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PRESENT:

NEWTON RETIREMENT BOARD MEETING
Tuesday, December 17, 2024 — 9:00 a.m.
Location: Newton City Hall, Room 211

Vice Chairman Anthony Logalbo, Kelly Byrne, Stephen Curley, Lisa Maloney, Esq., Barbara O’'Brien, Scentia
Saintcyr, Deirdre Walsh, Assistant City Solicitor/Retirement Board Counsel Jaclyn Zawada

NOT PRESENT: Chairman Thomas Lopez

RECORD:

VOTED:

VOTED:

RECORED:

VOTED:

VOTED:

VOTED:

Record in minutes that Vice Chairman Logalbo chaired the meeting in Chairman Lopez’ absence.

Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 4-0, to approve the regular session minutes of the meeting
held on November 19, 2024.

Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 4-0, to approve a 3% salary increase effective January 1,
2025, for Director Barbara O'Brien.

Record in minutes Director O'Brien shared confirmation from Pension Technology Group (PTG) that the
acquisition of Morgan Records by Vital Records Control (VRC} will have no adverse impact on the Board’s
scanning project. -
Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 4-0, to approve the monthly financial reporting for month
ending October 2024 (trial balance, related journals, MMDT/Eastern bank statements, MMDT/Eastern Bank
reconciliations, asset allocation, expense budget to actual comparison and cash flow forecast) as prepared
by Director O'Brien.

Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 4-0, to approve the acceptance of the following new

members:
 LastName . | Eirst Name Membérship |~ Department: = ' Position. .0 |
Pease Christopher 1 11/04/24 School School Custodian
Benjamin Ethan 1 11/04/24 Recreation Tree Maintenance
Manzi Kelley 1 11/04/24 School Teacher Aide
Surenian Emma 1 11/04/24 School Teacher Aide
Collins Myles 1 11/06/24 School Teacher Aide
Caldwell Andrew 1 11/12/24 School School Custodian
Panedigrano Patricia 1 11/12/24 Health & Human Serv Case Manager
Compliance
Pennel Lisa 1 11/12/24 City Clerk Coordinator
Riley Matthew 1 11/12/24 School School Custodian
Alicea Jacqueline 1 11/12/24 School Teacher Aide
Chao Kayla 1 11/14/24 School Teacher Aide
Senior Financial
Henry Marc 1 11/18/24 FIS Analyst
Webster Andrew 1 11/18/24 School Teacher Aide
Osias Juclaubern 1 11/20/24 School Teacher Aide
Assist Dir Cultural
Chand Rakashi 1 11/25/24 Recreation Affairs
Martin Benjamin 1 11/25/24 Recreation Program Manager
Callahan Alison 1 10/22/24 School Teacher Aide
Turner Amari 1 11/13/24 School Teacher Alde
Bellevue Angelina 1 11/25/24 School Teacher Aide
Mallison Louis 1 12/02/24 Recreation Tree Maintenance
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RECORD:
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Tracey Nicholas 1 12/02/24 School Teacher Aide
Majano Tiffany 1 12/08/24 School Teacher Aide
Marin Oscar 1 12/09/24 Public Works Survey Tech
McGowan Julia 1 12/09/24 School Teacher Aide

- Record in minutes the Beard voted, by a vote of 4-0, to approve a member survivor allowance pursuant to

M.G.L. Chapter 32, s.12(2)(d) for Maria Williams, widow of Theodore Williams, School Custodian, who died
on November 5, 2024.

Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 4-0, to approve a member survivor allowance pursuant to
M.G.L. Chapter 32, 5.101 to Pauline Carroll, widow of accidental disability retiree, Allan Ciccone, who retired
on May 31, 1983 and died on December 1, 2024.

Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 4-0, to approve the following application(s) for
superannuation and termination retirement pursuant to G.L. ¢. 32, §5 and §10. Retirement Board staff has
verified that the necessary paperwork is in order and has determined all applicants(s} to be eligible for such
benefits:

Member Position Dept. Date of Retirement
Barbara Murphy Executive Assistant School 01/31/2025
Marcia Bergman Teacher Aide School 12/31/2024
Paul Canney Custedian Public Buildings 01/25/2025
Stephen Vezeau Senior Press Operator Purchasing 01/13/2025
Barbara Kurze Senior Preservation Planner |Planning & Development 01/31/2025

Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 4-0, to approve the following expense warrants, as
amended:

Warrant # 28-24 12-18-2024 |Administrative expense/member account disbursements |$§  310,677.33
Warrant # 29-24 12-20-2024 121312024 Contributory pension payroll $ 4,138,036.01

Warrant # 30-24 12-18-2024 14h Quarter 2024 Staff salary expense $ 71,275.49.
Warrant# C10-24 12-18-2024 |Federal Tax $ 14,1561.32

Record in minutes that based on Scott Perella’s oral agreement made in August 2024, Mr. Perella will mail his

payment on the 25% of every month and the re-payment is scheduled to be completed by May 2029. No action

taken by the Board.

Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 3-1 (Board member Byrne voting No), to deny Dori Zaleznik's

request for reconsideration of the Board's August 28, 2024 decision to revoke Ms. Zaleznik's retirement

allowance, collect the overpayment of her benefits and refund her purchase of elected official time

Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 4-0, to reaffirm that the Board shall take no action and shall

table the following items, in regard to Dori Zaleznik, pending resolution of all litigation:

» Issuance of the refund, with no interest, of the elected official service credit purchase to Ms. Zalenzik;
and

» Consideration of Ms. Zaleznik’s request to waive the repayment of funds owed to the System pursuant to
M.G.L. ¢. 32, 5.20(5)(c)(3).

Record in minutes Director O’Brien reported that the date of the next monthly meeting with Human
Resources has not yet been scheduled.

Record in minutes that the hearing requested by Michael Abbruzzese, James McCarthy, and Thomas
McCarthy, regarding 2023 excess earnings and refunds due the system, was held on December 13, 2024.
Record in minutes Vice Chairman Logalbo reported that the System’s actuary, Kathleen Riley, opined that
the Board’s proposed change to the veterans’ buyback installment plan, as voted at its 10/29/24 meeting,
would have no negative actuarial implications to the System.
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Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 4-0, to reaffirm its vote taken on 10/29/24, to revise the
installment plan for Veterans Buybacks as follows: A minimum two-payment installment plan- The first
payment would be a down payment of $25.00 due before the member accrues 11 years of creditable service
or by August 8, 2025, whichever is later. The remainder would be due by the effective date of retirement.
The member has the option to make additional installment payments in an amount of no less than $25.00.
Record in minutes Director O'Brien confirmed that she will invite the appropriate. personnel from the School
Department and Newton Housing Authority to attend the 1/28/25 meeting to discuss limitations on post-
retirement employment.

Record in minutes Director O'Brien provided an update relating to the Employee Self Service portal,
Scanning Project & Notice of Deposits, reported that the System’s Actuary, Kathleen Riley will attend the
February 2025 and April 2025 Board meetings to discuss the January 1, 2025 Actuarial Valuation and
reported that there was one retiree, Francis Foley, who was currently in a non-compliant status as it relates
to M.G.L. Chapter 32, s. 91A. Director Q'Brien reported that Mr. Foley was being cooperative and working
with both her and Sandra King to become compliant.

Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 4-0, to send notice and schedule a show cause hearing for
January 28, 2025 for Francis Foley due to his non-compliant status pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 32, s. 91A.
Record in minutes Vice Chairman Logalbo reported that on 12/3/24, PERAC, in response to the Board's
request for clarification, issued an email correcting the guidance previously provided in their 11/20/2024 letter;
PERAC confirmed that interest is not payable when refunding service purchases that were erroneously
allowed. PERAC also stated that they would not issue a revised opinion letter rather the email will serve as the
cofrection.

Upon motion duly made and seconded it was voted, by a vote of 4-0, to adjourn af 9:54 a.m.

Thopgs Lopez, Chairman/Elected Member

Signed:

ony T. MgabolYicdlChairman/Mayoral Appointee

bty oy

Kelly Byrne/Elected I\@émber
°S Curley /EZ]CIO Mem
L%

Liéa'M. Maloney, Esq., Appoifited Membey




