
 

      CITY OF NEWTON, MASSACHUSETTS 
          Newton Historical Commission 

*STAFF MEMO* 
 

Meeting Date:  March 27th, 2025 
Location:   Zoom 
Time:    7:00 PM 
 

This meeting will be a virtual meeting that will take place via Zoom. To view 
and participate click https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/87891795202  or dial 
+13092053325,,87891795202# 

 
1. 78 Manchester Road 

  Total Demolition of House and Garage 
  View Application Here 

  Summary: This is a 1930 Colonial Revival style house in a well-preserved,  
  inventoried neighborhood. Staff recommends finding the property  
  preferably preserved.  
 
  Description: This is a 1930 Colonial Revival style house build by developer  
  Hans Christensen. The two-story, three-bay-wide house features a side- 
  gabled roof with two chimneys. There is a one-story bump-out that  
  extends from the right side of the rear of the home. The garage was  
  constructed on the property in 1951. No major alterations to the house  
  are recorded in ISD files. This property is inventoried on MACRIS as part  
  of the Lakewood Park residential area, a subdivision of primarily Colonial  
  Revival and Tudor Revival style houses built in the 1930s and 1940s. The  
  neighborhood retains a good sense of historic context, with primarily  
  original homes remaining.  
 
  Staff Recommendation: This is a well-preserved house in a well- 
  preserved, inventoried neighborhood. Staff recommends finding the  
  property preferably preserved. 
  
  Proposed Finding, if Preferably Preserved: Staff would welcome plans for  
  a proposed partial demolition. Any new construction should retain the  
  scale of the neighborhood.  
 

2. 132 Brandeis Road 

  Total Demolition of House  
  View Application Here 
 
  Summary: This is a 1963 Split-Level Ranch house in a well-preserved and  
  planned inventory neighborhood. Staff recommends finding the property  
  preferably preserved. 
 
  Description: Built in 1963, 132 Brandies Road is a Split-Level Ranch built 
   by architect Milton Stiles and builder Charles C. Nardone. Charles C. 
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Nardone was a well-known custom home builder with several hundred 
constructed in Newton. The one and a half story house features a large gable 
roof and a broad, low chimney. Windows on the primary façade appear in 
series of three, including on the garage doors. There are no major alterations 
in the ISD files. While the property is not inventoried on MACRIS, it is slated 
for inventory, along with the rest of Brandeis Road and the surrounding area, 
as part of the Mid-Century architectural survey, resulting in 77 properties 
added to the inventory.  
  
Staff Recommendation: This is a well preserved house, in a well preserved 
and planned inventory neighborhood. Staff recommends finding the property 
preferably preserved.  
 

  Proposed Finding, if Preferably Preserved: Staff would welcome plans for  
  a proposed partial demolition. Any new construction should retain the  
  scale of the neighborhood. 

3. 518 California Street 

  Total Demolition of House  
  View Application Here 
 

Summary: This is a 1951 Cottage style Ranch house in a well-preserved and in an inventoried 
neighborhood. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved. 

 
Description: This is a 1951 Cottage style Ranch house built by architect Ernest A. Comeau 
and built by Alphonse J. Comeau. Alphonse Comeau was the founder of A.J. Comeau 
Construction Company, which employed his son, Ernest Comeau as architect. The one-story 
house features a gable roof and end chimneys. There are no major alterations in the ISD 
files. The property is listed in the Bemis Estates area survey, a subdivision dating from the 
early- to mid-1900s. The neighborhood retains a good sense of historic context, with 
primarily original homes remaining. 
 
Staff Recommendation: This is a well-preserved house in a well-preserved, inventoried 
neighborhood. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved. 

 
  Proposed Finding, if Preferably Preserved: Staff would welcome plans for  
  a proposed partial demolition. Any new construction should retain the  
  scale of the neighborhood. 

 

4. 250 Webster Street 

Total Demolition of House  
View Application Here 
 
Summary: This is an inventoried ca. 1860 vernacular workers cottage. Staff recommends 
finding the property preferably preserved.  
 
Description: This is a ca. 1860 Vernacular workers cottage. Historic Maps first show the 
house on this location on Webster Street in the 1890s, however the MACRIS inventory form 
for the property states that the building was constructed earlier and moved to this location. 
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The two-story, three-bay-wide house features a side gabled roof, with two brick chimneys. 
There is a two story ell extending from the rear of the home, and a further one story porch 
extending from the ell. This property is individually inventoried on MACRIS, where it is 
identified as the home of William McGough, a laborer. Several other nearby properties on 
Webster Street are individually inventoried as well, many of which were also built in the 19th 
Century. Overall, the neighborhood retains a good sense of historic context, with primarily 
original homes remaining.  
 
Staff Recommendation: This is an inventoried, ca. 1860 house in a well-preserved 
neighborhood. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved. 
 
Proposed Finding, if Preferably Preserved: Staff would welcome plans for a proposed partial 
demolition. Any new construction should retain the scale of the neighborhood.  
 

5. 65 Levbert Road 

Total Demolition of House  
View Application Here 
 
Summary: This is a 1963 split-level ranch in a neighborhood that retains a sense of historic 
context. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved. 
 
Description: This is a 1963 split-level ranch, built by Morel Construction Co. and designed by 
architect C. Crowell. Crowell was a local architect, who designed a number of homes in 
Newton. This brick house features a hipped roof and brick chimney. The right side of the 
home projects forward, with a two-car garage and a room above. There is a bump out 
extending from the left side of the rear elevation. This property is not inventoried on 
MACRIS, nor are any others on Levbert Road, however the neighborhood does retain a sense 
of historic context with many original split-level homes similar to this one remaining.  
 
Staff Recommendation: This is a well-preserved house in a neighborhood that retains a 
sense of historic context. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved. 
 
Proposed Finding, if Preferably Preserved: Staff would welcome plans for a proposed partial 
demolition. Any new construction should retain the scale of the neighborhood and mid-
century design features. 
 

6. 16 Chaske Avenue 

Partial Demolition of House and Total Demolition of Garage 
View Application Here 
 
Summary: This is a 1927 Dutch Colonial style house in a well-preserved neighborhood. Staff 
recommends finding the property preferably preserved and approves of the proposed 
addition.  
 
Description: This is a 1927 Dutch Colonial style house built by Thomas Wagner and designed 
by architect W.M. Haines. The two-story house features a gambrel roof, with shed dormers 
on the front and back, and a brick chimney. The home has an enclosed front entryway, and a 
one-story bump out extending from the right side of the rear elevation. This property is not 
inventoried on MACRIS, however several nearby properties are and the neighborhood 
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retains a sense of historic context. This is an application for partial demolition, and the 
applicants are seeking to remove the rear walls in order to construct a two-story addition.  
 
Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends finding this property preferably preserved, and 
approves of the proposed addition.  
 

7. 72 Indiana Terrace 

Partial Demolition of House 
View Application Here 
 
Summary: This is a ca.1910 Bungalow style house in a preserved neighborhood. Staff 
recommends finding the property preferably preserved, and welcomes discussion on 
proposed plans. 
 
Description: The ca. 1910 Bungalow style house features a single-story front gabled 
entryway and two chimneys. The rear saltbox dormer was constructed in 1968 while it was 
owned by Joseph Vachon. The surrounding area features other homes constructed around 
the same period of time, and remains relatively intact as a context. This is an application for 
partial demolition, and the applicants are seeking to demolish the rear room and deck, and 
remove the roof to build a second story on the main mass and two-story addition to the rear 
using the existing building footprint.  
 
Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends finding this property preferably preserved, and 
welcomes discussion on proposed plans. 
 

8. 55 Exeter Street 

Partial Demolition of House  
View Application Here 
 
Summary: This is a 1936 Tudor style house features unique architectural features. Staff 
recommends finding the property preferably preserved, and welcomes discussion on 
proposed plans. 
 
Description: This 1936 Tudor style residence is two stories with a hexagonal tower front 
entry, detailed brick work, and bay windows. At time of construction, Zaira Richal was listed 
as owner, the architect was G.R. Marshall, and builder was Harry Richal. This is an application 
for partial demolition, and the applicants are seeking to remove the two bay windows on the 
left side of the house and build an addition.  
 
Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends finding this property preferably preserved, and 
welcomes discussion on proposed plans.  
 

9. 30 Timson Path 

Waiver of Demolition Delay 
View Application Here 
View Original Application Here 

Summary: This is a 1948 Postwar Traditional ranch style house in Oak Hill Park. 

https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/851725
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/858979
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/859677
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/848612


 
Description: This is a 1948 Postwar Traditional ranch style house built by the Kelly 
Corporation. This house is typical of the style of original homes in Oak Hill Park, although it 
features a hipped roof whereas the majority of homes in the area featured a gabled roof. 
This one-story house has a brick chimney and an attached garage that was added to the 
building in 1953. The home is located in Oak Hill Park, the largest mid-20th century 
development of single-family homes in the City of Newton, originally built as a community of 
affordable housing for World War II veterans. The neighborhood has seen considerable new 
construction over the past few decades; however, many original houses do remain. The 
house is inventoried on MACRIS as part of the Oak Hill Park residential area. 
 

10. 123 Langley Road 

Waiver of Demolition Delay 
View Application Here 
View Original Application Here 

Summary: This is a ca. 1900 Vernacular Queen Anne style house. 

Description: This is a ca. 1900 Vernacular Queen Anne style house. By 1917, it was owned by 
an M.L. Stuart. The three-story house features a steeply pitched, high truncated hipped roof. 
The front entrance to the home is within a two-and-a-half-story bay window, which is 
topped by a gabled dormer. The entryway also features a simple front porch. There are 
hipped dormers on the left and right sides of the roof. This property is individually 
inventoried on MACRIS, as is the house next door at 127 Langley Road and several nearby on 
Maple Park. The area retains a good amount of historical character, with primarily original 
homes remaining. 
 

11. 411 Dudley Road 

Waiver of Demolition Delay 
View Application Here 
View Original Application Here 

Summary: This is a 1950 ranch style home.  

Description: This is a 1950 ranch style home built by developer Leo B. Margolian. The home 
features a cross-gabled roof, a block that projects forward on the left side of the home, and a 
centrally positioned front entryway. There is an attached garage on the lower level of the 
right side of the home. An ell extending from the rear was added to the home in 1988. This 
house is not inventoried on MACIRS, nor are any others along this section of Dudley Road. 
Historic context in this area is mixed, as there are some similar homes further down the 
street and up Drumlin Road, but there is some new construction in the immediate vicinity of 
this house. 
 

12. 5 Keller Path 

Waiver of Demolition Delay 
View Application Here 
View Original Application Here 

Summary: This is a 1948 Postwar Traditional ranch style house in Oak Hill Park. 

Description: This is a 1948 Postwar Traditional ranch style house built by the Kelly 
Corporation. This house is typical of the style of Oak Hill Park, a one-story house with side-
gabled roof and brick chimney. A breezeway and garage were added to the house in 1949. In 
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1958, a small addition to the breezeway was constructed, and in 1971 the breezeway was 
enclosed. The home is located in Oak Hill Park, the largest mid-20th century development of 
single-family homes in the City of Newton, originally built as a community of affordable 
housing for World War II veterans. The neighborhood has seen considerable new 
construction over the past few decades; however, many original houses do remain. The 
house is inventoried on MACRIS as part of the Oak Hill Park residential area. 
 

Administrative Items 

13. Approval of Minutes 

Approval of Minutes for February 27, 2025, NHC Meeting 

14. Adjournment 

 
The location of this meeting is wheelchair accessible and reasonable accommodations will 
be provided to persons with disabilities requiring assistance. If you need a reasonable 
accommodation, please contact the city of Newton’s ADA/Sec.504 Coordinator, Jini 
Fairley, at least two business days in advance of the meeting: jfairley@newtonma.gov or 
(617) 796-1253. For Telecommunications Relay Service, please dial 711 or call City Hall’s 
TTY/TDD line at 617-796-1089. 
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