for the 4/3/2025 hearing. 

• Vote to continue to April 3, 2025 to allow time to finalize plans and the stormwater re-
port.  [Motion: Katz; Second: Gilligan; Roll-Call Vote: 6:0:0]. 

6) 85 Dudley Rd – Public Hearing for a Notice of Intent (continued) – stormwater 
management associated with a subdivision – DEP File # 239-995 (estimated start 7:50, 
estimated duration: 30 minutes) 

• Owner/Applicant. Dudley Road Estates, LLC 
• Representatives. Paul McManus, Eco-Tec, Inc.; Laurance S.L. Lee, Esq. 
• Proposed Project Summary. New condominium development 
• Request. Issue an Order of Conditions approving the work 
• Jurisdiction. Now, none, because according to the revised plans, all work has been 

pulled out of the 100-foot buffer zone. 
• Performance Standards. Not applicable because according to the revised plans, no al-

teration will occur withing Conservation Commission jurisdiction. 
• Documents in packets. Revised site plans 
• Additional documents presented at meeting. TBD 
• Presentation (Steel) and Discussion.   

o In response to staff and Commission comments, revised plans were submitted 
showing all work to be outside Conservation Commission jurisdiction.  

o Staff suggested that since there is no longer work proposed within Commission 
jurisdiction, so there are no relevant performance standards and no authority 
given to the Commission to condition the project, so the project application 
should be withdrawn. 
• As per 10.02: Statement of Jurisdiction. (2) Activities Subject to Regulation 

under M.G.L. c. 131, § 40. (d) Activities Outside the Areas Subject to Protec-
tion under M.G.L. c. 131, § 40 and the Buffer Zone. “Any activity proposed or 
undertaken outside the areas specified in 310 CMR 10.02(1) and outside the 
Buffer Zone is not subject to regulation under M.G.L. c. 131, § 40 and does 
not require the filing of a Notice of Intent unless and until that activity actual-
ly alters an Area Subject to Protection under M.G.L. c. 131, § 40. In the event 
that the issuing authority determines that such activity has in fact altered an 
Area Subject to Protection under M.G.L. c. 131, § 40, it may require the filing 
of a Notice of Intent and/or issuance of an Enforcement Order and shall im-
pose such conditions on the activity or any portion thereof as it deems neces-
sary to contribute to the protection of the interests identified in M.G.L. c. 131, 
§ 40.  

o The applicant team, headed by McManus, determined that since the revised 
work will be so close to the buffer zone, they chose not to withdraw the applica-
tion at this time and are requesting a continuation. 

o Lee noted that he had met with the neighbors. 
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o Green noted his concerns about slope stability, runoff, and erosion onto abutting 
parcels.  

o Steel noted that a thoughtful phasing plan and interior sediment and erosion con-
trols would be necessary. 

o Silvia Testa, 84 Adeline Road, asked who she should speak with to address poten-
tial increases in runoff before they occur. Green suggested contacting the Engi-
neering Department. Steel noted that Engineering had not received an official 
application, but that Conservation staff had worked with John Daghlian on and in-
itial review. 

o Carolyn Kraft, 285 Dudley Road, thanked Steel for assisting with the drainage 
problems on Boylston St.  

• Vote to continue to April 3, 2025 to allow time for revised materials to be submitted by 
COB 3/24/2025. [Motion: Gilligan; Second: Katz; Roll-Call Vote: 6:0:0]. 

7) Wallace St. -- Charles River Country Club – informal discussion – new fence, not permitted 
(estimated start 8:20, estimated duration: 10 minutes) 

• Owner/Applicant. Charles River Country Club 
• Representatives. Paul Blanusa 
• Project Summary. Fence installation 
• Request. Continue discussion to the 4/3/2025 meeting 
• Jurisdiction. Riverfront Area 
• Performance Standards. 301CMR 10.02(2)(b)(1)(b) notes that fences in Riverfront Area 

that don’t bar the passage of wildlife are exempt.  
• Documents in packets. Sketch plan and photos 
• Additional documents presented at meeting. Site photos 
• Presentation (Steel) and Discussion.   

o Paul Blanusa asked that this item be continued to the 4/3/2025 meeting when he 
can be present. 

• Consensus to continue to April 3, 2025. 

Decisions (other) 

8) Frank Barney Conservation Area Fairy House Project Proposal (estimated start 8:30, 
estimated duration: 15 minutes) 

• Owner/Applicant. Newton Conservation Commission 
• Representatives. Lisa and Julie Leavitt 
• Proposed Project Summary.  

o 10 fairy/gnome homes along the trail on one of 10 topics: 
• Love of home 
• Love of family 
• Giving back to the earth that sustains us 
• Peace on earth 
• Kindness toward all creatures big and small 
• Humor is the best medicine 
• Nature is worth saving 
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• Pets are lovable 
• Travel keeps us all connected 
• Take care of your neighbors 

o As to materials, since it’s a conservation area, we need to stick to primarily natu-
ral materials like branches, seashells, tree stumps, moss and ferns. However, if 
you do use other materials, they need to be taken away at the end of the season. 

• Request. Provide permission for the work 
• Presentation (Steel) and Discussion.   

o The Leavitts have done a great job of engaging the public with Martin Conserva-
tion Area through their “Martin Poetry Path” efforts.  

o This proposal for fairy houses is a good way to encourage visits by children and 
families to a little-visited Conservation Area.  

o Commissioners were appreciative and supportive. 
• Consensus to allow the project as proposed and ensure protection of the woods by 

providing the same conditions as they have imposed in the past: 
o Small weather-proof signs at both ends of the trail must indicate “Conservation 

Commission permission granted” so others won’t undertake spontaneous instal-
lations. 

o Harvesting of materials must be done “without a trace” so the natural area isn’t 
degraded. 

o Sculptures must be located just off the trail and oriented in a way that foot traffic 
will be encouraged to stay on the trail. 

o Sculptures must be placed within an open area so no clearing of vegetation is 
needed. 

o All materials must be removed within 6 months of installation so that they don’t 
become trail-side “litter”. 

• The applicants joined the meeting after this decision had been made and summarized 
their interests and their next step of soliciting fairy house artists. The Commission 
thanked them for their contributions. 

9) Minutes to be approved (estimated start 8:45, estimated duration: 5 minutes)  
• Documents in packets. Draft 2/20/2025 minutes reviewed by Leigh Gilligan. 
• Vote to approve the 2/20/2025 minutes. [Motion: Lunin; Second: Gilligan; Roll-Call 

Vote: 4:0:2, Zabel and Cade abstaining]. 
• Volunteer. Green volunteered to review the 3/13/2025 minutes.  

Updates and Discussion  
• The current allowance for remote public meetings under Massachusetts' Open Meeting Law 

is set to expire on March 31. There is an opportunity to make the provision permanent. 
(HD.4360, HD. 2863, SD.1850). Commissioners were encouraged to call or write to their 
state legislators if they wanted to voice their opinion. 
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Public Comment -- none 

Other Topics Not Reasonably Anticipated by the Chair 48 Hours before the Meeting  
• 250 Waltham St., Fessenden School inquired about permission to replace the artificial turf 

carpets and natural infill at their two artificial turf fields in Riverfront Area to Cheese Cake 
Brook. Commissioners felt that because of the scale of operations, the need for careful ma-
terials management, and the public interest in the topic and the location, the Commission 
should address the request through a Notice of Intent application. Green noted the value in 
getting feedback on how well the project has worked and the condition of the stormwater 
management system. 

• Katz inquired about encouraging golf courses in the City to get Audubon certification. All 
agreed the program was valuable. Green noted his admittedly old experience with its signifi-
cant expense. Steel agreed to gather more information on where Brae Burn Golf Course 
stands in its efforts to achieve certification and on current costs.  

• 27 Cross St., Gabriel Askinaram, asked if the Commission would allow him to install trees 
that are smaller than the approved plan requires. The plans identify trees 1-3” in diameter. 
The Commission felt that previously approved trees are small enough to be successful and 
should not be exorbitantly expensive. Consensus was to deny the request.  

Adjournment at 8:23. Vote to adjourn. [Motion: Green; Second: Zabel; Roll-Call Vote: 6:0:0]. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The location of this meeting is wheelchair accessible and reasonable accommodations will be 
provided to persons with disabilities requiring assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, 
please contact the city of Newton’s ADA/Sec.504 Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days 
in advance of the meeting: jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. For Telecommunications 
Relay Service, please dial 711 or call City Hall’s TTY/TDD line at 617-796-1089. 
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