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STAFF MEMORANDUM
Meeting Date: March 20, 2025
DATE: March 13, 2025
TO: Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission
FROM: Kimberly Crocker, Senior Preservation Planner
SUBIJECT: Additional Review Information

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Chestnut Hill Historic District
Commission (Chestnut Hill HDC) with information about the significance of the properties being
reviewed and the application process, which may be useful in the review and decision-making process
of Chestnut Hill HDC. Additional information may be presented at the meeting that the Chestnut Hill
HDC can take into consideration when discussing a Local Historic District Review application.

Dear Chestnut Hill HDC Members,

The following is additional information for the review of the Local Historic District Review applications.

160 Chestnut Hill Road — Certificates of Appropriateness

Notes: The commission has full jurisdiction over demolition and new structures. Commission can only make
non-binding recommendations for changes to existing structures UNLESS changes would be visible from a
public way.

Exterior features of properties located on Nos. 147 through 256 Chestnut Hill Road that are only visible from
a private way are subject to limited review per Newton Ordinance Sec. 22-42(c). The commission has
authority to regulate exterior features of these properties that are visible from a public way per Newton
Ordinance Sec. 22-42(e)

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: A 1958 building permit application states that the Colonial Revival house was built in
1927. The first owners were John and Aileen Threewit. John Threewit was a salesman with the New England
Telephone and Telegraph Company in Boston.

APPLICATION PROCESS: The applicants are requesting to replace lower and upper driveways and entry walkway
and install heating components. There will be no visible wires or panels as the wires will run through an existing
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utility pipe and into the basement utility room. The driveway is currently asphalt and the walkway is bluestone.
Damaged stone pavers along the driveway and bluestones will be replaced as needed.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:

Application: https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/859571
Pdf: Compiled 160 Chestnut Hill Road

Assessors database map

Photos of project area

Site Plan

Brochure of heating system

MHC Form B

116 Chestnut Hill Road — Certificates of Appropriateness

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1929 English Revival style house was designed by Hawley W. Morton for the
Nutting Realty Trust which also developed properties along Commonwealth Avenue. The architect also designed
nearby 85 Chestnut Hill Road and other properties in the district in the late 1920s and early 1930s, including 136
and 188 Beacon Street and 29 Gate House Road.

APPLICATION PROCESS: The applicants are requesting to replace existing casement and fixed windows and
sliding patio doors. Note: the design guidelines encourage applicants to retain existing historic windows and
only replace in the event of extensive deterioration, and only with evidence of such deterioration (pg. 5,
Guidelines for Windows & Doors).

MATERIALS PROVIDED:

Application: https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/860821

Pdf: Compiled 116 Chestnut Hill Road

Assessors database map

Existing Building elevations with windows marked and labeled
Proposed building elevations with windows marked and labeled
Photographs of building elevations with windows marked and labeled
Photographs of window details by elevation with corresponding labels
Photographs of product and material samples

Window specifications

Window detail drawings

Historic photo

MHC Form B

Administrative discussion

Minutes: The February 2025 draft minutes are ready for review.
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